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34.     On  April  12,  1973  the  President  telephoned  Charles  Colson  at 
7:31  p.m.  and  asked  Colson  to  prepare  a  specific  set  of  recommendations 
with  respect  to  the  Watergate  matter.   The  following  day  Colson  met  with 
Ehrlichman  twice.  At  the  second  meeting  Colson  was  accompanied  by  his 
lawyer.   Ehrlichman  has  testified  that  at  the  second  meeting  Colson  said 
that  he  understood  that  Howard  Hunt  would  testify  before  the  grand  jury 
that  the  second  break-in  at  the  Watergate  was  opposed  by  Hunt  but  that 
Liddy  said  to  Hunt  that  they  couldn't  call  it  off  because  they  were  doing 
it  on  Mitchell's  order;  that  Hunt  would  testify  about  the  transmittal 
of  funds  to  the  Watergate  defendants;  and  that  McCord  was  making  alle- 
gations about  a  trip  to  Las  Vegas  by  Hunt,  McCord  and  possibly  Liddy  to 
break  into  the  safe  of  Hank  Greenspun  in  a  project  masterminded  by  Colson. 
Colson  has  stated  that  he  recommended  to  Ehrlichman,  among  other  things, 
that  the  President  take  steps  to  expose  those  involved  in  the  planning, 
approving  or  authorizing  of  the  Watergate  break-in. 
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34.6  John  Ehrlichraan  notes  of  April  13,  1973  meeting 
with  Charles  Colson  and  David  Shapiro,  SSC  Exhibit 

No.  98,  7  SSC  2933-36 603 
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35.     On  April  13,  1973,  the  day  Magruder  began  meeting  with  the 
prosecutors,  Lawrence  Higby,  staff  assistant  to  Haldeman,  had  two 
telephone  conversations  with  Magruder  which  were  taped  without  Magruder 's 
knowledge.   Higby  asked  Magruder  whether  his  testimony  was  going  to 
be  damaging  to  Strachan  and  Haldeman.  Magruder  said  it  would  damage 
Strachan  but  he  had  not  talked  to  Haldeman  about  the  Watergate  until  long 
after.   Higby  told  Magruder  that  it  wasn't  in  his  long  or  short  term 
interest  to  blame  the  I'Jhite  House.   On  April  lA,  1973  Ehrlichman  and 
Haldeman  reported  these  conversations  to  the  President.   Ehrlichman  told 
the  President  that  Higby  had  handled  Magruder  so  well  that  Magruder  had 
closed  all  his  doors  now  with  this  tape;  that  the  tape  would  beat  the 
socks  off  Magruder  if  he  ever  got  off  the  reservation. 
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35.2  Tape  recording  of  telephone  conversation  between 
Jeb  Magruder  and  Lawrence  Higby,  April  13,  1973 
(received  from  SSC),  and  House  Judiciary  Committee 
transcript  thereof,  9-10,  12-13,  14-16,  21 612 
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36.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Ehrlichman  from 
8:55  to  11:31  a.m.  and  with  Haldeman  from  9:00  to  11:30  a.m.   At  this 
meeting  the  President  instructed  Ehrlichman  to  meet  with  Mitchell.   The 
President  was  advised  that  the  grand  jury  was  focusing  on  the  Watergate 
aftermath.   There  was  a  discussion  of  payments  to  the  Watergate  defen- 
dants and  of  the  transfer  of  $350,000  from  Strachan  to  LaRue  to  be  used 
for  payments  to  the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Judiciary  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape 
recording  and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has 
produced  an  edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that 
transcript  has  been  prepared. 


Page 

36.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 

Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury,  Misc.  47-73  662 

36.2  House  Judiciary  Commitee  staff  summary  of 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
aiaong  the  President,  H.  R.  HalHempn  and  John 
Ehrlichman,  April  14,  1973,  8:55  -  11:31  a.m 665 


(558) 


37.     On  the  afternoon  of  April  14,  1973  Dean,  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
met  in  Ehrlichman 's  office.   Dean  has  testified  that  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion of  whether  Haldeman,  Ehrlichman,  Dean,  Mitchell,  Colson  and 
others  would  be  indicted. 
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37.1  John  Ehrlichman  log,  April  14,  1973  (received 
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3  SSC  1312 , 701 

37.4  John  Dean  testimony,  SSC  Executive  Session, 

June  16,  1973,  146 702 

37.5  Richard  Moore  testimony,  5  SSC  1960,  1988-90 703 
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38.     On  April  14,  1973,  at  1:30  p.m.,  Haldeman  had  a  telephone 
conversation  with  Magruder  and  taped  the  conversation.  Magruder  told 
Haldeman  that  he  had  committed  perjury  many  times;  that  he  had  now 
decided  to  follow  his  lawyer's  advice  and  make  a  full  disclosure  to 
the  grand  jury;  that  his  testimony  would  put  Gordon  in  a  spot;  and  that 
he  intended  to  plead  guilty. 


38.1  H.  R.  Haldeman  log,  April  14,  1973  (received 
from  SSC) 


Page 
708 


38  2   Recording  of  a  telephone  conversation  between  . 
H.  R.  Haldeman  and  Jeb  Magruder,  April  14, 
1973,  and  House  Judiciary  Committee  transcript- 
thereof 709 
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39.     On  April  14,  1973,  at  the  President's  request,  Ehrlichman  met 
with  Mitchell  from  1:40  to  2:10  p.m.   Ehrlichman  told  Mitchell  that 
the  President  had  instructed  him  to  talk  to  Mitchell  and  say  not  to  hold 
back  on  account  of  the  Presidency.   Mitchell  said  that  he  was  going  to 
stay  where  he  was  because  he  was  too  far  out.   Mitchell  said  that  he 
got  euchred  into  it  by  not  paying  attention  and  that  the  whole  genesis 
of  this  thing  was  at  the  White  House.   Mitchell  told  Ehrlichman  that 
Dean  had  been  caught  in  the  middle  like  so  many  others  who  were  trying 
to  keep  the  lid  on  until  after  the  election  and  trying  to  keep  the  lid 
on  all  the  other  things  that  had  gone  on  at  the  White  House.   Magruder's 
pending  disclosures  to  the  prosecutors  were  also  discussed.  Mitchell 
told  Ehrlichman  that  some  of  the  White  House  fund  had  been  used  to  make 
payments  to  the  defendants,  with  Haldeman's  approval,  prior  to  the  return 
of  the  money  to  Fred  LaRue. 
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40.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  from  1:55  to 
2:13  p.m.   Haldeman  reported  to  the  President  on  his  telephone  conver- 
sation with  Magruder.   These  was  a  discussion  of  what  Haldeman  and  Strachan 
would  say  if  Magruder  testified  that  he  had  sent  Gemstone  materials  to 

Strachan. 

In  response  to  the  Committee'  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.   A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 


40.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 
Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury.  Misc.  47-73 


40.2   House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
between  the  President  and  H.  R.  Halderjan,  April 
14,  1973,  1:55  -  2:13  p.m 
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41.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
from  2:24  to  3:55  p.m.  At  this  meeting  Ehrlichman  reported  on  his  meeting 
with  Mitchell.   There  was  a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  the  payments  to 
the  defendants  and  the  transfer  of  the  $350,000  from  the  White  House  to 
the  Committee  for  the  Re-election  of  the  President.   The  President  instructed 
Ehrlichman  to  meet  with  Magruder.   There  was  a  discussion  whether  it 
would  reduce  the  likelihood  of  Department  of  Justice  follow-up  if  Ehrlich- 
man gave  a  report  to  Klelndienst  rather  than  Silbert. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 
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42.   On  April  14,  1973  John  Ehrlichman  met  with  Jeb  Magruder  and 
his  attorneys.   Ehrlichman  informed  Magruder  and  his  attorneys  that  . 
he  was  conducting  an  investigation  for  the  President.   Magruder  and 
his  attorneys  discussed  with  Ehrlichman  the  information  which  Magruder 
had  disclosed  to  the  prosecutors  earlier  that  day  to  the  effect  that 
at  a  meeting  in  Key  Biscayne  Mitchell,  LaRue  and  Magruder  had  partici- 
pated in  an  express  and  specific  approval  of  the  plan  to  break  into  and 
bug  the  DNC  headquarters  and  to  bug  McGovem  headquarters  and  the 
Fontainebleau  headquarters  of  the  Democratic  Convention. 


42.1  Jeb  Magruder  testimony,  2  SSC  808 

42.2  John  Ehrlichman  testimony,  7  SSC  2765-66.. 

42.3  John  Ehrlichman  notes  of  a  meeting  with 
Jeb  Magruder,  April  14,  1973,  SSC  Exhibit 
No.  98,  7  SSC  2937-43 - 
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43.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
from  5:15  to  6:45  p.m.   Ehrlichman  reported  to  the  President  on  his 
meeting  with  Magruder  and  his  attorneys.   The  President  instructed 
Haldeman  to  give  Strachan  a  report  of  Magruder 's  testimony.   There  was 
a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  the  payments  to  the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 
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43.3   House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  suimnary  of  White 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
among  the  President,  H.  R.  Haldeman  and  John 
Ehrlichman,  April  14,  1973,  5:15-6:45  p.m 817 
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44.     On  April  14,  1973,  at  approximately  6:00  p.m.  and  during  the 
meeting  specified  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  Ehrlichman  telephoned 
Kleindienst.   Ehrlichman  told  Kleindienst  that  he  had  been  conducting 
an  investigation  for  the  President.   There  was  a  discussion  of  what 
Ehrlichman  should  do  with  the  information  he  had  uncovered.   Kleindienst 
has  testified  that  Ehrlichman  told  him  that  the  testimony  that  Magruder 
had  given  to  the  U.  S.  Attorneys  would  implicate  people  high  and  low  in 
the  White  House  and  in  the  campaign  committee.   The  President  has  produced 
an  edited  transcript  of  this  conversation.  According  to  this  transcript 
Ehrlichman  stated  that  the  information  provided  by  Magruder  implicated 
people  up  and  down  in  the  Committee  to  Re-elect;  and,  when  Kleindienst 
asked  who  Magruder  implicated  besides  himself  and  Mitchell,  Ehrlichman 
answered  Dean,  LaRue,  Mardian  and  Porter. 


Page 

44.1  John  Ehrlichman  testimony,  7  SSC  2757-58 830 

44.2  Richard  Kleindienst  testimony,  9  SSC  3577-78 832 

44.3  John  Ehrlichman  testimony,  Watergate  Grand  Jury, 
September  13,  1973,  138-40  (received  from  Watergate 

Grand  Jury) ^•'^ 

44.4  Richard  Kleindienst  testimony,  Watergate  Grand  Jury, 
August  9,  1973,  67-69  (received  from  Watergate  Grand 

Jury) 837 
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A5.       On  April  14,  1973  the  President  had  a  telephone  conversation  with 
Haldeman  from  11:02  to  11:16  p.m.   There  was  a  discussion  of  what  would  be 
said  to  Strachan  about  the  information  Magruder  was  giving  to  the  prosecu- 
tors.  There  was  also  a  discussion  about  the  motive  for  making  payments  to 
the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 
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Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury,  Misc.  47-73 844 

45.2  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  telephone 
conversation  between  the  President  and  H.  R. 

Haldeman,  April  14,  1973,  11:02-11:16  p.m 847 


(567) 


46.     On  April  14,  1973,  from  11:22  to  11:53  p.m.,  the  President  had 
a  telephone  conversation  with  John  Ehrlichman.   There  was  a  discussion 
of  what  Ehrlichman  would  say  to  Colson  and  Strachan  about  his  conver- 
sation with  Magruder,  and  what  Ehrlichman  would  say  to  Dean  about  a  plan 
to  deal  with  obstruction  of  justice  allegations.   There  was  also  a  dis- 
cussion of  whether  Haldeman  should  be  dismissed. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 
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46.2  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of 

White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  telephone 

conversation  between  the  President  aad  John 

Erlichman,  April  14,  1973,  11:22-11:53  p.m 855 
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47.     During  the  evening  of  April  14,  1973  Petersen  was  briefed  by 
the  prosecutors  on  the  information  furnished  by  Dean  and  Magruder. 
Petersen  telephoned  Kleindienst  and  arranged  to  report  to  him  immediately. 
On  April  15,  1973  Kleindienst  met  at  his  home  with  Petersen,  United  States 
Attorney  Titus,  and  chief  prosecutor  Silbert  from  approximately  1:00  a.m. 
to  5:00  a.m.   Kleindienst  was  briefed  on  evidence  implicating  high 
White  House  and  CRP  officials  in  the  Watergate  break-in  and  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  government's  investigation.   Kleindienst  decided  to  arrange 
a  meeting  with  the  President  that  morning. 
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48.     On  April  15,  1973  at  8:41  a.m.  Kleindienst  attempted  to  reach 
the  President  by  telephone  to  request  an  immediate  meeting.   The  President 
returned  Kleindienst's  call  at  10:13  a.m.  and  agreed  to  meet  Kleindienst 
that  afternoon. 
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49.     On  April  15,  1973  John  Ehrlichman  met  with  Gordon  Strachan  from 
approximately  10:00  a.m.  to  10:35  a.m.  and  11:15  a.m.  to  noon.   They 
discussed  Strachan 's  recollection  of  his  contacts  with  Magruder  and 
Haldeman  relating  to  Watergate.   Ehrlichman  has  testified  that  he  con- 
fronted Strachan  with  liagruder's  allegation  about  sending  Strachan  a 
budget  which  included  specific  reference  to  bugging,  and  that  Strachan 
said  that  he  was  sure  he  had  never  seen  anything  like  that.   Ehrlichman 's 
notes  of  his  meeting  with  Strachan  reflect  a  reference  to  a  memorandum 
from  Strachan  to  Haldeman  stating  a  sophisticated  intelligence  operation 
is  going  with  a  300  budget. 
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50.       On  April  15,  1973  the  President  met  with  John  Ehrlichman  from 
10:35  to  11:15  a.m.  Ehrlichman  reported  that  he  was  meeting  with  Strachan. 
There  was  a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  payments  to  the  defendants  and 
of  what  Dean's  defense  might  be  to  obstruction  of  justice  charges. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  that  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  the  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has  been 
prepared. 
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51.     On  April  15,  1973  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleln- 
dienst  from  1:12  to  2:22  p.m.  In  the  President's  EOB  office.  Klelndlenst 
reported  to  the  President  on  the  evidence  against  Mitchell,  Dean,  Haldeman, 
Ehrllchman,  Magruder,  Colson  and  the  others.  Klelndlenst  has  testified 
that  the  President  appeared  dumbfounded  and  upset  when  Klelndlenst  told 
him  about  the  Watergate  Involvement  of  Administration  officials,  and  that 
the  President  did  not  state  that  he  had  previously  been  given  this  Infor- 
mation by  John  Dean.  The  President  asked  about  the  evidence  against 
Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman  and  made  notes  on  Klelndlenst 's  response.  There 
was  a  discussion  of  the  payments  to  the  defendants  and  what  motive  had 
to  be  proved  to  establish  criminal  liability.  There  was  discussion  of 
the  transfer  of  $350,000  from  the  White  House  to  LaRue.   The  President 
made  a  note:   "What  will  LaRue  say  he  got  the  350  for?" 

The  Committee  has  subpoenaed  the  tape  recording  and  other  evidence 
of  this  conversation.   The  President  has  stated  that  the  tape  on  the 
recorder  for  his  EOB  office  ran  out  during  his  afternoon  meeting  with 
Klelndlenst.   The  President  has  produced  an  edited  transcript  of  a 
recording  of  a  portion  of  the  conversation.  A  sunmary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 
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52.     On  April  15,  1973  from  2:24  to  3:30  p.m.  the  President  net  with 
Ehrllchman  In  the  President's  BOB  office.   From  3:27  to  3:44  p.m.  the 
President  spoke  to  Haldeman  by  telephone  and  discussed  conflicts  between 
the  recollections  of  Magruder  and  Strachan  concerning  conversations 
about  Watergate.   At  3:48  p.m.  the  President  returned  a  telephone  call 
from  Klelndlenst  and  agreed  to  have  Petersen  join  their  upcoming  meeting. 

In  response  to  the  Comoilttee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  the  President's  meeting  with  Ehrllchman,  his 
telephone  conversation  with  Haldeman,  and  his  telephone  conversation 
with  Klelndlenst,  the  President  has  produced  edited  transcripts  of  the 
recordings  of  the  Haldeman  and  Klelndlenst  telephone  calls.   Summaries 
of  those  transcripts  have  been  prepared.   The  President  has  stated  that 
the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his  EOB  office  had  run  out  during  his 
afternoon  meeting  of  April  15,  1973  with  Klelndlenst  and  that  no  further 
conversations  In  that  office  were  recorded. 
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53.     On  April  15,  1973  Petersen  and  Kleindlenst  met  with  the  President 
from  4:00  to  5:15  p.m.  in  the  President's  EOB  office.  Petersen  has  testi- 
fied that  he  reported  on  the  information  that  the  prosecutors  had  received 
from  Dean  and  Magruder  and  that  his  report  included  the  following:   that 
Mitchell  had  approved  the  $300,000  budget  for  the  Liddy  "gemstone"  oper- 
ation; that  budget  information  for  "gemstone"  and  summaries  of  intercepted 
conversations  were  given  to  Strachan  and  that  information  given  to  Strachan 
was  for  delivery  to  Haldeman;  that  if  the  prosecutors  could  develop 
Strachan  as  a  witness,  "school  was  going  to  be  out  as  far  as  Haldeman 
was  concerned";  that  Ehrlichman  through  Dean  informed  Liddy  that  Hunt 
should  leave  the  country;  and  that  Ehrlichman  had  told  Dean  to  "deep  six" 
certain  information  recovered  by  Dean  from  Hunt's  office.  Petersen  has 
also  testified  that  he  recommended  that  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  be  dis- 
missed, but  Dean  be  retained  while  cooperating  with  the  prosecutors. 
Petersen  has  testified  that  the  President:   exhibited  a  lack  of  shock 
and  emotion;  spoke  well  of  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman;  suggested  that  Dean 
and  Magruder  were  trying  to  exculpate  themselves;  suggested  a  cautionary 
approach  to  the  granting  of  immunity;  stated  that  he  had  first  learned 
that  there  were  more  significant  problems  than  he  had  anticipated  on  March 
21,  1973,  although  he  did  not  tell  Petersen  what  Dean  had  told  him  on  that 
date;  stated  that  he  had  told  Dean  to  write  a  report  but  that  Dean  had 
been  unable  to  write  a  report;  stated  that  he  told  Ehrlichman  to  conduct 
an  investigation  after  Dean  failed  to  deliver  his  report;  stated  that 
Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  had  denied  the  charges  against  them;  and  requested 
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that  Petersen  reduce  to  writing  what  he  had  said  to  the  President  about 
Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman. 

The  Committee  has  subpoenaed  the  tape  recording  and  other 
evidence  regarding  this  conversation.   The  President  has  stated  that 
the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his  EOB  office  ran  out  during  his  afternoon 
meeting  with  Kleindienst. 
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54.     On  April  15,  1973  the  Watergate  prosecutors  Interviewed  John 
Dean.   The  prosecutors  were  informed  that  Gordon  Liddy  and  E.  Howard 
Hunt  had  participated  in  the  break-in  at  the  office  of  Daniel  Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist.  Dean  stated  that  not  all  the  material  from  Hunt's  safe 
had  been  turned  over  to  FBI  agents  after  the  Watergate  break-in,  but 
that  certain  materials  from  the  safe  were  personally  handed  by  Dean  to 
Gray. 
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55.     On  April  15,  1973  at  approximately  7:30  p.m.,  Ehrlichman  requested 
a  meeting  with  Dean.   Dean's  attorney  discxissed  this  request  with  Petersen 
who  advised  against  such  a  meeting.   Dean  arranged  to  have  the  President 
told  that  Dean  was  acting  out  of  loyalty  to  the  President  and  that  Dean 
felt  the  meeting  requested  by  Ehrlichman  was  inappropriate  at  this  time. 
The  President  telephoned  Petersen  and  spoke  with  him  from  8:14  to  8:18  p.m. 
and  from  8:25  to  8:26  p.m.   Petersen  told  the  President  about  Ehrlichman's 
request  to  meet  with  Dean.   The  President  asked  if  Petersen  would  have  any 
objection  to  the  President's  meeting  with  Dean.  Petersen  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion.  The  President  arranged  to  meet  with  Dean  that  evening. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  the  President's  telephone  conversations  with 
Petersen,  the  President  has  produced  edited  transcripts  of  the  recordings. 
A  summary  of  these  transcripts  has  been  prepared. 
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55.4  Message  from  John  Dean  to  the  President,  received 
by  Lawrence  Higby,  April  15,  1973,  8:15  p.m., 
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56.     On  April  15,  1973  from  9:17  to  10:12  p.m.,  the  President  met 
with  John  Dean  in  the  President's  EOB  office.  Dean  has  testified  that 
he  reported  to  the  President  that  he  had  been  to  the  prosecutors;  that 
the  President  asked  him  about  Haldeman's  knowledge  of  the  Liddy  plans; 
that  the  President  stated  he  had  been  joking  when  he  said  it  would  be 
easy  to  raise  $1  million  to  pay  for  maintaining  the  silence  of  the 
Watergate  defendants;  and  that  the  President  said  in  a  nearly  inaudible 
tone  that  he  had  been  foolish  to  disciiss  Hunt's  clemency  with  Colson. 
Dean  also  has  testified  that  he  told  the  President  he  had  not  discussed 
with  the  prosecutors  his  conversations  with  the  President  and  that  the 
President  told  him  that  he  could  not  tell  the  prosecutors  about  national 
security  matters  or  about  any  of  the  conversations  between  the  President 
and  Dean.  Dean  has  testified  that  the  nature  of  the  President's  questions 
led  him  to  think  that  the  President  was  taping  the  conversation.   The 
President's  notes  of  this  meeting  indicate  that  the  President  asked 
Dean  what  he  had  told  Kaloibach  about  the  purpose  of  the  money  and  that 
Dean  said  he  had  briefed  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  every  inch  of  the  way. 
During  this  meeting  the  President  telephoned  Petersen  from  9:39  to  9:41 
p.m.  and  instructed  Petersen  to  contact  Liddy 's  attorney  and  tell  him 
that  the  President  wanted  Liddy  to  tell  everything  he  knows. 

The  President  has  stated  that  the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his 
EOB  office  ran  out  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15,  1973.  In  response  to 
the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording  and  other  evidence  of  his 
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telephone  conversation  with  Petersen,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 
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56.6  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  suiranary  of  White 
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57.     On  April  15,  1973  from  10:16  to  11:15  p.m.  the  President  met  with 
H.  R.  Haldeman  and  John  Ehrllchman  In  the  President's  EOB  office.   During 
this  meeting  Ehrllchman  at  the  President's  request  telephoned  Patrick 
Gray  and  discussed  the  documents  taken  from  Hunt's  White  House  safe  and 
given  to  Gray  by  Dean  in  June  1972.   Shortly  thereafter  Ehrllchman  tele- 
phoned Gray  and  had  a  second  conversation  regarding  the  contents  of  Hunt's 
safe.   Ehrllchman  told  Gray  that  Dean  had  told  the  prosecutors  that  he 
had  delivered  two  of  Hunt's  files  to  Gray.  Gray  told  Ehrllchman  that  he 
had  destroyed  the  documents . 
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34.     On  April  12,  1973  the  President  telephoned  Charles  Colson  at 
7:31  p.m.  and  asked  Colson  to  prepare  a  specific  set  of  recommendations 
with  respect  to  the  Watergate  matter.   The  following  day  Colson  met  with 
Ehrlichman  twice.  At  the  second  meeting  Colson  was  accompanied  by  his 
lawyer.   Ehrlichman  has  testified  that  at  the  second  meeting  Colson  said 
that  he  understood  that  Howard  Hunt  would  testify  before  the  grand  jury 
that  the  second  break-in  at  the  Watergate  was  opposed  by  Hunt  but  that 
Liddy  said  to  Hunt  that  they  couldn't  call  it  off  because  they  were  doing 
it  on  Mitchell's  order;  that  Hunt  would  testify  about  the  transmittal 
of  funds  to  the  Watergate  defendants;  and  that  McCord  was  making  alle- 
gations about  a  trip  to  Las  Vegas  by  Hunt,  McCord  and  possibly  Liddy  to 
break  into  the  safe  of  Hank  Greenspun  in  a  project  masterminded  by  Colson. 
Colson  has  stated  that  he  recommended  to  Ehrlichman,  among  other  things, 
that  the  President  take  steps  to  expose  those  Involved  in  the  planning, 
approving  or  authorizing  of  the  Watergate  break-in. 
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PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARY,   APRIL  12,    1973,    EXHIBIT  17 
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APraL   12,    1973 
iiMt  n\Y  '■ 

7:54    a.m.    'M  il.'  RS  DAY 


The  President  calked  wicli  his  Military  Aide,  Ma  j .  John  V. 
Brennan . 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

Tlie  President  teleplioned  long  distance  to  Charles  U.  Colson, 
attorney  for  Colson  and  Shapiro,  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  motored  from  Aspen  Lodge  to  the  Camp  David 
helipad. 

The  President  flew  by  helicopter  from  Camp  David,  Maryland  to 
the  South  Grounds  of  the  I'.'hite  House.   For  a  list  of 
passengers,  see  APPENDIX  "A." 

Tlie  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Mr.  Colson  in 
Dover,  Massachusetts.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Cabinet  Room. 

The  President  met  with  members  of  the  NSC.   For  a  list  of 
attendees,  see  APPENDIX  "B." 

Ufhite  House  photographer,  in/out 

Tlie  President  returned  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  iialdeman. 

The  President  met  to  discuss  U .S .-European  relations  with: 
Joseph  Luns ,  Secretary  General  of  NATO 
Donald  Rumsfeld,  f\mbassador  from  the  U.S.  to  NATO 
Mr.  Kissinger 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
Wute  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  met  for  a  photo  opportunity  with: 

Oscar  Ber<;or,  cartoonist 

Ronald  L.  Ziegler,  Press  Secretary 

l>/hite  House  photographer,  in/out 
Mr.  Berger  presented  the  President  with  .^n  original  cartoon 
of  the  President  meeting  witli  Jap.inese  Enneror  Hirohito  in 
September,  1971. 


VT/Yo        v/. 


-  Jl '    .  w 


I'...,   t.  ..I   -  .  P.l^Clil. 
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34.1     PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARY,    AFRIL  12,    197Z,    EXHIBIT  17, 
IN  FxE  GRAND  JUFY .   MISC.    47-73 
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APMIL   12,    197  3 

HME  l)\Y  [■' 

1:10   n.n.    r^URS DAY 


fllONT. 


The   President:   met   with   his   Special   Assistant,    Stephen  B.    Bull. 

The   President  went    to  his   office   in    the    EGB. 

The   President    talked  with   Mr.    Bull. 

riie   President   talked  with  Mr.    Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  met  tv'ith  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

Tlie  President  returned  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  John  B.  Connally,  attorney  for  Vinson, 
Elkins,  Searls,  Connally  and  Smith. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  went  to  the  State  Dining  Room. 

The  President  hosted  a  reception  honoring  Members  of  Congress 
who  supported  the  President's  veto  of  S.7,  vocational 
rehabilitation  and  H.R.3293,  water  and  sewer  legislation. 
For  a  list  of  guests,  see  APPE:-'DIX  "C." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

UTiite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  had  dinner  with: 
Tlie  First  Lady 
Tricia  Cox 

The  President  talked  long  distance  with  Mr.  Colson  in  Dover, 
Mas^iachusetts . 

The  President  went  to  the  Uliite  House  bowling  alley. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 
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34.  2     CHARLES  COLSON  DEAFT  STATEmNT  TO  SSC,    SEFTEmER  1973,    1,    46-48 


n 


Go orrirK;  Statement  of  Ciusrles  W.  CoIscj: 


Before  Select  Corrrnittt:cj  on  Pr e s i 6 e n t i a  1 
Camp£;ixui  Activities,  United  States  S-snatc 


I  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  present  this  opening 
sta cement  to  your  Coiranittee.   I  shall  first  atterapt  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection  to  recount  my  knowledge  of  the  events 
surrounding  the  Watergate  Affair. 

I  will  also  attempt,  if  I  nay,  to  give  this  Conmiittee 
some  Insight  into  the  mood  and  atmosphere  which  existed  in 
the  White  House  during  the  Nixon  years.   I  have  followed  ym:r 
proceedings  to  date;  it  is  clear  that  you  are  seeking  to  deter- 
mine not  only  v.'hat  in  fact  happened,  but  Xvhy  and  hew  these 
things  could  have  happened. 

AS  TO  THE  FACTS: 

I    first  heard    that    there   had   been   a   burglary   at    the 
Democratic  llatioaal    Corrv.ittee   hoadquin-ters    oa    the    radio.      It 
v:a:-    S.-;turday,    Juae    17,    1372,       I    thor-^ht    it   ^^-as    no  moro    th^in  an 
ordl\-!.iry  burgla-y    -•-    on.?   mora   adJitloa    to    \icc   D..    C.    crime 
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46. 

Mr.  Dean  has  testified  that  on  March  21  he  told 
the  President  of  th-^  extent  of  the  cover-up  and  urged 
the  President  to  take  steps  to  remove  the  "cancer  on  his 
Presidency".   Not  on  this  date,  April  2,  nor  on  any 
other  date  for  that  matter,  did  John  Dean  ever  express  to 
Ee  a  belief  that  the  President  might  be  involved  in  a 
cover-up  or  indeed  that  a  cover-up  even  existed.   Not  on 
this  date  nor  on  any  other  date  did  Mr.  Dean  ever-suggest 
to  me  that  he  was  seeking  a  way  to  help  the  President  remove 
the  "cancer  on  his  Presidency".   Mr.  Dean  knew  full  well 
that  I  was  in  communication  with  the  President.   If  he  felt 
then  the  v/ay  he  has  testified  he  did  --  that  is,  the  cover- 
up  had  to  be  ended  --  why  didn't  he  ever  mention  this  to  me? 

As  a  result  of  Magruder's  allegations,  I  submitted  to 
a  polygraph  examination  on  April  4  administered  by  Mr.' 
Richard  Arther,  the  report  of  which  was  made  available  to 
your  staff  on  May  3.   The  examiner  concluded  that  I  had 
had  no  prior  knowledge  or  involvement  in  the  Watergate. 


On  April  12,  the  President  called  me  in  Boston  to  say 
that  he  wanted  to  act  promptly  on  Watergate.   Ke  asked  ne 
to  prepare  a  specific  set  of  recomm-ndiitions  ,  v;hat  I  believe  h; 
called  a  "precis",  and  to  sub-.it  it  to  him  as  soon  as 
possible   Shortly  theroafter,  Mr.  Ehrlichxan  called  to 
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47. 

tell   me    that  he  v/as    aware  of    the   President's    request, 
that   he  had  been    investigating   actively   on   the    President's 
behalf   and,    as    soon   as    I   had  ray  recommendations    prepared, 
he   would   like  me    to  bring   them   to   him. 

I  met  with  Mr.    Ehrlichman  tv/ice   on  April    13.      During 
the  morning   I  met  with  him   alone   to    try   to    determine   from 
him  \<lhat    information  he  had   obtained    so    that    I    could   prepare 
my    o\<m  recommendations  more   intelligently.      Specifically, 
I  wanted  to   know  whether   it  had  been   determined  xjho  had 
ordered   the  Watergate  because    it  was   essential   to   know  that 
in  order   to  make  any   recommendations.      John   explained   that 
he  himself  had   been   digging    into    the  matter   very  deeply, 
did   not  have    all    the   critical   facts   but  was    in    the   process 
of  assembling    them.      He   told  me   that  he  had  had   to    take   over 
the    investigation   inasmuch   as    John   Dean  had  been   told   to 
go    to   Camp   David   to  write    a   report   but   couldn't   \-7rite  one, 
thereby  raising   grave   doubts    about   the   adequacy   of  his   work 
and  his   ovm   involvement. 


I   told   Mr.    Ehrlichman   that    Mr.    Shapiro   had  been   diggin^r 
very  hard  and    that  we  had   a   number   of   recomniendations  .      John 
siiggested    that   both   Shapiro   and   I   return    in    the    afternoon.       •.•,-e 
did    so,    told   El-.rlich.T;an   all    that  Xve    then  kuex-;   and  made    the 
following   recomn'.ondations  : 
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We  urged  that  vhoever  was  involved  in 
authorizing,  planning  or  approving  the 
VJatergate  either  come  forward  or  steps 
be  taken  to  see  that  they  were  exposed; 
We  recommended  that  the  President  waive  all 
Executive  Privilege  for  the  Watergate  incident 
only  and/or  for  any  alleged  criminal  conduct 
arising  out  of  the  Watergate; 

We  alternatively  suggested  that  the  President 
waive  Executive  Privilege  for  the  foregoing 
and  for  campaign  issues  for  principal  I-Ihite 
House  aides  like  Haldeman  and  Colson; 
We  once  again  urged  the  appointment  of  an 
independent  special  counsel  and  the  replace- 
ment of  John  Dean; 

Finally,  Shapiro  further  suggested  that  Mr. 
Liddy  and  his  counsel  be  called  into  the  Oval 
Office  and  be  told  by  the  President  himself 
that  he  wanted  Liddy  to  tell  the  whole  truth. 
Shapiro  added  that  he  had  heard  that  Liddy  was 
remaining  silent  because  he  was  assured  of 
a  pardon.   Shapiro  said  that  Liddy  should 
be  told  that  the  only  way  he  could  be  considered 
for  clemency  was  if  he  carr.e  fcr-./ard  and  told 
the  truth. 


L 
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34.3     JOHN  EHRLICHMM  LOG,   APRIL  IS.    1973 
^.vEDNZriPAY.    AP?:IL    t  ^ ^    V-n'i 

9:00  Garmer.t 

9:13  Dick  J'/Loora's  office  -  Garmantj    Jim  O'Connor 

li:00-j_i:^5?resLdenb 

12:30-1:30  Preaidsnt 

1:30  Roger  Barth,    i^ea  Hsnkai  (ta:<  siinplifL cation.  slLda  sho-.v) 

2:10  Roger  Barch 

2:15-4:00  President 

5:30  Blair  House  (Senators  Ervin  and  Baker) 

7:00  Buffet  afc  Italian  Einb ass 7  -  I6OI  Fuller  -  Black  tie 

9:00  Filra  at  Kennedy  Center   -  Brother  Sun,    Sister  Moon 


y    THURSDAY,   APRIL  12,    1973 

9:15  . _E-asldent 

10:30  Ziegler 

11:00        ■        HRH  office 


HRH 
TTRHT  Strachan 


Presidenc 


Alan  Greenspan 

Garment's  office 

State  Dining  Rooin  -  Congressinal  reception 

Ziegler 's  office  -  Dick  Moore  et  al 


FRIDAY,    APRIL  13,    1973 

_9:10_ President 

_  1 1:30 Charles  Colsoi 

1:00 President 

-2jiO Dean_ 

3:00  Ziegler 

3:10  President 


5;00  Colson,    David  Shaoiro 

7:30  Dinner  at  La  Fonda 

8:30  "Godspali"  -  >,Iotion  Picture  Assn. 

SATURDAY.   APRIL  14.    1973 


!:45-ll:30     Preside 


J  im  B I  c  r  ii  ci\:.-  ■:^  r 
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34.4     JOHN  EHRLICHMN  DEPOSITION,   MAY  22,    1973,   DNC  V.   MoCORD, 
126-27 


A  Yes,    I    did. 

Q     Was  there  more  than  one  such  conversation? 

A     Yes,  I  talked  to  Mr.  Colson  a  couple  of  times  on  the 


telephone,  as  I  recall,  ■■^.nd  once  in  my  office. 

Q  Could  you  put  those  in  any  time  frame  for  us,  please, 
Mr.  Ehrlichman? 

A  It  v/ould  have  been  between  our  return  from  California 
which  must  have  been  about  the  10th,  I  guess,  9th  or  10th  of 

April,  and  April  15th.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  sav;  hin  in  my 
office  on  the  13th. 

Q  •   Do  you  have  any  note  of  that  conversation? 

A     Yes ,  I  do . 

Q    What  questions  did  you  ask  Mr.  Colson  and  hov-/  did  he 
respond? 

MR.  STRICKLER:   VJithin  the  limitation  as  to  time? 

MR.  DUIJIE:   Yes. 

THC  V.'ITNESS:   We  were  accompanied  in  our  conversation  by  his 

partner  and  attorney,  Mr.  Shapiro. 
BY  MR.  DUN IE: 
Q    Anyone  else  present? 

A     No. 

Q     This  is  the  face-to-faco  conversation? 

A     This  was  a  f aco--to-f ace  conversation.   They  had  come  to 
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24.4     JOHN  EHRLICHMAN  DEPOSITION,   MAY  22,    1975,    DNC  V.   MoCORD, 
126-27 


sec  me  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  ask  questions  and  to  discuss 
problems  of  executive  privilege  and  its  scope  and  to  make  some 
suggestions  as  'to  hov.  the  White  House  should  conduct  itself  in 
the  then  controvorsy.   The  facts  which  I  elicited,  and  I  v'  •: 
just  skip  around  in  the  notes,  r4r .  Colson  advised  me  that  he 
understood  that  the  second  break-in  v/as  opposed  by  Howard  Hunt 
but  that  Mr.  Liddy  said  to  Mr.  Hunt,  "We  can't  call  it  off.   Wo 
are  doing  this  on  Mr.  Mitchell's  order.   \re  must  go  ahead." 
This  was  in  relation  to  Mr.  Colson 's  prediction  of  what  Howard 
Hunt  would  testify  to  v;hen  recalled  before  the  Grand  Jury,  which 
had  not  yet  occurred  and  was  then  going  to  be  upcoming.   He  said 
he  thought  that  Hunt  would  corroborate  McCord's  testimony  without 
being  more  specific  than  that.   There  is  quite  a  lot  about  execu- 
tive  privilege. 

Q    Did  he  voice  an  opinion  to  you  as  to  the  position  the 
White  House  should  take  at  that  time  on  executive  privilege? 
A    Yes,  lie  did. 

Q     V/hat  did  he  say? 

MR.  STRICKLER:  I  think  this  is  beyond  the  scope  of  your 
complaint  and  I  object  to  it  on  the  ground  of  relevancy  and  I 
suggest  the  witness  not  answer. 

THE  WITiJESS:   I  will  comply.   That  is  really  all  that  I 
elicited  from  hiu  tiiat  is  witiiin  the  guidelines  "nere . 
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34. 5     JOHN  EHRLICHMAN  TESTIMONY,   JULY  27,    20,    1972,    7  SSC  2729-20, 
2800-02 


FRIDAY,  TOXY  27,   1973 

U.S.  Senate, 
Select  CoirMirrEE  ox 
Presidential  CAatPAiGN  AcnvmEs, 

Washington,  D.C. 

The  Select  Committee  met,  pursuant  to  recess,  at  10:05  a.m.,  in 
room  318,  Russell  Senate  Office  Building,  Senator  Sara  J.  Ervin,  Jr. 
(chairman),  presiding. 

Present:  Senators  Ervin,  Talmadge,  Inouye,  Montoya,  Baker, 
Gurnev,  and  Weicker. 

Also  present:  Samuel  Dash,  chief  counsel  and  staff  director;  h  red 
D.  Thompson,  minority  counsel;  Rufus  L.  Edmisten,  deputy  chief 
counsel ;  Arthur  S.  JNIiller.  chief  consultant;  Jed  Johnson,  consultant; 
David  M.  Dorsen,  James  Hamilton,  and  Terry  F.  Lenzner,  assistant 
chief  counsels;  R.  Phillip  Haire,  Marc  Lackritz,  William  T.  Ma.%-ton, 
Ronald  D.  Rotunda,  and  Barry  Schochet,  assistant  maionty  coimsels; 
Euo-ene  Boyce,  hearings  record  counsel ;  Donald  G.  Sanders,  deputy 
minority  counsel;  Howard  S.  Liebengood,  H.  William  Shure,  and 
Robert  Silverstein,  assistant  minority  counsels ;  Pauline  O.  Dement, 
research  assistant;  Eiler  Ravnholt,  office  of  Senator  Inouye;  Robert 
Baca,  office  of  Senator  Montoya ;  Ron  McMahan,  assistant  to  Senator 
Baker;  A.  Searle  Field,  assistant  to  Senator  Weicker;  John  Walz, 
publications  clerk. 

Senator  Ervin.  Senator  Inouye,  will  you  resume  your  examination 

of  the  witness. 

r ■'Senator  Inottte.  Thank  you  very  much. 
Mr.  Ehrlichman,  when  we  recessed  yesterday  we  were  discussing 
your  interviews  as  part  of  the  inquiry  made  in  behalf  of  the  President, 
and  in  response  to  one  of  my  questions  you  indicated  that  you  had  dis- 
cussed or  talked  with  Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Kalmbach,  ]Mr.  Dean,  Mr. 
Mitchell,  and  again  with  Mr.  Strachan,  and  you  have  indicated  that 
you  had  maintained  interview  notes. 

TESTIMONY  OF  JOHN  EHRLICHMAN— Resnmed 

]\rr.  Ehrlichman.  Of  some  of  those.  Senator,  and  T  neglected  to 
say  I  also  talked  to  Mr.  Krogh  because  of  something  that  came  up  in 
the  course  of  these  interviews  that  I  wanted  to  inquire  about,  so  he 
would  be  an  additional  individual  that  I  talked  to. 

Senator  Inoitte.  We  have  no  notes  on  Mr.  Kalmbach.  Mr.  Dean.  Mr. 
ilitchell.  and  Mr.  Strachan.  Is  there  anv  reason  for  this? 

INIr.  Ehrlichman.  You  should  have.  There  are  notes  for  Strachan 
and  Dpan.  There  are  no  notes  for  mv  talk  with  either— for  mv  talk 
with  Mr.  Kalmbach.  We  did  turn  over  to  the  committee  staff  the 
transcript  of  mv  interview  with  Mr.  Mitchell  which  is  a  verv.  very 
poor  one.  It  is  not  very  helpful.  It  is  very  skotcliy. 
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2800—02 

Senator  Inottte.  Mr.  Dash,  do  we  have  the  copies  of  the  Kalmbach, 
Dean,  Mitchell,  and  Strachan 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  There  are  no  Kalmbach  notes,  Senator.  There  are 
Dean  and  Strachan  notes.  The  notes  that  I  have  here  are  O'Brien. 
Dean,  Colson,  Magruder,  and  Strachan. 

Mr.  Dash.  Senator  Inouye,  whatever  you  have,  is  what  we  received. 
In  other  words,  that  was  intact,  delivered  to  us  in  that  form,  and  we 
have  no  other  notes. 

Senator  ERv^N.  Let  the  reporter  assign  it  the  appropriate  exhibit 
number. 

[The  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  No.  98.*] 

Senator  iNOtm:.  Then  we  have  here,  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  one  Strachau 
and  you  had  two  Strachan  meetings. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  There  are  only  notes  for  one. 

Senator  Inotjte.  We  have  a  Reisner  meeting. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  No.  I  think  that  is  actually  the — ^that  is  the  Dean 
meeting,  J.  D.  is  up  in  the  corner  of  it.  That  is  the  Dean  meeting  on 
April  13  at  3  p.m. 

Senator  iNotm:.  Then,  we  have  an  O'Brien  meeting. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes. 

Senator  Inouti:.  And  Colson  and  Shapiro. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Right. 

Senator  Inotjte.  And  Magruder. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Correct.  That  is  it. 

Senator  iNotm:.  "We  have  no  Mitchell. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  No;  you  have  the  transcription  of  two  tapes, 
Mitchell  and  Magruder,  that  are  both  very,  very  hard  to  read,  hard  to 
understand  because  the  tapes  are  hard  to  understand.  You  also  have 
the  tapes  themselves,  and  they  are  for  whatever  they  are  worth.  I  do 
not  think  you  can  make  much  from  them. 

Senator  Inoute.  I  received  these  notes  early  this  morning,  Mr. 
Ehrlichman,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  under- 
stand your  hieroglyphics  here. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Sure,  right. 

'Senator  Inottte.  So,  if  I  may  ask  you,  whenever  the  initial  "H" 
appears,  is  that  for  Mr.  Haldeman  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Not  necessarily.  You  would  have  to  take  it  in  the 
context.  Senator,  that  could  also  be  Hunt  in  some  cases  here,  although 
I  used  the  double  "H"  foi*  Hunt  on  occasion. 

Senator  Inoute.  ,TNM  is  John  Mitchell  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Inotjte.  And  .TSM  is  IMagruder  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Inottte.  L  or  LD  or  LID  is  Liddv  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  LID  is  certainly  Liddy,  and  I  do  not  re- 
call— yes,  I  have  used  L  also  for  Liddv  in  the  ilagruder  notes. 

Senator  Inottte.  And  K  or  EK  for  Krogh  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  believe  so,  yes. 

Senator  Inofte.  And  CC  for  Colson  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes. 

Senator  Ixoitte.  Now,  there  is  a  Greek  symbol,  the  svmbol  pi,  who 
is  that? 


•Sfe  p.   2915. 
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Mr.  Ennr-icnjtAX.  T  would.  Senator.  T  don't  believe  that  I  would 
liavc  a  frreat  deal  of  information  on  either  of  those  phases  to  assist 
but  I  would  be  happy  to  be  available. 

Senator  B.\kkr.  tlic  only  point  I  make  is  if  we  forego  questions 
now,  it  does  not  imply  we  cannot  ask  you  questions  later. 
Mr.  EnRLiCHM.ix.  Certainly. 

Senator  B.^kt.r.  Mr.  Wilson  handed  a  copy  of  the  Conirressional 
Record  dealing  with  income  tax  during  the  Kennedy  and  Xixon  ad- 
ministrations. Was  it  your  wish  that  that  be  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee or  made  part  of  the  record  or  what  was  the  purpose  of  that? 
Mr.  WiLsnx  I  just  thought  it  would  be  made  part  of  the  record  but. 
in  effect,  you  want  to  ask  any  questions  about  it,  make  any  statements, 
it  is  a  very  long  statement.  Very  long  colloquy,  rather. 

Senator  Baker.  And  it  is  your  contention  it  relates  to  the  testimony 
of  the  witness,  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  in  response  to  queries  put  largely 
by  Senator  Montova  on  the  examination  of  income  tax  returns? 
^i^.  WiLSOx.  That  is  the  purpose  of  it,  sir. 

Senator  Baker.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  is  no  objection  I  would 
like  to  see  the  document  identified  for  the  record  and  accepted  for 
that  purpose. 

I  have  no  questions,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Ervtn.  The  document  will  be  identified  for  the  record  and 
received  as  an  exhibit. 

[The  document  referred  to  yvas  marked  exhibit  No.  105.*] 
Senator  Ervtx.  Senator  Inouye. 
Senator  Inoute.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman,  may  we  now  study  your  April  13,  1973,  C.C-  and 
Shapiro  interview  note? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  get  my  copy. 
All  right,  sir. 

Senator  Ixoute.  Will  you  please  proceed,  sir.  On  the  first  line, 
executive  privilege,  I  believe  it  says. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes.  This— I  should  say  that  this  meeting  was 
held  primarily  at  Mr.  Colson's  request  at  the  end  of  the  day  on  the 
13th  of  April.  The  first  thing  that  he  said  was  that  he  had  some- 
some  suggestions  and  points  of  view  that  he  would  like  to  have  con- 
veyed to  the  President  and  that  was  the  purpose  of  the— the  purpose 
of  the  meeting,  but  I  also  conceived  of  it  as  some  opportunity  to 
develop  additional  information  because  I  was  in  the  course  of  this 
inquiry.  That  first  line  refers  to  R.  K.  being  Richard  Klemdienst  to 
the  Congress  about  executive  privilege  and  he  simply  noted  that  it  has 
the  Hill  up  in  arms. 

Senator  Ixoute.  Please  proceed,  sir. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Then  he  said  that  ilr.  Hunt  at  2  p.ni.,  on  the 
coming  :Monday  would  once  again  be  testifying  both  from  the  stand- 
point of  hearsay  and  firsthand.  He  said  his  sources  were  both  within 
the  Government  and  Mr.  Bittman.  Mr.  Hunts  attorney,  that  he  would 

testifv  that  f imds  had  traveled 

Senator  Ixom-K.  What  funds  are  we  talking  about? 
Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  we  are  talking  about  these  funds  for  the 
defendants  in  tlie  criminal  case,  that   fund  from  Parkinson  and— 
traveled  from  Parkinson  and  O'Brien  to  Hunt  to  the  Cubans  and  on 

•See  p.  2978. 
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other  occasions  from  O  Br.Pn  to  Hunt  to  Mrs.  Hunt,  and  I  hav-e  down 
he  sun,  ot  ^10  000  m  the  hitter-in  the  latter  catef,rory.  He  said  all^f 
this  traiisni.ttal  of  funds  information  will  be  comm- out 
iJ.T  H  ^'f'{i^;jth/-el^^tioa  to  Mr.  :vrcCord,  as  I  rec°all  the  setting  of 
this  was  that  IMcCord  was  coming  up  with  all  sorts  of  wild  stories  His- 

iTZu'P:^"''  ^^^S^r  ''''6  ^^^^C«^^l'  --^^  he  didn-t  know  whether 
J^iddj  has  been  involved  in  this  or  not,  has  made  a  trip  to  Las  Ve^as 
They  landed  They  had  an  airplane  standing  by.  They  were  'o in^To 
VeiTnd  ttt  mV^'^'''"''  ^'^'-\--  -ho  w'as  a  p'ublishe?  ^n  lIs 
m^fderf  h!  A  f'^n'?  was  saying  that  this  was  a  maneuver  master- 
fnv  i-i^  ?  '  ^°''*"'-  ^^^-  ^°''''"  vehemently  denied  that  he  had 
17^  .n^T  ^!  °I  acquaintanceship  with  such  a  maneuver  or  that  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  he  cited  this  simply  as  an  example  of 
i  4i^rwel  f  ^^'^ll^gations  that  McCord  was  making  at  that  W 
Isaid,  well  where  does  such  a  thing  aU  fit  in  this  whole^in  this  whole 
McPorfl'  ^r^^T-f""^  ^'  said  well,  I  don't  think  that  it  does  fit  and 
auSdJy  '''''  '°°''  ^'""'^  °^  ^  ^^^'^'^  Hughes  operation 

Now  this,  Senator,  I  hasten  to  point  out,  is  kind  of  hearsav  and  I 
do  not  ^assert  the  truth  of  any  of  this,  but  I  am  simply  desSi^nVwhat 
fhat  polrt''  "^^  ^^^"hing  as  Mr.  McCord's  rather  extreme  changes  S 

Then  he  went  on  to  tell  another  version  of  the  inception  of  Water- 
gate whie^  he  termed  "Liddy  hearsay"  which  was  to  the  effect  that 
t^rHun?"?  ^PT^d  *he  Watergati  break-in,  the  second  bSak!^ 
that  Hunt  characterized  it  as  stupid,  that  Liddy  told  Hunt  that  it 
could  not  be  called  off,  that  Mr.  Mitchell  had  orired  if  ^d  thS  t 
must  go  ahead. 

ihf.Ti^T.^^'^'  Senator,  I  do  not  vouch  for  any  of  the  reliability  of 
that  but  that  is  simply  hearsay  second-  or  third-hand. 

had  «  «KW  ^^1"!  "^^  ""Y  ?]'''''?"  "^  ^he  rumor  that  Mr.  MitcheU 

pardon  Klr°  mdy.         ^'''^'  ''''  ''^"  ""^^'^  '^  ^  Presidential 

He  said  that  he  thought  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  Liddv  cor- 
roborating McCord-pardon  me,  of  Hunt  corroborating  McCord  and 
you  would  have  a  situation  of  two  people  testifying  to  'hearsay,  so- 
called  double  hearsay.  He  then  reported  to  me  on  information  that  they 
were  hearing  and  -again  this  is  in  the  nimor  stage,  about  two  grand 
.luries  who  were  investigating  Mv.  Mitchell.  In  addition  to  the  New 
York  grand  jury  looknng  into  the  Vesco  matter,  that  there  was  a  sec- 
ond grand  jury  in  Washington,  D.C..  which  was  looking  into  money 
which  passed  from  a  man  named  Klein  to  ilr.  Mitchell  in  considera- 
tion ot  (jrovemment  contracts  for  Klein. 

Mr.  Httxdley.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  feel  I  must  break  in. 
I  discussed  this  with  Mr.  Hunt's  and  Mr.  ilitchell's  attorney  and  note 
tor  the  record  in  response  to  a  question.  Mr.  Ehrlichman  has  now  men- 
tioned the  \  esco  grand  jury  in  New  York,  he  is  touching  upon  another 
matter  tlnit  is  completely  unrelated  to  this  hearing  and  I  would  ur<re 
the  chairman  to  rule  at  this  time  that  there  should  not  be  any  more 
evidence  taken  about  this  April  13  meeting. 

Senator  EKV^^-.  Tliis  committee  agreed^t  the  start  as  I  understand 
It,  at  least  agreed  when  Mr.  Mitchell  was  here  and  also  when  Mr.  Stans 
was  hero,  that  we  could  not  go  into  the  Vesco  matter.  Wliile  the  com- 
mittee undoubtedly  has  authority  to  investigate  all  ctimpaign  contri- 
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bntions,  the  committee  unanimously  felt  that  o"t  of  f  Jl^-j;;  Se^!f„ 
tn,-v  =;t-nns  and  ^[t•  :\[  tchell  and  m  view  of  the  tact  that  there  was  an 
SilrmeS  rinding  about  this,  that  we  ought  to  refrain  from  c^ing 
Sto  it  I  -o^l'^.  tlferefore,  request  that  you  omit  any  statement  m  re- 

^^^Si:S;S?rW  Chairman,  may  I  say  that  I  entirely  a^^ee  with 
voritreaUyTs  probably  not  a  matter  of  law  but  a  sense  of  Jair  play 
Ihat  woSTnSc^te  whel  there  is  a  criminai  ease  V--^^S,^^^-,^Z 
t  an  indictment,  when  there  is  a  trial  impending,  that  not  only  th« 
Sitaei  who  may  be  the  named  defendant  in  this  case  ought  not  ^  ha  e 
to  SfT  on  thlt  subject,  but  I  think  other  witnesses  shou  d  be  cau- 
t?o3  S  a?oid  it  as  well.  I  think  the  st^atement  is  well  taken  and  I 
cciTend  C  for  urging  that  precaution  in  the  mterest  of  fairness. 

iJn^o/EK^^l^twithout  objection,  the  committee  will^nke 
from  the  rS^ord  any  testimony  thus  far  given  in  reference  to  the 

^"^  iSScH^x.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  might  say  for  myself  I  do  not 
fe^l^om^aSrabout  perviewing  second-  -^  third-hand  hearsaj 
and  a  great  deal  of  this  I  cannot,  I  cannot  assert  to  ^e  true  but  it  is 
sfmply  my  notes  of  a  meeting  and  what  someone  else  asserted  to  m^ 
Senator  Ervin.  Yes.  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  all  those  of  us 
who  "nterrogared  witnesses  do  not  confine  our  quesUons  to  elicit  from 
the^tnLs^what  he  has  personal  knowledge  of  ^y, -^^ortSely 
statements  made  by  parties  involved  with  him.  But  unfortunately, 
f  Ss  ^possible  tS  enforce  that  kind  of  a  rule  in  congressional 

^'ai?  EHRLicH>rAX.  If  I  may  skip,  then,  down  to  the  name  Mardian, 

toward  the  bottom  of  that  page „„^;Kiiifv  ^hat  the 

Senator  Ixoirre.  Mr.  Chairman,  m  view  of  the  possibility  that  the 
rest  of  this  int^ew  might  inadvertently  touch  upon  the  Vesco  tr ml 
I  wo^d  like  to  forego  any  inquiry  at  this  time  and  go  into  something 

^%v.  EHKLiCH.rAN.  Senator,  could  I  put  something  in  perspective  on 
the  last  page  of  these  notes?  Somehow  or  other  the^.  notes  have  ap- 
peared in  the  press  and  there  are  a  number  of  adiectives  ^^ich  have 
been  speculated  in  the  press  very  unfairly  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  I  wish 
If  I  may  simply  to  make  clear  that  these  six  or  seven  references  to 
Mr  Mit Aell  on  the  last  page  were  Mr.  Shapiro's  ^<?>'^^hand  charac- 

Lerization  and  did  not  in  any  way  constitute  an  evaluation  «ther  by 
Mr.  Colson  or  me  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  either  as  an  individual  or  as  a  poten^ 
tial  witness,  and  I  am  afraid  some  verv  cruel  i^^|.'-^"<:^„^,^,^;|^^:"^ 
derived  from  this  last  page  that  are  totally  unjustified  and  unfair. 

'  InSr^  f^^r^'^SiHichman,  in  the  last  few  minutes  remaining 
I  have t^few  qSi;ns  here  which  may  be  a  bit  repetitious  but  ,u^  for 
the  record,  sir,  did  the  President  ever  .isk  m  vour  P^/;^^^?™;^^ 
:^rarch  of  this  year  for  information  on  exactly  how  the  W.itergate 

'"^S'FH^l^,n"^ Ves.  sir.  In  this  sense,  that  on  repe.ated  occasions 
the  President  asked  tliat  a  complete  iind  definitive  statement  of  the 
Sole  Watergate  matter,  how  it  was  planned,  how  it  was  executed. 
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There  were  other  discussions  that  week  in  whirli  llaldenian  and 
Ehrlichmau  talked  about  pinning  this  entire  matter  on  MiteuelL  I 
hstened  vMch  some  interest  because  I  did  not  feel  chat  they  would  suc- 
ceed at  this  and  I  felt  that  also  they  Tould  hare  to  be  thinkin£r  about 
how  to  handle  the  coverup  activities  and  felt  tliat  I  would  undoubt- 
edly be  the  target  for  them  to  pin  everything:  with  regard  to  the 
coverup  on.  As  Ilaldeman  and  Ehrlichman  began  to  discuss  more 
about  getting  Mitchell  to  take  the  blame  for  authorizinir  this  plan  in 
the  fii-st  instance,  I  began  to  increase  my  conversations  with  the  prose- 
cutors about  the  coverup.  The  more  I  told  the  prosecutors  about  the 
coverup  the  more  interested  they  became  in  it.  At  this  time.  Haldeman 
and  Ehrlichman  were  still  unaware  of  mv  direct  dealings  with  the 
pro5ecu1x>rs.  '  '^ 

On  Friday,  April  13,  Fred  LaEue  capie  to  mv  office  to  see  me.  Before 
he  arrived  m  my  office  I  again  contacted  my'attornev  to  advise  him 
that  T  aRue  wanted  to  see  me  and  I  asked  what  I  should  do.  lie  ao-ain 
said  lie  thought  I  ought  to  meet  with  LaRue,  not  to  get  into  testi- 
monial areas,  but  to  make  a  memorandum  of  the  meetin<r.  I  have  sub- 
mitxed  a  copy  of  that  memorandum  to  the  committee. 

[The  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  Xo.  34r-46.*] 
Mr.  De.ax.  When  LaRue  and  I  met,  LaRue  told  me  that  he  thought 
he  was  going  to  be  called  before  the  grand  jury  shortly  and  he  wan'ted 
to  know  what  I  was  going  to  do  if  I  was  called.  I  told  him  I  was  "-oinn- 
to  tell  the  truth.  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  we  should  talk  aboiit 
testimony  because  we  could  be  asked  that  very  question  in  and  of 
itself^before  the  grand  jury.  LaRue  said.  ''Let  me  just  ask  one  ques- 
tion. He  asked  me  if  I  had  made  any  decisions  on  the  money  and  I 
told  him  that  I  had  not  but  I  had  merely  passed  messages  alonfr  and 
returned  messages.  He  said  that  he  had'assumed  that  to  be  the  case 
and  asked  me  how  I  was  going  to  handle  the  persons  above  me  who 
were  involved.  I  told  him  again  that  I  was  coing  to  withhold  nothin"- 
from  the  grand  jury  and  if  asked  I  would  respond.  '^ 

ilr.  LaRue  also  said  that  he  needed  some  legal  advice  and  I  su<t- 
^  gested  that  rather  than  getting  it  from  me  that  he  ouf^ht  to  "-et  inde- 
pendent counsel.  I  liked  Fred  LaRue  very  much  and^felt  ye"ry  sorry 
for  him  realizing  that  this  probably  would  be  the  last  convei-sation 
we  would  have  for  some  time  and  that  he  was  in  the  middle  of  this 
matter  not  necessarily  by  his  own  choice  but  by  the  circumstances  he 
found  himself  in  at  the  time. 

The  strategy-  that  was  now  developing  was  a  partial  uncoverintT  of 
the  coverup;  that  is.  to  get  Mitchell  to  step  foi-ward.  On  Friday, 
April  13.  I  went  to  Ehrlichman's  office  where  Ehrlichman  and  Halde- 
man were  present  and  discussing  a  meeting  that  they  had  just  had 
with  Colson  and  his  attorney,  ISlr.  Shapiro. 

They  informed  me  that  Colson  had  developed  a  plan  to  deal  with 
the  matter  and  that  was  that  Mitchell  should  be  smoked  out.  Ehrlich- 
niau  said  that  Colson  had  concluded  that  obviously  :Mitchell  had 
signed  off  on  this  matter  and  he  should  take  responsibility  for  it  to 
end  this  tiling.  Ehrlichman  also  .said  that  Colson  had  some  other  ideas 
including  the  fact  that  the  Gray  hearinirs  had  been  very  damairinsr 
to  me  publicly  and  I  should  certainly  not  take  any  position  oi'u  in 

•See  p.  1311. 
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front  dealin-  with  the  Ervin  committee  hearings  because  of  this.  I 
mi-'ht  add  that  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  were  most  conical  about 
CoTsons  sugirestions  and  said  to  me  that  he  was  really  scrambling  to 

'^^Thlv  d^cussing  the  Colson  plan  they  told  me  that  [Mitchell  would 
be  coming  down  to  talk  about  this  entire  matter.  There  yas  some  dis- 
cussion a1  to  how  to  smoke  Mitchell  out.  By  the  week's  end  it  bad 
been  decided  that  the  President  would  meet  with  Mitchell  and  ask 
him  about  his  knowledge  and  hopefully  the  President  would  be  able 
to  <'et  :^ntchell  to  come  forward.  I  told  them  I  doubted  very  senously 
if  Mitcliell  would  say  anything  to  anyone  about  this  matter.  While 
these  discussions  were  going  on,  the  President  called  Ehrlichinan 
and  tkey  had  a  brief  discussion  about  the  matter.  I  also  recall  that  at 
one  point  in  the  conversation  Ehrlichman  said  that  "He  s  right  here, 

referring  to  me.  -ir     oi.   rr       * 

On  Saturday,  April  14,  I  requested  my  attorney,  Mr.  bhatfer,  to 
come  to  mv  office.  I  told  him  that  Mitchell  was  coming  down  to  meet 
with  the  President  and  that  there  was  going  to  be  an  effort  to  srac^ke 
him  out.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  ideas  as  Ehrlichman  and  Halde- 
man  had  asked  me  if  I  had  anv  ideas.  Mr.  Shaffer  gave  me  a  former 
prosecutor's  answer  that  what  MitcheU  needs  is  a  good  cross- 
examination.  .,  1     ,       il.     T>         J      * 

I  told  him  I  did  not  think  that  that  was  possible  by  the  President 
because  the  President  was  not  the  cross-examining  type.  He  also  made 
a  couple  of  other  suggestions  which  would  have  resulted  m  the  Presi- 
dent having  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  if  he  got  any  admissions 
from  Mr  Mitchell.  I  passed  these  suggestions  along  subsequently  to 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  but  they  were  not  viable  suggestions. 

Mr  Shaffer  and  I  then  sat  down  and  began  reviewing  all  the  facts 
that  I  had  related  to  him.  I  told  him  I  wanted  his  opinion  bas^  on 
conversations  with  the  prosecutors  and  his  own  knowledge  ot  ttie 
criminal  law  as  to  who  had  problems  and  who  could  be  .indicted  and 
who  were  the  targets  of  the  grand  jury.  Mr.  Shaffer  and  I  discussed 
this  for  awhile  and  then  I  prepared  a  list  of  who  was  likely  to  be 
indicted  as  the  investigation  proceeded.  ^  ,,    ^  t       *.     ■*.!, -n;„ir 

I  had  guests  for  lunch  and  it  was  after  lunch  that  I  met  with  Dick 
Moore.  I  had  the  list  in  front  of  me  and  I  thought  that  I  would  see 
what  Moore's  reaction  to  it  was  because  I  was  planning  to  take  it  to 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  later.  I  showed  the  list  to  Dick  IVloore  and 
told  him  it  had  been  prepared  based  on  conversations  with  my  attorney 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  involvement  of  various  persons. 

I  told  him  that  I  felt  that  everybody  on  this  list  was  a  potential 
subiect  of  an  indictment.  When  I  showed  Moore  the  list  he  was  quite 
upset.  He  said  that  if  indeed  that  occurred  it  would  be  a  trenriendous 
tragedy  to  the  country.  He  was  shaken  by  the  list  and  the  seriousness 
with  which  I  discussed  it  with  him,  but  I  was  very  serious  m  my  desire 
to  stop  the  coverup  with  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  so  I  was  appre- 
ciative for  Moore's  reaction.  I  have  submitted  a  copy  of  the  document 
I  prepared  to  the  committee.  ,  ■■ -.  >t     oi   ^t  *i 

[The  document  referred  to  was  marked  e.^hibit  ^Jo.  •i-t-*'-  J 
Mv  Df.vx.  Later  that  afternoon  I  went  to  Ehrlichman  s  office  where 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  were  discussing  MitchoU's  visit.  I  learned 

•See  p.  1312. 
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35.     On  April  13,  1973,  the  day  Magruder  began  meeting  with  the 
prosecutors,  Lawrence  Higby,  staff  assistant  to  Haldeman,  had  two 
telephone  conversations  with  Magruder  which  were  taped  without  Magruder 's 
knowledge.   Higby  asked  Magruder  whether  his  testimony  was  going  to 
be  damaging  to  Strachan  and  Haldeman.  Magruder  said  it  would  damage 
Strachan  but  he  had  not  talked  to  Haldeman  about  the  Watergate  until  long 
after.   Higby  told  Magruder  that  it  wasn't  in  his  long  or  short  term 
interest  to  blame  the  White  House.   On  April  14,  1973  Ehrlichman  and 
Haldeman  reported  these  conversations  to  the  President.   Ehrlichman  told 
the  President  that  Higby  had  handled  Magruder  so  well  that  Magruder  had 
closed  all  his  doors  now  with  this  tape;  that  the  tape  would  beat  the 
socks  off  Magruder  if  he  ever  got  off  the  reservation. 


35.1  Jeb  Magruder  testimony,  2  SSC  808,  851, 
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35.2  Tape  recording  of  telephone  conversation  between 
Jeb  Magruder  and  Lawrence  Higby,  April  13,  1973 
(received  from  SSC),  and  House  Judiciary  Committee 
transcript  thereof,  9-10,  12-13,  14-16,  21 612 

35.3  White  House  edited  transcript  of  meeting  among 

the  President,  H.  R.  Haldeman  and  John  Ehrlichman, 

April  14,  1973,  8:55-11:31  a.m.,  1,  7-9 656 
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808 

Mr.  Dash.  And  Mr.  Haldeman  knew  that  then,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Magruder.  I  cannot  recall  in  my  meeting  with  him  in  January 
whether — yes,  I  am  sure  I  did  discuss  those  meetings,  yes. 

Mr.  Dash.  So  the  attempt  to  get  together  and  agree  on  that  meet- 
ing was  an  attempt  to  get  together  and  agree  on  at  least  from  your 
point  of  view,  would  be  the  full  story? 

jNIr.  Magruder.  That  is  correct,  Mr.  Haldeman  recommended  that 
Mr.  Dean  and  Mr.  Mitchell  and  I  meet,  which  we  did  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  Dash.  What  was  the  result  of  that  meeting? 

Mr.  Magruder.  I  realize  that  ^Nlr.  Dean  had  different  opinions  then 
as  to  what  he  would  do  probably,  and  so  then  my — I  thought  that 
probably  it  was  more  appropriate  that  even  on  that  ^Monday  that  I 
get  separate  counsel  so  that  I  could  get  advice  independent  of  the 
individuals  who  had  participated  with  me  in  these  activities. 

Mr.  Dash.  In  other  words,  you  really  could  not  agree  at  the  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Dean. 

^Ir.  jNIagruder.  Well,  it  was  cooperative. 

Mr.  Dash.  What  was  Mr.  Dean's  position? 

Mr.  ]VLvgruder.  He  would  not  indicate  a  position. 

■Mr.  Dash.  All  right.  Did  there  come  a  time  when  you  did  get 
independent  counsel? 

iNIr.  i\lAGRUDER.  Yes,  Mr.  Parkinson,  who  was  counsel  of  the  com- 
mittee, recommended  Mr.  Bierbower  and  on  that  Saturday  I  went 
to  meet  him,  he  was  out  of  the  country,  and  I  met  him  and  we  agreed, 
he  agreed  to  be  my  counsel  that  Saturday  evening. 

Mr.  Dash.  Did  there  come  a  time  when  you  decided  that  you  should 
go  to  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  ? 

Mr.  Magruder.  Yes,  that  is  correct. 

Mr.  Dash.  "When  did  you  go  to  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  ? 

Mr.  Magruder.  We  agreed,  they  discussed  the  things  with  the  U.S. 
attorney,  I  think  on  April  12  and  I  saw  them  informally  on  April  13 
and  saw  them  formally  on  April  14  on  Saturday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Dash.  At  that  time  did  you  tell  everything  to  the  assistant  U.S. 
attorneys? 

Mr.  JNIagruder.  Yes,  I  cooperated. 

Mr.  Dash.  Who  did  you  meet  with  ? 

Mr.  Magruder.  Mr.  Silbert,  Mr.  Glanzer,  and  Mr.  Campbell. 

Mr.  Dash.  Did  you  tell  them  everything  you  are  now  telling  this 
committee? 

^Ir.  Magruder.  Yes. 

Mr.  Dash.  Did  you  have  a  meeting  afterward  with  ^Ir.  Ehrlichman? 

Mr.  Magrxjder.  Yes,  Mr.  Ehrlichman  called  while  I  was  with  the 
U.S.  attoineys  and  asked  me  would  I  come  over  and  talk  to  him  about 
the  case.  We  talked  to  the  U.S.  attorneys  and  they  agreed  as  a  courtesy 
that  we  should  and  Mr.  Bierbower  and  the  other  attorney  with  Mr. 
Bierbower  and  I  went  to  sec  Mr.  Ehrlichman  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  Dash.  Tiien,  according  to  that  meeting  that  you  had  with  Mr. 
Ehrlichman,  what  happened? 

i[r.  Maokuder.  We  told  him  in  rather  capsule  form  basically  what  I 
told  vou  tliis  morning. 

Mr.  Dash.  All  right. 

Now,  I  have  just  two  final  questions.  I  want  to  go  back  to  the  time 
when  you  came  back  from  Califoinia  to  Washington,  jnitting  you  back 
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851 

Mr.  Magrtider.  Xow,  you  have  to  remember  that  the  only  person 
that  I  know  of  who  sent  Mr.  Hunt  to  work  for  Mr.  Liddy  was 
Mr.  Howard  who  worked  for  Mr.  Colson  so  that  someone  like  Clark 
MacGregor  would  have  no  knowledge  of  :Mr.  Hunt,  either.  I  think 
Mr.  MacGregor,  as  an  example,  was  completely  in  the  dark  throughout 
the  entire  campaign  and  probably  today  is  glad  that  he  was. 
[Laughter.] 

Senator  Montoya.  Now,  how  many  times  would  you  say  you  talked 
to  him  ?  You  haven't  answered  that  question. 

Mr.  Magruder.  I  am  sorry,  talked  to 

Senator  Montoya.  To  Mr.  Haldeman  about  the  "Watergate. 
Mr.  Magruder.  I  talked  to  him  the  day  after  the  break-in  on  Sunday, 
I  talked  to  him  in  January — now,  about  the  true  facts  about  the  Water- 
gate only  in  January.  We  talked  during  the  campaign  a  number  of 
times,  not  very  often  about  the  public  relations  aspects  but  not  about 
how  it  happened,  of  how  we  were  going  to  counteract  the  press  activity 
that  was  occurring  during  the  campaign,  quite  a  different  story,  and 
you  did  not  have  to  be  involved  in  the  break-in  to  try  to  handle  it. 

Senator  Montoya.  You  mean  you  could  handle  it,  publicity  wise,  if 
you  didn't  know  the  details? 

Mr.  Magruder.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  many  people  did  handle  it  who  did 
not  know  the  details. 

Senator  Montoya.  Then  you  had  an  April  meeting  from  which  you 
emerged  and  went  down  to  the  CRP  and  told,  I  think,  Mr.  Poiter  that 
the  secrecy  was  out  and  now  you  could  divulge  everything? 
Mr.  Magruder.  That  is  correct.  ° 

Senator  Montoya.  You  told  Mr.  Porter  that,  didn't  you  ? 
Mr.  Magruder.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Montoya.  Now,  who  participated  at  this  White  House  meet- 
mg  in  April  when  this  decision  was  made  or  communicated  to  you  ? 
Mr.  Magruder.  Let  me  move  back. 

On  the  Wednesday  before,  I  think  it  was  a  Wednesday,  I  called  ilr. 
Haldeman's  office,  I  think  this  conversation  is  taped  and  I  talked  to 
Mr.  Higbe  who  was  his  assistant  and  I  said,  "Larrv,  I  have,  as  you 
know,  specific  problems  and  it  is  veiy  difficult  for  me  to  continue  my 
position  on  this  matter.  Could  you  ask  Bob  if  there  are  any  instructions 
that  I  should  have  that  would  be  beneficial  to  me?" 

I  was  basically  asking  for  guidance  from  Mr.  Haldeman.  Mr.  Hi^bv 
came  back  to  me  and  said,  "Yes,  Bob  can't  talk  to  vou  but  he  wants 
you  to  know  that  the  President  wants  you  to  tell  the  truth,"  and  "or 
he  wants  you  to  tell  the  truth,"  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  the 
^sident  or  he,  "and  that  you  sliould  take  the  advice  of  your  lawyers." 
'hen,  on  Thui-sday  and  Friday  my  lawvei'S  dealt  with  the  U.S. 
attorney's  office.  On  Saturday  I  met  with  the  LLS.  attorneys  in  the 
morning  and  through  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Ehrlichman  called  my  at- 
toi-ney's  office  and  asked  me  if  I  would  come  to  his  office.  The  F-S. 
attorneys  and  my  attorneys  agreed  that  that  would  be  api)ropriate 
as  a  courtesy.  We  went,  my  two  attorneys  and  mvself  went  to  Mr. 
Ehrhchman's  office  and,  in  effect,  gave  him  a  capsule"  version  of  what  I 
have  discussed  today.  My  understanding  is  that  he  taped  that  con- 
versation also. 

Senator  Montoya.   Now,  who  called  you  at  tlie  U.S.  attornevs 
office.  Air.  Haldeman  or  Mr.  Elirlichman  ? 
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TRANSCRIPT  PREPARED  BY  THE  IMPEACHMENT  INQUIRY 
STAFF  FOR  THE  HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  A 
RECORDING  OF  A  TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION  BETWEEN 
TPR  mr,RimF.R  A^m  T  AT.rR™rF  »Tr,RV  ON  APRIL  IJ,  J.^/^. 


FEMALE 
VOICE : 


No.  He's  not  here.   I  don't  know  when  he'll  be  in. 
Can  I  have  him  call? 


HIGBY: 


Uh,  has  he  been  in  today? 


FEMALE 
VOICE : 


No.  Not  at  all. 


HIGBY : 


I  see.  He's  at  home  probably. 


FEMALE 
VOICE : 


Probably,   we  haven't  even  heard. 


HIGBY : 


Okay.     Thank  you. 


FEMALE 
VOICE : 


Okay. 


HIGBY : 


Bye. 


HIGBY : 


Hi. 


MAGRUDER:  Hello. 


HIGBY ; 


How  are  you? 
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MAGRUDER: 


All  right. 


HIGBY: 


Say,  I  wanted  to  call  you.   I've  just  picked  up  a 
story  here  that  really  bugs  the  shit  out  of  me. 
Ehrlichman  just  called  down  here  and  says  that  he's 
received  word  that  you  have  talked  to  two  reporters 
and  given  the  story  out  with  regard  to  Watergate, 


MAGRUDER: 


That  bullshitter. 


HIGBY : 


that  said  that  you  had  talked  to  them  and  in  the  story, 
you  mention  the  fact  that  you'd  talked  to  Haldeman  re- 
garding the  bugging  in  general  and  the  Watergate 
specifically. 


MAGRUDER: 


I  don't  know  what  he's  talking  about. 


HIGBY: 


Also  said,  uh,  that 


MAGRUDER: 


Larry  —  Look  [unintelligible].   Larry, 


HIGBY : 


Mitchell  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Watergate 


MAGRUDER : 


Larry, 


HIGBY : 


or  control  over  the  Committee. 


MAGRUDER:      stop  the  bullshit.   I'm  not  going  to  fool  around. 
I  didn't  talk  to  any  reporters.   Now  that's 
ridiculous. 
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HIGBY :         Really? 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


God  damn  it! 

Well  I  can't  believe  it  because  I  can't  understand 
what  the  hell  kind  of  a  game  you'd  be  playing  in 
trying  something  like  that. 

Damn  it  Larry.  No,  I  told  you  the  other  night.  Didn't 
I?  Now  what  do  you  guys  have  to  have?  A  God  damn 
television  set? 

Well  you  told  me  the  other  night  — 

I  told  you  the  other  night,  I  was  going  to  do  what 
my  lawyers  told  me  to  do. 

That's  right  and  I  can't  believe  they  would  — 

[Unintelligible]  my  lawyers  aren't  going  to  tell  me 
tell  me  to  go  tell  two  stupid  reporters.  Now  Jesus 
Christ,  would  you  guys  start  thinking! 

Well,  that's  why  I  wanted  to  call  you,  Jeb.   I 
couldn't  believe  it. 

Well,  it's  just  ridiculous. 

Is  somebody  trying  to  screw  you  here? 
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MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


I  don't  —  Who  the  shit  cares  anymore?  You  know? 
I  mean  this  is  just  ridiculous.   I  don't  know  who 
thinks  anybody's  kidding  an —  who  anymore.   I  mean 
that  kind  of  crap,   Jesus  Christ.   I  mean  that  just 
makes  me  sick,  Larry. 

It  makes  me  sick  too  because  I  can't  see  what  possible 
gain  you  would  have  (1)  by  talking  to  the  press  in 
general 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


and  by  (2)  giving  them  any  kind  of  a  story  like  that. 

First  of  all  [unintelligible]  wrong. 

But  I,  uh,  I  wouldn't  even  have  said,  said  anything  like 
had,  had  Ehrlichman  not  hit  me  directly  on  that.   Ho  was 
trying  to  reach  Haldeman,  Haldeman  was  in  with  the 
President.   And  I  said  uh,  I  said,  "What's  the  problem 
John?"  And  he  went  through  this  thing.   And  I  just 
about  dropped  my  drawers . 

Well  Larry,  look,  you  know,  the  game  is  over  on  this  whole 
thing  and  I  am  certainly  not  going  to  go  and  tell  a  reporter 
or  two  reporters  and  if  I  do,  I'm  not  going  to  tell  them 
a  story  that's  absolutely  ridiculous. 
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HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
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In  other  words,  you  haven't  talked  to  any  reporters. 

I  haven't  talked  to  any  reporters.   I  haven't  talked  to 
reporters  on  this  story  since,  you  know,  who  knows  when, 
as  far  as  any  substance  is  concerned.  You  know,  that's, 
you  know  there's  no  reason  to  do  that  Larry. 

I  couldn't  believe  that. 

Now  there's  no  reason.   But,  uh  the  worst  place  would 
be  to  tell  reporters.  You  don't  tell  reporters.  McCord 
may  —  that's  his  problem.   Shit.  Secondly,  I  wouldn't 
tell  them  an  incorrect  story. 

Did  you  talk  to  Haldeman? 

Well  other  th— th—th—  not  only  did  I  talk  ~  that 
is  minor.  Uh,  I  may  or  may  not  have  talked  to  Haldeman, 
right?  But  I  certainly  wouldn't  tell  him  the  story  that 
what  —  Mitchell  was  not  involved? 

Uh,  the,  the  quote  was  out  of  the  story,  that,  uh  John 
just  had  it  cold,  which  I  couldn't  believe.  He  said  that, 
that  you,  you,  told  the—  these  two  guys  it—  He  wasn't 
sure  if  it  was  one  interview  or  two  -  that  first  of  all  you 
had  no  knowledge,  that  Mitchell  had  no  knowledge  of  Water- 
gate, or  he  had  no  control  over  the,  and  he  had  no  control 
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over  the  Connnittee . 

MAGRUDER:      Jesus  Christ.   That's  just  ridiculous.   That  isn't 
even,  you  know  —  What,  does  Ehrlichman  need  his 
head  examined? 

HIGBY:         Well  I  don't  think  John  —  no,  John  wouldn't,  wouldn't 
jump  to  conclusions  on  something  like  that.   He  must 
have  got  it  somewhere  that  was  factual. 

MAGRUDER:      He  maybe  got  it  from  somewhere.   I  don't  —  Yeah,  I've 

done  so  much  junk  on  this  that  I  can't  believe  it.   I've 
told  you.   I  told  you  the  other  night.   I  asked  you  if, 
if  there  was  any  direction  I  should  get  from,  from  Bob. 

HIGBY:         [Unintelligible]  and  the  direction  was:   do,  do  exactly 
what  your  lawyers  tell  you  to. 

MAGRUDER:      That's  what  exactly  what  I'm  going  to  do. 

HIGBY:         And  then  you  said  you  were  going  to  go  up' and  see  Mitchell. 
And  I  thought  Jesus  Christ,  maybe  Mitchell  told  you  some- 
thing, and,  and  this  was  the  result  of  that. 

MAGRUDER:      No.   No,  Mitchell  didn't  tell  me  anything  at  all.   Mitchell 
had  told  me  something,  yes.   But  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  —  [draws  breath]  I  mean  Mitchell  has  his  own  desires 
in  this  case  as  you  know  which  may  be  in  con —  conflict 
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now  with  mine.      I  don't  know. 


HIGBY : 


Oh,  really? 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Well,  yeah.  Very  well  may  be  in  conflict  with  mine. 

Does  he,  what  does  he  —  What  position's  he  on  now? 
Still  the  same  one? 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah,  I  mean  I  don't,  uh  — 


HIGBY : 


Stonewall  it? 


MAGRUDER:      That's  right.   I  don't  see  that  I  can  stonewall  it, 
Larry,  probably. 


HIGBY : 


Yeah, 


MAGRUDER: 


My  lawyers  don't  and  I  doubt  if  I  can. 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


I  think  I  is  going  to  be  in  Lewisberg  quite  soon  Larry. 


HIGBY: 


Who  is? 


MAGRUDER : 


I  am. 


HIGBY : 


Oh,  I  ~ 


MAGRUDER:      Oh  [Laughs]  Larry,  I  mean  you  know. 
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HIGBY:         Well  the  thing  I  couldn't  understand  — 

MAGRUDER:       [Unintelligible]  fool  around.   This  fooling  around. 

I'm  not  talking  about  published  stories.   I'm  probably 
going  to  jail,  Larry.   God  damn  it. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY ; 


MAGRUDER : 


Of  all  the,  of  all  the,  the  guys  to  turn  on  though,  Bob 

—  I  just  couldn't  believe  it.   'Cause,  uh,  you  know. 

Bob  has  been  the  guy  that  has  brought  you  here  and,  and  — 

Do  you  think  I  would  turn  on  Bob? 

I  honestly  didn't.   That's  why  I  couldn't  believe  this 
story.   And  I  told  Ehrlichman  I  thought  it  was,  you  know  he's 
probably  got  a  crock  of  shit  here.  And  he  said,  well, 
"Would  you  please  get  this  to  Bob.   Bob's  still  in  with 
the  President."  But  I  wanted  to  get  the  damn  thing  to 
you  to  find  out  what  the  story  was. 

All  right.   But,  I  mean  the  fact  is  that,  that  if  I  have 
to  discuss  the  case,  I  will  discuss  it  only  with  the  proper 
authority  and  obviously,  if  I  do  discuss  the  case,  and 
have  to  get  to  that  point,  I'm  going  to  have  to  tell  them 
the  facts.   I'm  not  going  to  lie  any  more. 

Yeah. 

I've  committed  perjury  so  many  times  now  that  I'm,  uh. 
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HIGBY : 
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you  know,  I'm  uh,  I've  got  probably  a  hundred  years 

on  perjury  alone. 

Well,  I  just  couldn't  believe  you'd  go  around  telling  — 

I  would  not  tell  reporters.   If  I  tell  the  story,  I 
will  tell  it  to  the  proper  authorities,  which  is  not 
the  Senate.   I  would  tell  it  to  the  appropriate  U.  S. 
Attorney's  Office.  Uh,  and  I  would  tell  it  as,  as  I 
know  it,  and  I  would  tell  all  the  truth  fully  and  com- 
pletely. 

Well,  I  just  couldn't  see  why.  where  you  would  have 
anything  to  gain  for  yourself  by  turning  on  the  White 
House  or  by,  uh,  turning  on  Bob. 

Larry,  you've  got  to  realize,  I'm  not  going  to  turn  on 
anybody.   I  probably,  if  I  have  to,  will  tell  the  story. 
If  I  do.   I  haven't  decided  yet  if  I  will. 

Well,  if  you  tell  the  story,  I  don't  think  Haldeman  has 
anything  to  worry  about. 
[Unintelligible]  nothing  to  worry  about.  Now  you,  you  - 

•cause  you  never  discussed  this  God  damned  thing  with 

him. 

Larry,  there's  no  problem.  Now  you've  got  one  guy  who. 
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uh,  maybe  has  a  problem.   You  know  that. 


HIGBY : 


Who? 


MAGRUDER: 


Your  friend.   My  friend.   If  I  ever  have  to. 


HIGBY : 


Who?   Gordon? 


MAGRUDER: 


Gordon,  of  course. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


But  that's,  that's  life.   I  mean,  you  know,  we've 
ruined  every  half  —  you  know.   You  know. 


Hm. 


MAGRUDER:      Our  lives  are  all  ruined  right  now  anyway.   You  know, 

most  of  ours.   Mine  is  certainly  and  so  will  many  others 
before  this  is  over.   I  think  we  ought  to  realize  that. 


HIGBY : 


Well,  the  thing  that  bothered  me  is  by,  by,  if,  if  some- 
thing like  this  had  come  out,  obviously  I'm  worried 
about  Bob,  but. 


MAGRUDER: 


Course  you  are.   You  should  be. 


HIGBY : 


but  that  just  put. 


MAGRUDER : 


Well  ~ 
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HIGBY:         but  that  just  puts  it  right  at  the  President. 

MAGRUDER:      I  would  not,  under  any  circumstance,  discuss  anything 

with  anyone  outside  of  my  lawyers  and  the  U.  S.  Attorney's 
Office,  number  one.  All  right? 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


'   HIGBY ; 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


He  —  and  you  didn't  do  that. 

I  have  not  talked  to  any  reporters.   I  did  not  discuss 
that  — 

Ehrlichman  was  so  God  damned  sure  about  it . 

Well  you  tell  Ehrlichman  to  go  to  hell.   For  me. 

I  mean,  you  just  tell  him.   I'm  tired  of  this  bullshit. 

You  know,  we're  not  playing  games  anymore.   I  is  going 
to  go  to  jail,  Larry.  You  know,  I  mean  there's  no 
question  about  it:   I'm  going  to  jail.   The  question 
is  for  how  long,  is  all  the  question  is  now. 

Are  you  at  home  now? 

No,  I'm  here  at  the  attorney's  office. 

Well,  okay.   I  wanted  to  get  it  to  you  and  I'm  just 
going  to,  I'm  going  to,  I'm  going  to  lob  in  our 
conversation  in  the  notes  I've  made  here,  uh,  along 
with  this  Ehrlichman  thing,  'cause  (1)  either  Ehrlich- 
man' s  guy  is  full  of  shit,  or  you  are. 
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MAGRUBER:       Well,  huh,  I  guarantee  you  when  the  facts  are  known,  you 
will  find  I  talked  to  no  one. 

HIGBY:  Really? 

MAGRUDER:       Except  my  lawyers. 

HIGBY:  Huh. 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


I've  talked  to  no  one  else  yet  and  I  have  not  decided  whether 
I  will  talk  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office.   If  I  do,  — 

Huh. 

Uh,  I'm  sure  they  will  get  all  the  facts,  as  I  know  them. 
They  will  have  —  Bob.   Haldeman  will  have  no  problem  with 
those  facts . 


HIGBY : 


Huh. 


MAGRUDER:       John  Mitchell  will.   John  Dean  will.   And  Gordon  will, 
probably. 

HIGBY:  Well,  my  friend,  if  there's  anything  I  can  do,  let  me 

know. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


As  I  told  you,  I'm  still  with  everybody.   The,  the  thing 
is  that,  uh,  you  know,  I  am  facing  between  a  hundred, 
hundred  and  twenty-five  year  sentence. 

Jesus  Christ. 
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MAGRUDER:      At  uh  -  Now,  obviously,  I'm  not  going  to  do  that,  I  mean 
serve  that,  but,  uh,  uh,  uh  —  Isighs] 

HIGBY:         Well  your  best  thing  I  would  guess  is  has  to  -  I  mean 
you,  you  can't  screw  this  place  in  the  process  of  doing 
that. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


I,  I  — 


for  long  term  or  short  term. 


No,  I  can't.   Larry,  I'm  probably  going  to  have  to  -- 
I  don't  know  what  I'm  going  to  do.   I  can't,  I  can't 
lie  any  more. 


Yeah. 


I  cannot 


t  lie  any  more.   I've  lied  — 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

been  to  the  Grand  Jury.   I've  protected  John  Mitchell. 

I've  protected  the  President 

Yeah. 

when  it  was  important.   Uh,  the  story  is  going  to  come 
out.   I  have  to  do  what  I  have  to  do  now  to  protect 
whatever  I  can,  and  I  — 
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HIGBY:         Did,  is  somebody  else  talked  to  the  press  or  something, 
Jeb?   Uh,  when  you  say  the  story  is  going  to  come  out, 
I  just  — 

MAGRUDER:      I,  I'm  sure  ~  Well,  I  can't  —  I  don't  know  who  could 
talk  to  the  press  about  that. 


HIGBY: 


I  see. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Uh,  I  mean,  maybe  somebody  has.   I  don't  know.   Uh,  the 
number  of  players  in  this  game  and  the  number  of  uh, 
people  who  are  talking  now  are,  is,  is  enormous.   I 
mean,  half  the  White  House  staff  has  been  down  to  the 
Grand  Jury. 

Well,  you  know,  I've  been  on  the  periphery  of  this  God 
damned  thing  and  it  —  to  my  knowledge  you  never  did 
talk  to  Haldeman  about  any  of  this  kind  of  bullshit. 

Well  I  did  talk  to  him  one  time  long  after  it  was  over. 


HIGBY: 


Yeah,  I  mean  before  it  was  started. 


MAGRUDER:      Of  course  not.   Jesus  Christ,  no!   The  only  person  I  ever 
dealt  with  was  Gordon.   You  know  — 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


that,  Larry.   I  never  talked  to  you  about  it. 
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HIGBY:         I  know  that. 

MAGRUDER:      I  talked  to  Gordon,  is  all  I  talked  to. 

HIGBY:         Did,  did  Gordon  ever  relay  to  you  any  instructions  from 
Haldeman  on  it? 

MAGRUDER:      Nope. 

HIGBY:        He  didn't. 

MAGRUDER:      He,  he,  he  did  in  — ,  he  never  relayed  — 

HIGBY:         He  never  said  to  you  anything  like,  uh,  "Haldeman  says 
to  go  ahead  with  the  bugging,"  or  any  of  that  kind  of 
bullshit? 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY ; 


No,  No. 
Huh. 


MAGRUDER:      He  indicated  to  me  — 

HIGBY:         Well  you  told  me  once  that  was  the  case. 

MAGRUDER:      No,  well  let  me  tell  you  what  he  did  indicate  as  best 
I  can  recollect,  and,  it's  hard  to  recollect  exactly 
what  happened.   He  did  indicate  to  me  that,  uh,  uh, 
that,  you  know,  how  do  you  put  it,  that  it  was,  uh. 
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not  approved  or  anything  like  that,  but  that,  that 
they,  he,  Gordon,  had  heard  or  did  not  have  any 
disagreement  with  it,  or  something  to  that  effect. 


HIGBY: 


I  see. 


MAGRUDER : 


No  indication  that  Bob  had  ever  seen  anything  — 


HIGBY : 


Or  the  President? 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Shit  no.   Nothing  at  all.   Look,  Larry,  there  is  no 
way,  in  anything  I  will  ever  say  that  will  im —  impli- 
cate the  President  of  the  United  States  in  anything. 

Yeah.  Well,  I'm  going  knock  the  shit  out  of  this 
story  — 


MAGRUDER: 


You  know. 


HIGBY: 


and  Ehrlichman. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


you  know,  I  mean,  you  know  these  stupid  sons-of- 
bitches  are  sitting  there,  uh,  you  know,  and 

You  might  want  to,  you  might  want  to  keep  your  ears 
open  and  have  your  people  because  this  story  must 
be  floating  around  if  John's  picked  it  up. 
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MAGRUDER:      Look,  you  know  damn  well  that  there's  a  rumor 

that  they're  going  to  dump  everything  on  me.   You 
know  that  Larry. 

HIGBY:         No  I  don't. 

MAGRUDER:      Well,  the  rumor's  all  over  town  on  that  basis. 

That  Magruder  is  the  pigeon  and  he's  going  to  take 
it  —  all  the  gas. 


HIGBY : 


Well, 


MAGRUDER: 


Damn  it. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Okay. 

And  I'm  sure  that  there's  all  sorts  of  people  that 
are  going  to,  would  love  to  dump  it  on  me  and  I 
understand  that.   I  understand  that  I  am  the  easiest 
one  right  now  to  dump  it  on.   But  I  tell  you  right 
now  that  the  President  will  never  be  implicated,  when 
I  tell,  if  I  tell  the  truth,  and  I  will  tell  the 
truth  if  I  talk.   Obviously,  I'm  not  going  to  re- 
perjure  myself  Larry. 
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HIGBY : 


Yeah,    yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


I  mean,    I   can't   go  down  and   lie. 


HIGBY : 


Okay  my  friend. 


MAGRUDER : 


But,  uh  — 


HIGBY: 


I  just  wanted  to  give  this  to  you. 


MAGRUDER: 


[unintelligible]  the  problem  with  me  — 


HIGBY : 


Well,  Bob  doesn't  know  about  this  yet. 


MAGRUDER:       Well  he  doesn't  have  any  problem  because  there  isn't 
any  problem.   Other  people  will  have  a  problem  that 
I'm  afraid  like  I  have  to  face,  they  are  going  to 
have  to  face . 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


I'm  sorry,  but  we  are  going  to  have  to  face  it. 


HIGBY : 


Okay. 


MAGRUDER:       And  you,  you  know,  you  guys  ought  to  realize  that, 
uh  — 


HIGBY : 


Has  Mitchell  given  you  any  advice? 
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MAG RUDER: 
HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


Yes. 

What's  he,  what's  he  want  you  to  --  or  do  you  not  want 

to  get  into  it? 

I  can  get  into  it  but  I  haven't  talked  to  Mitchell  yet. 

When  I  make  my  decision  — 


Oh 


didn't  you  go  up  and  see  him? 


No. 

I  thought  you  went  up  to  see  him. 

I  was  going  to,  but  I  decided  since  I  hadn't  made  my 
decision  — 

You  know,  after  you  and  I  talked. 

Yeah.   But  I  hadn't  made  my  decision,  Larry.   I  just 
said  to  my  -  said  to  you,  I  think  that,  that  I've  got 
to  do  now  what  I  feel  has  to  be  done  based  on  my,  the 
advice  of  my  lawyers. 

well  that's  exactly  what  Bob  feels  you  should  do. 

Bob  feels  -  now,  if  what  my  lawyers  tell  me  to  do  is 
to  make  a  clean  breast  of  things  -  get  the  thing  out 
in  the  proper  judicial  form,  by  the  way,  not  in  any 
press  story  — 
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HIGBY :         Yeah . 

MAGRUDER:      Uh,  then  I  will  tell  John  that.   Of  course,  he  will  be 
upset  with  me  because  I  obviously  will  implicate  John 
Mitchell . 


HIGBY : 


Uh  hm. 


MAGRUDER:      Uh,  and  you  know  that  Larry. 

HIGBY:         Well,  I  don't  know  that  of  my  own  accord.   I  mean  every- 
thing you  read  would  indicate  — 

MAGRUDER:      —  would  indicate  that.   I  will  implicate  John  Dean  uh, 
and  I'll  implicate  Gordon 


HIGBY : 


Hm. 


MAGRUDER: 


to  some  extent .   Uh 


HIGBY : 


I  was  going  to  say,  if  Gordon,  if  you  just  had  that  one 
conversation  then. 


MAGRUDER : 


No  we  didn't.   See,  he  got  everything,  Larry,  from  me. 


HIGBY : 


Oh. 


MAGRUDER:      And  he  knows  that  but,  I'm  sure  he  did  nothing  with  it 
by  the  way,  it  was  all  junk.   The  whole  thing  was  a 
waste  of  time. 
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Yeah.   [Draws  breath]  O.K. 


\,^,-   T  c;3v   'cause  he  never  had 
problem,  uh,  no  matter  what  I  say. 

anything  to  do  with  it  as  far  as  I  know. 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 
MAGRUDER: 
HIGBY: 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 


[Unintelligible] 


And  I  can  tell  that  tru 


thfully  and  honestly. 


Very  good  sir. 


All  right.   But  would  you 


Yeah,  I'm  going  to,  I'm  —  Oh 


Id  you  knock  that  other  thing  down 


I'm  going  to  do  more  than 


tooc.  it  do-™,  X'.  som.  to  Shove  it  „P  =o.ebod,-s  rear, 
not  going  to  screw  anybody  other  than  - 


Yeah. 


what  has  to  be  done  now  to  ge 

Yeah. 
You  know. 

O.K.  sir. 

O.K.  Larry. 
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HIGBY:         Yep,  see  you  later. 


MAGRUDER: 


O.K. 


MAGRUDER:       [unintelligible]  anyone  [unintelligible] 
HIGBY:         Yeah. 

MAGRUDER:      One  thing  you  should  be  aware  of,  I'm  sure,  and  I 
thought  you  all  would  be  and,  is  that  the  standard 
line  our  Committee  is  taking,  that,  Shumway  has  taken, 
that  Mitchell  has  taken  when  asked,  that  I  have  taken 
when  asked,  anyone  has  taken  when  asked  is  we,  at  the 
present  time,  so  far,  anyway,  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  Watergate. 

HIGBY:         Yeah. 

MAGRUDER:      And  that  we  did  not,  and  if  asked  the  question:   "Do 

we  have  any  knowledge  of  anyone  else?",  we've  said  not 
to  our  knowledge. 

HIGBY:         Uh  hm. 

MAGRUDER:      Now,  what  they're  trying  to  do  which  has  been  very 

obvious,  by  the  way,  to  me  anyway,  is  they're  trying 
to  get  Shumway,  as  an  example,  to  say,  well  that  means 
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that  you  mean  that  someone  else  maybe  had  something 
to  do  with  it  like,  you  know,  X  or  Y  or  Z.   They've 
done  that  and  I'm  sure  there's  —  going  to  continue 
to  do  that  until  it's  out. 

Uh  hm. 


MAGRUDER:      Playing  people  off  against  [unintelligible].   I 
think 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


that's  very  understandable  as  having  happened. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

It  will  continue  to  happen.   Now  I've  heard  all  sorts 
of  things,  Larry,  about  people  trying  to  dump  it  off 
on  me,  as  an  example. 

Hm. 

I  don't  reply  to  those.   I  don't  get  mad  and  call  you 
or  Bob  and  say,  "Would  you  tell  X  to  stop  some  of  it." 
Right?  There's  no  purpose  in  it  any  more. 

Yeah. 

Just  ~  You've  got  to  ignore  those  kind  of  [unintelligible] 
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HIGBY:         Well  I  was,  I  was  (1)  of.  of  course  shocked,  and.  and,  and 
skeptical;  (2)  wanted  to  make  sure  that,  you  know,  if 
I  could  recede  before  this  thing  got  into  Bob,  before 
everything  started  flying  apart  here  ~ 


MAGRUDER: 


Right. 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


and  see  what  the  story  was.   Also,  (3)  to  find  out  if 
there  was  any  truth  to  it. 

Well,  you  know,  it's  just,  uh,  you  know,  there's  no, 
you  know,  as  —  let  me  t— ,  let  me  take  the  kind  of 
thing  though  that  we've  got  to  expect  they're  going  to 
do  and  they've  done  it  already. 

Who  is  the  they? 

Anybody,  I  mean,  you  know.  Woodward  and  Bernstein,  say, 
who  we  won't  even  talk  with  as  an  example.   I  mean  Shumway 
will  not  talk  with  them,  as  an  example.   Those  are  the 
guys  that  have  —  the  Post  guys.   Is  what  they  did  on 
Sunday,  is  say:   If  Strachan  had  any  knowledge,  you  know, 
therefore,  since  he  is  a  runner,  X  has  knowledge. 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER:      Now,  you,  you,  you've  got  to  figure  that's  what  they've 
done  to  me.   They've  said,  well:   If  Magruder  had  any 
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knowledge  that  means  obviously  Mitchell  did.   That  kind 
of  uh,  of  uh,  technique.   And  I  fully  expect  them  to 
continue  doing  anything  of  that  kind  if  they  can  get 
away  with  it. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

I  mean  they've  done  it;  they  continue  to  do  it.   I  mean 
the  Post  particularly  but,  uh,  [draws  breath],  you  know, 
you  name  it,  every  one  has  done  that  kind  of  thing: 
That  therefore  if  Liddy  did  it,  it  couldn't  be  Liddy, 
it  must  be  someone  else,  therefore  it  must  be  Magruder, 
or  maybe  Dean,  and  if  Dean  did  it  or  Magruder  did  it 
therefore  it  must  be  other  people. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

And  the  same  with  Gordon  on  Sunday.   The  guy  in  the  Post 
did  that  for  Gordon, 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


if  you  remember.   But,  uh,  if  I  called  you  every  time 
somebody  said  to  me,  "The  White  House  guys  are  saying  — ,' 
you  know,  I'd  call  you  every  day. 
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Oh,  well  this  was  a  complete  break,  though.   And,  I 
mean,  the  way  this  came  across,  and  as  I  say,  with 
Ehrlichman  saying  it. 

Yeah. 


HIGBY : 


He  doesn't,  he  doesn't  just  blithely  go  around  doing 
it.   I  wish  I  knew  where  he  got  it  from.   I  think  — 
wasn't  in  a  position  to  ask  him.   But,  uh,  when  he, 
when  he  says  it,  obviously  I'm,  if  I'm,  I'm  going  to 
call  you. 


MAGRUDER:       Sure.   Of  course,  I,  I  understand  that. 

HIGBY:  And,  uh,  obviously,  that,  were  it  true,  that  would 

have  been,  been  a  substantial  problem. 

MAGRUDER:       Of  course  it  would.   But  you're  not  going  to  have  that 
problem  because  that  isn't  true. 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER : 


You  know. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


He  said,  he,  he  said  that  apparently  it  was  —  come  from 
two  unimpeachable  sources. 

Well  that's  a  lot  [ring]  of  —  you  know,  unimpeachable 
sources,  have  on  occasion  — 
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HIGBY:  Oops.   That's  haldeman  calling  from  the  President's 

office.   [ring]   Bye. 

[Higby  speaks  immediately  to  Haldeman] 


HIGBY : 


Yes  sir. 


HALDEMAN:       Do  you  believe  Magruder? 


[Twenty-one  second  silence] 


MAGRUDER: 


Hello, 


HIGBY : 


Oh  hi  Jebber,  I  am  sorry. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


How  are  you? 

I^  Patty  just  banged  on  here  and  said  that  you'd 

been  trying  to  get  me. 

Yeah,  well  I,  you  know,  I  just  wondered  if  you  had  any 
follow-up.   I  didn't  ~  I'm  really  disturbed  by  that 
Larry. 

No.   Uh-uh.   I  just,  uh,  I  haven't  gotten  any  follow- 
up  yet.   Bob's  now  up  in  John's  office.   If  I  get  any, 
I'll  get  back  to  you  though.   [Unintelligible] 
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Well,  I  just,  you  know,  that  kind  of  stuff  is  just,  you 
know  —  Well,  I  mean  this,  you  know,  well  it  just  tees 
me  off  that  we've  had  all,  you  know,  if  I'd,  if  every 
time  everybody  said,  '^Colson  said  this  or  Clawson  said 
that,  or  so  and  so  said  that  — ,''  yeah,  I'd  —  well, 
yeah. 


HIGBY : 


How  are  you  doing? 


MAGRUDER : 


Oh?   Badly. 


HIGBY : 


Badly,  huh.   Are  you  home  now? 


MAGRUDER: 


No.   I'm  going  to  go,  I'm  —  we  got  to,  we're  going  to 
go  out.   I  got  to  —  you  know,  next  week  I  —  you  know 
next  week's  going  to  be,  bad  week,  probably,  I  guess. 
They'll  probably  call  me  down  there  next  week. 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


Have  you  got  any  uh,  subpoenas,  summons  yet,  or  anything? 
No,  not  yet.   But  I  figure  they're  getting  pretty  close. 


What  about  Mitchell? 


MAGRUDER: 


No.   I  don't  think,  I  think  they'll  go  after  me  first 
and  then  go  down,  you  know. 


HIGBY: 


When  —  it  sounded  to  me  like  you  really  had  kind  of  made 
a  decision  when  we  talked. 


MAGRUDER: 


Well,  I  haven't  made  a  decision,  I've  just  — 
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HIGBY:         Yo^r  lawyers  advised  you  or 


MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER; 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Well,  the  problem  is 

are  you  tucking  it  out  or  what? 

the.  the  lawyers  are.  you  know,  they're  new  and  so, 
the  problem  more  is  that,  uh,  is  that,  uh-  Well,  you 
see,  I  don't  have  any  uh,  I  don't  have  any  chips.   You 
know.  I'm  out  of  the  bargaining  position.   So  all  I  can 

do  is  go  down  and  -  All  of  us  now  are  out  of  the 

bargaining  position.  Larry. 

Really? 

well.  I  think  so.   I  don't  think  anybody's  got  any 
bargaining  room  left.   So  you  -  I  guess,  uh.  we  are 
going  to  do  one  of  two  things  when  they  call  me.   I'll 

J    V.      t-oil  t-hem  the  facts  or  I  H 
go  down  and,  and,  uh,  tell  them 

take  the  Fifth  A^nendment  and,  uh,  take  a  trial. 
Haven't  you  decided  which  to  do  yet? 

Ko.   I  mean  it  -  they  haven't  decided.   I'm  just  you 
know,  doing  :ust  What  I've  got  to  do,  is  let  them  decide. 

'.  uh  eet  a  good  situation  by  talking, 
so  bad  that  I  can  t,  uh,  get  a  g 

,,-;i-Vi  rhe  Fifth  Amendment, 
then  I've  got  to  go  with  the  rxiLi 
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HIGBY:         I  see. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


And  if  they  think  I  can  do  better  by  not  —  See,  by 
going  the  Fifth  Amendment  you  may  be  able  to  beat  it, 
not,  uh,  in  the  sense  of  uh,  beating  them  in  the,  uh, 
you  know,  the  truth  sense,  but  beating  them  by,  by 
legality,  technicality,  uh. 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


prejudicial  jury,  uh  pre-trial  publicity.  Uh,  and  you 
go  that  way,  I  guess  if  you  can't,  uh,  if  you're  going 
to  get  hung  anyway. 

Um  hm. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY: 


That's,  I  think,  the  problem  almost  all  of  us  are 
facing  with  them. 

Have  you  talked  at  all  to  Mitchell? 

Not  yet.   Because  I  haven't  made  up  my  mind.   And 

when  I  make  up  my  mind,  I'll  tell  him,  first,  you  know. 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


And  let  you  all  know,  and 


But  you  haven't  called  him  or  anything? 
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iT„n   T'^/P  talked  to  him.   But  you  know,  he  wants  me  to 
MAGRUDER:       Well,  i  ve  taj.Kea  lu  uxu       j 

stay 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Um  hm. 

you  know. 

J  „„   T  riirln'f  realize  Gordon  had  been 
Jees,  you  surprised  me.   i  dian  c  reciix^c 

involved  to  [unintelligible]  any  extent. 

Well  I  don't  -  I  didn't  say  that.   I  mean,  I  don't 
want  to  say  anything  to  you  that's  going  to  upset  you. 

Well,  it's  not  going  to  upset  me.   I  mean,  the  truth  is 
going  to  come  out  I  guess,  sooner  or  later. 

Sooner  or  later.  Maybe  not,  you  know.  If  I,  if  I>  take 
the  Fifth  and  it  never  comes  out  -  It  just,  I  just  take 
the  Fifth  and  that's  the  last  thing  1  ever  say. 

Um  hm. 

YOU  know,  and  then  you  hope  that,  uh  -  I  think  next  week 
will  be  the  week  we  will  all  figure  out,  find  out,  what 
to  do.   I,  I'm  shooting  sure  Dean's  got  the  same  problem 
I've  got. 

Really? 
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MAGRUDER:       Well,  I  mean,  we're  all  past  the  point  where  we're  in 
a — )  You  know,  two  months  ago,  then  you  were  in  a  bar- 
gaining position,  I  guess,  you  know.   Before  McCord. 
But  now,  hell,  they  don't,  they  don't  need  us  any  more. 
Hell  they  had,  they  got,  uh  ,  you  know,  they  got  every- 
body down  there.   A  parade  of  people. 


HIGBY : 


Really? 


MAGRUDER:       Yeah.   Well,  I  don't  know  exactly.   I  don't  —  Nobody 
knows  exactly.   I  don't  know  exactly.   But  I've  seen 
the  list  of  witnesses.   They  have  Reisner,  Pal  Moore, 
you  know  — 


HIGBY: 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER:       All  these  guys  just  build  up  the  case.   [draws  breath] 
So,  it's  not  too  encouraging. 


HIGBY: 


Jesus.   Hell,  it  sure  as  hell  isn't. 


MAGRUDER:       But,  uh,  may  be  better  get  it  out,  uh,  sooner  or  later 
and  get  the  President  out  of  it,  so  he  doesn't  have 
to  worry  about  it  any  more  and  let  the  rest  of  us,  uh, 
pay  the  penalty. 


HIGBY : 


Who  the  hell  could  have  talked  to,  to  the  press,  I  wonder? 
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MAGRUDER:      Well,  Larry,  I  think  a  lot  of  people  are  talking  to  the 
press.   That's,  uh,  you  know,  uh,  uh  — 

HIGBY:         Do  any  of  the  guys  approach  you? 

MAGRUDER:      Oh  yeah,  by  the  way,  I've  talked  to  people.   It  isn't 
that  we  haven't  talked  to  them.   We  have  done  that 
purposely.   But  we've  taken  a  standard  line.   Right  now, 
up  till  now,  which  is  that  we  had  no  knowledge  of  the, 
you  know:  blah,  blah,  blah. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

But,  uh,  we  had  not  to  my  knowledge,  and  I,  I  don't  --  can't 
think  of  any  instance  where  in  any  of  my  discussions,  the 
few  that  I've  had,  and  I've  had  them  only  when  Van  thought 
that  it  was  best  for  me  to  talk  to  them,  uh,  which  have 
not  been  too  often. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  talked  to   ? 

Oh  shit,  I  can't  think  of  the  last  —  late,  early  this 
week,  probably. 


HIGBY : 


Really?  Monday  or  Tuesday,  huh? 


MAGRUDER: 


Maybe . 


HIGBY : 


Huh! 
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I  can't,  you  know,  I'd  have  to  go  back  and  look.   Yeah, 
I'm  sure  I  talked  to  uh  —  The  one  guy  at  the  Star  has 
been  legitimate,  and  we  haven't  had  any  problem  with  him. 
The  ones  who  have  been  legitimate.   But  the  point  is,  is 
that,  uh,  no  time  would  they  —  the  only  thing  they  do, 
now  —  You  know  what  they're  doing,  is  they  do  supposition 
stuff.   You  know,  they've  done  it  on  Shumway  all  the 
time.   You  know; 


HIGBY: 


Yeah, 


MAGRUDER : 


If  so  and  so  knew,  wouldn't  it  be  likely?  And  of  course 
you  say,  "Well  I  don't  know  anything  about  that."   Sure 
the  guy  reported  to  then.   Yeah,  but  that  doesn't  mean 
anything,  you  know.   You  know,  that  kind  of,  you  know, 
if,  if  Magruder  —  they  pulled  this  —  if,  if  Magruder 
knew,  therefore  wouldn't  Mitchell  know.   Question. 


KIGBY: 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


They've  done  that  on  us  all  the  time, 


HIGBY : 


Sure. 


MAGRUDER: 


Which  is  very  understandable. 


HIGBY: 


Hm. 
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But  I  would  say  one  thing,  Larry,  and  I  mean  this 
sincerely,  you  guys  ought  to  forget  about  the  press. 
In  this  case.  Anymore.   That's  not  the  problem, 
Larry. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Uh  hum. 


You,  you  know  the  press  are  the  minor  problem  in 
this  case.   No  one  is  going 

Obviously  it  could  be  a  problem  on  something  like 
that. 

Well,  it  won't  be  because  the  facts  eventually  will 
come  out  and  no  one  is  going  to  say,  that  I  know 
of,  at  least  certainly  I'm  not,  uh,  in  any  way,  shape 
or  form  that  I  had  any  dealings  with  Mr.  Haldeman.   It's 
just  —  I  never  did. 


HIGBY: 
MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

Now  there's  no  way  I  am  going  to  say  that,  Larry.   When 
I,  I  have  to  tell  the  truth,  I'm  going  to  tell  the  whole 
truth,  and  it  ain't  going  to  be  a  mixture  of  truth  and 
half  --  and  why  would  I  any  way,  shape  or  form  ever  want 
to  do  that  with  Bob  anyway  unless  it  was  true? 
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HIGBY:  Yeah.   I  couldn't  understand  why  you  would. 

MAGRUDER:       So  what  you've  got  is  a  misinterpretation  or  a  uh, 

case  where  a  guy  is  trying  to  make  a  case.   I've  had  this 
happen  now  so  many  —  I've  had  these  guys  call  me  and 
say,  "Look,  I've  got  good  sources  in  the  White  House  who 
say  that  you're  the  guy  and  it's  all  your  fault  and  so 
on — ,"  and  they've  named  names  to  me. 

HIGBY:         Jimminy  Christmas. 

MAGRUDER:       You  know,  I  just  say  — 

HIGBY:  In  the  White  House,  they've  named  names  of  people  who 

have  said  that? 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


HIGBY : 


Who? 


MAGRUDER: 


Oh,  you  know,  all  the  guys  I  have  mentioned. 


HIGBY: 


Who? 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Oh  Larry  — 

You  haven't  mentioned  any  White  House  guys.   I  can't 
believe  it. 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


HIGBY : 


That  any  White  House  guys  would  be  saying  that. 
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MAGRUDER:      Yeah.  And  they've  even  named  names  in  my  case. 
Which  they  don't  usually  do  but  they  ~ 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 
HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


Like  who?   Seriously,  that's  terrible. 

Larry,  it's  not.  it's  not  -  I  know  it's  terrible, 

but  it's  not  important.   I  just  ignore  it.   I  say  fine, 

print  it. 

Are  they  responsible  guys? 

Yeah.  Oh  yeah. 

High  up  guys  here  in  the  White  House? 

Oh  yeah.  Yeah.  But  it's  past  that  point  to  fool  with 
that.  I  don't  even  fool  with  that  any  more.   I  could 
care  less  right  now.   [Unintelligible]  interested  in 
the  press,  Lar .  Nobody  should  now.   Other  than  getting 
the  thing  settled  so  the  President  comes  out. 

When  do  you  think  your  guys  will  have  a  decision  on  what 
the  hell  you  ought  to  do? 

Oh  I  would  take  a  guess,  probably  next  Tuesday,  or 
Wednesday . 


No 


t  till  Tuesday  or  Wednesday? 
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MAGRUDER:      No  —  Yeah,  yeah,  not  until  Tuesday  — 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


What,  are  they  evaluating  your  discussions  now? 

Yeah.   They,  see  they  haven't  gotten  into  it  —  until, 
till,  really  until,  uh  late  last  week  and  then  they  were 
gone  this,  early  this  week  at  this  conference  down  at 
the  Homestead  and  they  just  got  back  in  it  on  Wednesday. 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


and,  uh,  you  know,  there  is  just  a  lot  of  stuff  they've 
got  to  —  they  play  catch-up  ball.   None  of  us  had  our  own 
lawyers  we  were  all  dealing  with  Committee  lawyers  — 

Where  does  Colson  fit  in  this  whole  thing?  You  crossed 
his  path  anywhere? 

Well  — 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


I  don't  mean,  I  don't  mean  in  terms  of  the  actual  case, 
I  mean,  you  know,  the  manuevering  that's  going  on. 

Yeah.   Yeah.   I  have. 


HIGBY : 


Really? 


MAGRUDER: 


Sure.  Yeah. 


HIGBY: 


Hm. 
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So  you  know,  there's  a  lot  of  that  back  and  forth 
Larry,  you  know,  people  figuring  they  had  better  save 
their  ass  as  best  they  can.   I  understand  that. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

You  know,  that  lie  detector  thing  isn't  going  to 
[unintelligible] 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 


That ' s 


Yeah. 


•s  a  trick  of  the  trade,  that's  all. 


I  could  pass  the  lie  detector  test. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

[Sighs]   So,  so  there's  a  lot  of  that  stuff  going  on. 
But  that's  life.  That  isn't  important  anymore.   It 
really  isn't.  Along  about  three  weeks  ago  I  realized 
after  [laughs]  McCord  that  that  wasn't  the  important 
point  anymore.  It  isn't  important  for  Bob  anyway,  by 
the  way. 

Yeah. 

Larry,  even,  you  know,  it  doesn't  matter  what  X  says 
anymore.  The  facts  will  sooner  or  later  come  out. 
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Yeah. 


MAGRUDER:      And  when  they  come  out,  uh,  hopefully,  nobody  of  any 
substance  will  be  hurt  other  than  Big  John. 

HIGBY:         You  —  Do  you  think  Gordon  will  be  hurt? 

MAGRUDER:      Well,  I  don't  know.   It  all  depends  on  what  he  has 
to  say.   I  don't  know.   I  really  don't  know. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER : 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


What  do  you  have  to  say? 

Well,  what  I  have  to  say,  but  probably  what  others 
have  to  say,  too. 

Really? 

Yeah.   I  mean  I  don't  know.   I  really  don't. 

You  do  think  John  Dean  will  definitely  be  hurt  though? 

Well  I  don't  know  if  he  will  be  hurt.   I  would  think 
that,  uh,  uh  —  I  mean,  we  all  know  he  attended  those 
meetings. 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER:      And,  uh,  if,  if  whatever  happened  in  those  meetings  is 

discussed,  I  guess,  uh  —  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  say 
what  happened  in  those  meetings  by  the  way. 
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HIGBY: 
MAGRUDER : 

HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 
HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


35.2     TRANSCRIPT  OF  CONVERSATION,   APRIL  15,    1973 

Does  he? 

Yeah.   If  he  does,  then  he  puts  Mitchell,  me,  and  he 

all  in  a  spot. 

Um  hm. 
Uh  ~ 

Okay  sir. 

A  rough  situation. 

Yeah. 

but  I  do  think  Lar,  that  I  would  hope  you  all  were 
thinking  more  in  terms  of  the  big  picture  now  and  I 
wouldn't  worry  about  the  press  anymore,  Lar.   It's  not 
going  to  -  There's  going  to  be  lots  of  stuff  floating, 
and  I'd  worry  about  — 

Well,  we  won't  worry  about  the  press  unless  something 
like  that  hits  tomorrow  morning's  paper  and  then  we'd 
have  a  substantial  problem  we'd  have  to  worry  about. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


No  you  wouldn't  because  there's  nothing  to  it.  There 
wouldn't  be  anything  to  it,  Lar.  My  point  is  that  - 

Well  it  would  be  if  it  was  attributed  to  you. 
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MAGRUDER:      Well,  shit  nobody  —  that  just  isn't  going  to  happen. 


HIGBY : 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


You  see. 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER : 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER : 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 


Well  obviously,  if  you  were  sitting  here,  and  y — , 
somebody  had  given  you  that,  uh,  like  Ehrlichman, 
you'd  say,  "Good  Lord!" 

You  can  guarantee  Bob  that 

't've  got  to  find  what  the  — " 

there  is  no  way,  under  any  circumstances  because  it  never 
happened.   No  mattei  what  I  ever  have  to  say,  a  week  from 
now,  or  two  weeks,  that  his  name  will  come  into  the  situa- 
tion at  all.   In  any  way,  shape  or  form. 

Huh. 

Okay?   Now  it  isn't  true  with  Gordon  and  I  told  you  that. 

That's  right. 

And  that's  the  way  — 

All  you  can  do  is  tell  the  truth. 

All  I  can  do  is  tell  the  truth  —  if  I  do  that.   I 
may  not  even  do  that.   So  he  may  not  have  any  problems 
from  me  an5fway. 
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HIGBY:         Okay. 

I  don't  think  -  Look,  they're  not  interested  in 
Gordon,  by  the  way. 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY: 


Yeah. 


MAGRUDER:      They're  not  interes 

finished  with  those  guys 


ted  in  those  guys  anymore.  They're 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 


MAGRUDER: 


HIGBY : 
MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY : 

MAGRUDER: 


Yeah. 

They've  got,  they've  got  every  one  of  our  secretaries 
on  perjury  wraps.  They  are  not  going  to  do  a  damn  thing 
to  them.  They  don't  care  about  those  people  anymore. 

Really? 

They  don't  care  anything  about  the  aides.  They  don't 
care  about  Bob  Reisner.  Gordon  Strachan,  Bart  Porter  - 
anymore.  They  want  big  fish. 

You  and  Mitchell? 

And  they're  going  to  get  you  and  -  me  and  Mitchell. 

Really? 

Oh  sure  they  are.   I  mean  no  question,  they're  going 

to  get  me.   It's  just  a  question  of  how  long. 
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HIGBY:  Okay. 

MAGRUCER:  You  visit  me  kiddo? 

HIGBY:  Huh!   I'll  do  more  than  that. 

MAGRUDER:  All  right. 

HIGBY:  Don't  need  to  worry. 

MAGRUDER:  Yeah.   Okay. 

HIGBY:  See  you  later. 

MAGRUDER:  All  right. 

HIGBY:  Bye. 
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Appendix  14.     Meeting:    The  President.    Haldemaa  and  Ehrlichmaa. 
•J^OR  OFFice.   April  14,    1973.     (8:55  -  IhSl  a^mj 


^03 


(Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions  deleted) 

p  Did  you  reach  any  conclusions  as  to  where  v/e  are. 

E  No  conclusions.     Dick  Wilson,    I  thljik,   has  an  interesting 

column  this  morning    (unintelligible)       It's  all  a  money 

problem.       Unintelligible      Well,   yes  -- 

P  Wilson's  in  the  Star. 

E  (Unintelligible) 

p  So  what--? 

H  (Unintelligible)    is  really  the  essence  of  this  whole  thing  is 

too  much  money.     Too  much  was  spent.     And  so  I  -- 
P  Yeah.     My  point,   everybody-- 

H  No  not  everybody.     Let's  say.    one  group,   pieces  that 

(unintelligible)    has  on  that  side  and  more  like  (unintelligible) 

says  that  his.   you  know,    solving  Watergate  doesn't  take  care  of  it. 
P  Lots  of  people.   I  think  want  the  President  to  speak  out  on  the 

whole  general  issue  of  money  and  campaign  and  all  that. 
E  Generally,   but  he  gets  specific  on  this.     He  says  also 

(unintelligible) 
P  Is  that  what  you  think,   go  out  and  make  a  speech? 
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-  7  - 

E  Magruder  may  have  talked  to  some  of  the  press  and  that  that 

was  (unintelligible) 
P  But  in  a  great  detail,    Colson  (unintelligible)  that  he  nailed  Bob 

Haldeman.      The  way  Colson  said,    he   said  he  had  Colson  and  two,   but 
not  any  way  that's  particularly  bad.     Right? 
E  Well  I  think,   I  think  like  on  so  many  things  this  got.   this  got 

planted  as  a  little  seed  by  Shapiro  with  Colson  and  that  it  grew 
and  apparently 
P  Uh,  uh. 

I  would  guess  what's  happened  is  he's  got  this -report  from, 
Colson  does,   from  Danny  Hofgren  that  at  the  bar  in  the 
Bahamas  with  (unintelligible),    someone  (unintelligible)  one 
night  sai  d  to  Hofgren  everybody  was  involved  in  this.     He 
didn't  --  .  '" 

Everybody  knew  about  it? 
^  Mitchell,    Haldeman,    Colson,   Dean,    the  President 

P  Magruder  -- 

E  He  said,   he  specifically  said  the  President. 

P  Magruder  does  believe  that,   does  he? 

H  No.     I've  got  it  -- 

P  I  just  wonder  if  he  believes  (unintelligible).     Does  he  believe  it, 

John? 
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^15 


E  No.     He  tape  recorded  this  thing.     Higby  handled  it  so  well 

that  Magruder  has  closed  all  his  doors  now  with  this  tape, 
p  What  good  will  that  do  John? 

E  Sir,   it  beats  the  socks  off  him  if  he  ever  gets  off  the  reservation. 

p  Can  you  use  the  tape? 

E  Well  no.     You  can  use  Higby. 

p  Why  not  -- 

E         ■     Well,   it's  illegal. 

H  No,   it's  not.     It  is  not. 

p  Don't  you  have  to  tell  somebody  --  - 

E  Put  a  beeper 

H  "There  is  no  beeper  required.     Check  the  Washington  law. 

P  Yeah. 

H  District  of  Columbia  is  under  federal  law  and  the  federal  law 

does  not  require  disclosure  to  the  other  party  of  the  recording 
of  phone  conversations.     The  phone  caU  was  made  to  Magruder's 
lawyer's  office  which  is  also  in  the  District  of  Columbia  so  both 
ends  of  the  conversation  were  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
there  is  no  law  requiring  disclosure. 
E  (Unintelligible) 
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P 


H 


E 
P 


^Ib 


3W 


Well,    anyway  -- 
H  It  cannot  be  admissible,    but  its'  legal. 

P  That's  interesting.      That's  a  new  one.    '( Unintelligible)    no^ 

and  then,    any  way.     I  never  heard  anybody  beep  and  I  know  that  -- 
No.     It  all  depends  on  where  you  are.     The  basic  law  in  most 
states  is  that  you  must  disclose  to  the  other  party  that  you're 
recording  the  conversation. 

Yeah.     What  is  the  situation  --  I'll  get  past  this  in  a  hurry.     What 
IS  the  situation,    John,    in  your  opinion  on  what  was  Colson's 
and/or  Shapiro's  motive  in  building  up  the  Magruder  story? 
Maybe  they  believe  it?  .  - 

Their  innuendo  is  that  Mitchell  has  put  Magruder  up  to  this. 
I  guess  not.     OK.     There  is  the  motive.     Now,    let  me  come  to 
something  else. 
H  1  don't  believe  that  Magruder's     -- 

P  I    don't  either.     Not  at  all. 

H  I  believe  Mitchell  has  tried  to. 

P  Huh? 

H  I  believe  Mitchell  tried  to.     To  keep  Magruder's  faith  because 

he  refers  to  Mitchell  and  says  now  that  I  have  decided  to  talk  I 
am  going  to  have  to  tell  Mr.  Mitchell  and  he's  going  to  be  very 
unhappy  with  me  because  he's  told  me  not  to. 
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36.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Ehrlichman  from 
8:55  to  11:31  a.m.  and  with  Haldeman  from  9:00  to  11:30  a.m.  At  this 
meeting  the  President  instructed  Ehrlichman  to  meet  with  Mitchell.   The 
President  was  advised  that  the  grand  jury  was  focusing  on  the  Watergate 
aftermath.   There  was  a  discussion  of  payments  to  the  Watergate  defen- 
dants and  of  the  transfer  of  $350,000  from  Strachan  to  LaRue  to  be  used 
for  payments  to  the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Judiciary  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape 
recording  and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has 
produced  an  edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that 
transcript  has  been  prepared. 


Page 


36.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 
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White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
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36.1     PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARY,  APRIL  14,    1973,    EXHIBIT  19, 
IN  RE  GRAND  JURY.    MISC.    47-73 


IHt     Willie    IMU^E 


I'l  Ai  t   DAY    ULGArJ 


..         ■      .    •    |.,.,..,.l   I..,  Ir.vrl   A.l...ry) 


TilC  WIITE  UOUSU 
V.'ASjTrinTOy,  D-C. 


DAIL  (.'!«-.  1)'/.  Vi  ) 

TWE  DAY       V 

7:55  a.m.  SATCI-U^/.Y 


7:35    8:02 


1]  :32 

1  1  .  T> 


1  i;oNE 


8:49  P 


8:56  P 


11:31 
11:30 


10:50   P 


12:30 
12:02 


2:13 


2:23 


The  President  motored  fron  the  South  Grounds  of  the  V.-nite  House 
to  the  office  of  his  dentist,  Dr.  William  0.  Chase,  1302 
18th  St.  ,  N.U. 

Tne   President  met  with  Dr.  Chase. 

The  President  n-,otored  from  Dr.  Chase's  office  to  the  South 
Grounds  of  the  Vuite  House. 

rne  President  «ent  to  his  office  in  the  E03 . 

The  President  talked  with  his  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 

Bull. 
The  President  talked  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Elliott  L. 

Richardson. 

The  President  met  with: 

John  D.  Ehrlichman,  Assistant 
H.  R.  Haldeman,  Assistant 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  met  with: 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  /acxander  H.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vxce  Chiei  of  Sta.f 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  V.-hite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  ^y  the  Pir.st 

Ladv  on  a  tour  of  the  V.nUte  House  gardens    Incru^eJ  xn  .ac 
group  were  >hvor  Walter  E.  Wash  Un^ton  (D-.,'ashxu,,.o.^   ..C.) 
and  winner.,  of  .  poster  contest  sponsored ^by  ---.S---"'  ^°^ 
a  :!ore  Beautiful  ^;ational  Capital,  Inc.  _^ror  a  1...L  o. 
poster  contest  winners,  .see  ^jr.j}l\ — Aj_ 

Members  of  the  press,  in/ out 

U'-aitc  house  photogr-npher ,  in/out 

Th..  rre.ident,  acco:,;pan  Led  bv  h:3  Tross  Secrctarv.  Ronald  1  . 
ZiorAcr,  returned  to  the  Ov  il  Oftiee. 


^Ai 


,     4  '//- 


/ 


\ 
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36.1     PREFIDENT  NIXnN  DAILY  DIARY.   APRIL  14,    1973     EXHTBIT  19 
I'.'  RE  GRAND  JURY.    MISC.    47-73 


PRESIDENT   RICHARD   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIAHY 

(S-c   l.j.tl   Re  ..r.l  I...  Iri.ti    Aclivir,! 


Pl,A(  L   WW   UtGAN 

TilE  WHITE  HOUSE 
IWSHINGTON,  D.C. 


DATE  CMv..  D./.  Yr.)     t 

APRIL  14^  1973  ; "y*^ 

TIME        Da/        V._I 

2:23  p.m.  SATURDAY 


ACTIVITY 


2:23 
2:24 

.3:55 
4:58 
5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
8:11 
8:58 


2:24 
3:55 


4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:04 


LA. 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas.   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  White  House 
to  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poe,  correspondent  for  the  New  Orleans  Tines- 
Picayune  and  outgoing  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents '  Association 
Ted  ICnap ,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Koward  Newspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom, 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  Is'hite  House  Correspondents'  Associatior 
Mr.  Knap  presented  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  ISth  century  globe  crafted  by  Williar.-^bur;. 
silversp.i'.ths .   For  a  list  of  other  he."d  table  guests,  -see 
APPEXUIK  "B." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

Wiite  House  photographer,  in/jut 


M  iM>ii*.j  o'Mi>.  ;■-?; 
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VUUC    |K)USL 


.  ri-Al  C    1>AV    mi, AN 

iHE  v.niiir.  HOUSE 

U'ASH.Ti.T.TO::,    1).C. 


TIME 
lo  [~  Qui 


10:20 

10:28 

11:02 
11:20 

11:22 


10:26 


11:16 


11:53 


ni'  INI; 

V-      I'h.r.l 


._L_ 


PREsTdF.MT   RICilAliU   MlXOri'S   DAM.r   DlAiiY 

(Vrt  T.ivfl    l: I   I-:  TdtI    Ailiviril 


I. ATI;    <M...   I)J7.    Vi.)  i 

Al'RILjyi_,_1973 y 

TIME  DAY 

9:04    D.n.    SATvIlDAY 


AfTIVITY 


Tn&   President  returned  to  his  linousine.   He  was  accor.panied  by: 
The  First  Lady 
Mr.  Poe 
Mr.  Knapp 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  V.'ashington 
Hilton  Hotel  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  ^•,'hite  House. 

rne  President  and  the  First  Lady  returned  to  the  second  floor 
Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Kissinger.   The  call  was  not 
conpleted . 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ehrlichnan. 

For  a  record  of  the  President's  activities  after  midnight,  see 
the  Daily  Diary  for  April  15,  1973. 


c:n/:-;:;/,iu 


u  5,  (x>.  tHs'.'-?.  r  rlir-'HNr  p^iirt   l-^lj  o  -  *7:-0i.i 


Pk^  .-  -  «•'  --'—  >''-=t' 
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EDITED  TRANSCRIPT,   APRIL   14,    1973,    8:56   -  11:31  A.M.   MEETING 

SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  14,  1973,   8;55  a.m.  to  11:31  a.m. 

The  President,  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  met  on  April  14,  1973 
in  the  EOB  office  from  8:55  to  11:31  a.m.   The  transcript  of  the  meeting 
opens  with  the  notation  "Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions  deleted." 
Thereafter,  in  response  to  a  question  by  the  President  whether  he  had  reached 
any  conclusions  "as  to  where  we  are,"  Ehrlichman  said  no.   (p.  1)   The 
President  asked  "what  your  conversation  with  Colson  was  and  in  essence,  what 
did  he  and  the  lawyer  tell  you  about?"  Ehrlichman  replied  that  Colson  told 
him  that  Hunt  was  going  to  testify  on  Monday  afternoon  according  to  informa- 
tion obtained  through  Bittman  or  through  Shapiro  through  Bittman. 

The  President  asked,  "Now  why  is  Hunt  testifying?"  and  Ehrlichman 
said,  "I'll  tell  you  what  he  said  and  then  I'll  tell  you  what  I  think  the 
fact  is."  Ehrlichman  said,  "He  said  Hunt  is  testifying  because  there  was 
no  longer  any  point  in  being  silent",  because  "so  many  other  people  were 
testifying.  ..."  Ehrlichman  said,  "My  feeling  is  that  Bittman  got  very 
antsy."  The  President  asked,  "Why,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "This  grand  jury 
started  focusing  on  the  aftermath  and  he  might  be  involved."  Haldeman 
said,  "Exactly."   (pp.  2-3) 

The  President  said,  "What  do  Colson  et  al,  Colson  and  Shapiro, 
think  we  ought  to  do  under  these  circumstances?   Get  busy  and  nail  Mitchell 
in  a  hurry?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "Yes."  The  President  asked,  "How  is  that 
going  to  help,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "Well,  they  feel  that  after  he  testi- 
fies that  the  whole  thing  is  going  to  fall  in  short  order."  The  President 
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said,  "Right."  Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  and  Magruder  would  be  in- 
dicted and  both  will  say  the  President  lost  any  possibility  of  initiative 
for  participation  in  the  process.   (p.  3) 

Ehrlichman  said  Colson  wants  the  President  to  "persuade  Liddy 
to  talk."   (p.  3)   The  President  said  "Me?",  and  Ehrlichman  suggested  the 
President  should  send  word  to  Liddy  "through  a  spokesman  or  in  some  way 
you  would  be  activist  on  this  score." 

Haldeman  said,  "that  doesn't  involve  any  real  problem"  because 
"As  Dean  points  out,  he  [Liddy]  is  not  talking  'cause  he  thinks  he  sup- 
posed not  to  talk"  but  "If  he  is  supposed  to  talk,  he  will."   "All  he  needs 
is  a  signal,"  Haldeman  said,  "if  you  want  to  turn  Liddy  on."   (p.  4) 
Ehrlichman  explained  that  Colson  "wants  you  to  be  able  to  say  afterward 
that  you  cracked  the  case."   (p.  4)  and  that  the  "next  forty-eight  hours 
are  the  last  chance  for  the  White  House  to  get  out  in  front  of  this  and 
that  once  Hunt  goes  on,  that's  the  ball  game."   (pp.  4-5) 

The  President  asked,  "But  you've  got  to  be  out  in  front  earlier," 
and  "I  mean  go  public."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Either  publicly,  or  with  provable, 
identifiable  steps  which  can  be  referred  to  later  as  having  been  the  proxi- 
mate cause."  The  President  asked  whether  Liddy  was  "not  talking  because 
he  thinks  the  President  doesn't  want  him  to  talk?   Is  that  the  point?" 
Ehrlichman  replied  that  according  to  Colson  and  Shapiro,  "Mitchell's  given 
him  a  promise  of  a  pardon."  The  President  said,  "I  don't  know  where  they 
get  that.   Mitchell  has  promised  Liddy  a  pardon?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "Yes." 

\ 
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The  President  said  he  had  an  uneasy  feeling  that  the  Magruder 
story  may  have  been  planted.   Discussion  followed  about  whether  Magruder  was 
telling  the  truth  and  whether  Colson  was  a  liar.   (pp.  4-6)   Haldeman  said, 
"I  would  guess  what's  happened  is  he's  got  this  report  from,  Colson  does, 
from  Danny  Hofgren  that  at  the  bar  in  the  Bahamas  with  (unintelligible) , 
someone  (unintelligible)  one  night  said  to  Hofgren  everybody  was  involved 
in  this."  Ehrlichman  asked,  "Everybody  knew  about  it?"  and  Haldeman  said, 
"Mitchell,  Haldeman,  Colson,  Dean,  the  President."  Ehrlichman  then  said, 
"fie] said,  he  specifically  said  the  President"  and  the  President  asked, 
"Magruder  does  believe  that,  does  he?"  and  "I  just  wonder  if  he  believes 
(unintelligible).   Does  he  believe  it,  John?"   (p.  7) 

Ehrlichman  said,  "No,"  that  a  conversation  with  Magruder  was 
taped,  that  "Higby  handled  it  so  well  that  Magruder  has  closed  all  his  doors 
now  with  this  tape."  The  President  asked,  "What  good  will  that  do  John" 
and  Ehrlichman  responded,  "Sir,  it  beats  the  socks  off  him  if  he  ever  gets 
off  the  reservation."  The  President  asked  if  the  tape  can  be  used,  and 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  expressed  different  opinions  about  the  legality  of 
recording  a  telephone  conversation  without  a  beeper.   Haldeman  said  that 
no  law  required  such  disclosure  of  recording  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
(pp.  8-9) 

The  President  asked'What  was  Colson's  and/or  Shapiro's  motive 
in  building  up  the  Magruder  story?  Maybe  they  believe  it?" 
Ehrlichman  replied,  "Their  innuendo  is  that  Mitchell  has  put  Magruder  up 
to  this."  Haldeman  said  he  believed  Mitchell  tried  to  keep  Magruder 's 
faith  because  Magruder  refers  to  Mitchell  and  says  "now  that  I  have 
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decided  to  talk  I  am  going  to  have  to  tell  Mr.  Mitchell  and  he's  going 
to  be  very  unhappy  with  me  because  he's  told  me  not  to."   (p.  9) 
Ehrlichman  said  Magruder  is  an  emotional  fellow  "ready  to  crack"  and 
he  had  "no  doubt  that  he's  ready  to  talk."  The  President  said  tViat  if  you 
were  his  lawyer '^]ouldn' t  you  advise  him  to  go  in  and  try  and  purge  him- 
self" because  "[a]t  least  gets  rid  of  one  charge."  Ehrlichman  was  not 
sure  it  would  get  rid  of  it  "but  it  certainly  reduces  it  when  he  comes  in 
voluntarily."   (p.  10)   Haldeman  said  he  wanted  to  talk  to  Magruder,  and 
the  President  said,  "Turn  Bob  on  him." 

The  President  then  asked  "what  is  Hunt  going  to  say,"  and  "will 
he  say  that  Colson  promised  him  clemency?"  Ehrlichman  thought  not.   (p.  11) 
The  President  said,  "You  see  the  only  possible  involvement  of  the  Presi- 
dent ...is  that,  now  apparently  John,  either  you  or  Bob  or  Dean,  somebody 
told  me  they  said,  told  Colson  not  to  discuss  it  with  me."   (p.  11) 
Ehrlichman  said  he  did.   The  President  said  that  one  evening  Colson 
■'dropped  it  in  sort  of  parenthetically,"  and  said  he  "had  a  little 
problem  today,  .  .  about  Hunt."  The  President  said  that  he  had  sought  to 
reassure  hin  and  that  Colson  ha''  told  him  about  Hunt's  wife.   The 
President  said,  'I  said  it  was  a  terrible  thing  and  I  said  obviously 
we  will  do  just,  we  will  take  that  into  consideration.   That  v%ras  the 
total  of  the  conversation."   (p.  12)   Ehrlichman  said.   Well,  I  had  ...  a 
couple  of  conversations  in  my  office,"  with  Colson,  explaining  that  Hunt 
wrote  Colson  ''a  very,  I  think  a  I've  been  abandoned  kind  of  letter"  after 
the  election,  and  Colson  came  to  tell  Ehrlichman  about  it  and  asked 
him,  ''What  shall  I  do?"   (pp.  12-14)   Ehrlichman  said,  "And  I  said, 
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'Well,  better  talk  to  him.'   I  thought  somebody  had  better  talk  to  him, 
the  guy  is  obviously  very  distraught.  ...  And  has  a  feeling  abandoned.'^ 
The  President  said,  ='Right."   (p.  U)   Ehrlichman  said  Colson  said,  "l^at 
can  I  tell  him  [Hunt]  about  clemency  or  pardon.^'   And  Ehrlichman  said  he 
told  Colson  "You  can't  tell  him  anything  about  clemency  or  pardon.   And 
I  said,  'Under  no  circumstances  should  this  ever  be  raised  with  the 
President.'"   The  President  said,  "(Unintelligible).   Well,  he  raised 
it,  1  must  say,  in  a  tangential  way.   Now  he  denies  that,  as  I  understand 
it,  that  he  said  they'd  be  out  by  Christmas."  Ehrlichman  said,  '=I've 
never  talked  to  Chuck  about  that,  have  you,"  and  the  President  said  that 
Dean  or  somebody  had  told  him  that  Colson  didn't,  that  he "just  talked  or 
saw  Bittman  casually  -  were  off  on  (unintelligible)  or  something  of 
that  sort."   (p.  14)   The  President  said  that  Colson  said  [apparently  to 
Bittman],  "I,  I  had  given,  ...   I  know  about  Hunt's  concern  about  clemency," 
and  "I,  Chuck  Colson  feel  terrible  about  it,  'cause  I  knew  his  wife."   The  Presi- 
dent continued  to  relate  what  Colson  apparently  said  to  Bittman:  "I  will  go 
to  bat  for  him  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  my  views  would  be  listened 
to."  Ehrlichman  said  Colson  says  he "talked  with  Bittman,  that  he  was 
very  skillful  in  avoiding  any  commitment,"  and  that  Colson  says  that 
Bittman  "was  pitching  him,  but  that  he  wasn't  catching  'em"  and  that 
Colson  "might  have  a  tape  of  that  meeting  or  a  tape  of  the  conversation.  ..." 
Haldeman  said  Colson  said  Ehrlichman  and  Dean  told  him  to  promise  clemency, 
but  that  he  was  smarter  and  did  not.   (p.  15) 

The  President  again  asked  whether  Colson  indicated  "that  Hunt's 
going  to  talk  to  that  subject  .  .  .[t]he  promise  of  clemency?"   (p.  16) 
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Ehrlichman  said  that  he  did  not  ask  Colson  that  and  Colson  did  not  say 
that.   Haldeman  said,  "Well  we've  got  to  go  on  the  basis,  John,"  and  "we 
don't  know  how  they  know  what  Hunt's   going  to  testify."  Haldeman  said 
their  only  basis  for  knowing  what  Hunt  is  going  to  testify  to  was  Shapiro's 
meeting  with  Hunt  the  other  day,  and  that  is  assuming  Hunt  would  tell  Shapiro 
what  his  testimony  would  be.   Haldeman  said  they  had  no  reason  to  assume  that 
Ehrlichman  said  Shapiro  said  Hunt  would  corroborate  a  lot  of  McCord's 
hearsay.   The  President  said,  "Hunt  could  testify  on  Colson 's  (unintel- 
ligible)."  (p.  16) 

The  President  said,  "We're  talking  about  when  he  [Hunt]  and 
Liddy  are  in  the  office  with  Colson"  and  Colson  called  Magruder.   The 
President  said  that  "Colson  says  that  they  didn't  discuss  the  (unintel- 
ligible) then,"  but  that  Hunt  could  say  he  went  in  and  showed  this  whole 
thing  to  Colson  and  Colson  picked  up  the  phone  and  talked  to  Magruder. 
The  President  asked,  "Does  Colson  realize  his  vulnerability  there?" 
(p.  17) 

Ehrlichman  said  Colson  claimed  he  had  no  vulnerability  because 
he  talked  in  very  general  terms  with  Hunt  and  Liddy,  and  the  President 
said  he  understood  that  but  was  simply  saying  that  Hunt  and  Liddy  could 
assert  that  —  that's  the  point.   Ehrlichman  said  he  asked  Colson  speci- 
fically about  that  conversation  "and  he  maintains  that  they  were  talking 
in  general  terms  about  intelligence  and  when  they  said  intelligence  he 
meant  one  thing  and  apparently  they  meant  another."   (p.  18) 

The  President  said,  "Question,  for  example,  is  Hunt  prepared  to 
talk  on  other  activities  that  he  engaged  in?"  Ehrlichman  said  he  "couldn't 
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derive  that."  The  President  said,  "You  mean  is  he  going  to  blow  the 
White  House  on  the  — ,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "I  couldn't  get  that  at  all." 
The  President  said  he  assumed  the  U.  S.  Attorney  would  not  be  pressing  on 
"that."  Ehrlichman  said  McCord  volunteered  this  Hank  Greenspun  thing. 
The  President  asked  if  that  was  a  serious  thing,  "Did  they  really  try  to  get 
tatoHank  Greenspun."  Ehrlichman  said,  "I  guess  they  actually  got  in," 
to  which  the  President  responded,  "What  in  the  name  of  (expletive  deleted) 
though,  has  Hank  Greenspun  got  with  anything  to  do  with  Mitchell  or  anybody 

else?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "Nothing.   Well,  now,  Mithcell  [sic].   Here's  — 
Hughes.   And  these  two  fellows,  Colson  and  Shapiro,  Colson  threw  that  out." 

The  President  said,  "Hughes  on  whom,"  and  Ehrlichman  said  the  Hughes  thing 
is  cut  into  two  factions,  which  were  fighting.   The  President  said,  "Yeah," 
to  which  Ehrlichman  said  Senator  Bennett's  son  for  whom  Hunt  worked  repre- 
sents one  of  those  factions.   The  President  said,  "So  he  ordered  the  bugging?" 
and  Ehrlichman  said,  "I  don't  know.   I  know  the  (unintelligible)  say   it's 
a  bag  job."   (pp.  18-19)   Haldeman  said,  "They  busted  his  safe  to  get  some- 
thing out  of  it.    Vfesn't  that  it?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "No,  They  flew  out, 
broke  his  safe,  got  something  out  (unintelligible),"  and  "[n]ow  as  they  sat 
there  in  my  office  -."   (p.  19)   The  President  said,  "Other  delicate 
things,  too.   You've  got  apart  from  my  from  my  poor  brother,  which  unfortunately 
or  fortunately  was  a  long  time  ago  but,  more  recently,  you've  got  Hubert 
Humphrey's  son  works  for  him  and,  of  course,  they're  tied  in  with  O'Brien 
I  suppose.   But  maybe  they  were  trying  to  get  it  for  that  reason."   (p.  19) 
Ehrlichman  said  he  didn't  know  why,  but  that  Shapiro  and  Colson  didn't  know 
anything  about  it.   Ehrlichman  said,  "They  said,  one  said  to  the  other. 
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'Say,  that  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  New  York  Grand  Jury,'  meaning 
the  Vesco  Grand  Jury  which  is  a  runaway  and  which  is  into  --."  The  Presi- 
dent asked  if  Colson  knew  about  that.   Ehrlichman  did  not  know  and  said 
that  Colson  says  he  does  not  even  know  who  Hank  Greenspun  is.   To  this 
the  President  said,  "(Unintelligible)",  and  Ehrlichman  said  he  would  take 
him  [Colson]  at  face  value  on  that  one.   The  President  asked,  "You  didn't 
know  that  either?"  and  Ehrlichman  responded,  "I  know  very  well  who  he  is." 
(p.  20) 

The  President  then  said,  "Let  me  just  take  a  minute  further  and 
run  out  the  Hunt  thing,  and  then  the  Grand  Jury,  I  want  to  get  all  the 
pieces  if  [sic]  my  mind  if  I  can."   (p.  20)   The  President  said,  "Hunt's  testi- 
mony on  pay-off,  of  course,  would  be  very  important,"  and  asked,  "Is  he 
prepared  to  testify  on  that?"  Ehrlichman  said  apparently  so  and  that 
Hunt  will  implicate  O'Brien  and  Parkinson  by  hanging  them  up  on  obstruction 
of  justice.   The  President  asked,  "Can  Hunt  do  that,"  and  Haldeman  said, 
"why  doesn't  he  accomplish  his  purpose  simply  by  saying  they  gave  them 
money  to  handle  their  legal  fees?"   (p.  21)   The  President  said,  "Hunt 
then  is  going  to  go"  and  that  "raises  the  problem  on  Hunt  with  regard  to 
Kalmbach,"  who  "has  possible  vulnerability  as  to  whether  he  was  aware, 
in  other  words,  the  motive,  the  motive,  -."   (p .  22)   Ehrlichman  de- 
scribed Dean's  calls  to  Kalmbach  about  raising  money  and  that  Kalmbach 
got  some  money  and  sent  it  back.   Haldeman  said,  "Dean  says  very  flatly 
that  Kalmbach  did  not  know  the  purpose  of  the  money  and  has  no  problem." 
(p.  22)   The  President  said,  "Dean  did  know  the  purpose?  Hunt  testi- 
fies -  so  basically  then  Hunt  will  testify  that  it  was  so-called  hush 
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money.   Right?"  Ehrlichman  said  he  thought  so.   The  President  asked, 
"Where  does  that  serve  him,  let  me  ask?"  and  was  told  by  Ehrlichman  it 
would  serve  him  to  have  his  sentence  reduced.   Haldeman  said  "he'd  be 
served  the  same  purpose  by  not  saying  it  was  hush  money,  by  saying  it  [sic] 
gave  it  to  these  guys  I  had  recruited  for  this  job  and  I  .  ,  .  was  con- 
cerned about  their  family  — ."  The  President  said,  "That's  right,  that's 
what  it  ought  to  be  and  that's  got  to  be  the  story  that.   "At  this  point 
Haldeman  said,  "Unintelligible"  and  the  President  continued  with,  "Will 
be  the  defense  of  these  people,  right?"   (pp.  23-24) 

Haldeman  said,  "That  was  the  line  they  used  around  here.   That 
we've  got  to  have  money  for  their  legal  fees  and  family,"  and  the  Presi- 
dent said,  "Support.   Well,  I  heard  something  about  that  at  a  much  later 
time.  .  .  .   And,  frankly,  not  knowing  much  about  obstruction  of  justice, 
I  thought  it  was  perfectly  proper."   (p.  24)   After  some  discussion  com- 
paring the  payments  to  fund  raising  for  the  Berrigan  brothers  and  the 
Scottsboro  people,  the  President  said,  "Nevertheless,  that  Hunt  then 
saying  there  was  a  payoff,"  and  "Hunt,  on  other  activities  —  Hunt  then 
according  to  Colson  was  not  —  I  don't  know  what  Colson  meant  about  the 
door  of  the  Oval  Office."  Ehrlichman  said  he  hadn't  wanted  to  get  into 
that  with  Colson  because  Shapiro  was  there  and  "I'll  have  to  get  back  on 
that."   (p.  25)   The  President  said,  "Right." 

The  President  said,  "[I]t  is  Colson 's  view  that  Magruder's 
talklngwould  have  the  effect  of  bringing  It  there  because  of  the  —  I 
think  what  he  is  really  referring  to,  John,  is  that  by  reason  of  Colson, 
by  reason  of  Magruder  nailing  Haldeman  and  Colson,  that  that's  the  door 
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of  the  Oval  Office.   I  don't  know  what  else  because  there's  nobody  else 
around,  nobody  physically  around."   (p.  26)   Haldeman  said,  "Magruder 
isn't  going  to  nail  Haldeman  and  Colson."  The  President  said,  "Well, 
let's  see.   I  don't  think  so  either  but."   (p.  26) 

The  conversation  then  turned  to  contacting  Mitchell  to  tell 
him,  in  Ehrlichman's  words  "the  jig  is  up."   (p.  27)   The  President  said 
"now  is  the  time  to  do  something."  The  discussion  covered  several  pos- 
sible persons  who  might  take  the  message  to  Mitchell  (pp.  27-29). 
Ehrlichman  then  mentioned  that  he  had  been  working  on  something  when 
Dean  called  him  at  twelve-thirty.   The  President  asked  if  he  was  working 
on  "another  subject."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Oh,  no"  and  Haldeman  said,  "ITiere 
is  no  other  subject!"   (pp.  30-31)   Ehrlichman  then  related  a  scenario 
suggested  by  Dean  in  that  telephone  call.   One  scenario  involved  the 
President  calling  Mitchell  into  his  office  on  Saturday  and  telling  Mitchell 
"You've  got  to  do  this,"  and  Mitchell  "stonewalls  you,"  so  the  President 
says,  "'Well,  John  [Mitchell],  I  have  no  alternative.'   "And  with  that  the 
President  calls  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and  says,  'I,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  leader  of  the  free  world  want  to  go  before 
the  Grand  Jury  on  Monday.'"   (pp.  31-32)   To  this  the  President  said, 
"I  won't  even  comment  on  that."  Haldeman  said,  "That's  a  silly  ~." 
The  President  said,  "Typical  of  the  thinking  of  ~."  Ehrlichman  said, 
"We're  running  out  every  line." 

Ehrlichman  said  he  thought  Mitchell  "will  understand  this  thing" 
and  that  "if  he  goes  in  it  redounds  to  the  Administration's  advantage." 
The  President  asked  "How  ..." 
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Ehrlichraan  said  that  when  the  President  got  Ehrlichman's 
report  he  would  be  able  to  call  in  Mitchell  as  the  "provable  wrong-doer" 
and  say,  "  Now,  John,  for  (expletive  deleted)  sake  go  on  in  there  and 
do  what  you  should.   And  let's  get  this  thing  cleared  up  and  get  it 
off  the  country's  back  and  move  on."   (pp.  32-33) 
Haldeman  then  said,  "Plus  the  other  side  of  this  is  that  that's  the  only 
way  to  beat  it  now."   (p.  33)   The  President  said,  "Well,  — "  and  Haldeman 
said  that  was  the  only  salvation  for  Mitchell  from  Mitchell's  personal 
viewpoint,  and  the  President  said,  "How  can  he  make  it,  anyway."  (p.  33) 
Haldeman  said  Connally  "made  the  point  that  you  had  to  get  this  laid  out 
and  the  only  way  it  could  hurt  you  is  if  it  ultimately  went  to  Mitchell. 
And  that  that  would  be  the  one  man  you  couldn't  afford  to  let  get  hung 
on  this."   The  President  said,  "I  think  he's  wrong  about  that.   I  think 
this  is  the  worst  one,  well,  due  to  the  closeness  to  the  President 
at  the  time  of  the  crime.   Would  you  agree,  John?"   (pp.  33-34)   Dis- 
cussion followed  concerning  whether  different  news  stories  would  result 
depending  upon  whether  the  grand  jurv  cracked  the  case  by  iteself  or  Mitchell 
t  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney  at  the  President's  urging.   (pp.  35-36) 
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The  latter  alternative  news  story  would  say,  according  to  Ehrlichman, 
"Charges  of  cover-up  by  the  White  House  were  materially  disspelled  by 
the  diligent  efforts  of  the  President  and  his  aides  in  moving  on  evidence 
which  came  to  their  hands  in  the  closing  days  of  the  previous  week."  The 
President  said,  "I'd  buy  that."   (p.  36) 

Ehrlichman  said  he  was  concerned  because  since  the  end  of 
March,  he  had  "turned  up  a  fair  amount  of  hearsay  evidence  that  points  at 
this  (unintelligible)."   The  President  said,  "So  did  Dean."   (pp.  36-37) 
The  President  said,  "Yet  he  [Dean]  tried,  very  honestly,  he  tried  to  look 
it  as  the  best  way  he  could,"  and  that,  "Maybe  he  could  and  maybe  he 
really  didn't  know."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Well,  its  [sic]  hearsay.   And,  so  you 
don't  hang  a  guy,  you  don't  h^ng  a  guy  — ."  The  President  said,  "And, 
also,  we  are  going  to  remember  Mitchell  has  denied  it."   (p.  37)   Then 
Ehrlichman  said,  "But  I  sit  over  there  in  Bob's  office  and  listen  to  that 
tape  of  one  of  the  co-actors  saying  flat  out  on  the  tape  that  he  was 
guilty  and  that  Mitchell  was  (unintelligible)  going  to  force  our  fall, 
and  — ."  The  President  said,  "Did  he  say  that?   Did  he  say  that?" 
Ehrlichman  said,  "Yeah,"  and  that  "I  said  to  myself,  'My  god.   You  know, 
I'm  a  United  States  citizen.   I'm  standing  here  listening  to  this,  what 
is  my  duty?'"  To  which  the  President  responded,  "Well  the  point  is 
you've  now  told  me.   That's  the  problem."  Ehrlichman  said,  "That's 
correct.   That's  correct."  The  President  said,  "See  the  difference  is 
that  the  problem  of  my  position  up  to  this  time  has  been  quite  frankly, 
nobody  ever  told  me  a  damn  bit  of  this,  that  Mitchell  was  guilty,"  and 
Ehrlichman  said,  "That's  right."  Haldeman  said,  "Well  we  still  don't 
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know,"  that  he  thought  "the  scenario  that  was  spun  out,  that  Dean  spun 
out  on  Mitchell  is  basically  the  right  one,"  and  that  he  did  not  think 
"Mitchell  did  order  the  Watergate  bugging  and  I  don't  think  he  was  speci- 
fically aware  of  the  Watergate  bugging  at  the  time  it  was  instituted. 
I  honestly  don't."   (pp.  37-38)   Ehrlichman  said,  "That  may  be."  At  this 
point  there  is  a  notation  "Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions 
deleted."   (p.  38) 

The  transcript  resumes  with  the  President  saying,  "What  did  he 
say?   What  did  he  tell  Moore?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "Well,  remember  I  asked 
Moore  to  find  out  what  Mitchell  had  testified  to,"  and  the  President  said, 
"Yeah.   Moore  heard  the  testimony  and  said  well  you're  not  — ,"  and 
Ehrlichman  said,  "He  was  never  asked  the  right  questions."  Haldeman 
said,  "He  probably  didn't  to  the  Grand  Jury , either ,"  and  Ehrlichman  said, 
"That's  right.   As  far  as  the  quality  of  the  evidence  is  concerned  — ," 
At  this  point  the  notation  again  appears,  "Material  unrelated  to  Presi- 
dential actions  deleted."   (p.  3S) 

The  President  next  said,  "All  right.   I  now  have  evidence  that — ." 
Ehrlichman  said,  "You  don't  have  evidence  if  I"  and  the  President  said, 
"I'm  not  convinced  he's  guilty  but  I  am  convinced  that  he  ought  to  go 
before  a  Grand  Jury."   (p.  38)   Ehrlichman  said,  "What  I  did  last  night 
and  this  morning  was  to  write  out  what  would  in  effect  be  a  report  to 
you."  The  President  said,  "Right."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Of  this  (unintel- 
ligible) deliver  it  to  you."  The  President  said,  "John,"  followed  by 
the  notation  "Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions  deleted."  There- 
after the  President  says  that,  coming  around  again,  Ehrlichman  knows 
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the  case,  has  conducted  the  investigation,  has  reported  to  the  President, 
and  has  been  asked  by  the  President  "to  go  up  and  lay  It  on  the  ground  to 
Mitchell  and  to  tell  Mitchell,  look,  there  is  only  one  thing  that  can 
save  him.   I  think  John's  got  to  hear  that  kind  of  talk,  ..." 
The  President  suggested  that  Rush  might  be  the  man  to  do  it,  and  inci- 
dentally was  a  man  to  be  considered  to  be  brought  into  the  White  House  to 
"advise  the  President  on  this  thing  and  examine  all  the  White  House  things, 
to  look  at  all  the  FBI  files,  to  look  at  the  Jury  report.  Dean  report,  FBI 
files  and  give  me  a  report."  The  President  said,  "Rush,  I  trust.   Rush 
is  a  friend.   He  is  a  total  White  House  man,  yet  he  is  not  tied  in  to  this." 
In  response  to  Haldeman's  query  whether  events  hadn't  overtaken  that 
project,  the  President  said  no,  because  if  they  got  Mitchell,  "they're 
going  to  say  now  what  about  Haldeman ,  what  about  Chapin,  and  what  about  Col- 
son  and  the  rest?"  The  President  said  he  had  to  have  a  report  which  would  say 
"Tiere  are  no  other  higher-up,"  would  "put  a  cap  on  it,"  and  would  "then  face 
the  Segretti  crap."   (pp.  39-41)   Ehrlichman  said,  "In  forcing  this  out. 
Dean  remains  a  problem,"  and  read  to  the  President  what  he  had  "come  to" 
on  that.   Ehrlichman  read,  "'John  Dean  has  not  involved  himself  in  this 
matter  as  your  counsel  for  several  months  and  properly  so.   I  should  not 
continue  to  fill  in  for  him,  '  meaning  me,  '  for  several  reasons,  including 
the  impermiss$ble  fsic]  demands  on  mv  time  that  were  Involved.   You  T^eed  a 
full  time  special  counsel  to  follow  these  related  problems.  ...  I  do  not 
recommend  that  Dean  take  a  leave.   That  is  neither  in  nor  out.   He  has 
involved  himself  to  the  extent  described  above.   Either  that  requires 
dismissal,  or  it  does  not.   And  that  choice  should  be  made  at  once.   If  he 
is  discharged,  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and  the  Grand  Jury  should  be  (unintelligible).'" 
(pp.  41-A2)   Ehrlichman  said,  "I  think  you've  got  to  bite  the  bullet  on  Dean,  one 
way  or  the  other,  pretty  quick."  And  Haldeman  said,  "All  right,  but  recognize 
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that  that  kills  him.   Dean's  reaction,  basically  he  says  that  that  kills 
him."   (pp.  41-42)   There  is  then  a  notation  "Material  unrelated  to 
Presidential  actions  deleted"  and  the  transcript  resumes  with  the  remark 
the  President,  "Well,  let's  see  what  Dean  says  when  you  tell  him  that?" 
Ehrlichman  replied,  "He  doesn't  agree  with  that."  The  President  said,  "I 
know  he  doesn't  agree,  but  what  does  he  do?"  Ehrlichman  replied,  "He 
wants  to  stay  and  just  disconnect  himself  from  this  case."   (p.  43) 

Returning  to  the  Mitchell  problem,  the  President  said,  someone 
who  knew  the  case  had  to  talk  to  Mitchell  and  that  was  "one  of  two  people." 
The  President  said,  "I  can  verse  myself  in  it  enough  to  know  the  thing,  but 
I  am  not  sure  that  1  want  to  know.  ..."   (p.  43) 

The  President  then  said  to  Ehrlichman,  "I  am  not  trying  to  duck  it.   I  just, 
John  —  and,  I'll  take  this  one  on.   The  thing,  John,  is  that  there's 
nobody  really  that  can  do  it  except  you."  A  discussion  followed  about 
what  Ehrlichman  should  say  to  Mitchell.   Ehrlichman  suggested  saying,  among 
other  things,  "We've  got  to  think  of  this  thing  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
President  and  I  know  you  have  been  right  along  and  that's  the  reason  you've 
been  conducting  yourself  as  you  have,"  to  which  the  President  said,  "Right." 
(p.  45)   After  further  suggestions  the  President  said,  "And  the  door  of 
the  White  House.   We're  trying  to  protect  it."   (p.  46)   At  one  point 
Haldeman  said,  "(Unintelligible)  one  part  of  the  scenario  really  worries 
me.   You  say  I  listened  to  Magruder."  Ehrlichman  responded,  "Well,  I 
can't  say  it  quite  that  way."   (p.  48)   There  was  discussion  of  whether 
if  Mitchell  went  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney,  the  U.  S.  Attorney  would  drop  in- 
vestigation of  the  cover-up.   The  President  and  Ehrlichman  feeling  the 
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cover-up  investigation  would  continue  anyway,  although  Ehrlichman  said, 
■'They  would  certainly  be  diverted."   (p.  50) 

The  discussion  turned  to  what  Mitchell  would  say  in  response 
to  Ehrlichman 's  approach.   The  President  thought  Mitchell  would  say,  "Oh, 
damn  it.   Look  John,  you  know  that  there  are  people  in  the  White  House 
who  are  deeply  involved  in  this  and  you  know  that  Colson  and  Haldeman 
"pressured'  'This  poor  boy  over  here.'   I  think  Mitchell  will  take  the 
offensive."   (p.  52)   Haldeman  said,  "You  see,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  but 
what  Mitchell  may  think  I  am  involved.   I  am  sure  he  probably  thinks 
Colson's  involved,  because  Magruder  has  said  that,"  and  "I  would  guess 
that's  the  line  Magruder  has  used  with  Mitchell,  and  you  might  have  to 
play  Magruder's  tape  recording  for  him."   (p.  52) 

The  President  asked  whether  Magruder  was  planning  to  go  see 
Mitchell.   Haldeman  said,  "Yes,  Sir,  if  he  decides  to  go,  if  he  decides  to 
talk,"  and  that  Magruder  was  "about  on  the  verge"  and  he  assumed  Magruder 
"is  either  going  to  talk  or  he's  going  to  take  the  Fifth.   He's  not  going 
to  lie."   (p.  52)   Ehrlichman  said,  "He  says,  I  know  I'm  going  to  be 
arrested.   I  know  I'm  on  my  way  to  jail.   If  Mitchell  comes  back  with  a 
line  like  that,  "You're  not  serving  the  President,  well,  that  if  you  made 
any  Icind  of  investigation  surely  you  know  people  in  the  White  House  are 
involved.  .  .  .   We're  not  protecting  the  President  by  hoping  this  thing  is 
going  to  go  away.'"   (pp.  52-53)   Ehrlichman  said  he  would  tell  Mitchell: 
"The  thing  is  not  going  to  go  away,  John,  and  by  your  sitting  up  there  in 
New  York  pretending  that  it  is,  is  just  making  it  worse.   And  it's  been  get- 
ting steadily  worse,  by  your  sitting  up  there  for  the  last  couple  of  months. 
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We're  at  the  point  now  where  we  had  no  choice  but  to  ask  you  to  do  this.'" 
(p.  53) 

The  discussion  turned  to  cooperation  with  the  Ervin  Committee, 
and  Ziegler's  views  that  they  should  stonewall  it  (pp.  54-57).   The  Presi- 
dent said,  "You  see  the  point  is,  the  point  is,  I  believe  that  cooperation 
with  the  Committee  might  at  least  indicate  no  cover-up.   That's  what  I'm 
trying  to  do."   (p.  57)   Ehrlichman  said  the  story  will  come  out,  and  "We're 
going  to  go  through  a  period  now  where  we  take  some  gas,"  giving  the  example 
of  a  Kilpatrick  radio  program,  "just  taking  Kleindienst  apart  something 
terrible  on  executive  privilege."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Now  that  was  a  tactic. 
Kleindienst  took  a  hard  line  up  there."  The  President  said  "Yeah." 
Ehrlichman  said  "because  if  he  had  softened  at  all,  that  would  have  really 
hurt  our  negotiations."   (pp.  57-58)   There  was  further  discussion  of 
negotiating  with  the  Ervin  Committee  and  the  possibility  of  a  court  test 
case  if  agreement  could  not  be  reached  with  the  committee.   (pp.  58-60) 
The  President  then  said,  "We  don't  want  a  court  case  — ,"  and  Ehrlichman 
said   that  a  court  case  would 'delay  any appearance  by  any  White  House  people," 
that  they  could  agree  to 'kbide  the  outcome  of  the  case','  and  that  "if  Mitchell 
does  get  indicted,  Mitchell's  lawers  are  going  to  somehow  move  to  stop 
the  Ervin  hearing."   (p.  60) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  was  Shapiro's  analysis  also,  that  the  motion  to  quash 
the  Ervin  hearings  would  be  on  the  point  that  they  can't  get  a  fair  trial. 
The  President  asked,  "John,  is  that  better  than  just  caving?"  Ehrlichman 
said  they  had  the  option  of  caving  at  any  time.   (pp.  61-62)   Ehrlichman 
said  it  would  be  better  to  be  forthcoming  before  Mitchell  is  indicted,  and 
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that,  "You  asked  me,  'Do  I  want  to  cave  now?'   My  feeling  about  this 

whole  thing  is  that  we  ought  to  be  looking  at  every  nook  and  cranny 

for  every  device  that  there  is  to  be  forthcoming."  The  President  said, 

"Right."   Ehrlichman  said,  "And  this  is  a  place  where  we  could  do  it. 

My  sense  of  this  whole  case  is  that  our  best  defense  is  that  the  President 

always  wanted  this  to  happen,  and  that  we  weren't  being  cute  about 

this  at  all."   (p.  62) 

The  discussion  turned  to  who  would  get  "out  in  front"  on  the 
Segretti  matter.   The  President  suggested  Chapin,  but  Haldeman  indicated 
he  himself  should,  saying,  "If  the  Mitchell  thing  breaks,  like  on  Monday, 
and  if  (unintelligible)  and  that  starts  breaking  and  you  get  into  a  big 
bottling  up  of  Watergate,"  it  seemed  to  him  "that's  the  best  possible 
time,  place  and  atmosphere  for  my  statements  to  come  out  debunking  Dean." 
(pp.  63-64)   In  connection  with  this  there  was  a  discussion  whether  the 
Ervin  Committee  should  be  asked  for  early  hearings.   The  President  said. 
"We  don't  want  early  hearings,  huh?"  and  Ehrlichman  said  no,  "Number  one, 
I  don't  want  'em,"  and  also  he  had  a  commitment  to  Ervin  and  Baker  not  to 
discuss  the  negotiations  until  they  were  over.   (pp.  66-67) 

A  discussion  followed  concerning  issuing  a  statement  by  Haldeman 
about  his  relationship  to  Segretti,  and  timing  this  statement  with  re- 
lation to  any  plea  Mitchell  might  enter.   The  President  then  said.  "We 
don't  even  know  yet  what  Magruder  is  going  to  do"  and  Ehrlichman  said, 
"Does  it  really  matter?   If  once  you're  possessed  of  this  information." 
The  President  said,  "Yeah.  I  see,"  but  that  "my  Gosh.   I'm  not  a  mind 
reader"  and  that  "Mitchell's  going  to  say,  'Well,  I  don't  know  whether  .Teb , 
how  do  you  know  Jeb's  going  to  do  that?'"  Ehrlichman  said.  "I  don't. 
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But  it  doesn't  matter,"  and  he  responded  "It]hat's  it"  when  the  President 
said, "they've  got  other  information?"  When  asked  how  he  knew  that, 
Ehrlichman  said,  "Well,  we've  got  some  sources  inside  the  U.  S.  Attorney 
process,"  apparently  indicating  he  would  say  that  to  Mitchell,  but  would 
also  say  "I  don't  know  how  good  they  are,  John."  Ehrlichman  said  he 
would  also  say  to  Mitchell,  "You  undoubetedly  do,  too"  have  sources.  The 
President  said,  "our  sources  are  Shapiro,  right?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "Oh, 
no.   Dean  and  his  lawyers  have  sources  in  the  U.  S.  Attorney's  office." 
(p.  68)   The  President  said,  "Silbert,  right."   (p.  69) 

The  President  then  asked  about  the  other  grand  juries,  including 
the  Vesco  case,  which  Ehrlichman  said  again  was  a  "runaway  Grand  Jury." 
He  explained  that  the  grand  jury  was  investigating  whether  or  not  Vesco 
procured  an  appointment  with  the  Attorney  General  in  consideration  of  a 
$200,000  campaign  contribution,  and  the  President  said,  "Oh,  my  God. 
And  Harry  Sears  charges  that?"  Ehrlichman  discussed  the  details  about 
what  happened,  including  Vesco 's  question  to  Stans,  "how  does  a  guy  get 
to  be  a  big  contributor  around  here";  Stans'  response  that  "Well,  the 
word  big  means  two  hundred  thousand  dollars";  Vesco 's  query  "cash  or 
check"  and  Stans'  reply  "either  one."  The  President  asked,  "This  was 
after  my  poor  brother  was  up  there?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "I'm  not  sure. 
I  don't  know,  before  or  after,"  and  then  went  on  to  describe  further  con- 
versations between  Stans  and  Vesco  resulting  in  Vesco  getting  a  phone  call, 
"allegedly,"  from  John  Mitchell.   "[T] hat's  enough  to  indict,"  Ehrlichman 
said  he  was  told.   The  President  said,  about  the  appointment  Vesco  got  as 
a  result  of  the  phone  call,  "My  God  that's  dumb,"  and  "You  know  what  I 
mean,"  that  he  "can  imagine  all  those  (unintelligible)  in  here  trying  to 
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get  — ."   (pp.  69-70)   Ehrlichman  then  said,  "Now  that  may  not  be  enough 

to  convict,  but  it's  enough  to  indict."  At  this  point  the  transcript  says 

"Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions  deleted."   (p.  70) 

The  transcript  resumes  with  the  statement  by  the  President, 
"We've  come  full  circle  on  the  Mitchell  thing.   The  Mitchell  thing  must 
come  first."  The  President  said,  "We've  got  to  make  this  move  today"  and 
"[i}fit  fails,  just  to  get  back  our  position  I  think  you  ought  to  talk  to 
Magruder"  and  "you  tell  Magruder,  now  Jeb,  this  evidence  is  coming  in 
you  ought  to  go  to  the  Grand  Jury.   Purge  yourself  if  you're  perjured  and 
tell  this  whole  story."  The  President  said,  "Because  I  think  we  do  have  to," 
and  Haldeman  agreed.   The  President  said,  apparently  referring  to 
Ehrlichman 's  proposed  talk  with  Mitchell,  "Say  that  the  evidence  is  not 
Jeb,"  (pp.  70-71)  and  that  "we  are  not  talking  to  John  because  Jeb  _is  going  to 
crack  or  that  Dean  is  going  to  the  G rand  Jury."  "It's  past  that  point." 
the  President  said,  "They've  got  the  case  made."  The  President  said 
Mitchell  will  say,  "Well,  I  think  they're  bluffing  here."  Ehrlichman  said, 
apparently  saying  what  he  would  tell  Mitchell,  "It  isn't  a  question  of 
bluffing.   Nobody's  made  any  representations  to  us  at  all.   Nobody's 
tried  to  bluff  us.   It  justs [sLc^  ^question  of  putting  together  all  the 
facts  and  any  time  someone,  if  the  U.  S.  Attorney's  office  goes  through 
the  process  that  I've  gone  through,he'll  have  all  the  facts.   And  there' 11  [sic] 
it'll  be.   And  you  don't  get  it  all  from  any  one  person.   It's  some  from 
this  one,  some  from  that  one."   (p.  72) 

The  President  then  said,  "what  is  the  -  is  the  liability  of  Hunt 
--  I  am  thinking  of  the  payoff  thing." 
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The  President  said,  that  Dean  had  told  him  a  few  weeks  ago 
"about  the  problem  of  Hunt's  lawyer"   needing"sixty  thousand  or  forty 
thousand  dollars  or  something  like  that."  The  President  said,  "I  said 
I  don't  know  where  you  can  get  it.   I  said,  I  mean,  I  frankly  felt  he 
might  try  to  get  it  but  I  didn't  know  where."  The  President  said  that 
Dean 'left  it  up  with  Mitchell  and  Mitchell  said  it  was  taken  care  of...."  The 
President  asked   if   Dean  had  talked  to  Ehrlichman 'kbout  that."  (pp.  72-73) 
Ehrlichman  responded,  'He  talked  to  me  about  it.   I  said,  John,  I  wouldn't 
have  the  vaguest  notion  where  to  get  it.  "  The  President  said,  ''Yeah." 
Ehrlichman  said  he  saw  Mitchell  later  in  the  day,  and  the  President  said, 
"Iwjhat  happened?"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "And  he  just  said,  'It's  taken 
care  of.'"   (p.  73)   Haldeman  said  that"Mitchell  raised  the  problem  to  Dean 
and  said,  "^fliat  have  you  done  about  that  other  problem?'  ,  and  Dean  said,  ,  ;  , 
'Well,  you  know,  I  don't  know.'  And  Mitchell  said,  'Oh,  I  guess  that's 
been  taken  care  of.'"  Haldeman  said  that  it  was  apparently  taken  care 
of  "through  LaRue,"who  told  Dean,  "this  whole  thing  is  ridiculous  now," 
and  "it's  all  out  now  and  there  i.s  nothing  we  can  do  about  it,"  and 
■'you  know  I  can't  figure  out  how  I  got  into  this,  to  begin  with,  but  it 
seems  to  me  all  of  us  have  been  drawn  in  here  in  trying  to  cover  up  for  John.  " 

The  President  asked  "For  Mitchell?"  and  Haldeman  said,  "Yeah, 
which  is  exactly  what's  happened."   (pp.  73-74)   The  President  said,  "LaRue 
said  this?"   Haldeman  said,  "Yes,"  and  the  President  said,  "He's  right." 
Then  Haldeman  said  if  LaRue  "is  called"  he  "intends  to  tell  the  truth.  ..." 
The  President  said,  "Is  he?"  Haldeman  said,  "Yeah,"  and  the  President  said. 
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"Well,"  and  Haldeman  said,  "I  don't  know."  Then  the  President  said,  "what 

Instructions?   (p.  74)   Haldeman  said  he  didn't  know.   The  President  said, "but 

his  instructions  will  be.  LaRue .  that  I  was  helping  to  get  -."  Ehrlichman 

said,  "The  way  Dean  talks  LaRue  wasn't  even  thinking  about  the  messages"  Haldeman 

said,  "I  don't  think  LaRue  cares.   I  think  LaRue  figures  that  the  jig  is  up. 

(p.  75) 

Ehrlichman  said  he  had  a  bit  of  incidental  intelligence  that 

McCord  dropped  yesterday  with  regard  to  Mardian.   "Just  a  small  — ."  The 
President  said,  "(unintelligible)  back  in  Phoenix,"  and  Ehrlichman  said, 
"I  heard  a  cover  story  which  he  fed  to  the  New  York  Times  which 
would  lay  it  all  back  at  the  White  House.   The  trouble  with  that  is,  sir, 
Cunintelligible)   It  will  only  stand  so  long  as  Mitchell  stands." 
The  President  said,  "But  he  could  lay  it  to  the  White  House?"  and  Ehrlichman 
said,  "But  bear  in  mind  Shapiro  was  giving  me  this  in  a  whole  litany  of 
things  that  were  persuasive  (unintelligible)."  The  President  said,  "The 
point  on  Mardian,  well,  let  me  say  I  don't  think  that  Mardian  or  LaRue 
or  Mitchell  or  Magruder  or  anybody  want  to  hurt  the  President."  (p.  75)  Haldeman 
and  Ehrlichman  agreed.   Ehrlichman  asked  about  Colson,  and  Haldeman  said. 
"I  just  think  he  will  do  everything  he  can  not  to  hurt  the  President,"  to 
which  the  President  said,  "Yeah.   That  has  got  to  be  true  of  everybody 
because  it  isn't  the  man,  it's  the  office."   (p.  76)   Haldeman  said, 
"sure,"  and  the  President  said,  "But  also  it  happens  to  be  true.   I  wish 
I  knew  about  the  (expletive  deleted)  ,"  to  which  Haldeman  said,  "They  will 
have  asked  that  doesn't  apply  and  they  could,  I  think  rationalize  to 
themselves  that  hurting  or  getting  anybody  else  could  be.  .  .  .   Good  for 
the  President  rather  than  bad,"  and  that  includes  "Ehrlichman,  Haldeman, 
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Dean  .  .  .  certainly  Colson.   Colson  will  be  at  the  top  of  that  —  Colson   ' 
first,  then  Haldeman,  then  Dean,  then  Ehrllchman."   (p.  76) 

The  President  said,  "You  see  I  think  a  Mardian  story  to  the 
Times  will  be  frankly  that  Colson  put  the  heat  on."   (p.  76)   Haldeman 
said  he  did  not  think  Mardian  had  any  personal  desire  to  "get  me,"  but  he 
knew  Mardian  hates  Colson.   The  President  said,  "You  see  you  can  make  a 

hell  of  a  circumstantial  case  on  Colson Colson  is  closer  to  this 

crew  of  the  robbers  than  anybody  else."   (p.  77) 

There  was  some  discussion  of  whether  Hunt  would  be  given  immunity, 
and  the  President  asked,  "How  do  you  handle  the  problem  of  clemency,  John?" 
(p.  78)   Haldeman  said,  "Well,  you  don't  handle  it  at  all."  That's 
Colson 's,  cause  that's  where  it  comes  from."  Ehrlichman  said,  "That  was 
the  line  of  communication,"  and  the  President  said,  "Colson  to  Bittman." 
The  President  said,  "I  guess  that's  the  only  thing  we  have  on  that  — 
except  Mitchell,  apparently  had  said  something  about  clemency  to  people," 

and  Haldeman  said,  "To  Liddy."   The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  and 
Haldeman  whether  Mitchell  "ever  discussed  clemenc)^'  with  either  of  them, 
and  each  said  no.   The  President  then  said  "(unintelligible)   We  were  all 
here  the  [sic]  room,"   and  Haldeman  said,  "Well,  may  have  said,  'Look 
we've  got  to  take  care  of  this.'" 
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The  President  replied.  ^'But's  [sic]  he's  never  said.  'Look  you're 

going  to  get  a  pardon  from  these  people  when  this  is  over.'   Never  used 

any  such  language  around  here,  has  he.  John?"  Ehrlichman  said.  "Not  to 

me,"  and  Haldeman  said.  "I  don't  think  so."  The  President  asked,  "With 

Dean  has  he?",  and  Ehrlichman  responded,  "Well  I  don't  know.   That's  a 

question  I  can't  answer."  The  President  said,  "Well,  but  Dean's  never 

raised  it.   In  fact.  Dean  told  me  when  he  talked  about  Hunt.   I  said, 

•John,  where  does  it  all  lead?'   I  said,   what's  it  going  to  cost.   You 

can't  just  continue  this  way.   He  said,  'About  a  million  dollars.' 

(unintelligible)   I  said,   John,  that's  the  point.   (unintelligible) 

Unless  I  could  get  them  up  and  say  look  fellows,  it's  too  bad  and  I 

give  you  executive  clemency  like  tomorrow,  what  the  hell  do  you  think. 

Dean.   I  mean,  you  think,  the  point  is.  Hunt  and  the  Cubans  are  going 

to  sit  in  jail  for  four  years  and  they  are  not  being  taken  care  of?  " 

Haldeman  then  said.  "That's  the  point.   Now  where  are  you  going  to  get 

the  money  for  that?'^   The  President  said.  "That's  the  reason  this 

whole  thing  falls  apart.   It's  that  -  It's  that  that  astonishes  me 

about  Mitchell  and  the  rest,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "Big  problem." 

(Material  unrelated  to  Presidential  actions  deleted)   (pp.  78-80) 
iMnediately  following  the  deletion,  the  President  said.  "The  word  never  came 
up,  but  I  said.  'I  appreciate  what  you're  doing.  '  I  knew  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  the  poor  bastards  through  the  trial,  but  you  can't  offer 
that  John.  You  can't  -  or  could  you?  I  guess  you  could.  Attorneys' 
fees?  Could  you  go  a  support  program  for  these  people  for  four  years." 
Ehrlichman  said.  "I  haven't  any  idea."  Reference  was  made  to  the  Berrigan 
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brothers  being  supported  in  jail,  and  the  President  said,  "But  not  to 
hush  up,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "That's  right."   (pp.  80-81) 

The  discussion  turned  again  to  whether  Dean  should  be  fired. 
The  President  said  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  it  and  Ehrlichman  re- 
sponded that  he  was  not  sure  it  was  the  right  decision.   Ehrlichman  said 
he  had  not  meant  to  imply  what  the  decision  on  Dean  should  be,  only  that 
there  was  a  "go  no  go"  decision  that  has  to  be  made.   He  said,  "Here's 
your  situation,"  that  the  President  should 'Tgook  again  at  the  big  picture," 
and  that  "You  now  are  possessed  of  a  body  of  fact,"  to  which  the  President 
replied,  "That's  right."  Ehrlichman  said,  "And  you've  got  to  -  you 
can't  just  sit  here."  The  President  said.  "That's  right."  Ehrlichman 
said,  "You've  got  to  act  on  it.   You've  got  to  make  some  decisions  and 
the  Dean  thing  is  one  of  the  decisions  that  you  have  to  make."  Ehrlichman 
then  said,  "I  am  still  heavily  persuaded  that  we  affect  the  Grand  Jury  and 
U.  S.  Attorney  treatment  of  Dean  favorably  by  keeping  him  on.  .  .  .   And 
that  that's  important."  The  President  said,  "Why  is  that?  -  because  they 
like  him?"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "No,  no.   No,  no.   Because  they  can  treat 
him  differently  as  the  President's  Counsel  than  as  a  dismissed  person.  . 
It's  a  very  heavy  psychological  factor."   (p.  82) 

The  President  said  that  "Well  this  will  be  done  because  there 
is  another  reason  too.   It  isn't  like.  Dean  is  not  like  Mitchell,  now, 
let's  face  it."  Haldeman  agreed.   The  President  said,  "Dean  is  not  like 
Mitchell  in  the  sense  that  Dean  only  tried  to  do  what  he  could  to  pick 
up  the  pieces  and  everybody  else  around  here  knew  it  had  to  be  done." 
(p.  83)   Ehrlichman  said,  "Certainly."  The  President  said,  "Let's  face 


-25- 


(689) 


36  2     HOUSE  JUDTCIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUM4ARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE 

EDITED  TRANSCRIPT,   APRIL  14,    1973,    8:55  -   11:31  A.M.   mETING 

it.   I'm  not  blaming  anybody  else  -."  Ehrlictaan  said,  "No,  I  understand 
that.   I  have  great  trouble  in  (unintelligible)  in  the  light  of  the  known 
involvement  that  he  had  in  the."    The  President  said,  "Aftennath?" 
Ehrlichman  said,  "Right,  but  -."  Haldeman  said,  "But  the  known  involve- 
ment he  had  in  that  was  for  what  was  understood  here  to  be  the  proper 
system."  The  President  said,  "The  question  is  motive.   That's  right." 
Ehrlichman  said,  '^That  number  one.   Number  two,  there  is  nothing  new  about 
tliat.   As  I  have  developed  this  thing.   .  .  •  There  were  8  or  10 
people  around  here  who  knew  about  this,  knew  it  was  going  on.   Bob 
knew,  I  knew,  all  kinds  of  people  knew."   (p.  83)   The  President  then 
said,  "Well,  I  knew  it.   I  knew  it."  Ehrlichman  said,  "And  it  was  not 
a  question  of  whether  -,"  and  the  President  said,  "I  must  say  though, 
I  didn't  know  it  but  I  must  have  assumed  it  though  but  you  know, 
fortunately  ~  I  thank  you  both  for  arranging  it  that  way  and  it  does 
show  the  isolation  of  the  President,  and  here  it's  not  so  bad  -  But  the 
first  time  that  I  knew  that  they  had  to  have  the  money  was  the  time  when 
Dean  told  me  that  they  needed  forty  thousand  dollars.   I  had  been,  frankly, 
(unintelligible)  papers  on  those  little  envelopes.   I  didn't  know  about 
the  envelopes  (unintelligible)  and  all  that  stuff."   (p.  84)   Ehrlichman 
then  said  that  if  Dean  was  dismissed  because  he  knew  the  operation  was 
going  on,  you  couldn't  stop  with  him  and  you  would  have  to 'feo  through 
a  whole  place  wholesale."   (p.  84)   The  President  then  said,  "Fire  the 
whole  staff,"  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "That's  right.   It's  a  question  of 
motive.        It's  a  question  of  role  and  I  don't  think  Dean's  role 
in  the  aftermath,  at  least  from  the  facts  that  I  know  now,  achieves  a 
level  of  wrongdoing  that  requires  that  you  terminate  him."   (p.  84) 
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TRe  President  then  said,  "1  think  he  made  a  very  powerful  point  to  me  that 

of  course,  you  can  be  pragmatic  and  say,  (unintelligible)  cut  your  losses 

and  get  rid  of  'em.   Give  'em  an  hors  d'oeuvre  and  maybe  they  won't  come  back 

for  the  main  course.   Well,  out,  John  Dean.   On  the  other  hand,  it  is 

true  that  others  did  know."   (pp.  84-85) 

Further  discussion  followed  about  Dean,  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman 
pointing  out  that  Dean  had  been  made  a  focal  point  in  the  Gray  process,  and 
will  become  a  focal  point  in  the  Ervin  process,  and  if  dismissed  he  would 
still  be  a  focal  point  with  less  protection  and  "less  incentive." 
Haldeman  said,  "What  Dean  did,  he  did  with  all  conscience  in  terms  that 
the  higher  good."  The  President  asked  what  Dean  said  about  motive,  did 
he  say  it  was  "hush-up?"  (p.  85)   Ehrlichman  replied,  "No.   He  says  he 
knew,  he  had  to  know  that  people  were  trying  to  bring  that  result  about." 

Cp.  86)   Ehrlichman  said,  referring  to  Dean,  "And  he  says,  you  know,  the 
way  I  got  into  this  was  I  was  I  would  go  to  meetings  in  campaign  headquarters 
and  we'd  get  through  the  meeting  and  Mitchell  and  LaRue  would  say  to  — 
Mardian  and  LaRue  would  say  to  Mitchell,  'You've  got  to  do  something  about 
this.'   And  Mitchell's  stock  answer  was,  to  turn  to  John  Dean  and  say,  'What 
are  you  going  to  do?'   And  so  John  said,  'I  got  to  be  kind  of  a  water 
carrier.   I'd  come  back  from  those  meetings  and  I'd  come  in  to  see  Bob,'  or 
me  or  somebody  else,  and  say,  'Well  Mitchell's  got  this  big  problem.'   And 
then  he'd  say.  They'd  say  to  me,  'well  I  don't  know  what 

I'll  do  about  it.'"   The  President  asked,  "When  he  came  in  to  see  Bob  and 
you  what  would  he  say  was  the  problem?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "He'd  say,  'These 
guys.  Hunt's  getting  jittery,  and  says  that  he's  got  to  have  umpty-ump 
thousand  dollars,  and  Mitchell's  terribly  worried  about  it,'  and  it  was  never 
expressed,  but  it  was  certainly  understood  — ."   (p.  86) 
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The  President  then  said,  "On  the  question  of  motive  then,  though^  I 
guess  in  those  conversations  with  you  with  respect  to  motive  was  never 
discussed."  Ehrllchman  said,  "Never  discussed  with  me  in  those  terms." 
(p.  87)      The  President  said,  "Right.   The  motive  was  to  help  defendants 
who  were,  by  golly,  who  had  worked  for  the  campaign  committee." 

Ehrllchman  said,  "It  never  really  got  that  far  because  ,  we, 
at  least  my  conversation  with  John  always  was,  'Well,  you  know  that's 
interesting,  but  I  just  don't  know  what  to  do  for  you.'"  The  President 
said,"[h]e  may  have  gone  further  with  you.  Bob.   Did  he?"  Haldeman  said, 
"No.  We  referred  him  to  Kalmbach.   You  aimed  it  at  Kalmbach,  I  aimed  it 
at  Mitchell.   I  said, 'John,  you  can't  come  here  and  ask  for  help,  we 
don't  have  it.'   The  one  thing  where  it  did  go  further,  if  you  want  to 
argue  about  it,  it  was  in  the  sense  that  the  350,  .  .  .  Which  was  not  our 
money,  we  did  move  back  over  there."   (p.  87)   The  President  said,  "[f]or 
this  purpose?", and  Haldeman  said,  "(unintelligible).  Yeah,  yeah."  A 
discussion  followed  in  which  Haldeman  said  Hunt  asked  for  the  money,  the 
$350  thousand,  which  was  transferred  from  Haldeman  to  LaRue  through 
Strachan   (pp.  87-88),  and  the  problem  Haldeman  had  in  getting  the  CRP 
to  take  the  money.   The  President  asked  what  LaRue  would  say  about  the 
money,  and  asked  would  he  say,  "I  used  it  for  hush  money?"  Haldeman  said, 
"I  don't  know  what  he'll  say.   He'll  probably  say  I  packaged  it  up  --." 
The  President  said,  "That  help?   but  [sic]  that  certainly  doesn't  help  us." 
Haldeman  said,  "Doesn't  help  anybody."  The  President  said,  "The  other 
thing  he  says,  well,  I  Just  ~  I  have  retained  it  in  a  fund  for  future 
campaigns,"  but  Haldeman  said,  "I'm  sure  he  doesn't  have  it."  Ehrllchman 
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said,  "I  am  not  sure,  either,  but  I  assume  it  went  right  out  to  pay  these 
people.   That's  my  assumption."  The  President  said,  "You  know 

he  used  it  — ,"  and  Haldeman  said,  "Not  all  of  it."  (p.  89) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  Dean  says  "we  have  only  two  problems  that 
we  have  to  manage  in  the  White  House,"  one  being  the  referral  to  Kalmbach," 
but  that  can  be  explained.   Haldeman  said,  "I'm  running  the  three  fifty 
into  my  statement,  but  the  question  is  whether  we  want  it  in."  The 
President  said  to  put  it  in,  and  Haldeman  said,  "that's  another  bombshell" 
because  it  was  not  known  "that  I  had  it."  (pp.  89-90) 

A  few  moments  later,  after  some  discussion  about  Mitchell  and 
a  call  from  Dean,  the  President  said,  "We  did  not  cover  up,  though,  that's' 
what  decides,  that's  what  decides."   (p.  92)   The  President  then  said  that 
he  realized  that  "Mitchell' s  casd'was'k  killer"  and  that"Dean's  case"was 
'the  question'.'  The  President  said,  "I  do  not  consider  him  guilty.   Now 
that's  all  there  is  to  that.   Because  if  he  —  if  that's  the  case,  then 
half  the  staff  is  guilty."   Ehrlichman  said,  "That's  it.   He's  guilty 
of  really  no  more  except  in  degree,"  and  the  President  said,  "That's 
right."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Then  a  lot  of,"  and  the  President  said,  "And 
frankly  then  I  have  been  since  a  week  ago,  two  weeks  ago."   Ehrlichman 
said,  "Well,  you  see,  that  isn't,  that  kind  of  knowledge  that  we 
had  was  not  action  knowledge,  like  the  kind  of  knowledge  that  I  put 
together  last  night.   I  hadn't  known  really  what  had  been  bothering 
me  this  week.  .  .  .  But  what's  been  bothering  me  is",  and  the  President 
interjected,  "That  with  knowledge,  we're  still  not  doing   anything." 
(p.  92)   Ehrlichman  agreed,  and  the  President  said,   "That's 
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exactly  right.   The  law  and  order.   That's  the  way  I  am.   You  know  it's 
a  pain  for  me  to  do  it  —  the  Mitchell  thing  is  damn  painful."  (p,  92)   Further 
discussion  followed  in  which  the  President  again  asked  if  Ehrlichman 
should  see  Magruder  before  Mitchell,  and  urged  him  to  see  Magruder  first. 
Ehrlichman  said  he  would  tell  Magruder  that  the  President  does  not  in  any 
way  view  it  as  serving  his  interests  for  Magruder  to  remain  silent. 
Ehrlichman  said  he  would  say  to  Magruder,  "If  there  ever  was  an  impedi- 
ment to  your  coming  forward  by  reason  of  your  impression,  assumed  or 
otherwise,  of  what  the  President  wanted  you  to  do  I  think  it's  my  job  to 
impart  to  you  what  is  actually  the  case."   (p.  95)   The  President  then 

said   that  Ehrlichman  should  start  with  Magruder  by  saying  that,  'the 
President  holds  great  affection  for  you  and  for  your  family,"  and  that 
"this  is  a  very  painful  message  for  me  to  bring  —"The  President  said, 
"Also,  I  would  first  put  that  in  so  that  he  knows  I  have  personal  affection. 
That's  the  way  the  so-called  clemency's  got  to  be  handled.   Do  you  see  John?' 
(pp.  95-96) 

Ehrlichman  said,  "I  understand."  Haldeman  said,  "Do  the  same  thing  with 
Mitchell."   (p.  96)   There  was  then  a  discussion  about  what  Ehrlichman 
should  say  to  Mitchell,  Including  a  statement  that  "if  we're  looking  at 
this  thing  from  the  standpoint  of  the  President,  today  is  probably  the 
last  day  that  you  can  take  that  action,  if  you're  ever  going  to  take  it 
to  do  the  President  a  bit  of  good."   Cp-  100)   The  President  apparently 
suggested  that  Mitchell  might  say  Colson  and  maybe  Haldeman  are  going  to 
get  involved,  and  said,  "I'd  go  further  and  say,  'The  President  has  said 
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let  the  chips  fall  where  they  .ay.   He  will  not  furnish  cover  for  anybody.' 
I  think  you  ought  to  say  that."   (p.  lOO)   HaldeH,an  said.  "He  may  go,  he 
_njay  get  Chuck"  and  "He  n,ay  get  you."   (pp.  100-101)   The  President  said 
We  are  ask.ng  on  this  thing  (unintelligible)   Get  the  I^ite  House. 

You  see  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  do  something  else.  Bob.   I  think  he 
would  think  the  latter  " 

Haldeman  said,  "Thais' the  thing  we've  worried  about  all  along,  that  some- 
body will  get  (unintelligible)  what  we  do  but  we  can't  live  by  whether  we 
(unintelligible)  the  (unintelligible)."   (p.  loi)   The  President  said, 
"(unintelligible)."  The  President  suggested  Ehrlichman  might  wait  to 
talk  to  Magruder  until  after  he  sees  Mitchell,  saying.  "Suppose  you  get 
stone-walled  with  Mitchell."   Ehrlichman  said.  "I  tell  you.  it  is  not 
what  Mitchell  says  that  matters  today.   It  is  the  fact  that  you  have 
acted  on  information  you  have  today."  He  said,  "Now,  let's  suppose 
Mitchell  turns  us  down  cold,  and  says  I'm  going  to  preserve  all  my  rights. 
I'm  going  to  fight  every  inch  of  turf  and  so  on  and  so  forth.   OK.   That's 
right.   But  at  least  you,  having  accumulated  all  this  knowledge  this  week, 
have  tried  to  get  this  thing  out ,  so  that  sometime  two  months  from  now,  three 
months  from  now,  a  year  from  now  when  there's  a  panic  you  can  say  on 
the  14th  of  April  — "   (pp.  101-102) 

The  President  said,  "No,  seriously,  as  I  have  told  both  of  you,  the  boil 
had  to  be  pricked.  ...  We  have  to  prick  the  boil  and  take  the  heat.  .  . 
I  -  am  I  overstating?"   Ehrlichman  said,  "No.   I  think  that's  right.   The 
idea  is,  this  will  prick  the  boil.   It  may  not.   The  history  of  this  thing 
has  to  be  though  that  you  did  not  tuck  this  under  the  rug  yesterday 
or  today,  and  hope  it  would  go  away."   (p.  102)   The  President  said,  "Now. 
In  the  scenario.   I  sort  of  go  out  and  tell  people  that  I  have  done  this." 
(p.  103) 
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There  was  further  discussion  of  what  to  do  if  Mitchell  does 
not  go  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and  Magruder  decides  to  stay  "clammed  up," 
including  the  possibility  of  taking  the  hearsay  evidence  to  Silbert. 
Ehrlichman  said,  "I  would  like  a  record  of  my  conversations  with  both 
Magruder  and  Mitchell.   I  think  personally  that  maybe  I  ought  to  get 
my  office  geared  up  so  that  I  can  do  that."  The  President  said,  "Well 
go  gear  it.   No,  no.   Well,  wait  a  minute.   No,  I  think  that's  too  -." 
And  then  said.  "I  don't  want  to  hear  the  record  .  .  .  don't  have  me 
hear  the  record."   (pp.  105-106) 

The  transcript  ends  with  a  notation  "Material  unrelated  to 

Presidential  actions  deleted." 
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37.     On  the  afternoon  of  April  14,  1973  Dean,  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
met  in  Ehrlichman 's  office.   Dean  has  testified  that  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion of  whether  Haldeman,  Ehrlichman,  Dean,  Mitchell,  Colson  and 
others  would  be  indicted. 
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front  dealing  with  the  Ervin  committee  hearings  because  of  this.  I 
might  add  that  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  were  most  cj-nical  about 
Colson's  suggestions  and  said  to  me  that  he  was  really  scramblin"-  to 
protect  himself.  "^ 

After  discussing  the  Colson  plan  they  told  me  that  Mitchell  would 
be  coming  down  to  talk  about  this  entire  matter.  There  was  some  dis- 
cussion as  to  how  to  smoke  Mitchell  out.  By  the  week's  end  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  President  would  meet  with  Mitchell  and  ask 
him  about  his  knowledge  and  hopefully  the  President  would  be  able 
to  get  Mitchell  to  come  forward.  I  told 'them  I  doubted  very  seriously 
if  ^Mitchell  would  say  anything  to  anyone  about  this  matter.  Wliile 
these  discussions  were  going  on,  the' President  called  Ehrlichman 
and  they  had  a  brief  discussion  about  the  matter.  I  also  recall  that  at 
one  point  in  the  conversation  Ehrlichman  said  that  "He's  right  here," 
-ef erring  to  me. 

On  Saturday,  April  14,  I  requested  my  attorney,  Mr.  Shaffer,  to 
come  to  my  office.  I  told  him  that  ilitchell  was  coming  down  to  meet 
with  the  President  and  that  there  was  going  to  be  an  effort  to  smoke 
him  out.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  ideas  as  Ehrlichman  and  Halde- 
man had  asked  me  if  I  had  anv  ideas,  ilr.  Shaffer  gave  me  a  former 
prosecutor's  answer  that  what  Mitchell  needs  is  a  good  cross- 
examination. 

I  told  him  I  did  not  think  that  that  was  possible  by  the  President 
because  the  President  was  not  the  cross-examining  type.  He  also  made 
a  couple  of  other  suggestions  which  would  have  resulted  in  the  Presi- 
dent having  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  if  he  got  any  admissions 
from  Mr.  Mitchell.  I  passed  these  suggestions  along  subsequently  to 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  but  they  were  not  viable  suggestions. 

Mr.  Shaffer  and  I  then  sat  down  and  began  reviewing  all  the  facts 
that  I  had  related  to  him.  I  told  him  I  wanted  his  opinion  based  on 
conversations  with  the  prosecutors  and  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
criminal  law  as  to  who  had  problems  and  who  could  be  indicted  and 
who  were  the  targets  of  the  grand  jury.  'Sir.  Shaffer  and  I  discussed 
this  for  awhile  and  then  I  prepared  a  list  of  who  was  likely  to  be 
indicted  as  the  investigation  proceeded. 

I  had  guests  for  lunch  and  it  was  after  lunch  that  I  met  with  Dick 
Moore.  I  had  the  list  in  front  of  me  and  I  thought  that  I  would  see 
what  Moore's  reaction  to  it  was  because  I  was  planning  to  take  it  to 
Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  later.  I  showed  the  list  to  Dick  iloore  and 
told  him  it  had  been  prepared  based  on  conversations  with  my  attorney 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  involvement  of  various  persons. 

I  told  him  that  I  felt  that  everybody  on  this  list  was  a  potential 
subject  of  an  indictment.  When  I  showed  ^loore  the  list  he  was  quite 
upset.  He  said  that  if  indeed  that  occurred  it  would  be  a  tremendous 
tragedy  to  the  country.  He  was  shaken  by  the  list  and  the  seriousness 
with  which  I  discussed  it  with  him.  but  I  was  very  serious  in  my  desire 
to  stop  the  coverup  with  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  so  I  was"  appre- 
ciative for  iloore's  reaction.  I  have  submitted  a  copy  of  the  document 
I  prepared  to  the  committee. 

[The  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  No.  34-47.*] 
Mr.  Dka.v.  Later  tliat  afrernoon  T  went  to  Elulichmairs  office  where 
Elirlichman  and  Haldem.an  were  discussing  Mitcheirs  visit.  I  learned 
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that  IMitchell  had  met  briefly  with  Ehrlichman  but  not  with  the  Presi- 
dent. Ehrlichman  said  tiiat  Mitchell  was  not  talkinrj  which  certainly 
did  not  surprise  me.  And  I  certainly  was  not  surprised  that  ho  would 
not  talk  with  Ehrlichman  either.  I  then  pidlnd  the  list  I  had  prepaied 
out  of  my  pocket  and  told  them  that  I  had  discussed  everyone's  prob- 
lem with  ray  lawyers  and  my  lawyers  had  had  conversations  with  tlie 
prosecutors  as  well  and  I  thousrht  that  the  following  pei-sons  would  be 
indicted.  I  then  read  them  the  list.  I  told  them  that  my  attorney  had 
learned  from  his  discussions  with  the  prosecutors  that  not  only  -was 
Dean  the  target  of  the  grand  jury  but  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman 
were  also  very  much  targets  of  the  grand  jury.  Ehrlichman  said  that 
he  had  just  talked  with  Kleindienst  a  few  days  earlier  about  the  grand 
jury  and  that  he  had  no  such  report  from  Kleindienst.  I  said  that  my 
lawyer  appears  to  know  more  than  the  Attorney  General  does  because 
I  believe  he  is  probably  more  informed  in  that  he  had  had  direct  con- 
versations with  the  prosecutors.  1  did  not  tell  them  at  that  point  that 
I  had  had  private  meetings  with  the  prosecutors  or  that  I  had  told 
the  prosecutors  of  the  extent  of  involvement  of  Haldeman  and  Ehr- 
lichman, When  this  meeting  ended  I  was  quite  confident  that  I  had 
gotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that  they 
had  a  serious  problem  themselves  and  I  had  put  them  on  final  notice 
that  r  was  not  playing  the  coverup  game  any  longer. 

It  was  late  that  night  that  I  realized  that  indeed,  my  message  had 
gotten  through.  About  1  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  mom- 
mg,  I  received  a  call  from  Mv.  Shaffer.  He  said  that  the  prosecutors 
had  called  him  and  that  they  were  going  to  have  to  breach  the  agree- 
ment they  had  made  regarding  keeping  all  of  my  conversations  with 
them  private.  The  prosecutors  had  reported  to  Mr.  Shaffer  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  called  Mr.  Petersen  and  them  and  wanted  a  full 
report  on  everything  that  was  going  on  before  the  grand  jury  and 
where  the  grand  jury  was  headed.  The  meeting  with  the  Attorney 
General  was  to  occur  about  2  a.m.,  at  the  Attorney  General's  home. 
The  prosecutors  also  reported  that  the  reason  thev  felt  they  had  to 
breach  the  agreement  was  because  the  Attorney  General  was  being 
summoned  to  the  President's  office  the  next  morning  to  discuss  the 
entire  matter.  I  told  ilr.  Shaffer  that  I  had  hoped  to  tell  the  Presi- 
dent personally  that  I  had  gone  to  the  prosecutors  several  weeks  ago 
but  that  I  had  understood  why  this  was  occnrrinsr  and  obviously  there 
was  nothing  we  could  do  about  it.  I  told  Shaffer  that  we  certainly 
have  jrotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that 
thev  have  problems  and  that  the  coverup  mav  begin  to  unravel  at  last. 

On  Sunday,  April  15,  I  went  to  Mr.  Shaffer's  office  for  an  all-day 
meeting.  I  learned  durinsr  the  day  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  tr\-ing 
to  reach  me  during  the  better  part  of  the  dav  but  I  decided  not  to 
return  his  cnll.  'When  T  returned  home  nbont  7  :-'50,  the  White  House 
operator  railed  me  again  and  said  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  trvinji  to 
reach  me.  T  then  returned  his  call.  Ho  told  me  that  he  was  croinsr  back 
to  the  office  to  do  some  work  that  niflrht  and  wonld  ho  in  about  S  p.m. 
and  would  like  to  moot  with  mo  very  much.  T  told  him  I  would  meet 
with  him. 

I  was  finite  aware  of  the  reason  that  Ehrlichman  wanted  to  meet 
with  me  because  I  was  sure  that  he  had  learned  fioni  the  President 
what  was  going  on  as  a  result  of  the  Piesident's  mootinsr  with  Klein- 
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;-ir.  uean.   Yon  know,  ;^et  him  to  say  what  his  real  culpabilit 


v.as  --•   I  went  over  to  F.iirlichman '  s  office  aometine  after 
^titchell  iiad  been  there:  there  was  a  very  rteneral  discussion 
about  •■(itchell's  visit,  that  'litchell  had  said  nothinf^,  he 
really  wasn't  cor'nunicatini^  with  rhrliciman  at  all. 

They  also  told  ne  that  Sliapiro  had  been  in,  and  Colson, 
to  sive  a  gane  plan  that  Colson  has  been  involved  in  with 
Shapiro,  which  at  that  point  in  time  they  didn't  think  much  of. 

At  that  point  I  pulled  out  of  my  pocket  a  yellow  sheet 
of  paper,  and  I  said,  'My  lawyer  has  analyzed  this  whole 
situation  very  closely,  and  I  think  that  the  following  people 
are  involved  in  potential  obstruction  of  justice  nroblcns", 
and  tliey  said  their  names  were  on  that  list;  and  they  said, 
'  \r}iy  do  you  think  that'  ,  and  I  said,  ''Based  on  conversations 
uy  lawyer  has  had  witli  the  Grand  Jury  prosecutors  and  that 
you  -  Lhrlichiiian  and  iialdeman  -  are  very  puch  tarj-.ets  of  the 
Grand  Jury."' 

Needless  to  say,  that  r:ot  their  attention  very  much.   They 
said  tliat  the-.'  had  talked  to  Kleindienst ,  and  i'leindienst 
had  indicate;,  that  there  was  no  problem,  everything  was  movinr, 
alonj;  fine  witli  the  Grand  Jury,  nothin''^,  revealing  had  corie  out, 
and  this  canie  as  quite  a  revelation  to  them. 

It  was  following  that  meeting,  that  Kleindien.st  v.'as  called 
late  in  the  evening,  and  asked  to  report  to  tne  President 
the  next  norninp,  with  I^enry  Teterson,  about  the  whole  situation. 
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what  was  behind  that?  Did  you  try  to  get  details  of  what  that  in- 
volved? 

Mr.  Moore.  ISI'o. 

Mr.  Lenzner.  This  is  the  first  time  you  had  heard  about  blackmail, 
was  it  not,  by  ]Mr.  Hunt  ? 

Mr.  JIooRE.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lexzxer.  Had  you  heard  previous  to  that  meeting  that  ilr. 
H'ont,  Mr.  Liddy,  or  Mr.  Dean  had  been  involved  in  earlier  activities 
that  could  be  seriously  embarrassing  to  the  administration? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lenznxr.  ^Vhen  was  that  for  the  first  time  ? 

j\Ir.  Moore.  I  can't  quite  place  it.  It  was  in  this  growing  or  accelerat- 
ing period  in  mid-March,  as  Mr.  Dean  was  coming  imder  more  and 
more  daily  pressure,  where  he  talked  to  me  a  bit  more  than  he  had 
been  domg.  At  one  point,  he  said  what  I  testified  to  about  these 
activities. 

Mr.  Le>-z>-er.  Well,  what  activities  was  he  talking  about  ? 

Mr.  MooRE- 1  don't  know. 

Mr.  LE>-zjrER.  You  never  asked  him  what  specific  activities  might 
be  embarrassing  to  the  admixiistration  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  No. 

Mr.  Lenzxer.  When  did  you  first  learn  of  the  break-in  of  Dr.  Ells- 
berg's  psychiatrist  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  I  can't  ^ve  you  that  date.  I  don't  know  the  exact  date. 

Mr.  Lexzner.  Was  it  sometime  in  March  of  1973  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  No.  It  would  have  been  later  than  that. 

Mr.  Lenzner.  Well,  you  don't  have  any  recollection  of  when  that 
date  was?  That  was  rather  significant  information,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes.  There  is  an  awful  lot  of  significant  information 
coming  out  in  these  days,  and  as  to  fixing  the  date— I  can  do  a  little 
checking  on  that  and  see  if  I  can  find  anything  that  would  remind 
me  of  the  date. 

"Air.  Lexzxer.  Did  Mr.  Dean  tell  you  who  was  involved  in  that 
break-in  whenever  you  heard  about  it? 

Mr.  MooRE.  I  don't  recall  that  he  did. 

Mr.  Lexzxer.  Well,  at  one  point,  he  did,  didn't  he  ?  Didn't  vou  once 
review  with  him  a  list  of  people  who  might  be  indicted  w"ho  were 
employed  at  the  Wiite  House. 

Mr.  MooRE,  Yes. 

Mr.  Lexzxer.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Moore.  I  believe  it  was  either  April  13  or  April  14,  1973. 

Afr.  Lexzxer.  Did  he  indicate  to  you  that  ilr.  Ehrlichman  might  be 
indicted  ? 

Mr.  MooRE.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lexzxer.  And  did  he  indicate  why  ? 

Mr.  ]\IooRE.  He  said  he  might  have  trouble  over  that  $330,000. 

Mr.  Lexzx-er.  That  was  Mr.  Haldeman,  Mr.  Moore  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yon  said  Mr.  Haldeman. 

Mr.  Lexzx-er.  No.  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

Mr.  Moore.  I  asked,  as  I  recited  to  you  earlier  todnv,  when  T  .«aw  the 
list,  I  jxiinted  to  Ehrlichman  and  I  said,  what  has  he  <rot  to  do  with 
Watergate  ?  You  know,  what  is  tlvs  ? 

He  said,  his  problem  may  be  with  Ellsberg. 
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some  kind  of  a  Presidential  arrangement  for  what  would  be  com- 
parable to  a  civil  arbitration,  that  everybody  who  had  been  named 
would  agree  to  give  testimony  in  kind  of  an  arbitration  proceeding  and 
abide  by  the — it  was  more  mvolved  than  that.  I  said  at  least  it  is 
ongmal,  it  sounds — that  was  the  conversation. 

Air.  'i'HOitPSON.  All  rignt,  any  otner  points,  any  other  topics  oi 
conversation  ? 

ilr.  Moore.  He  called  me  on  Sunday  night,  which  would  have  been 
March  25,  and  he  said,  "Here  s  another  one,"  or  something  like  that, 
I  can't  remember.  There  is  a  story  coming  out  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  that  1  knew  m  advance  about,  and  approved — either  knew 
and/or  approved — in  advance  the  Watergate  break-in  and  bugging, 
he  said,  now,  that  is  plain,  libelous.  And  he  said,  as  I  understand  the 
libel  law,  it  s  important  to  get  a  quick  demand  for  a  retraction,  and 
he  said,  1  would  like  to  get  it  in  the  same  edition  that  I  am  putting 
them  on  notice. 

Mr.  THOiCPSON.  All  right,  he  has  testified  about  that  conversation- 
Mr.  MooKE.  Yes. 

Mr.  'THOiCPSON.  Any  other  topic  of  conversation  ? 

Let  me  explore  that  a  Little  bit  further. 

Mr.  MooRE.  No,  i  am  trying  to  think  now  about  other  conversations 
while  he  was  at  Camp  David. 

!Mr.  THOiiPSON.  i  am  sui-e  that  can  be  explored  later.  Let  me  ask 
you  about  two  more  points,  if  I  may. 
rlr.  Moore.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Dean  testified  that  he  showed  you  a  List -of 
people  that  he  thought  were  probably  indictable,  people  who  may  be 
indicted,  I  believe,  on  April  14,  going  back.  Could  you  tell  us  as  best 
you  can  remember  who  the  people  were  he  felt  would  be  indicted ;  in 
other  words,  who  was  on  the  list  and  why  he  thought  that  any  of  those 
individuals  would  be  indicted  ? 

Mr.  MooRE.  You  said  would  I  teU  you  who  was  on  the  list  ? 

jVIr.  Thompson.  Yes. 

Mr.  MooRE.  I  was  wondering  if  I  could  see  the  list. 

I  can  pick  them  as  I  remember  them. 

Mr.  I'hompson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Moore.  1  don't  reaUy  know — first  of  aU,  he  didn't — let  me  start. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Who  do  you  know  who  was  on  the  List  ? 

Mr.  MooRE.  WeU,  sir,  tlie  List  had  questionmarks  and  asterisks  on  it. 
I  would  Like  to  work  from  that,  because  I  would  not  Like  to  put  a 
questionmark  feUow  with  an  asterisk  fellow. 

Mr.  Thompson.  We  can't  give  you  that.  We  want  to  know  what  you 
remember  about  it, 

ilr.  MooRE.  It's  part  of  the  record.  It's  an  exhibit.  Oh,  excuse  me. 
You  want  my  best  recollection  ? 

Mr.  Thompson.  Yes. 

Mr.  MooRE.  I  thought  you  wanted  to  analyze  the  list.  I  am  sorry. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Not  at  this  point.  That  might  be  done  later. 

Mr.  ilooRE.  All  right. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Who  was  on  the  list? 

Mr.  MooRE.  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Dean. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Who  else  1 
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Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Strachan. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Who  else  ? 
Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Haldeman. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Who  else  ? 
Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Colson,  but  I  think  with  a  question  mark 
Mr.  Thompson.  Anyone  else  ? 
Mr.  Moore.  Yes,  Mr.  Stans. 
ilr.  Thompson.  Anyone  else  ? 
Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  O'Brien. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Anyone  else  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  And  I  thmk— Mr.  Parkinson.  I  think  they  both  had 
question  marks.  And  there  were  some  others. 

Mr.  Thompson.  All  right,  j  ust  working  with  that 

Mr.  Moore.  Eight. 

ilr.  Thompson.  Did  you  ask  him  why  he  thought  Haldeman  might 
be  indicted  I  ^  o  s 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes— pardon  me.  WTiat  I  asked  him  wa&— yes,  how  do 
you  hgure  Haldeman?  You  know,  what's  that?  And  I  did  ask  him 
that. 

Mr.  Thompson.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  He  said,  I  think  he  may  have  some  trouble  with  that 
$350,000  which  was  over  here,  and  I  think  also,  it's  a  question  of  how 
much  Strachan  told  him  or  gave  him  in  terms  of  the  Watergate. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  he  say  that  he  knew  what  Strachan  told  him  or 
Dean  knew  what  Strachan  had  told  him  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Once  again,  in  his  closing  days,  he  said  to  me  that  he 
was  not  that,  that  Strachan  may  have  been  aware  of  him  getting  in- 
formation derived  from  the  Watergate,  but  whether  he  gave  it  to 
Haldeman  or  not,  Mr.  Dean  didn't  say. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Any  other  ma'tters?  The  $350,000  and  what 
Strachan  might  have  given  him? 

Mr.  Moore.  That  is  right. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Any  other  reason  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  No. 

Mr.  Thojipson.  Those  are  the  only  two  reasons  he  gave  you  at  that 
time  about  what  he  thought 

Mr.  ilooRE.  Yes,  the  quick  one ;  that  is  right. 

Mr.  Thojipsox.  Wliat  about  any  of  the  rest  of  them  ?  Did  you  ask 
about  any  of  the  rest  of  them  specifically  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes,  I  think  I  asked  it  this  way,  because  it  surprised 
me.  I  think  I  said,  Ehrlichman?  What's  he  got  to  do  with  Watergate? 
Or  how  do  you  figure  Watergate  ? 

And  he  said,  his  problem  may  not  be  so  much  Watergate.  Words — 
quotes— I  do  not  know.  The  effect  was  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman's  problem 
might  not  be  so  much  Watergate  as  the  Ellsberg  matter. 

Now,  I  have  been  trying  to  remember  whether  he  added  the  break-in 
of  the  doctor's  office.  I  am  not  certain  in  my  mind  enough  to  say  so. 
But  the  thing  that  struck  me,  the  only  thing  that  I  recall  is  that  the 
differentiation  between  Watergate  with  Haldeman,  and  Eilsbero-  with 
Ehrlichman.  ° 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  you  ask  him  anything  about  how  he  compiled 
the  entire  list,  or  a  more  general  question  ? 
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Mr.  Moore.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thompson.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  He  said  my  counsel — and  I  want  to  say  this  carefully  be- 
cause I  do  not  want  to  reflect  wrongly.  Let  me  preface  it  by  saying  that 
I  did  not  know  at  that  time  that  he  and  his  counsel  had  been  talking 
to  the  U.S.  attorney.  So  what  he  said  to  me  was,  my  counsel  has  better 
sources  at  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  than  anybody  around  here  has, 
and  on  the  basis  of  what  he  told  him,  what  he  knows,  this  looks  like 
.     about  the  list. 

Mr.  Thompson.  All  right,  Mr.  Moore.  Let  me  ask  you  a  final  ques- 
tion. It  is  very  important,  of  course,  as  to  what  the  President  told  3'ou 
and  as  to  what  the  President  told  Mr.  Dean,  and  vice  versa.  And  we 
know  about  Mr.  Dean's  relationship  with  the  President,  how  long  he 
knew  him,  and  so  forth.  How  long  have  you  known  President  Nixon  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  I  met  him  in  1950,  but  I  did  not  know  him  well  until 
1962. 

Mr.  Thompson.  1962? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thompson.  When  did  you  get  acquairited?  During  a  campaign 
situation  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes.  In  1962,  I  think  I  was  chairman  of  a  little  media 
advisory  committee  that 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  you  ever  travel  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  In  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  I  do  not — I  did  not 
travel  with  him,  but  I  visited  with  him  often  in  his  headquarters  or  in 
his  law  office. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  you  have  private  conversations  with  him? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes. 

Mr.  THOiiPSON.  You  mean  from  1962  to  the  present  date? 

Mr.  Moore.  Yes.  Now,  it  was  actually — I  got  to  know  him  best,  we 
got  well  acquainted  really  in  the  1962  campaign.  Then  while  he  was 
out  of  office,  I  perhaps  saw  more  of  him  and  on  a  more  intimate  basis. 
So  that  is  when  I  knew  him. 

Then,  when  he  went  to  New  York,  my  contacts  with  him  were 
slight,  and  it  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1968,  when  I  got  a  message 
from  him;  would  I  be  willing  to  travel  around,  available  for  the 
campaign. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Moore.  I  want  to  apologize  for 
taking  up  this  amount  of  time. 

Senator  Ervin.  Senator  Inouye. 

Senator  Inottte.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Moore,  I  am  certain  that  you  are  aware  that  your  appearance 
here  as  a  witness,  and  more  specifically  as  a  witness  to  follow  Mr. 
Mitchell's  testimony,  was  requested  by  the  counsel  to  the  President, 
Mr.  Leonard  Garment  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  I  have  no  direct  knowledge  of  that.  I  have  heard  it,  I 
have  read  it.  Mr.  Garment  never  told  me  that. 

Senator  Inouye.  Have  you  discussed  this  testimony  with  Mr. 
Garment? 

Mr.  Moore.  No,  sir.  My  only  discussions — let  me  say,  I  was  asked 
by  a  reporter- 


Mr.  Inouye.  Were  you  briefed  on  this  discussion  ? 
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38.     On  April  14.  1973.  at  1:30  p.m..  Haldeman  had  a  telephone 
conversation  with  Magruder  and  taped  the  conversation.  Magruder  told 
Haldeman  that  he  had  committed  perjury  many  times;  that  he  had  now 
decided  to  follow  his  lawyer's  advice  and  make  a  full  disclosure  to 
the  grand  jury;  that  his  testimony  would  put  Gordon  in  a  spot;  and  that 
he  intended  to  plead  guilty. 
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TRANSCRIPT  PREPARED  BY  THE  IMPEACHMENT  INQUIRY 
STAFF  FOR  THE  HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  A 
RECORDING  OF  A  TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION  BETWEEN 
JEB  MAGRUDER  AND  H.  R.  HALDEMAN  ON  APRIL  14,  1973 


MAGRUDER:       Uh,  said  I  had  to  go  and  I  said,  you  know,  I'll  do  what 
you  tell  me  to  me  to  do. 


HALDEMAN: 


Your  lawyers? 


MAGRUDER: 


Yeah.   My  lawyers. 


HALDEMAN: 


What  do  you  mean  said  you  had  to  go? 


MAGRUDER: 


That  I  had  to  make  full  disclosure. 


HALDEMAN: 


Oh  I  see. 


MAGRUDER: 


Okay.   You  know,  so  I've  said  I  will. 


HALDEMAN : 


I  see.  Okay.   Well,  that,  that,  uh  -- 


MAGRUDER:       You  know,  I'm  not,  I'm,  I  mean  there's  no  --  you 

know,  I'm  just,  you  know,  I'm  going  to  plead  guilty  and 

go  to  jail,  that's  all.   I  mean,  that's  what  it's  going 
to  be  and  I  understand  that,  uh 


HALDEMAN: 


Well, 


MAGRUDER: 


--  agreed  to  accept  it. 


HALDEMAN: 


that    --   You   got    to  work  out   /^coughs^/   work   out  with   them. 
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I  don't  know  that  --  Well,  I  shouldn't  get  into  that 
with  you.   Uh  -- 

Well,  it's,  it's  not  a  problem  now.   I  don't  think,  they 
they've  talked  to  Silbert,  and,  uh  -- 

Oh  they  have? 

Yeah.   They've  talked  to  Silbert,  and,  uh  -- 


How 


does,  how  do  they  go  about  that  --  what  happens? 


Well,  you  see  is  that,  uh  I  did  not  ask  for  immunity 
because  I  didn't  think  I  deserved  it.   /Laughs/  Uh,  All 
I  said  is  1  would  tell  the  story  and  they  said  --  you  know,  I 
would  tell  them  the  truth.   You  know. 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


I  see. 

So  then  they  decide  how  many  charges  they  are  going  to 

charge  me  with,  and,  uh,  it'll  be  better  than  the  hundred 

and  thirty-five  years,  I  guess,  that  I  should  be  getting  normally. 

What  in  the  world  is  that  for? 


MAGRUDER: 


Oh,  about  eight  counts  of  perjury. 


HALDEMAN : 


MAGRUDER: 


Oh. 


a  couple  counts  of  conspiracy  and  a 


HALDEMAN: 


I  see. 
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couple  of  counts  of  obstruction  of  justice.   _/Laughs7 

What  do  you  do  then?   Go  into  the  grand  jury  or  just 
into  the  attorney  or  what? 

Yeah  I'll  go  in  --  Yeah,  well  I'll  see,  uh  --  go  through 
it  with  Silbert,  uh,  and  then,  uh,  they'll  decide  what 
they  will  offer  me,  which  will  be  something,  you  know. 
Uh,  I  mean,  it'll  be  less  than  the  f--,  twelve  or 
fourteen  counts  I'm  facing  now. 

I  see. 


MAGRUDER:       I  hope  anyway.   /Laughs^/  And  then  I'll  go  in  and  uh,  uh  tell  it 
to  the  grand  jury  and  then  I'll  plead  guilty. 

HALDEMAN:       You  don't  plead  before  a  grand  jury  do  you? 

MAGRUDER:       No,  I  mean,  no,  no,  I  mean,  you  know  --  tell  it  before  the  grand 
jury  then  they  send  you  to  the  judge. 

HALDEMAN:       You  just  tell  them  --  tell  them  the  facts. 

MAGRUDER:       Then  they  bring  you  up  to  the  judge. 

HALDEMAN:       Then  they  bring  an  indictment  or  something. 

MAGRUDER:       They  bring  an  indictment  on  whatever  counts  they 

decide  they're  going  to  indict  you  on  and  then  they 
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bring  you  to  the  justice,  to  the  judge  and,  and,  uh 

/draws  breath/  you  know. 

HALDEMAN:       Then  you  got  to  trial. 

MAGRUDER:       I  go  to  trial.   Down  the  ro--  no,  I  won't  go  -- 

HALDEMAN:       Oh  no  you  don't  go  to  trial,  uh,  your  example'd  be  to 
plead  guilty  to  those  counts. 

MAGRUDER:       I,  I  --  See,  I'm,  I'm,  I'm  pleading  guilty. 
HALDEMAN:       I  see. 

MAGRUDER:       Uh,  and  uh  I  think  uh.  Bob,  you  know  it's  important 

that  everybody  know  that,  because  there  is  no  way  I  can 
hold  anymore.   I've  uh  got  no  defense  now.   They've  got,  uh, 
witnesses  on  witnesses  on  witnesses  now  that,  uh  -- 

HALDEMAN:       Well  that's  what  becomes  increasingly  apparent. 

MAGRUDER:       And  I  can't,  uh,  do  it  for  John  anymore.   It's  just,  uh  -- 
It's  going  to  come  out  and  it  probably  should.  Bob.   I 
know,  you  know,  all  -- 

HALDEMAN:       Does  he  know  this? 

MAGRUDER:       I,  I  want  to  talk  to  him  but,  uh,  I  wanted  to  wait  till 
I  had  made  the  firm  decision  rather  than 
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HALDEMAN: 


38.  2     TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  14,    19^73  CONVERSATION 

Yeah. 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


hassling  with  him  about  whether  I  should  or  shouldn't. 
As  you  know,  up  until  yesterday,  he's  asked  me  to  hold, 

Huh. 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


and  I  can't  hold,  uh,  you  know,  when  I,  when  you  said  do 
what  your  lawyers  tell  you  to  do  and  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned that's  then  what  I  should  do. 

Right. 

I  mean  I've  held  long  enough.   Uh,  I've,  uh,  you  know, 
I  am  in  a  terrible  position  because  I  committed  perjury, 
you  know,  so  many  times,  at  the  trial,  and  at  the  grand 
jury. 

No,  fortunately,  I  don't  know  that. 

Well,  you  don't  Aaughs^/,  but  I  did. 

But,  but  you  know  what  you  know. 

You  know  what  I  --  I  mean, 

and  then  that's  what,  I  mean  that's  what  -- 

I  know  what  I  know  and,  and,  uh  I  did  tell  Larry  as 
you  know.  Bob,  it  uh,  puts  Gordon  in  a  spot,  and,  you 
know,  that's  --  nothing  I  can  do  about  that  now. 
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38.2     TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL   14,    1973  CONVERSATION 
HA.LDEMAN:       Well. 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


He's  the  only  --  Well,  Gordon  and  John  and  --  Big  John, 
are  going  to  be  in  a  spot.   Uh  -- 

Yeah,  you  just  -- 

/Unintelligible7.   That's  the  way  it  is,  has  to  be  I'  guess. 

That  I  should  not  get  into  with  you,  either. 


MAGRUDER:       No.  Okay. 


HALDEMAN : 


MAGRUDER: 


I  mean  its  -- 


That's  fine.  Bob, 


HALDEMAN: 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN : 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN : 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN : 


You've  got  to  -- 

I  don't  want  to  get  into  it  -- 

do  what' s  proper. 

Yeah.   I  just  have  to  do,  what,  uh,  you  know  I  have  to  do  now. 
There's  no  --  It's  gone  now.   I  really  think.  Bob,  you  should 
realize  that  you  know,  the  whole  thing  is  going  to  go. 

What  do  you  mean? 

Well,  whatever  it  is,  is  going  to  go.   I  mean  LaRue's 
going  to  go,  uh  --  they're  all  going  to  go.   I  mean, 
there  isn't  anybody  now  that  is  going  to  hold.   Except 
Mitchell,  I  think. 

Okay. 
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HALDEMAN: 


Okay. 


MAGRUDER: 


And  I  think 


HALDEMAN: 


All,  all  of  that  I  just  --  I  don't  know 


MAGRUDER: 


You  don't  know  that. 


HALDEMAN: 


much  about. 


MAGRUDER:       but  I  mean,  whatever  else  there  is  that  I  don't  know 

about,  I  think  everybody  better  be  aware  of  it,  'cause 
so  we  don't  continue  to  have  more  disasters  on  disasters. 


HALDEMAN: 


Yeah.   Okay. 


MAGRUDER; 


All  right. 


HALDEMAN: 


I'll  tell  John  you'll  be  over  at  four  o'clock. 


MAGRUDER: 


Would  you  do  that? 


HALDEMAN: 


Yeah.   Sure. 


MAGRUDE  R; 


I'm  sorry  things  didn't  work  out.  Bob. 


HALDEMAN: 


Well, 


MAGRUDER: 


You  know . 


HALDEMAN: 


we'll  talk  about  that  later. 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN : 


MAGRUDER: 


HALDEMAN: 


Okay. 
Okay  Jeb. 
Bye  bye. 
Right. 
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39.     On  April  14,  1973,  at  the  President's  request,  Ehrlichman  met 
with  Mitchell  from  1:40  to  2:10  p.m.  Ehrlichman  told  Mitchell  that 
the  President  had  instructed  him  to  talk  to  Mitchell  and  say  not  to  hold 
back  on  account  of  the  Presidency.   Mitchell  said  that  he  was  going  to 
stay  where  he  was  because  he  was  too  far  out.  Mitchell  said  that  he 
got  euchred  into  it  by  not  paying  attention  and  that  the  whole  genesis 
of  this  thing  was  at  the  White  House.   Mitchell  told  Ehrlichman  that 
Dean  had  been  caught  in  the  middle  like  so  many  others  who  were  trying 
to  keep  the  lid  on  until  after  the  election  and  trying  to  keep  the  lid 
on  all  the  other  things  that  had  gone  on  at  the  White  House.  Magruder's 
pending  disclosures  to  the  prosecutors  were  also  discussed.  Mitchell 
told  Ehrlichman  that  some  of  the  White  House  fund  had  been  used  to  make 
payments  to  the  defendants,  with  Haldeman's  approval,  prior  to  the  return 
of  the  money  to  Fred  LaRue. 
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59. 1     JOHN  EHRLICHfUN  LOG,   APRIL  24.    1972 
/V^EDNSSDAY.    APRIL.  H,    19T3 

9:00  Garmant 

9-15  DLck  Moore's  office  -  Garmsnt,    Jim  O'Connor 

11:00-1 1:^5  presLdeni: 
12:30-1:30  Preaidant 
J. 30"'  Roger  Barth,    i.ee  Hsnkal  (tax  simplification  slide  show) 

2:10  Roger  Barth 

2:15-4:00  President 

5-30  Blair  House  (Senators  Ervin  and  Baker) 

7:00  Buffet  at  Italian  Embassy  -  loOl  Fuller  -  Black  tie 

9-00  Film,  at  Kennedy  Center  -  Brother  Sun,    Sister  Moon 

/    THURSDAY.   APRIL  12,    1973 

9:15    -  J3  Tragi  dsnt 

10:30  Ziegler 

11:00  HRH  office 


11:45              HRH 
'TTT5 HUH/  Strachan 


2_j30 President 

3:30  Alan  Greenspan 

5:00  Garment's  office 

5-30  State  Dining  Room  -  Congressinal  reception 

6 :  15 Ziegler 's  office  -  Dick  Moore  et_3a__ 

/    FRIDAY.   APRIL  13,    1973 

9:10 President 

1 1:30    Charles  CoLson 

1:00 President 

J2j^0 Dean 

3:00  Ziegler 

3:10  President 

5:00  Colson,    David  Shapiro 


7:30  Dinner  at  La  Fonda 

8:30  "Godspali"  -  Motion  Picture  Assn. 


SATURDAY.    APRIL  14, 
3i45-Il:3Q    President  , 
11:50 


07' 


12T15 

X^Xs"  KRH^_o^'t_- 

'uiO  Ziagler  -^.\..^^^ 

T^in  -?  :  1  n  _  _Tnn_n_\iLcc!ri3U  ,  .         --■"'' 

73'5^:4o_   _  ?^ire_sj^denc^  S}2-'-J: 
4:d6~        '         Jeb  Magrv.dar,    Jim  Shr.rp,    Jim.  3ie  rbov/a  r 
57^  President 
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39.2     JOHN  EHRLICHMAN  DEPOSITION.   MAY  22,    1973,    PNC  v.    MaCORD.    172-73 
O  N'ons- ,    did    you    have    any    cc^nversa  t  ions    v,'ith    John    :■'.  j 'ch-'-' i  ] 

relative    to    the    nre-June    17    events    and    the    VJatcrqato    brr>^k-iri? 

A  Yec,    I    did. 

Q     Was  there  more  than  one? 

A     No . 

Q     And  when  was  that  conversation? 

A    That  conversation  was  on  the  14th  of  April  of  this 
year. 

Q     That  was  a  Saturday. 

A     Yes. 

Q    And  was  that  in  your  office? 

A     Yes. 

Q    Was  there  anyone  else  present? 

A     Mo. 

Q    v;ill  you  tell  us,  please,  the  contents  of  that  con- 
versation within  the  guidelines  set  forth  by  your  counsel? 

A     I  told  Mr.  Mitchell  that  the  reason  for  the  rieetinq 
was,  rirst,  to  relay  to  him  the  sane  rr.essaqe  that  I  crave  Mr. 
-■'saruder  which  was  that  continued  silence  '""as  not  deer.ed  to  bo 
ssrvmc  tns  interests  of  the  Presider.c".'  bu'"  ■'"hat  e".'--r'/"  i  nci  vi'i  — 
■jal  r.azL    to  cecide  for  hir.self  whetner  it  v:as  m  h±3  ov/n  mdi- 


-eresc  to  cere  ror-.-'arc  or  not.. 


—  r.  "I  V  -  r, ' 


£■  , .  ^ 
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39.2     Jnm  EURLICHMAN  DEPOSITION.   MAY  22.    1972,   PNC  V.   MoCORD.    171-72 
— .  2_-]2 


be  in  a  position  to  give  the  President  as  qood  a  picture  of 
what  actually  took  place  as  possible.   He  replied  that  he  was 
not  remaining  silent  out  of  any  personal  reticence  or  feeling 
that  he  was  serving  the  interests  of  the  Presidency  by  doing 
so,  that  he  had  no  liability  or  responsibility  for  events  that 
^  took  place,  that  any  such  liability  had  necessarily  rested  on 
others  who  were  in  control  of  the  situation  during  the  time 
that  he  was  Attorney  General,  that  he  felt  confident  that  when 
all  the  facts  were  brought  out  that  he  would  be  vindicated  and 
basically  that  he  had  little  else  to  contribute. 

Q     Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  pre- 

June  17th  events? 
'      A    Not  in  so  many  words .   He  presented  me  with  some 

rather  bald  conclusions.   He  didn't  go  into  the  facts  with  me. 
He  didn't  appear  to  be  willing  to  go  into  the  facts  with  me 
beyond  stating  some  general  assertions. 

Q    YOU  made  it  clear,  did  you  not,  that  you  were  speaking 
to  him  on  behalf  of  the  President  in  connection  with  this  mat- 

ter? 

A     Yes,  sir. 

*.  ■  ^  i^c*-   Mr   Ehrlichman? 
O     How  long  did  that  conversation  las.,  .-• 

A     I  would  think  20  ninutos ,  perha-os. 

nid  ha  Gee  the  \>r:-J''--   on  u-c._  .  .c-   - 


O 
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173 


A  No, 

Q  Did   he    see   Mr.    HalrJeman   on    that   occasion? 

A     I  don't  believe  so, 

Q    V7as  that  conversation  recorded? 

A    I  tried  to  tape  it  and,  again,  with  extremely  indif- 
ferent results, 

Q    Was  that  tape  turned  over  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney's  of- 
fice? 

A    Yes,  it  was . 

Q    Was  a  copy  of  it  turned  over  to  the  Senate  Committee? 

A    I  believe  so. 

Q    IVho  made  the  copies  of  these  various  tapes? 

A    I  think  my  secretary  did. 

Q     Do  you  know  whether  there  was  ever  any  professional 
attempt  so  far  as  the  tapes  that  you  made  were  concerned  to  im- 
prove their  quality  after  you  had  gotten  then  and  found  out 
they  were  not  particularly  good? 

A     Not  to  my  knowledge . 

Q  You   don't   know  whether    the   U.    S.    Attorney's   office   or 

the   Senate   Conu'-uttes   hav--;^   m>;.i    those    >'»..? 

MR.    STRICKr:::R:       AG    0-"    c.--    time    th^'v-    lr;-;i.    their    Iiancs,    no 
such    autoiT^Dt    has    b-^-^n    mavie.       Wr-..it    hsc    .'^--^■ri-Ui^    h  l:\<:c^    tnen  ,     I 
dor, '  :.    /-HOV;. 
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39.3     JOHN  MITCHELL  TESTIMONY,  JULY  10,    1972,    4  SSC  1651-52 

1651 

Mr  Thompson.  Do  you  recall  that  as  you  remember  his  statement  or 
have  yoirread  his  statement  ?  Have  you  read  his  statement  ?  I  assume 

that  you  have 

Afr  Mitchell.  I  have  read  his  statement,  yes.  ^,  ■   i^ 

Mr  Thompson  Do  you  recall  ^vhether  or  not  there  are  other  points, 
without  specifically  naming  one,  if  you  cannot  ?  ^i^noint  them 

Mr  Mitchell.  Yes,  there  are.  I  am  not  sure  I  could  pinpoint  tnem 
todly    bull  can  provide  you  with  material,  ^V.VnecT  vou  "^i^f 

Ur  Thompson-.  If  you  return  tomorrow— as  I  expect  jou  will  it 
toAigiit  vou  could  go  through  his  statement—  .^morrow  ^ 

ilr.  Mitchell.  You  mean  I  am  going  to  be  invited  back  tomorrow . 

Sir.  THO>rpsoN.  Most  cordially.  - 

Mr  TSJ^s^N^SrS"r.sh  your  memory  on  those  points.  Some 
of  the  Senators  might  want  to  ask  some  questions. 

Mr  ilrrcHELL.  I  will  attempt  to  do  so,  sir. 

r-AIr  Tho^ipson.  Let  me  ask  vou  about  one  more  nieeting,  the  meet- 
ing vou  had^th.  not  with  Mr.Dean,  but  Mr.  Ehrlichman  on  April  13 
atthe  "White  House. 

]Mr.  MrrcHELL.  Mr.  Ehrlichman  ( 

Mr:IrxTcrLL.Tbelieve  the  meeting  was  on  April  14,  if  I  am  not 

mistaken.  It  was  a  Saturday.  ,    ^.,    .     „„(.;„„■? 

Mr  Thompson.  AAHiat  was  discussed  at  that  meeting  ? 

Mr  M™c^L.  Very  little  other  than  the  fact  that  I  had  known  that 
MrMa-SXr  had  tried  to  be  the  first  one  into  the  prosecutor's  office 
and  thafhe  had'already  been  there,  and  that  Mr  Midiman  had 
learned  that  and  had  talked  to  Mr  Magruder  ^"^.^J^^/  [i^^^J^^ 
advised  me  as  to  what  Mr.  Magruder  was  saying.  I  said  thank  you 
veo-  mucTand  he  said,  would  you  not  like  to  see  the  P^^^^^^f  ^,  ^^^I, 
said  under  the  circumstances  of  what  is  unfo  dmg  here.  I  think  it 
would  be  inappropriate  for  me  to  see  the  President.  So  we  left  it  at 

*^Mr  Thompson.  Was  this,  in  effect,  telling  you  that  from  Ehrlich- 
man's  standpoint,  anyway,  from  what  was  going  on,  that  you  could 
anticipate  problems? 

Mr.  AIitchell.  That  I  could  ? 

Mr  AhJ^H^LU  ?do  not  think  it  is  so  much  that  way  as  he  was  re- 
counting to  me  what  Magruder  had  said,  which,  of  course,  did  involve 

""now,  as  to  Air.  Ehrlichman's  motive.  I  am  not  trying  to  guesstimate 

*^Mr  Thompson.  AVe  have  some  evidence  before  ^be  committee  of  a 
t-iped  com'S.tion  between  Air.  Ehrlichman  and  Air.  Kleuidienst 
T  wonder  if  vou  have  anv  reason  to  believe  that  this  or  any  other 
Jon  "iation  Xt  you  might  have  had  with  Air.  Ehrlichman  was 

*' Mr.MiTCHELL.  In  reflection.  I  would  think  that  this  conversation 
probably  was  taped. 
Air.  Thompson.  W\\y  ? 
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39.3     JOHN  MITCHELL  TESTIMONY,   JULY  10,    2973,    4  SSC  1651-52 

1652 

Mv.  Mitchell.  For  tlie  reason  that  most  of  the  time  that  I  met  in 
John  Ehrhchman's  office,  why,  we  sat  on  a  sofa  around  a  coffee  table 
and  so  forth. 

jNIr.  Thompsox.  This  is  the  one  we  heard  about  in  the  Pat  Gray 
testimony  about  the  documents  ? 

Mr.  Mitchell.  Yes;  I  believe  that  is  the  same  coffee  table  and 
set  of  chairs.  But  at  this  particular  time,  he  invited  me  over  to 
sit  in  the  chair  at  his  desk  and  fidgeted  around  a  little  bit.  So  it 
occurred  to  me  that   a  switch  in  the  pattern  of  operation  might  very 

jvell  have  had  something  to  do  with  as  to  where  the  microphone  was. 

~~Mr.  Thompson.  Let  me  ask  you  one  more  question,  Mr.  Mitchell. 
Obviously,  the  only  verification,  I  suppose,  direct  verification  of  the 
fact  that  you  were  not  the  one  who  pushed  Liddy,  or  to  the  contrary, 
the  only  one  who  could  definitely  testify  that  you  did  push  Liddy, 
would  be  Liddy  himself.  And,  of  course,  he  has  not  favored  us  with  his 
testimony  so  far. 

I  notice  here  a  call  in  your  logs  on  April  17  with  a  Mr.  Peter 
Maroulis. 

Mr.  Mitchell.  Maroulis,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Thompson.  I  believe  he  is  Mr.  Liddy's  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Mitchell.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Could  you  tell  us  the  nature  of  that  conversation? 

Mr.  Mitchell.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  a  return  of  a  call  to  Mr.  Maroulis, 
who  had  made  a  call  to  me,  and  Mr.  Maroulis,  within  a  day  or  two, 
came  to  see  me.  He  was  looking  for  guidance.  What  had  apparently 
occurred,  according  to  Mr.  Maroulis,  and  I  have  not  checked  this  out 
with  the  parties  to  know  whether  it  is  true  or  not,  but  the  President 
had  made  his  statement  by  that  time,  whichever  one  it  was,  in  which 
he  asked  everybody  to  come  forward  and  disclose  what  they  knew 
about  this  matter.  I  guess  that  might  have  been — well,  whatever  date 
it  was,. the  President  or  somebody  on  his  behalf  had  asked,  I  believe, 
Henry  Petersen  to  go  to  Mr.  Liddy's  local  counsel  here  in  the  Dis- 
trict— Mr.  Kennelly,  and  Mr.  Kennelly  carried  the  message  from  Peter- 
sen to  Kennelly  to  Mr.  Maroulis  about  the  fact  that  the  President 
wanted  everybody  to  come  forward. 

Well,  Mr.  Maroulis  had  spent  a  lot  of  time — he  is  a  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Liddy.  It  was  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Liddy  had  a  valid  case  on 
appeal  because  of  the  errors  made  by  the  court  and  other  matters  that 
were  involved,  and  he  wondered  if  I  could  give  him  any  guidance 
as  to  what  the  President  meant  by  that  particular  phrase,  which  appar- 
ently had  been  quoted  verbatim  from  Petersen  to  Kennelly  to 
Maroulis. 

I  told  him  that  I  could  not  add  anything  to  it.  that  I  had  not  talked  to 
the  President  about  it ;  I  knew  what  the  President's  wishes  were,  but 
he  as  a  lawyer  was  going  to  have  to  make  his  own  decision  as  to  what 
his  client's  interests  were. 

Mr.  Tho^ipson.  Is  that  the  last  conversation  you  had  with  him  con- 
cerning Liddy's  position  ? 

Mr.  Mitchell.  That  is  the  only  conversation  I  have  ever  had  with 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Mitchell.  I  have  no  further 
questions. 

Senator  Ervtx.  Senator  Talmadge. 
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39.4     JOHN  EHHLICHMAN  TESTIMONY,   JULY  27.    1972,    7  SSC  2756 

2756 

Almost  surely  if  John  Mitchell  is  indicted,  Kleindienst  will  resign," 
and  he  said,  "I  think  Joe  Snead  ought  to  be  Acting  Attorney  General." 

Then  he  said,  "The  U.S.  attoi-ney  has  assured  me  that  I  am  not  a 
target,  and  neither  is  any  other  White  House  person." 

Senator  GtrRNEY.  Were  these  notes  made  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichm.^n.  Yes,  sir,  as  we  talked. 

Senator  Gttrnet.  Did  he  tell  you  about  all  his  involvement  with 
Kalmbach.  raising  of  money,  and  these  methods  of  paying  it  that 
Ulasewicz  told  us  about? 

Mr.  Ehrlichm.ax.  No,  sir.  That  I  hadn't  heard  until  this  testimony 
here. 

Senator  GiniNTrr.  Or  the  contacts  he  was  having  with  La;Rue  at  this 
particular  time? 

Mr.  EHHLicHM.\ii.  No.  You  will  recall  he  testified  about  five  dif- 
ferent ways,  about  looks  of  anguish,  disbelief,  scorn,  whatnot,  on  my 
face  at  the  time  he  said  I  was  indictable.  In  point  of  fact  at  the  time 
he  said  I  was  not  indictable  but  that  the  Kalmbach  thing  might  be 
a  problem  for  me  as  being  misunderstood,  I  said,  "^Well,  I  just  don't 
see  how  it  could,  John,"  and  then  we  discussed  just  that,  the  assump- 
tions which  I  had  made  that  there  was  nothing  improper  about  it, 
and  so  on. 

Senator  Gubitet.  At  one  of  these  meetings,  and  I  can't  remember - 
which  one,  it  was  now  because  there  were  several  in  this  time  frame, 
but  Dean  testified,  as  I  recall,  that  there  was  a  discussion  between 
you  and  him,  and  I  think  Haldeman,  on  the  fact  that  the  best  way 
to  settle  Watergate  would  have  Mitchell  come  forward,  I  guess  that — 
March  21  counsel  tells  me.  Do  you  recall  anything  on  that,  whether 
there  was  a-  discussion  or  agreement  between  you,  that  that  was  the 
best  thing  to  do  ? 

Mr.  Ehklichman.  There  never  was  such  an  agreement. 

Senator  Gtirney.  Was  there  a  discussion? 

Mr.  Ehblichman.  Yes.  During  that  meeting  and  during  subsequent 
meetings  bet-ween  Mr.  Haldeman  and  me  and  meetings  between  Halde- 
man, Dean  and  me  on  the  two  occasions,  I  think  we  had  them  subse- 
quent to  that,  there  was  a  lot  of  speculation  about  John  Mitchell  and 
his  place  in  all  of  this,  and  of  course  he  was  not  saying  anything  to 
anybody  at  that  point  in  time,  and  none  of  us  really  had  a  feel  for 
this.  I  can  recall  at  one  of  these  meetings  Bob  Haldeman  saying, 
"I  wonder  if  we  are  taking  all  this  anguish  just  to  protect  John 
Mitchell."  It  was  a  question,  it  was  not  an  assertion,  but  I  think  we 
all  shared  at  various  times  that  question  in  our  minds  as  to  whether 
the  beating  everybody  was  taking  on  the  subject  of  Watergate  was 
because  he  was  not  coming  forward.  Now  that  was  one  of  the  reasons 
that  the  President  asked  me  to  meet  with  Mr.  Mitchell  on  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  April  14,  to  say  to  him  for  the  President  that  if 
Mr.  Mitchell  thought  his  silence  was  somehow  ser\-ing  the  Presidency 
that  was  a  misapprehension,  that  the  President  didn't  want  him  to  sit 
silent  if  he  knew  something  unless  Mr.  Mitchell  felt  from  his  own 
personal  point  that  was  an  exercise  of  his  own  rights,  in  whicli  case 
tliat  was  up  to  him.  And  I  delivered  that  messaire  to  him  at  that  time 
but  that  was  a  continuing  question  all  the  way  through  this  perio<l  of 
time. 
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TRANSCRIPT  PREPARED  BY  THE  IMPEACHMENT  INQUIRY 
STAFF  FOR  THE  HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  A  RE- 
CORDING OF  A  MEETING  BETWEEN  JOHN  D.  EHRLICHMAN 
AND  JOHN  MITCHELL  ON  APRIL  14.  1973 


EHRLICHMAN:    Come  in,  sir. 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Yes,  sir. 


EHRLICHMAN:     Sorry  to  drag  you  down  here  this  way,  but  things  seem  to  he 
moving  and  I  thought  you'd  better  know  what  we  know.   Sit 
down. 


MITCHELL:      I'd  like  to  know  what  you  know. 


Uh,  late  last  night,  uh,  I  gave  the  President  the  results 
of  what  I  had  been  working  on  since  about  the  25th  of  March, 
which  is  an  effort  to  try  and  give  him  as  much  as  I  could 
determine  about  the  extrinsic  facts  of  this  whole  episode, 
that  is  to  say  outside  the  White  House,  which  Dean  really 
hadnot  brought  in  that  meeting.   He  felt  he  needed  to 


know  because  he  had  some  judgments  he  had  to  make.   Uh,  he 
then  asked  that  I  talk  to  you  and  several  other  people 
about  something  that  I  discovered  in  this  thing  that,  that 
troubled  him  very  much,  and  that  was  that  some  people 
thought  that  their  silence  served  his  purpose  at  this 
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point.   Now,  obviously  you're  in  a  situation  of  jeopardy, 
and  other  people  are,  too.   And,  he  does  not  —  I  mean 
this  is  just  very  hard  uh,  uh,  for,  for  him,  and  that's  the 
reason  I  am  talking  to  you.   And,  and,  uh,  he  just  didn't 
want  anybody  to  labor  under  the  misapprehension  that  there 
was  any  overriding  consideration  in  his  interest  of  any- 
body remaining  mute.   That,  that,  uh  —  obviously, 
everybody's  got  to  decide  for  himself  if,  if  he's  got 
a  Fifth  Amendment  situation  or,  uh,  put  them  on  your 
approved  situation  and  that's  not  what  I'm  talking 
about.   I'm  talking  about,  uh,  the,  uh,  attitude  that 
several  have  —  John  Dean  for  one,  that  he  is  better  off 
not,  not  testifying  than  testifying  because  it  was  the, 
the  President's  interest.   The  President  now  feels  his 
interest  institutionally,  not,  not  individually  necessarily, 
but  the  institution  of  the  Presidency  is  better  served  by 
having  this  thing  aired,  disposed  of,  and  put,  put  behind 
us,  so  to  speak.   It's  pretty  hard  to  put  it  behind  him, 
but  that  is  a  better  route  to  try  and  take  than  one  of, 
of,  uh,  uh,  making  it  difficult  to  get  at  the  evidence.   Now, 
uh,  I  learned  in  the  process  of,  uh,  trying  to  reach 
people  that  —  access  routes  —  that  Jeb  Magruder  has 
decided  to  make  a  clean  breast  of  things  and  to  take  a 
guilty  plea.   So  that  pretty  well,  uh,  starts  to  work 
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from  the  middle  in  all  directions,  and  apparently  he  will 
be  seeing  the  U.  S.  Attorney  to  carry  this  out  either 
over  this  weekend,  or  immediately  the  first  of  the 
week.   Uh,  he,  uh  —  on  the,  on  the  four  corners  of  my 
investigation,  that  will  pretty  well  determine  the  ulti- 
mate outcome  of  things,  uh,  if  he  does  that,  and  I  — 
absolutely  everyone's  opinion  [unintelligible],  Uh,  in  addi- 
tion, it's  coming  unstuck  in  a  number  of  other  areas  and  uh, 
[unintelligible] 


MITCHELL : 


Well,  I'd  like  to  know  about  it. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  the  U.  S.  Attorney  is  focusing  on  the  aftermath, 

i 
MITCHELL:      Uh  huh. 

EHRLICHMAN:    on  the  obstruction  of  justice  aspect  of  this,  and,  uh, 
apparently  has  induced  Hunt  to  testify  through  some 
arrangement  or  other.   Now,  that's  not  very  reliable 
evidence.   [Unintelligible] 


MITCHELL: 


From  what  I  hear,  that's  probably  true. 


EHRLICHMAN:  But,  uh,  that  seems  to  be  the  breaks  at  this  [unintelligible]. 
Uh,  what  he  would  add,  I  don't  know,  but  apparently  that  makes 
it  hard  for  O'Brien  and  others  and,  uh,  they  expect  that, 
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uh,  they  will  make  a  very  wide-ranging  case  of  the 
aftermath  business. 

On  what,  uh,  what  basis? 


EHRLICUMAN:    Obstruction  of  justice. 


MITCHELL : 


Huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah,  on  a  conspiracy. 


MITCHELL : 


In  what  way  did  they  obstruct  justice? 


EHRLICHMAN:     In  inducing  the  defendants  to  withhold  testimony,  is 
their  theory  for  corrupt  [unintelligible] 

MITCHELL:      Is,  is  that  factually  true? 

EHRLICHMAN:    I  don't,  I,  I  can't  say  that  it  is,  from  anything  that  I've 
been  able  to  find  I  have,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
direct  efficient  actor  who  made  that  assertion.   I've 
got  a  lot  of  third-hand  hearsay,  but  I  have  not  in  my 
investigation  been  able  to  make  that  and  I  so  advised  the 
President. 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Uh  huh. 

Because  he  —  uh,  a,  a  lot  of  validation  has  been  made  with 
regard  to  John  Dean,  for  instance,  and  I  have  not  been 
able  to,  uh,  point  out  to  the  President  any  reliable 
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evidence  that  John  had  any  corrupt  motive  or  participated 
in  any  such  obstruction. 

MITCHELL:  Well,  certainly  there  wasn't  any  corrupt  motive. 

EHRLICHMAN:  [Unintelligible] 

I  MITCHELL:  Poor  John  is  the  guy  that  just  got  caught  in  the  middle 

EHRLICHMAN:  Sure. 

MITCHELL:  of  this  thing. 

EHRLICHMAN:  Sure,  and  that's  what  I  said. 

MITCHELL:      Like,  uh,  like  so  many  others  that  were  first  of  all  trying 
to  keep  the  lid  on  it  until  after  the  election, 

EHRLICHMAN:     Yeah. 

MITCHELL:      and,  uh,  in  addition  to  that,  to  keep  the  lid  on  all  the 
other  things  that,  uh,  were  going  on  over  here,  uh,  that 

EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  the,  uh, 

MITCHELL:      would  have  even  been  worse,  I  think  than  the  Watergate 
business. 


EHRLICHMAN:     the,  uh,  uh,  question  that  comes  up  whether  these  fellows 
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would  have  talked  to  the  press  or  not.   It  would,  uh  -- 

the  election  would  have  been  far  worse  than  if  they'd  talked 

to  the  U.  S.  Attorney. 

MITCHELL:      Yeah. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   So,  I  mean,  we,  we  have  a  lot  to  talk  about  on  that 
thing.   But  anyway,  Silbert  is  going  full  bore  on  that, 
and,  uh,  uh,  in,  in  some  ways  it's  the  least  of  our 
worries,  but  in  other  ways  it,  it  does  involve  a,  a  lot 
of  other  players  who  were  not  involved  in  the,  in  the  break-in 
thing. 

MITCHELL:      Of  course  it  also  involves  the  White  House  fund. 


EHRLICHMAN : 


^at  --  Yeah.   Yeah.   Now,  Strachan  has  been  a  witness. 


MITCHELL: 


What  has  he  testified  to? 


EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  of  course  I  don't  know.   But,  uh,  I  know  they 
interrogated  him  on  that  question. 


MITCHELL: 


Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:  so,  uh,  uh,  that's  before  them.  Now,  as  far  as  what  you 
do,  obviously  you're  the,  you're  the  captain  of  your  own 
boat  on  this,  but  the  President  wanted  you  to  have  me 
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tell  you  right  now  that  he  is  extraordinarily  troubled 
by  the  situation  in  which  you  find  yourself,  and,  and  there- 
fore everybody  finds  themselves.   That  this,  uh,  in  no 
way  affects  his  feeling  for  you  in  any  regard, 

Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:     but  --  in  the  least  degree  ~  personally  very  much 
involved  in  this  thing  and. 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL: 


Well,  I,  I  can,  I  can  believe  that. 

so  that's  the  only  reason  that  I'm  delivering  the  message 
instead  of,  instead  of  him.   That's  the  reason  that  Bob  is  not, 
obviously,  and,  ands,  'cause  I  was  sort  of,  uh,  the  one  stuck 
with  putting  this  whole  thing  together  for  him.   Now, 
uh,  I  would  suppose  that  the  way  things  are  going  in  the, 
in  the  judicial  process,  that  the  Ervin  thing  will  get 
hung  up  for  a  long  time  because  there  will  be  a  whole 
round  of  new  trials  and,  and  different  trials. 

Uh  huh.   You  think  that  will  be  the  case? 


EHRLICHMAN:     That's 


MITCHELL:       that  they  would  sit  out? 


EHRLICHMAN:    what,  that's  what  they  --  that's  not  what  the  Senate  is  saying. 
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but  that's  what  knowledgeable  attorneys  that  I've 
been  talking  to  --  like  O'Brien  say  the  thing  might, 
might  be  the  case.   He  didn't  say  that  to  me,  but 
[unintelligible].   So,  uh,  I  don't  know  what  the  future 
of  all  that  is. 

MITCTIELL:      What  are  you  getting  out  of  the  Justice  Department? 
Anything? 

EHRLICHMAN:     No.   I  have  --  Kleindienst  is  uh,  uh,  staying  very  far 

away  from  this  thing,  as  far  away  as  he  can  get.   So,  uh, 
I'm  relying  primarily  on  sources  within  the  U.  S, 
Attorney's  Office  for  what  little  information  I  do  get  about 
who's  going  to  be  a  witness,  and  uhat  kind  of  thing 
but  really,  I  haven't  tried  to  do  too  much  of  that.   I'm 
just  uh  -- 


MITCHELL: 


Wliat  are  the  schedule  of  the  witnesses? 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Hunt  is  set  for  Monday. 


MITCHELL:      Has  there  been  any  determination  as  to  when  John  Dean  is 
likely  to  go  up  there? 

EHRLICHMAN:     He  thinks  sometime  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  something  of 

that  kind.   He  still  has  not  had  his  informal  conference,  so 
uh,  there's  no  uh  --  He  has  not  imparted  anything  to  them  at  all. 
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MITCHELL: 


at  this  point.   Uh,  the,  the,  uh,  attorneys  for  Dean  say 
to  him,  and  he  says  to  me,  that  they're  almost  not  in- 
terested in  him  anymore.   lUnintelUgibleJ 


In  Dean? 


EHRLICHMAN:     Yeah,  because  they've  got  this  thing  made  so  many 
different  ways.   They're  running  a  surplusage  of 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Are  you 


evidence. 


MITCHELL:  talking  about  the  obstruction  of  justice  thing? 

EHRLICHMAN:  The  whole,  the  whole  thing. 

MITCHELL:  How  are  they, 

EHRLICHMAN:  {Unintelligible] 

MITCHELL:  how  are  they  making  that? 

EHRLICHMAN:     I  don't  know.   I  really  don't.   Uh,  but,  uh,  whether 

they  were  playing  cute  with  Dean's  attorneys  or  not,  I  don't 
know.   But  uh,  they  called  and  said,  "They  won't  even  have 
our  fellow  down"  and  uh,  Silbert,  or  whoever  they  talked 
to,  said,  "Well,  you  know,  uh,  in  due  course,  but  uh,  we 
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have  so  many  witnesses  to  handle,  why,  we  don't  know  what 
to  do  with  them  all." 

MITCHELL:      Well,  they  would  naturally  joke  and  bargain  on  that. 

EHRLICHMAN:     Yeah,  yeah.   And  then  they've  had  people  like  Powell  Moore, 
and  uh  -- 

MITCHELL:      Well,  except  uh,  Powell's  uh,  uh  testimony  at  this  point 
was  tha:-.  uh,  incident  when  he  and  Liddy  went  out  to  see 
Kleindienst,  uh  -- 

EHRLICHMAN:     No.   I  understand  that  it  also  had  something  to  do  with 
shredding:   destruction  of  documents. 

MITCHELL:      Did  they  get  anything? 

EHRLICHMAN:     But  I,  I  said,  you  know,  that  I  called  Dean  and  said,  "Why 
do  they  have  Powell  Moore,  [unintelligible]  ."   So,  that's 
the,  that's  the  message,  and  it's,  uh,  uh,  almost  not  worth 
dragging  you  all  the  way  down  here  for,  except  that  it's  not 
the  kind  of  thing  that  I  could  say  to  you  very  effectively 
on  the  telephone.   Uh,  but  the  time  remaining  to  do  anything 
which  will  in  any  way,  uh,  put  plusses  on  the  side  of  the 
Presidency  is  rapidly  running  out,  obviously. 

MITCHELL:      Wliat's  his  first  proposed  action? 
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EHRLICHMAN:  He  hasn't   any   right   to    tell   you  what    to   do.      Uh   -- 


MITCHELL: 


Oh,  I'm  not  talking  about  telling  me. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 


MITCHELL: 


No,  no,  no,  no.   What,  what  is  brother  Dick  doing  about  that? 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Well,  he,  he  doesn't  have  just  a  lot  of  options. 


MITCHELL: 


No,  I  know  that. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Uh,  at. 


MITCHELL: 


That's  why  we  just 


EHRLICHMAN: 


at  this 


MITCHELL: 


talked  all  along. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Uh,  about  the  only  thing  that  we  can  do,  that  we  see  that  can  be 
done  is  to  try  and  get  out  the  facts  with  regard  to,  say. 
Bob  Haldeman,  in  whatever  way  remains  to  be  effective. 
To  uh,  uh,  I've,  I've  got  a  problem  now  and  uh,  I  haven't, 
I  haven't  figured  out  what  to  do  about  it.   And  what  I  do 
with  all  this  information.   It's  mostly  hearsay.   It's 
probably  not  much  of  it  adding  to  what  the  U.  S.  Attorney 
al  --,  already  knows.   But  here's  the  President  now  pos- 
sessed of  a  report,  uh,  and  it  argues  that  some  people 
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are  in  violation  of  the  law.   What  in  the  world  does  he 
do?   What  do  I  do? 

Well,  there's,  uh,  obviously  two  things:   to  take  care  of  his 
own  house  in  an  appropriate  way. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Right,  right.   That's  underway. 


MITCHELL : 


That's  the  one  thing. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 

MITCHELL:      and  the  other  thing  is,  uh,  certainly  not  to,  uh,  impinge 
upon  anybody's,  uh,  rights. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Exactly.   Exactly.   It,  it,  it  occurs  to  me  that,  that 
probably  the  best  thing  I  could  do  with  it  is  simply  to 
advise  Kleindienst  that  I  have  done  this,  and  that  it  is, 
none  of  it,  first  party  evidence  and  it's  all  hearsay.   But 
that  it  is  a,  it  is  a  report  that  I  put  together  for  the 
President.   It  is  —  anybody  is  uh,  uh,  interested  in  it 
at  the  Justice  Department  as  hearsay  or  second  class 
evidence,  you  know,  I'll,  I'll  repeat  it  for  that.   But 
that,  uh,  uh,  it  is  not  the  kind  of  stuff  that  would  be 
■  admissible  in  Court,  or  that  would,  uh,  add  much  to  what's 
already  happened.   But  I  think  we  have  to  say  to  somebody 
that  we've  done  this,  and  that  it's,  it's  praising  Dean.  That, 
that  it's  available.   Now  what  do  you  think  about  it?  Kleindienst 
probably  hang  up  on  you. 
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MITCHELL:      Uh,  well,  I  go  back,  John,  in  looking  at  the  President's 
interest. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 

MITCHELL:      What's  developed  over  the  period  of  time.   And,  uh, 
you,  uh,  of  course  have  a  separation  of  powers 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yes. 

MITCHELL:      until  this  thing  and  all  the  rest  of  the  thing.  Uh, 
you,  you  also  have  individual's  rights, 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 


MITCHELL : 


and  [unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 


MITCHELL : 


So  that,  and  uh 


EHRLICHMAN:    You  don't  go  rushing  out  and  say,  "Hey,  look  it,  this  is 
what  we  suspect." 


MITCHELL : 


No.   Uh,  you  also  have  a  scenario  which  has  been  developed 
unfortunately  around  the  President  with  the  Dean  re — , 
report,  uh,  so-called,  and  so  forth.   Uh,  now  John  of 
course  becomes  a  participant  in  it,  uh,  as  to,  uh,  uh,  when 
this  knowledge  was  available,  and  what  was  it,  and  why  now, 
because  of  the  pressures  are  on,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.   I 
think  that  has  to  be  thought  out 
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EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 

MITCHELL:      very  carefully. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  is  Chappie  Rose  coming  in  as,  uh,  anything  more  than 
a  consultant? 

EHRLICHMAN:    The  Pres — ,  uh,  the  President  hasn't  decided  yet,  —  that's, 
that's  our  recommendation. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  I  think  that  that  is,  uh,  probably  something  of 
consequence  because  of  John's  involvement. 

EHRLICHMAN:    John  Rose? 


MITCHELL : 


No. 


EHRLICHMAN:    John  Dean.   Oh,  yeah.   Well,  John  Dean  is,  you  know, 
virtually  gone  —  out  of,  out  of  any  active  role  in 
the  White  House  thing. 


MITCHELL : 


No,  but  I  mean  there  has  to  also  be  publicly  prosecuted. 


EHRLICHMAN:    I  understand.   I  agree  with  that. 


MITCHELL : 


so  that  uh 


EHRLICHMAN:  Well,  and,  and  frankly.  Chappie's  one,  one,  drawback  for 
Chappie  is  the  fact  that  he  has  a  son  on  the  White  House 
staff. 
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MITCHELL:      Yeah,  but  he  [unintelligible]   good  standard. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 

MITCHELL:      [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   Well,  I  don't  know.   What,  what  do  you  think  about 
this  business  of  my  calling  Kleindienst? 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  I  would  sort  out  very  carefully  as  to  what  you're  going  to 
call  Kleindienst  and  tell  him  about.   Uh,  I  think  that,  uh, 
probably  it's  a  —  yeah,  you  know  —  good  thing  to  do  in 
connection  with  your  Chappie  Rose  move. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh. 

MITCHELL:      In  other  words,  uh,  if  he  comes  in  as  an  independent 
and  let  him  get  at  the  bottom  of  it 

EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh. 


MITCHELL : 


and  then  maybe  it'd  be  better  if  he'd  go  over  and 


EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh. 


MITCHELL : 


sit  down  with  Kleindienst. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh. 


MITCHELL : 


And  very  carefully,  uh  —  the  mere  fact  that  he  goes  over 
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and  sits  down  with  Kleindienst  is  going  to  take  care  of  the 
PR  aspect  of  it.   Uh, 


I  MITCI 


EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh. 

MITCHELL:      What  he  tells  him  is  not  going  to  be  made  public  anyway,  I 
wouldn ' t  suspec  t . 

EHRLICHMAN:    I,  I  think  that's  right. 

MITCHELL:      So,  that,  uh,  I  think  that  you  might  handle  him  care- 
fully, uh  —  parcel  this  out. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh.   Uh  huh. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  let  me  [clears  throat]  tell  you  where  I  stand.  Uh, 

there  is  no  way  that  I'm  going  to  do  anything  except  staying 

where  I  am  because  I'm  too  far,  uh,  far  out.   Uh,  the  fact 

of  the  matter  is  that,  uh,  I  got  euchred  into  this  thing, 

when  I  say,  by  not  paying  attention  to  what  these  bastards  were 

doing,  and  uh,  well  you  know  how  far  back  this  goes 

—  this,  uh,  whole  genesis  of  this  thing  was  over  here  ~ 

as  you're  perfectly  well  aware. 

EHRLICHMAN:    No,  I  didn't  know  that. 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  and  uh,  Gordon,-  Well,  Gordon  Liddy  and  John  Dean  -  Well, 
it,  it  goes  back,  I  think  even  further  than  that  but,  uh, 
I've  never  been  able  to  put  the  pieces  together. 
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Uh,  Bob  Haldeman  and  I  were  talking  about  this  Sandwedge 
operation. 

I  do  —  I  remember  the  name. 

Yeah,  and  it  turned  out  that,  uh,  that  was  to  be  an 
entirely  different  operation,  of  course,  and  then  it  turned 
out  that  uh,  that  we  just  couldn't  get  enough  [unintelligible] 
players.   Uh,  Caulfield  couldn't  do  it  and,  uh,  the  conflict  with 
Joe  Woods, 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 


MITCHELL : 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL : 


so,  he  just  dropped  the  whole  thing  and  turned  it  off. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   All  right. 


Uh,  the  next,  uh,  order  of  events  for  the  sequence  was  when, 
uh.  Dean  and  Magruder  and,  uh,  Liddy  show  up  in  my  office 
with  this  presentation  about  a  million  dollar,  uh,  intelligence 
operation,  which,  we  of  course  laughed  at. 

Yeah. 

We  threw  him  the  hell  out  of  there.   And  of  course,  uh, 

Jeb  blames  John  Dean  on  that.   One  of  the  problems  that,  uh  — 

Blames  him  for  what?   Turning  down? 

No,  for  authorizing  Liddy  to  prepare  the 


EHRLICHMAN:    Oh,  oh  I  see. 

MITCHELL:      the  million  dollar  [unintelligible].   One  of  the  problems  is  is  to 
what  if  Jeb  goes 
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public,  good  God,  he's  got  a,  an  imagination  which  is 
incredible. 

EHRLICHMAN:    He's  got  twenty  different  stories. 

MITCHELL:      I  know.   Uh,  well,  that  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw 

Llddy  or  ever  talked  to  him  until  what,  the  15th  of  June 
when  Van  Shumway  dragged  him  into  my  office  with  a  letter  to 
the  Washington  Post  about  a  campaign  finance  file.   So 
1  have  had  no  contact  with  Llddy;  I've  never  seen  Hunt, 
and,  uh,  as  far  as,  uh,  Jeb  and  all  of  the  dirty  tricks 
department  —  I  never  knew  a  God  damn  thing  about  it. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Uh  huh. 


MITCHELL:      So,  uh,  as  far  as  my  having  made  all  these  public  statements 
and  so  forth,  I'm  just  going  to  go  ahead  with  it. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Just  go  ahead  and  just,  just  let  them  come  to  you  in 
effect. 


MITCHELL : 


Oh,  yeah. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 


MITCHELL : 


Yeah,  I'm  going  to  have  to  do  that.   There  is  no  other 


course. 
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EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  I  certainly  would  not  attempt  to  tell  you  what  to 
do. 


MITCHELL : 


No.   I  appreciate  that. 


EHRLICHMAN:    The,  the  thing  that  was  lurking  in  the,  in  the  President's 
mind  and  that  I  could  not  disabuse  him  of  was,   "Is  —  you 
think  John  thinks  that  he  ought  to  hold  back  for  me?"  And 
I  said,  "Well,  I  haven't  talked  to  John,  I  don't  know  what's 
in  his  mind." 


MITCHELL : 


Hold  back  from  the  President? 


EHRLICHMAN:    Hold  back  —  no,  no,  no,  no.   Hold  back  from  coming  forward 
on  account  of  the  President.   In  other  words,  if  you  were 
to  think  I  shouldn't  really  —  even   say  to  yourself:   "I 
shouldn't  come  forward  on  this  because  I  would  hurt  the 
President,"  or  something  of  that  kind.   He  said:   "Well, 
somebody's  got  to  talk  to  him  and  say:   'Don't,  don't  hold 
back  on  account  of  the  Presidency.'" 


MITCHELL : 


Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:    And,  and,  that's  really  the  burden  of  this  conversation. 

I  don't  have  any,  I  don't  have  any  desire  to  have  you  take 
anything  else  away  from  here  except  that.   And  y — ,  and  it's 
his,  that's  his  message. 
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MITCHELL : 


Yeah.   I  know. 


EHRLICHMAN:     It  isn't  a  question  of  his  saying,  "You  ought  to  do  this, 
or  do  that,  or  do  the  other  thing." 

MITCHELL:      Well,  what  you're  saying  is  that  he's  leaving  the  options 
to  me. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Totally. 

MITCHELL:      Yeah. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Totally  and  completely.   And,  it  has  to  be  that  way.   He 

doesn't,  [unintelligible]  he  doesn't  want  to,  uh,  uh,  ever 
have  you  look  back  on  this  moment  and  say  that,  you  know, 
"They,  they  had  me  do  this  and  they  shouldn't  have." 


MITCHELL : 


[Unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN:    Or  that  it  was  right  or  wrong,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 


MITCHELL : 


No,  I  just 


EHRLICHMAN:    But,  he  just  didn't  want  you  to  be  in  the  frame  of  mind, 
sitting  in  New  York  saying,  "I  wish  I  could  come  forward, 
but  I  can't  because  the  President  doesn't  want  me  to." 
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MITCHELL: 


Well,  from  my  own  reputational  point  of  va 
[unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Sure. 


MITCHELL:      Furthermore,  uh,  John,  and,  uh,  with  all  the  thought  I've 
given  to  this,  uh,  uh,  I  really  don't  have  a  guilty  con- 
science.  I  didn't  authorize  these  bastards 

EHRLICHMAN:    Okay. 


MITCHELL: 


to  go  ahead. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  then,  then  that's  what  you  should  do. 


MITCHELL:      Yeah. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


You  know,  uh,  and,  and,  really,  that's  all  I  have  for  you 
today,  except  he  wanted  me  to  be  sure  and  deliver  it  in 
person,  so  that  you  knew  how  he  felt,  and  that  uh,  he  hopes 
that  it  all  turns  out  all  right  with  him  for  a  lot  of  rough 
weather  for  the  next  — 


MITCHELL : 


Oh, 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Few  months . 


MITCHELL : 


I'm  sure  of  that. 


EHRLICHMAN:    And,  uh  ~ 
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The,  uh  whole  basis  of  it  is  how  you  cut  it  off,  but 
there's  no  way  to  cut  it  off. 


EHRLICHMAN:    No,  there  really  isn't. 


MITCHELL : 


MITCHELL: 


No  way  to  cut  it  off. 


EHRLICHMAN:    They  say  that  they've  got  you  made  here. 


You  mean,  the  U.  S.  Attorney's  office? 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   Yeah. 


MITCHELL:      Did  they  say  how? 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL : 


No.   And  this  was  before  anybody  knew  that  Magruder  was 
going  to  go  in. 

I  just  don't  believe  it.   1  just  don't  believe  it. 


EHRLICHMAN:     I  know,  as  I  say,  I  don't  have  a  reliable  source, 


MITCHELL : 


Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:    and  uh,  so,  uh,  I'm  going  pretty  much  on  — 


MITCHELL : 


hearsay  whether  — 


EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 

MITCHELL:      The  possibility  of  getting  a  fair  trial  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  with  all  this  publicity 

EHRLICHMAN:    No  way. 
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is  negligible. 


EHRLICHMAN:    No  way. 

MITCHELL:      It's  not  —  I,  I  realize  that.   But  with  all  of  this,  uh, 
uh,  [clears  throat]  there's  uh,  certainly  no  possi- 
bility that  I  would  ever  turn  around  and  say,  "Yes,  I 
was  part  and  parcel  of  this." 

EHRLICHMAN:     Sure,  sure.   Okay.   Well,  can  I  get  you  an  airplane  to 
take  you  back? 

MITCHELL:      Yeah  —  Well,  no.   I  can  get  a  commercial  plane  if  I  find 
a  proper  seat  on  it. 

EHRLICHMAN:    All  right.   Let  me  get  you  [unintelligible] 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  there's  one  thing,  John,  that,  uh  — 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL : 


[Picks  up  phone]   Would  you  work  on  a  seat  to  New  York 
for  Mitchell  please. 

American  Air  Lines. 


EHRLICHMAN:    On  American  Air  Lines, 


MITCHELL : 


First  class. 


EHRLICHMAN:     first  class.   Yeah.   Oh,  uh,  see  what  you  can  do.   [Hangs  up.] 


MITCHELL:      One  thing,  and  that  is  that  I  would  like  to  be  kept 
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advised  within  propriety  as  to  what 

EHRLICHMAN:    Right. 

MITCHELL:      the  hell  is  going  on  down  here. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Right.   Uh,  for  now  I  think  I'd  be  the  one  to  do  that, 

uh,  because  I'm  kind  of  a  clearing  house.   Hopefully  we'll 
get  somebody  like  Chappie,  and  then  he  would  be  that  person. 

MITCHELL:      Uh  huh. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Uh,  our  information  is  not  very  damn  good,  frankly. 

Uh,  we've  [unintelligible]  an  awful  lot  of  stuff  after 

the  fact.   We  have  people  buffeting  us  all  the  time  to  do 

this  and  do  that,  and  do  the  other  thing.   And,  they  feed 

us  a  lot  of  stuff  that  isn't  true.   And,  uh,  so,  uh, 

you  have  to  be  awfully  cautious  about  what  you,  what  you  buy. 

MITCHELL:      When  they  — talking  about  hearing  me  made,  are  they  talking 
about  the  Watergate 

EHRLICHMAN:  Yeah. 

MITCHELL:  or,  or.  Post, 

EHRLICHMAN:  Yeah. 

MITCHELL:  or  —  ? 

EHRLICHMAN:    No,  they're  talking  about  the  Watergate.   And,  I'm  told 
that  the,  the  way  the  story  goes  —  Well,  first,  let  me 
say  that  I  think  Liddy  has  been  talking  to  the 
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U.  S.  Attorney,  and  that  they  get  a  lot  of  their  information 

from,  uh,  a  long  interview  they  had  with  him.   Uh, 

the  way  the  story  is  supposed  to  go,  Magruder  brought 

you  a  memorandum  that  said  on  it,  uh,  "We  are  now  ready 

to  go  with  this  operation.   Uh,  we  will  need  such  and 

such  amount  of  money.   Here  are  the  targets  that  are 

possible.   Please  pick  the  targets  that  you  want." 


MITCHELL : 


Are  you  serious  about  this? 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yes,  sir.   And  that  you,  then  by  some  designation, 

circles  or,  uh,  checks,  or  something,  uh,  picked  the 
targets  and  authorized  the  operation. 

MITCHELL:      That's  about  as  far  from  the  truth  as  it's  possible  to 
get. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  this  is  the,  this  is  the  kind  of  stuff  they're 
working  with. 


MITCHELL : 


Out  of  Liddy  and  McCord? 


EHRLICHMAN:     I  assume  so.   I,  uh,  but  I,  I  would  guess  less  McCord 
than  Liddy. 
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MITCHELL:      What's  the  time  frame? 

EHRLICHMAN:  This  was  prior  to  May  sometime.  Pri — Well,  I'll  tell 
you  when  it  was:  it  was  prior  to  the  purchase  of  the 
equipment,  allegedly. 

MITCHELL:      When  would  that  have  been? 

EHRLICHMAN:    No,  I  don't  know.   Apparently  brought  —  they  know  when 
the  equipment  was  bought  and  from  whom  in  New  York  City. 

MITCHELL:       [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:     But,  that's  the,  that's  what  they  tell  me  is  the 
quality  of  the  evidence. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  that's  Magruder  you're  talking  about. 

EHRLICHMAN:     I  doubt  it,  because  as  far  as  I  know,  Magruder  has  not 
yet  talked  to  them. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  I  have  never  saw  Liddy  between  the,  the,  the  5th 
of  February  and  the,  and  the  15th  of  June. 

EHRLICHMAN:     Well,  uh,  uh,  you  know,  uh,  all  I  can  tell  you  is 
what  I've  heard. 


MITCHELL: 


Oh. 
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and  as  I  say,  I  can't  vouch  for  the  quality  of  it.   But, 
uh,  they  are  operating  very  much  on  hearsay,  and,  uh,  there's 
a  lot  of  talking  back  and  forth  among  the  defendants, 
which  is  being  quoted,  where, uh.  Hunt  says  to  Liddy,  uh 
"Gordon,  this  is  a  crazy  operation.   We  shouldn't  go 
back  in  there,"  and  Liddy  says  to  Hunt,  uh,  "Howard,  we 
have  to.   Mr.  Mitchell  personally  insists  upon  it." 


MITCHELL : 


Oh,  come  on. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Yeah. 


MITCHELL:      That's  ridiculous. 


EHRLICHMAN : 


I  know,  but  that's  the  testimony. 


MITCHELL:      Well,  where  would  Liddy  get  that,  John? 

EHRLICHMAN:     I  don't  know.   I  do  not  know.   But  that's  part  of  the  res 
gestae.   So,  that's  the  sort  of  thing  that  you're  up 
against,  and  it,  uh,  it  sort  of  pervades. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  that's  about  as  far  from  the  facts  as  you  can 
possibly  get. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  but  it,  it  makes  a  serious  problem,  obviously. 

MITCHELL:      Yes.   Yeah,  it  does.   I  have  not  doubted  it. 
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Yeah. 

for  a  moment.   All  you  have  to  do  is  look  at  what  McCord's 
been  saying. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 

MITCHELL:      Of  course,  McCord  has  gotten  it  from  Liddy,  and  of  course, 
Liddy  was  using  my  name,  obviously,  to  impel  these  people 
into  their  operation. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Right.   Well,  that's  the,  that's  the  kind  of  thing  that 
has  me  concerned. 


MITCHELL : 


Needless  to  say,  I  am  concerned  about  it. 


EHRLICHMAN:     [Picks  up  phone]   Yeah.   Uh  huh.   Flight  148.   Okay. 

Will  you  write  that  out  for  him.  Thanks.   [Hangs  up]   Okay. 
Confirmed  it,  uh,  in  an  hour  and  a  quarter  [clears  throat] 

MITCHELL:      That  would  be  — 
EHRLICHMAN:    Three  thirty. 


MITCHELL : 


Three  thirty. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 


MITCHELL: 


American  at  three  thirty. 
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EHRLICHMAN:    Yes,  she'll  write  it  out  on  a  card  for  you.   The  President 

said  if  there  were  any  reason  that  you  wanted  to  see 
him,  he'd  be  happy  to  see  you. 


MITCHELL : 


No. 


EHRLICHMAN:    but  his  judgment  was  that 


MITCHELL:      I  don't  want  to  embarrass  him. 


EHRLICHMAN:    you  and  I  should  decide  that,  and  uh  — 


MITCHELL : 


No.   I  don't  want  to  embarrass  him. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Okay.   It  wouldn't  embarrass  him  —  It  might  —  today. 

It  might  later,  you  know.   That's  the,  that's  the  problem 
as  I  see  it. 

MITCHELL:       [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:     But,  uh,  now,  I  might  caution  —   Remember  the  other 

day  we,  we,  I  asked  you  about  your  representation?   Uh, 
O'Brien  is  probably  a  target  and  you  may  want  to  arrange 
other  help . 

MITCHELL:      Well,  I've,  of  course,  thought  about  that  too,  John,  but,  uh, 

until  something  develops  there  is  just  no  way.   [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah,  well,  I  just  wanted  you  to  know  what  I  know. 
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EHRLICHMAN:    They're  working  hard  on  him,  apparently. 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  who  knows  the  story  of  those  post   activities? 
[Unintelligible]   know  that? 

EHRLICHMAN:    Uh,  Paul  0'  Brien. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  he  ~  I  talked  to  him  about  that.   He,  he  only 
knows  something  way  down  the  line. 

EHRLICHMAN:     He  knows  quite  a  bit. 

MITCHELL:      He  doesn't  know  about 

EHRLICHMAN:     He  laid  out  a  line. 


MITCHELL:      [unintelligible]  up  front. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


he  laid  out  an  awful  lot  for  me  out  in  San  Clemente.   In 
fact,  he  is  my  principal  source  of  information  on  that, 
that  phase.   Uh,  Dean  has  added  a  little  bit  to  it,  but 
not,  not  very  much. 

MITCHELL:      Now,  what  do  they  say  is  my  involvement  in  it,  other 
than  knowing  about  it? 

EHRLICHMAN:    Not  much.   Just  that.   Knowing  and  acquiescing  and,  uh, 
calling  on  Dean  for  help.   And,  uh,  uh,  that's  about  it. 


MITCHELL : 


How  did  I  call  on  him  for  help? 
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EHRLICHMAN:    Just,  saying,  uh,  can  you,  can  you  get  those  fellows 

over  there  to  help  us  raise  some  money,  and,  uh,  uh, 

not  for  what  or  anything  of  that  kind.   I've  not  found 

anybody,  as  I  said  before,  who  could  be  identified  as  an 

actor  in  the  process  of  inducing  anybody  to  perjury  or 

silence,  or  anything  of  that  kind 


MITCHELL: 


No. 


EHRLICHMAN:     insofar  as  the  judicial  process  is  concerned.   And,  so,  uh, 
when  the  President  asked  me  about  that,  I  just  had  to  tell 
him,  you  know,  "I  don't  know.   Maybe  it  was  the  lawyers. 
Maybe  it  was  their  lawyers.   I  don't  know  who  was  in- 
volved.  I  didn't  talk  to  any  of  them,  so  I  just  don't 
know." 

MITCHELL:      Well,  apparently  from  what  I've  learned,  was  that,  uh, 
Bittman  was  the  mover. 

EHRLICHMAN:    What? 

MITCHELL:      Particularly  with  respect  to  the  subpoenae.  And  Hunt  said 
Bittman  was  — 

EHRLICHMAN:     I'll  bet  you  a  wooden  nickel  that  he's  made  a  deal. 

MITCHELL:      Bittman? 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yup. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  he's  been  up  there  talking  to  them. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Well,  I  don't  know  that.   But  I  don't  know  that  Hunt's 
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coming  forward  is,  uh  —  with  some  evidence  to  the 
fact  that  —  you  know,  where  something  worked  out. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  Bittman's  a  knowledgeable  guy  but  would 
uh  — 

EHRLICHMAN:    Used  to  be  that. 

MITCHELL:      Yeah  [unintelligible]  but  really,  I  didn't  try  to  — 

EHRLICHMAN:    I  understand  he's  in  trouble  with  his  firm  out  of  this 
whole  thing. 

MITCHELL:      I  wouldn't  be  surprised.  [Unintelligible]   I  think  he's 
being  level  with  them  on  this  Hunt  thing. 

EHRLICHMAN:     Yeah  [unintelligible].   Now  Kleindienst  has  said  this 

to  me,  and  you  may  already  know  this  —  that,  uh, 
if  you  in  any  way  get  in  a  crack  in  this  case,  that  he 
will  disassociate  himself  entirely  from  any  process. 
He  doesn't  want  to  make  the,  any  decision.   He 
wouldn't  want  to  in  any  way  touch  the  case.   And  he's 
calling  me,  me  regularly  to  advocate  the  appointment  of  a 
special  prosecutor.  That  is  not  what  I,  at  least,  think 
ought  to  be  done,  uh,  to  bring  in  somebody  from  the  out- 
side in,  who  has  to  earn  scalps  and  make  a  reputation  for 
himself.   It's  exactly  the  wrong  way  to  go  on  this.   There 
are  all  sorts  of  eccentricities  into  the  thing.   There  is  a 
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perfectly  good  Deputy  Attorney  General  over  there  to, 
you  know,  you  can  delegate  if  you  think  anything 
like  that  needs  doing. 

Well,  unofficially,  I  think  you  break  down  the  criminal 
justice  system  {unintelligible]. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Absolutely. 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL : 


Every  time  you  get  S'— ,  something  like  this. 

Kangaroo  court. 

Well,  no,  that's  not  —  but,  uh, 

the  thought  that  every  time,  uh,  uh,  something  comes  along 

you'd  have  to  supercede  the  prosecutor. 

Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah. 

In  other  words,  uh,  you're  throwing  brickbats  at  the,  uh, 
system  of  justice. 

Yeah.   So,  uh,  that's  not  been  finalized  in  regard  with  — 
things  may  move  fast  this  week,  from  what  they  tell  me, 
[Unintelligible].   We'll  have  to,  have  to,  uh,  be  talking 
to  Dick  about  some  arrangement,  but  our  tendency  is  to  say 
to  him,  well,  you  know,  delegate  it  within  your  department 
if  you  have  a  problem.   Apparently  Henry  Petersen  feels 
the  same  way. 

What's  that,  that  he  wants  out? 
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EHRLICHMAN:    He  would  want  to  remove  himself  from  the  process. 


MITCHELL: 


EHRLICHMAN : 


Nice  to  have  friends,  isn't  it? 

Well,  that's  —  may  be  the  problem.   They're  your 
friends  so  they  don't  want  to,  uh,  they  don't  want 
to  be  in  it.   You  know,  which  is,  uh,  a  net,  a  net 
minus  [laughs]  in  the  whole  thing.   Well,  I,  uh  ~ 

MITCHELL:      Particularly  after  what  they  went  through  before. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   Yeah.  Right.   I,  uh,  will  be  glad  to,  you 
know,  answer  any  questions  as  they  come  along,  or 
keep  you  posted  if  there  is  a  development.   Uh,  I 
didn't  talk  to  Magruder  but  he  was  invited  to  come  for 
a  similar  conversation  and  informed,  uh,  Higby  to 
invite  him  [unintelligible].   But  he  had  last  night 
decided  —  you  know,  his  attorneys  have  advised 
him  and  he  decided  to  go  in  so  that  kind  of  moots, 
you  know,  any  conversation  that  I  might  have  with  him. 

MITCHELL:      What,  uh,  what  is  he  going  to  say  about  what  he  said  be- 
fore about  -j/eople  over  here? 


EHRLICHMAN: 


I  don't  know.   He  says  he's,  uh,  liable  for  perjury 
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and  he  understands  that.   Now  whether  that  goes  to  anything 
ne  said  in  this  direction,  I  just  don't  know.   I  don't 
think  anybody  here  has  asked  him  what  he  is  going  to 
say. 

MITCHELL:      Uh,  no,  I'm  not  thinking  about  that,  no.   He  has  basic- 
ally perjured  himself  except  that  they  claimed  that  Jolm 
Dean  [unintelligible]  but,  uh,  Liddy  cleaned  them;  uh, 
but  some  of  the  statements  that  he  has  made  —  Well,  he 
made  them  in  front  of  Bob  and  I,  about  Haldeman  know- 
ing all  about  this,  and,  uh,  and  Colson  who  — 

EHRLICHMAN:    Oh,  I  think  that  was  a,  that  was  an  effort  to  frighten 

people.   And,  uh,  uh,  I  have,  I  haven't  talked  to  Bob  in 
detail  about  that,  but  Bob  said  he  had,  he  has  given 
another  version  since  which  will  probably  make  people  more 
worried  not  less  since  they  change  their  stories  a  lot. 
But,  uh,  their  feeling  is  that  he's,  he's  settled  down  to 
basically  what  is  the  truth.   And  uh,  at  least  that's 
what  he  says;  that's  what  he's  going  to  do,  is  go  in  and 
tell  the  truth. 

MITCHELL:      He's  got  these  stories  that  he  tells  me  that  LaRue,  uh, 
apparently  was  with  him,  uh,  one  phone  conversation  they 

had  with  Colson.   Colson  pushed  them  in  when  —  it  goes  on, 
and  on,  and  on,  and  on. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah,  well,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  were  such  calls, 

and  that,  uh,  he  will  testify  to  that  if  he's  asked.   That's 
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part  of  the  thing  that  I  ran  into  in  the  course  of  this 
little  short  course  I'm  having,  you  see;  that  Colson, 
was,  uh,  urging  action.   I  mean  he  had  a  lot  of  trouble 
with  Magruder  making  him  do  a  lot  of  different  things 
he  was  troubled  with.   And  that,  uh,  uh,  he  had  trouble 
finding  out  about  schedules  and  about  what  the  Democrats 
were  saying  about  each  other,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 
I  think  one  of  the  problems  here  is  that  when  one  fellow  needs 
to  order  intelligence  he  meant  one  thing;  the  fellow  who 
was  listening  to  him  thought  another,  uh,  when  he  heard 
the  word,  and  that  there  were  imperfect  communications 
among  people  in  the  whole,  in  the  whole  thing. 


MITCHELL : 


Well, 


EHRLICHMAN: 


What  was  intended  — 


MITCHELL: 


This  was  obviously  true  in  Bob's  case. 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Yeah.  Yeah.  So,  uh,  uh,  and  the,  and  that's  Colson 's 
view.  That,  when  he  called  Magruder  and  said,  "I  need 
intelligence,"  he  meant  a  certain  thing.  Magruder  may 
have  listened  to  a  different  thing. 

Yeah.   That's  like  he  and  Hunt  and  Liddy  and  [unintelli- 
gible] 
He  who?  He,  Colson? 


MITCHELL : 


told  [unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Well,  that  would  tend  to  color  the  definition, 
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I   suppose.   But,  uh,  I,  uh,  I  obviously  don't  know  what 
the  specific  conversation  was,  but  I  know  there  were 
a  nun±>er  of  occasions  when  Colson  was  on  Magruder  to  do 
certain  things,  and  they  didn't  all  relate  to  intelligence 
gathering.   [Unintelligible]  after  the  [unintelligible] 

Riots  on  the  Capitol  steps  and  a  few  other  things. 

Yup.   Well,  let  me  know  what  I  can  do. 


MITCHELL:      Well,  what  I  would  like  to  do  [unintelligible]  posted. 

EHRLICHMAN:     I'll  make  sure  you  do.   Except  that  I  haven't  anything 
that  s  nearly  reliable. 

MITCHELL:      Yeah.   [Clears  throat]  Well,  is  anybody  debriefing  these 
witnesses  after  the  Grand  Jury? 

EHRLICHMAN:    No.  No.   I'm  told  that's  a  violation  of  some  section 

or  other.   One  may  not  solicit  from  a  witness,  so  we've 
been  very  scrupulous  about  doing  so. 


MITCHELL : 


Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:    And,  uh,  a  lot  of  what  I  pick  up  I  pick  up  from  just 
run  of  the  mine  leaks,  you  know,  press  leaks^ 


MITCHELL : 


Uh  huh. 
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EHRLICHMAN:    and  other  kind  of  leaks,  about  what  is  reported, 
reported,  to  be  said  here.   It's  not  very  good. 

MITCHELL:      Sure  and  hell  was  done  before  the  election.   I 
assure  you  of  that. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   Yeah.   Apparently,  uh,  another  bit  of  infor- 
mation, speaking  of  that,  this  attorney  that  the 
Cubans  fired 

MITCHELL:      Rothblatt, 

EHRLICHMAN:    is  a  witness  before  the  Grand  Jury  on  Tuesday,  Next 
week. 

MITCHELL:      What  is  his  place  in  the  scenario? 

EHRLICHMAN:    I  don't  know.   I  know  that  he  has,  he  has  said  ~  Well, 
he  —  now  he's  McCord's  lawyer,  for  one  thing.   He  has 
said  that  his  clients  were  paid  off,  to  keep  quiet,  and 
he  has  said  that  to  Committee  investigators.   And  so  I 
assume  that's  why  he's  been  called  because  they  were 
working  on  that  phase. 

MITCHELL:      Uh  huh. 

EHRLICHMAN:    And  Kalmbach  is  phoning  him  and,  and,  and  has  since  talked 

to  him,  so  I  don't  know  what  he's  got  on  his  mind.  [Unintelli- 
gible] somewhere  in  the  course  of  this  whole  thing. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  I  guess  he  will.   [Unintelligible] 
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and  I  re — ,  recall  these  circumstances  —  Herb, 
uh,  raised  some  of  that  money  [unintelligible] 

So,  uh,  he's  —  incidentally.  Herb  has  been  sub- 
poenaed by  the  Select  Committee,  duces  tecum.  I 
think  he  has  sent  in  his  bank  records  going  back 
into  the  '70  congressional  campaign.   [Unintelligible] 

Oh,  one  other  thought,  uh,  John,  in  connection  with 
that  money  that  was  over  here.   There  should  they 
ever  be  attempt  made  to  establish  that  that  was  part 
of  a  zillion  dollars  that  I  had  left  over  from  '68, 
which  was  not  subject  to  campaign  expenses. 

That's  true,  isn't  it?   I  have  always  believed  that.   I 
don't  know,  but,  uh,  I've  always  believed  — 

I  have  always  heard  it  was  so,  uh,  John,  but  now 
[clears  throat]  Maurice  [clears  throat]  Stans  has  got 
so  many  items  floating  around  that  I'm  not  sure 
whether  they  put  it  all  together.   He  and,  uh,  Kalmbach 
had  a  meeting  where  they  tried  to  balance  things  out, 
but  then  they  had  Sloan  — 

Another  set  of  books,  eh? 
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MITCHELL:      Well,  apparently  so.   But,  uh,  that  is  something  that, 

uh,  would  save  a  lot  of  grief  if  tViat  weren't 

campaign  funded. 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah. 

MITCHELL:       [Unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:    Yeah.   Okay.   I  don't  know  what,  you  know,  how  we  can 
reduce  those  facts  beyond  what  Maury  and  Herb  can  put 
together,  but  Bob's  impression  is  that  that  was  the 
source  of  the  money. 

MITCHELL:  Uh  huh. 

EHRLICHMAN:  I  asked  him  and  he  said  it  is  '68  money.   He  would  know. 

MITCHELL:  That's  what  I'm  talking  about. 

EHRLICHMAN:  Yeah.   Yeah. 

MITCHELL:      Yes,  they  had,  uh,  I  guess  bringing  the  money  they  had 
in  New  York  and  [unintelligible]  California,  they  had 
about  a  million  dollars  [unintelligible] 

EHRLICHMAN:     I,  I  don't  know.   I  think  this  was  pretty  close  to  it. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  I  never  heard  about  borrowing  this  till  now. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Uh  huh.   Well,  uh.  as  I  say,  that's,  that  fund  is  now  before 
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the  Grand  Jury.   There  was  a,  a  problem  because  Strachan 
misspoke  at  the  Grand  Jury  and  said  that  he  had  returned 
two-hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  when  in  point  of  fact,  he 
remembers  only  returning  three  hundred  twenty  some  thousand. 
And  uh  —  so  he  came  in  and  asked  me  what  he  should  do, 
and  I  said  he  ought  to  call  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and  Just  tell 
him  that  he  misspoke  and  that  he  wanted  a  chance  to  correct 
the  record,  which  he  has  now  done.   His,  uh  — 

What,  what  does  that  mean?   That  some  of  the  money  was 
paid  out  of  here? 


EHRLICHMAN: 


It  was  paid  out  for,  uh,  t  — ,  uh,  to,  uh,  somebody 
named  Baroody  in  the  P.R.  business  for  an  ad,  uh,  as 
best  they  can  recall  it.   And,  there  are  no  books  of 
account  on  it,  apparently.   They're  asking  to  see 
lunintelligible]   But,  uh,  somewhere  in  the  last  days 
of  the  campaign,  Dick  Howard  asked  for  money  to  pay 
for  this  ad,  and  that  is  where  it  went. 


MITCHELL : 


Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN:    But,  otherwise  it  remained  intact.   It  never  was 
tapped  otherwise.   So  I  — 


-41- 


(765) 


MITCHELL : 


39.5     TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL   14,    1973  MEETING 
That's,  that's  not  what  I  understand. 


EHRLICHMAN:    It  was  tapped  beforel 


MITCHELL : 


I  think  that's  what  I've  heard. 


EHRLICHMAN:     Now,  that's  the  first  I've  heard  -- 

It  was  tapped  for  paying  this,  uh,  all  those  characters. 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN : 


whoever  they  were. 

Before  it  got  back  over  to  the  Committee? 

Uh  huh. 

Gee,  that's  news  to  me.   That's,  that's  something  I  have 
never  heard  before.   That,  that  Strachan  tapped  it? 
Or  somebody? 

Well,  apparently,  uh,  John  Dean  is  the  one  that,  uh, 
was  working  on  it  and  he  went  to  Strachan  and  they  had 
to  get  Bob  Haldeman's  clearance  on  it. 

Well,  all  right,  let  me  tell  you  what  I  understand 

to  be  the  case  [unintelligible]  that  Strachan 

came  to  Haldeman  and  said,  uh,  uh,  "How  about  this. 
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how  about  this  fund  of  money,"  and  Haldeman  had  not 
had  occasion  to  think  about  it  since  the  time  of  the 
ad,  and  he  said,  "Well,  the  campaign's  over  now.   Send 
the  money  back  to  the  Committee."  And  so  Strachan  took 
the  money  back  and  gave  it  to  LaRue  who  was  designated 
to  be  the  recipient  of  the  money.   So  the,  the  whole 
thing  was  wholesaled  back  to  LaRue. 

MITCHELL:      Well,  you'd  better  check  this  with  John  Dean  because 

he's  the  one  that,  uh,  told  me  this  story.   I  guess  it 
was  last,  early  last  week,  and  I  had  heard  it  before, 
that,  uh,  there  was  some  of  that  money  used  to  pay  Bittman 
or  whoever  they  delivered  the  money  to. 


EHRLICHMAN : 


Before  it  got  to  Fred?   Huh. 


MITCHELL:      I  don't  believe,  I  don't  think  there's  any  question 
about  that.   I  know  it  was.   Maybe  two  or  three 
payments  [unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Okay.   I'll  check. 


MITCHELL:      And  that,  uh,  that  Strachan  obviously  wasn't  going  to  do 
it  on  John  Dean's  request,  and  he  went  to  Bob  on  it. 


EHRLICHMAN : 


MITCHELL : 


Huh.   All  right,  I'll  check  that. 

The  question,  the  question  of  course  is  what,  what  John 
Dean  might  say  about  it. 


-A3- 


(767) 


DHEILICHMAN : 


•IITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN : 


; MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN: 


39.5     TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  14,    2973  MEETING 

Yeah.   Well,  I  will  talk  to  John  before  1  talk  to 
anybody  else.   See  what's  up.   I  have  another  visitor. 

All  righty. 

and  so,  uh,  if  I  can  make  you  comfortable  somewhere  else, 
I  would,  uh,  be  happy  to  do  that.   Can  I  get  you  an 
automobile? 

I  don't  know  whether  you  can  make  me  comfortable,  but 
[unintelligible] 

You  know  what  I  mean.   [laughs]   I'm,  uh,  running  kind 
of  a  musical  chairs  game  here  today. 


MITCHELL:      Uh  huh. 


EHRLICHMAN: 


Thanks,  John,  very  much.  Let  me  know. 


MITCHELL:      I'll  be  talking  to  you. 


EHRLICHMAN:    Okay,  John.   Catch  you  later. 


MITCHELL : 


EHRLICHMAN : 


[Unintelligible] 

See  you  later.   [Mitchell  leaves]   Hi  Suzie.   How  you 
feeling?  Good.   That's  an  attractive  [unintelligible] 
you  have  on. 


UNKNOWN:       [Unintelligible] 


EHRLICHMAN:    That's  something. 
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40.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  from  1:55  to 
2:13  p.m.   Haldeman  reported  to  the  President  on  his  telephone  conver- 
sation with  Magruder.   These  was  a  discussion  of  what  Haldeman  and  Strachan 
would  say  if  Magruder  testified  that  he  had  sent  Gemstone  materials  to 
Strachan. 

In  response  to  the  Committee'  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.   A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 
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The  President  motored  from  the  South  Grpunds  of  the  '.-Tnite  House 
to  the  office  of  his  dentist.  Dr.  William  0.  Chase,  1302 
18th  St.,  N.U. 

The  President  met  with  Dr.  Chase. 

The  President  motored  from  Dr.  Chase's  office  to  the  South 
Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Elliott  L. 
Richardson. 

The  President  met  with: 

John  D.  Ehrlichman,  Assistant 
H.  R.  Haldeman,  Assistant 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  met  with: 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  Alexander  H.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  I'Jhite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  by  the  First 

Lady  on  a  tour. of  the  Vfliite  House  gardens.  Included  in  the  ' 
group  were  Mayor  Walter  E.  Wash'ngton  (D-Washiugton,  "CC.)  . 
and  winners  of  a  poster  contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  for  | 
a  More  Beautiful  National  Capital,  Inc.  For  a  list  of 
poster  contest  winners,  see  /\PPENniX  "A." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

lifhitc  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President,  accompanied  by  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  I.. 
Zicgler,  returned  to  Mie  Oval  Office. 
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WHITE   I.OUiE 


PKLblUtril      KICI-lrtl(L)     KIAUIIO     uacLi      wif.n. 
(S^t    Tfjvcl    Rr,„,J    (.„    l„vtJ    Acir.it>) 


I'LACE  I;AY  lltGAN 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
V/ASHIHGTOH,  D.C. 


2:23 
2:24 

3:55 
A:58 
5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
3:11 
8:58 


2:24 
3:55 


rnONE 
C^-I'liccd 


4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:04 


DATE  (Mo..  Dj,.  V,.)     f. 

APRIL  14,  1973  )'/^ 

TIME       DAY      "Vi 

2:23  p.m.  SATURDAY 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas.   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  iroiTi   the  l^hite  House 
Co   the  Washingion  Hilton  Hotel. 

Tlie  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poo,  correspondent  for  the  New  Orleans  Tines- 


Picayune^  and  outgoing  President  of  the  W'aite  House 
Correspondents'  Association 
Ted  Kiiap,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Koward  Newspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  White  House  Correspondents'  Associatior 
Mr.  Knap  presented  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  18ch  century  globe  crafted  by  Williarasbur;^ 
silversmiths.   For  a  list  of  other  head  table  guests,  see 
APPEN'UJX  "B." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

White  House  photographer,  in/out 
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l,li!      li-llJM. 


(•  -r    [,..,\   I: i   I  ■      l.i-'l   Mu.-'il 


Zl 


I'l.v  c  :'\v  I".  r.AM 

Ti;:-.  (.'iirii-.  house 
v:AS:ir::  tik:,  d.c. 


I'.'  It    •:■:■•  .  I)./.  V;. )  : 

9:0'.    n.n.    nAT:;T;AV 


nr.'T 


riioxM. 

H        l-l-Kr.l 


10:20 

10:28 

]-.ll:02 
11:20 

11:22 


10:26 


11:16 


11:53 


ACTivi  re 


rue   President    reCurncd    to   his    linousir.e .      He  vas   accor.paiiicd   hy: 
■nie   First   Lady 
Mr.    Poe 
Mr.   Knapp 

The   President   and   the   First   Lady   motored    fron   the   V.'ashingtoa 
Kiltoa  Hotel   to    the   South   Grounds   of    the  l-fnite  House. 

Tne   President  and   the   First  Lady   returned   to    the   second    floor 
Residence. 

Tne   President    talked  ^.'ith   Mr.    Haldeman. 

Tne  President   telephoned  Hr.   Kissinger.      The   call  was   not 
conpleted. 

The   President    talked  vjith  Mr.    Ehrlichman. 

For   a  record   of    the   President's   activities   after  oidnighc,    see 
the  Daily    Diary   for   April   15,    1973. 


;!^/:;-;/,ii) 
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SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  14,  1973,  1:55  p.m.  to  2;13  p.m. 

On  April  14,  1973,  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  in  the  Oval 
Office  from  1:55  to  2:13  p.m.  Haldeman  related  his  difficulty  in  contacting 
Magruder,  which  he  finally  did  and  told  Magruder  "there  have  been  some 
developments  and  we  have  reviewed  this  whole  thing  with  the  President"  and 
"he  thought  it  was  important  to  have  you  and  your  lawyer  meet  with  John 
Ehrlichman  right  away  and  get  up-to-date  on  where  things  stand  from  this 
side."  Magruder  told  him,  Haldeman  said,  that  "you  know  this  whole  thing  — 
I  don't  know  the  situation  but  it  is  all  done  now."  Haldeman  said  he 
asked  Magruder  what  he  meant  and  Magruder  replied,- "I  decided  late  last 
night  with  my  lawyers  that  I  am  going  to  go  ahead  —  you  told  me  to  do 
what  my  lawyers  told  me  to  do.   You  said  you  couldn't  advise  me."   (pp.  1-2) 

The  President  asked,  "Is  that  what  you  told  him?, "and  Haldeman 
said  yes,  he  had  told  Magruder  that  last  week  through  Higby.  Haldeman 
said  Magruder  went  on  to  say  "they  had  decided  last  night  that  he  would 
have  to  tell  all  and  his  lawyers  met  with  Silbert  today  and  informed 
Silbert  that  Magruder  was  ready  to  tell  all  and  requested  an  opportunity 
for  him  to  do  so."  Magruder  said  he  did  not  ask  for  immunity  because  he 
did  not  feel  entitled  to  it,  and  that "the  reason  that  I  tell  everything 
is  because  they  are  going  to  get  it  anyway."  Haldeman  said,  "  fliey've  got 
the  facts  —  they  may  not  be  able  to  prove  them  but  they've  got  them" 
and  "Magruder  is  set  to  give  them  the  proof."   (pp.  2-3)   Haldeman  de- 
scribed what  Magruder  said  "they've  got  me  for   six  or  eight  counts 
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f 

perjury,  two  counts  of  conspiracy  and  two  counts  of  obstruction  of  justice," 
and  "the  only  tiling  I  gain  out  of  this  is  the  hope  that  I  don't  go  up  for 
all  the  counts."   (pp.  3-4) 

Haldeman  said  that  Magruder  said  "the  other  thing  that  you  have 
to  understand.  Bob,  is  that  this  whole  thing  is  going  down  the  drain  — 
he  said  everybody  is  going  to  crumble,"  that  "LaRue,  everybody  involved 
here  is  going  to  blow  with  the  exception  of  John  — ,"  whereupon  the 
President  said,  "Mitchell?"   (p.  4)  Haldeman  then  said  unfortunately  he 
had  this  conversation  with  Magruder  just  as  Mitchell  was  driving  up  the 
driveway,  and  he  "had  him  go  up  to  John  Ehrlichman's  office  but  then 
Ehrlichman  heard  all  of  this  before  he  went  in  to  Mitchell."  Haldeman  said 
Magruder  has  not  told  Mitchell  of  his  decision  yet,  but  that  was  his  next 
step.   The  President  said,  "How  the  hell  can  John  Mitchell  deny  it?  He 
was  right  on  the  (unintelligible)  spot."   (p.  5) 

Haldeman  said  Magruder  said  he  would  unfortunately  to  a  degree 
implicate  Dean  and  possibly  Bart  but  that  "ne  said  there  is  no  way  that 
anything  I  do  will  get  to  you."   (p.  5)   Haldeman  said,  "where  he  gets 
John  Dean  is  on  his  attendance  at  those  meetings"  which  "clearly  and 
specifically  did  involve  bugging."   In  response  to  the  President's  question, 
"what  about  the  aftermath?",  Haldeman  said,  "I  don't  think  Magruder  knows 
about  the  aftermath."   (p.  6)   There  was  a  discussion  of  how  Magruder  might 
implicate  Strachan  and  Haldeman  said  Magruder  would  testify  he  sent 
"materials"  to  Strachan  at  the  White  House.   The  President  asked  "What 
would  Strachan  say,"  and  Haldeman  replied  that  "Strachan  has  no  problem 
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with  that"  because  "He  will  say  that  after  the  fact  there  are  materials 
that  I  can  now  surmise  where  what  he  is  referring  to  but  they  were  not 
at  the  time  identified  in  any  way  as  being  the  result  of  wiretaps  and  I  did 
not  know  they  were.   They  were  amongst  tons  of  stuff.   Jeb  makes  the  point. 
He  said.  I  am  sure  Gordon  never  sent  them  to  Bob  because  they  were  all 
trash.   There  was  nothing  in  them.   He  said  the  tragedy  of  this  whole 
thing  is  that  it  produced  nothing."   (pp.  6-7)   The  President  asked, 
"What  our  problem  there  is  if  they  claim  that  the  reports  came  to  tue 
mite   House  -  basically  to  your  office  -  what  will  you  say  then?" 
(p.  7)   Haldeman  said.  "They  can.   This  doesn't  ever  have  to  come  out." 
The  President  said,  "I  know,  but  they  will  ask  it  in  the  Grand  Jury." 
Haldeman  said,  "If  they  do  ask  it  in  the  Grand  Jury  -  the  Grand  Jury 
is  secret.   The  only  way  it  will  come  out  is  if  they  decide  to  indict 
Strachan  and  put  him  up  for  trial.   He,  Jeb.  is  totally  convinced  that 
they  have  no  interest  in  Strachan  at  all  -  and  they  have  all  this 
stuff.  Haldeman  went  on  to  say,  apparently  referring 

to  Magruder,  that  he  said,  "in  the  earlier  stuff  that  Strachan  knew  about 
it  beforehand.   That  Strachan  knew  they  were  bugging  the  Watergate. 
Strachan  says  he  didn't.   Jeb  has  implied  a  lot  of  things  that  I  know 
aren't  true,"  Haldeman  said,  "but  I  know  that  a  lot  of  things  that 
other  people  are  saying  aren't  true  so  I  would  have  no  idea  whether  he 
believes  now  that  —  one  of  the  problems  Jeb  has  is  that  he's  not  sure 
what  is  true  at  this  point."   (p.  8)   The  President  asked,  "He  tells 
ycu  this?",  and  Haldeman  replied,  "He  tells  me  that  he  is  sorry  about  this 
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becaus;  it  will  probably  hurt  Dean  and  it  may  hurt  Bart,"  and  that 
"he  is  looking  at  things  a  little  different  now."  At  this  point  there 
appears  the  notation  "Materials  not  related  to  Presidential  actions 
deleted." 

After  the  portion  deleted,  the  President  asked,  "Has  anything 
come  out  yet  —  something  implies  that  there  are  copies  of  a  bill  from 
the  Watergate  to  the  White  House  or  not  or  has  that  not  been  said?" 
Haldeman  said,  "I  am  sure  that  it  is  the  thing  that  follows  —  all  of 
them  had  access  to  everything  —  involvement  —  implication  is  clearly 
there."   The  President  said,  "Everybody  is  sure  trying  to  get  in  the 
act  now.   I  see  a  message  here  from  Steve  that  John  (unintelligible) 
had  thought  about  the  Watergate  and  had  some  ideas  he  would  like  to 
pass  along."   (p.  9) 
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41.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
from  2:24  to  3:55  p.m.  At  this  meeting  Ehrlichman  reported  on  his  meeting 
with  Mitchell.   There  was  a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  the  payments  to 
the  defendants  and  the  transfer  of  the  $350,000  from  the  White  House  to 
the  Committee  for  the  Re-election  of  the  President.   The  President  instructed 
Ehrlichman  to  meet  with  Magruder.   There  was  a  discussion  whether  it 
would  reduce  the  likelihood  of  Department  of  Justice  follow-up  if  Ehrlich- 
man gave  a  report  to  Kleindienst  rather  than  Silbert. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 


Page 

41.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 

Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury.  Misc.  47-73 778 

41.2  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of  vniite 
House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting  among  the 
President,  H.R.  Haldeman  and  John  Ehrlichman, 

April  14,  1973,  2:24-3:55  p.m 781 
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im.  wmrL  i:  )U*jL 


PLArL    DAY   lltCAN 

THi:  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASlilNCTON,  D.C. 


7:55 

8:02 
8:35 

8:4A 
8:47 

8:54 


8:55 
9:00 

10:49 


1]  :32 
11 :32 

11:33 

12:53 

1:52 

1:55 

2:13 


2:?3 


8:02 

8:35 
8:42 

8:49 
8:56 


11:31 
11:30 

10:50 


12:30- 

12:02 

ll:3t 
12:54 

2:13 


■'  -  .^  I 


li/.rL   (Mo..  Dj,.  Y<  )    !s 

APRIL  14,  1973  _';^=^ 

TIME       DAY       \j 

7:55  a.m.  SATURDAY 


The  President  motored  from  the  South  Grounds  of  the  Wnite  House 
to  the  office  of  his  dentist.  Dr.  William  0.  Chase,  1302 
18th  St. ,  N.W. 

The  President  met  with  Dr.  Chase. 

The  President  motored  from  Dr.  Chase's  office  to  the  South 
Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Elliott  L. 
Richardson. 

The  President  met  with: 

John  D.  Elirlichman,  Assistant 
H.  R.  Haldeman,  Assistant 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  met  with: 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  Mcxander  II.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  U'hite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  by  the  First 

Lady  on  a  tour  of  the  Ifliite  Hour.c  gardens.   Included  in  the 
group  were  Mayor  Walter  E.  Wash'ni',ton  (D-Washington,  D.C.) 
and  winners  of  ?.  poster  contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  foi  j 
a  More  Beautiful  National  Capital,  Inc.   For  a  li'->L  o.C 
poster  contest  winners,  see  AiTlA'DIX  "A." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

Wiitc  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President,  acco:,ip;mleJ  by  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L. 
Zieplcr,  returned  to  Xhc   Ov.i'!  Offiee. 
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WHITE    HOUSE 


PRESIDENT   RICHARD   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIARY 

(S^t   Trjvtl   Rt^,.,J   (.„  Trj>cl    Acl.v.i,) 


I'i.A(  E  l;Ay  LIEGAN 


TTIE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON.  D.C. 


2:23 

2:2A 

3:55 
4:58 
5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
8:11 
8:58 


2:24 
3:55 


4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:0i 


PHONE 
P=-l>ljccJ 
R^RccciveJ 


DATE   (Mo..  Di,.   y,.l  f. 

APRIL  14,    1973    J  V^ 

TrME  DAY  Aj 

2:23   p.m.    SATURDAY 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr .  Ehrlichman 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas.   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  I'/hite  House 
to  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poe ,  correspondent  for  the  New  Orleans  Tines - 
Picayune  and  outgoing  President  of  the  ignite  House 
Correspondents'  Association 
Ted  Knap,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Koward  Nexjspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents '  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  White  House  Correspondents'  Association. 
Mr.  Knap  presented  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  18Lh  century  globe  crafted  by  Williar.sburj-, 
silversmiths.   For  a  list  of  otlier  head  table  guests,  see 
APPEMLIIK  "B." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

White  House  photographer,  in/out 
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,/u\ic  iioubc 


PRESIDErn-  R!CHA!iD   IllXOri'S   DAILY   DIARY 

(S-c   Tn.d    I;..  ■..!    !■■;     ItJ-.a    Acli.i.,1  


.  PL,\(  i:  ;iAY  uniAr^ 
THE  V.TtLTF.  HOUSE 

w.\H(iT::(Tro;!,  n.c. 


Li.'.rK  (Ml.,  Oti.   Yc.)      ; 

AP RIL  1^1.  1973  ^  }.^ 

TIME        DAY 

9:04  o.n.  SATURDAY 


10:20 

10:28 

11:02 
11:20 

11:22 


10:26 


11:16 


11:53 


I'lloNI- 


ACTIVITY 


Tlie  President  returned  to  his  limousine.   He  was  accompanied  by: 
Tlie  First  Lady 
Mr.  Poe 
Mr.  Knapp 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  Wasliington 
Hilton  Hotel  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  VThite  House. 

Tne  President  and  the  First  Lady  returned  to  the  second  floor 
Residence. 

The  President  talked  vjith  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr,  Kissinger.   The  call  was  not 
conpleted. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

For  a  record  of  the  President's  activities  after  midnight,  sea 
the  Daily  Diary  for  April  15,  1973. 
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On  April  14,  1973,  the  President  met  in  the  Oval  Office 
with  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman,  from  2:24  to  3:55  p.m.  Ehrllchman 
told  the  President  that  he  had  finished  a  meeting  with  Mitchell. 
Ehrlichinan  said,  "He  is  an  Innocent  man  in  his  heart  and  in  his 
mind  and  he  does  not  intend  to  move  off  that  position."  Ehrlichman 
stated  that  Mitchell  "appreciated  the  message  of  the  good  feeling 
between  you  and  him."  The  President  said,  "He  got  that,  huh?" 
(p.  1) 

Ehrlichman  stated  that  he  began  the  meeting  with  Mitchell 
by  pointing  out  that  the  subject  was  so  difficult  for  the  President 
to  talk  to  him  personally  about,  that  the  President  had  asked 
Ehrlichman  to  meet  with  him.   Ehrlichman  explained  that  he  told 
Mitchell  of  the  facts  he  had  presented  to  the  President,  and  while 
the  conclusions  "were  admittedly  hearsay,"  they  "pointed  in  the  dir- 
ection of  the  ex-soldier  and  Jeb's  and  other  peopleo"  Ehrlichman 
related  that  he  told  Mitchell  that  the  President  had  instructed  that 
Ehrlichman  speak  with  these  people  because  during  the  course  of  the 
investigation  "we  had  discovered  a  frame  of  mind  on  the  part  of  some 
people  that  they  should  stand  mute  in  order  to  help  the  President „" 
(p.  1)   Ehrlichman  stated  fliat  he  told  Mitchell  that  the  President 
did  not  believe  that  the  interests  of  the  Presidency  were  served  by 
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standing  mute  for  that  reason  alone,  although  there  might  be  plenty 
of  other  reasons  to  do  so.  Mitchell,  Ehrlichman  told  the  President, 
responded  to  this  by  stating  that  he  understood  the  President  "is 
reserving  to  me  all  my  options,"  but  that  the  reason  he  was  remain- 
ing silent  had  nothing  to  do  with  either  helping  or  hurting  the 
Presidency  but  rather  because  "these  characters  pulled  this  thing 
off  without  my  knowledge."  Mitchell  had  said,  "I  never  saw  Liddy 
for  months  at  a  time."  Ehrlichman  told  the  President  that  Mitchell 
said,  "I  didn't  know  what  they  were  up  to"  and  that  no  one  was  more 
surprised  than  I  was.  Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  "lobbed  mud 
balls  at  the  White  House  at  every  opportunity  —  it  was  very 
interesting  how  he  dragged  it  in.  One  after  the  other."   (p.  2) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  explained  "these  meetings," 
were  in  Mitchell's  office  "Liddy  put  on  this  million  dollar  presen- 
tation which  was  perfectly  ridiculous."  Ehrlichman  recalled  that 
Mitchell  pointed  out  that  the  "origin  of  that,  of  course,  was  in  the 
White  House  where  Bob  Haldeman  and  I  talked  about  something  called 
the  Operation  Sandwedge  that  was  really  the  grandfather  of  this  whole 
thing."  Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  further  said, "That  was  never  put 
together  because  we  couldn't  get  the  right  people  to  do  it."   (pp.  2-3) 
The  President  asked, "What  is  Operation  Sandwedge?",  and  Haldeman  replied 
"He  is  right,"  that  "Jack  Caulfleld  came  up  with  that  back  in  1971, 
said  we  need  some  fellows  to  set  up  our  own  detail." 

Ehrlichman  stated  that  Mitchell  said  there  were  only  three 
meetings  and  did  not  believe  there  was  a  fourth.   Haldeman  said  Mitchell 
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wasn't  in  the  fourth  meeting,  then  Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  didn't 
refer  to  three  or  four,  he  referred  to  the  meetings  themselves  and 
argued  that  there  was  no  meeting  after  the  million  dollar  meeting, 
to  vAich  Haldeman  said, "Well,  it  wasn't  that  way." 

Mitchell,  according  to  Ehrlichmau,  stated  that  Magruder 
"is  going  to  have  a  problem  with  all  of  this  because  Dean  talked 
Magruder  into  saying  the  wrong  things  to  the  Grand  Jury."   (pp.  3,4) 
The  President  said, "my  God,  Mitchell  was  there?"   and  Ehrlichman 
said  "Yep."  The  President  asked  what  Dean  said  about  it,  and 
Ehrlichman  said  Dean  said  it  was  Mitchell  and  Magruder,  and  "it 
must  have  been  the  quietest  meeting  in  history  everybody's  version 
is  that  the  other  two  guys  talked  — ."   (p.  4) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  said  he  had  been  a  very  busy 
man  and  wasn't  keeping  track  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  Committee. 
Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  said  that  this  was  engendered  as  a  result 
of  Hunt  and  Liddy  going  to  Colson  and  getting  Colson  to  make  a  phone 
call  to  Magruder,  and  that  Mitchell  was  not  aware  that  all  that 
happened  until  Van  Shumway  brought  Liddy  into  Mitchell's  office  some- 
time in  June.   (pp.  4,  5)   Ehrlichman  told  Haldeman  that  he  didn't 
know  if  Mitchell  knew  of  Liddy 's  actions  "[b]efore  the  discovery"  but 
that  Haldeman  could  listen  to  his  meeting  with  Mitchell  because  he 
had  it  taped.   (p.  5) 

Ehrlichman  stated  that  he  told  Mitchell  that  the  "Grand  Jury, 
or  the  U.  S.  Attorney,  felt  they  had  John  [Mitchell]  wired,"  and 
Mitchell  responded, "what  possible  evidence  could  they  have  to  feel 
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'■  that  way?"  Ehrlichman  Indicated  that  he  told  Mitchell  that  one  version 
' was  that  Magruder  brought  Mitchell  a  memo  with  a  number  of  targets  on 
■it  and  that  Mitchell  checked  off  the  targets  he  wanted.  Mitchell, 
Ehrlichman  noted,  said,  "Why  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth 
than  that."  The  President  then  said,  "That  was  John  Dean's  version. 
'  .  .  .  .  That's  what  he  said  to  Mitchell."  Haldeman  then  said,  "Right. 
'Then  what  Mitchell  said  to  me  was  that  he  did  not  —  he  said  I  checked  — 
•I  signed  off  on  it."  The  President  said,  "Go  ahead,"  and  Haldeman  said, 
'"I  said  you  mean  you  initialed  it  and  he  said  no."   (p.  5) 

Ehrlichman  then  said  he  told  Mitchell  "they  had  testimony" 
1 
that  Liddy  said  to  Hunt  he  knew  Hunt  didn't  like  this  stuff  "but  we 

have  to  do  it  because  Mr.  Mitchell  insists  on  it."  Mitchell  replied 

he  did  not  see  Liddy  for  five  months  from  February  to  June.   (pp.  5-6) 

Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  then  said  he  thought  Liddy  was  the  source  of 

'a  lot  of  his  problems,  using  his  name,  etc.,  and  that  if  he  was  indicted 

'it  would  be  very  hard,  but  he  had  to  think  of  his  reputation,  you  can't 

^let  people  get  away  with  this  kind  of  thing,  and  he  would  defend  himself 

every  way  he  can.   (p.  6)  Ehrlichman  told  the  President  that  Mitchell 

'said  he  was  sorry  that  "so  much  of  this  is  going  to  come  to  the  White 

House  because  it  certainly  is  not  in  the  President's  interest  to  have 

all  of  this  kind  of  thing  come  out,"  and  "[h]e  made  a  great  point  of  the 

'$350,000."   (p.  6)  Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  said,  "I  am  very  vague  on 

'the  facts  of  this,"  and  Ehrlichman  told  Mitchell  about  Strachan  because 

Strachan  used  to  work  for  him.   Ehrlichman  said  he  told  Mitchell  that 

Strachan  "has  to  go  back  and  correct  the  $350,000  to  $328,000." 
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Mitchell  said,  according  to  Ehrllchman,  that  he  "wasn't  the  only  (unin- 
telligible) for  that  money,"  that  Ehrllchman  would  have  to  check  with 
Dean  on  this  but  it  was  Mitchell's  recollection  that  "Dean  had  Strachan 
draw  other  money  out  of  that  fund  for  payments  to  these  defendants." 
(pp.  6-7)   Ehrllchman  said  he  told  Mitchell  that  was  the  first  he  had 
heard  of  that,  that  Ehrllchman  understood  that  Strachan  had  gone  to 
Bob  and  Bob  had  said  send  it  back  to  the  Committee  and  that  Strachan 
took  it  to  LaRue.   According  to  Ehrllchman,  Mitchell  said,  "Yes,  I 
think  that's  the  way  it  all  went,  but  not  until  some  of  it  had  been 
tapped  by  the  defendants."  Ehrllchman  said  to  Mitchell,  "It  was 
not  known  to  anyone  over  here  who  was  going  to  receive  it."   (p.  7) 

Discussion  followed  about  the  $328,000,  Haldeman  saying  it 
was  not  returned  in  one  trip  but  it  all  went  to  LaRue.   Haldeman  des- 
cribed the  sequence.   He  said,  "We  wanted  to  get  the  money  back  to  the 
Committee.   The  Committee  wouldn't  take  it.   Mitchell  wouldn't  let 
LaRue  take  it.   I  said  give  it  all  back.   Mitchell  said  no.   Then  they 
got  desperate  for  money,  and  being  desperate  for  money  took  back  —  I 
think  it  was  $40,000.   That  Is  all  they  would  take.   I  still  said,  Take 
it  all  back,  not  just  a  segment  of  it,  and  made  the  point  that  I  didn't 
see  what  the  problem  was.   If  they  needed  money  and  we  wanted  to  get 
rid  of  money,  it  seemed  to  me  it  was  of  mutual  interest  in  working  it 
out.   And,  that,  then,  was  what  happened.   The  balance  — "  The 
President  Interjected,  "Tell  Strachan  on  Monday  that  he  better  be  clear 
that  he  didn't  give  — ,"  and  Haldeman  said,  "Right."  The  President 
said,  "Strachan  has  testified  apparently  that  he  gave  the  whole 
bundle  at  once,"  but  Haldeman  said,  "No,  he  wasn't  asked  that."  The 
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President  said,  "He  wasn't  asked?"  Haldeman  said,  "His  testimony  in 
that  area  is  not  wrong,"  and  the  President  said,  "Good."   (p.  8) 

Ehrlichman  said  he  asked  Mitchell  what  he  thought  "I  ought 
to  do  with  the  information  I  had  collected  that  last  several  weeks." 
Mitchell,  Ehrlichman  said,  agreed  with  the  idea  that  the  information 
should  be  given  to  Kleindienst.   (pp.  8-9)  Ehrlichman  stated  that  he 
told  Mitchell  "if  you  .  .  .  get  cracked  in  this  case"  Kleindienst  would  step 
aside,  and  that  Ehrlichman  said  that  he  told  Mitchell  that  Kleindienst 
was  pushing  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  prosecutor.  Ehrlichman 
said  that  Mitchell  opposed  a  special  prosecutor  idea  but  was  in  favor 
of  appointment  of  a  special  counsel,   (pp.  9-10) 

Ehrlichman  remarked  that  Mitchell  stated,  upon  learning  that 
Kleindienst  might  step  aside  should  Mitchell  become  involved,  that  "it's 
great  to  have  friends  isn't  it?  Especially  the  way  we  stuck  by  them." 
Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  probably  meant  "the  ITT  business  .  .  . 
because  of  Kleindienst."  Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  said  he  would  be 
"very  grateful  if  you  would  all  kind  of  keep  me  posted"  and  that 
Mitchell  "knew  that  we  were  talking  to  Chappie  Rose."   (p.  9) 

Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  asked  him  "what  I  heard  about  the 
prosecutor's  view  of  Mitchell's  involvement  in  the  obstruction  of 
justice  suit."  Ehrlichman  said  he  told  Mitchell  "that  I  really  had 
not  been  able  to  find  anybody  who  was  in  a  fishing  net,  who  really 
went  to  a  defendant  and  said,  'Don't  talk'.  ...   And  he  said,  'Well 
I  really  wonder  if  you  ever  will,  other  than  their  lawyers.'"   (p.  10) 
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Mitchell  said,  according  to  Ehrlichman,  that  his  impression  was  that 
the  lawyers  "are  the  ones  who  are  worried  about  their  fees  and  who 
will  really  be  coming  to  us  rather  than  for  any  of  us  going  to  them 
to  bring  about  a  change  in  testimony."   (pp.  10-11)   Haldeman  said 
Dean  has  been  saying  that  all  along  and  that  "he  says,  'I  wasn't 
really  worried  about  what  they  testified  to.   I  was  worried  about 
what  they  would  say  to  the  press.'"  Then  Haldeman  said  "Exactly  what 
Hunt  made  the  challenge,"  Ehrlichman  agreed,  and  then  Haldeman  said, 
"But  somehow  Dean  doesn't  see  that  that  way."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Well, 
we've  got  to  talk,  to  him  some  more."   (p.  11) 

Ehrlichman  told  the  President  that  he  and  Mitchell  did  not 
mention  Martha  at  all.   Ehrlichman  said  that  he  stated  to  Mitchell 
that  the  only  way  Ehrlichman  knew  that  Mitchell  was  mentioned  regarding 
the  aftermath  was  that  on  occasion  Mitchell  would  send  Dean  over  "saying, 
'Hey  we  need  money  for  this.'  "  Ehrlichman  said  Mitchell  asked  "Who  told 
you  that?",  and  Ehrlichman  said  he  told  Mitchell  that  it  was  common 
knowledge  and  that  Dean  will  know  that  Mitchell  told  him  that.   (p.  11) 
Ehrlichman  said  he  told  Mitchell  Dean  had  not  been  subpoenaed  and  had 
not  testified  and  that  "the  way  they  are  proceeding  down  there,  it  looks 
like  they  are  losing  interest  in  him."  Ehrlichman  said  he  told  that  to 
Mitchell  "because  I  wanted  him  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  we  were 
not  jobbing  him."   (p.  11) 

Ehrlichman  said  he  told  Mitchell  that  Magruder  intended  to 
"make  a  clean  breast  of  it"  and  further  told  Mitchell  "that  was  first 
party  information  and  very  reliable,"  and  that  Magruder's  statements 
could  begin  to  unravel  the  "saint  from  the  sinner  in  both  directions." 
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Mitchell  agreed  with  that.  Mitchell,  according  to  Ehrlichman,  asked 
Ehrllchman  which  version  Magruder  was  going  to  testify  to,  "Is  it  the 
one  that  he  gave  Bob  and  me  in  Bob's  office,  or  is  it  some  other 
version?"  The  President  inquired  as  to  the  version  Magruder  gave  Bob, 
to  which  Ehrlichman  responded  that  Mitchell,  in  "another  gigging  of 
the  White  House,"  said  that  in  Bob's  office  Magruder  said  that  Haldeman 
"had  cooked  this  whole  thing  up  over  here  at  the  White  House."   (p.  12) 
On  this  point,  Haldeman  said  that  he  had  notes  of  that  meeting.   The 
President  indicated  that  whatever  Mitchell's  theory  is,  "throwing  off 
on  the  White  House,  won't  help  him  one  damn  bit."   (p.  13)   Ehrlichman 
said,  "Unless  he  can  peddle  the  theory  that  Colson  and  others  were 
effectively  running  the  Committee  through  Magruder  and  freezing  him 
out  of  the  operation  which  is  kind  of  the  story  line  he  was  giving  me," 
and  went  on  to  say  that  Mitchell  implied  "it's  Colson,  Dean  and  Bob 
working  with  Magruder,  and  that  was  sort  of  the  way  the  line  went." 
The  President  said,  "No.   The  White  House  wasn't  running  the  campaign 
cctmnittee."  Haldeman  said,  "He's  got  an  impossible  problem  with  that. 
The  poor  guy  is  pretty  sad  if  he  gets  up  there  and  says  that.   It  is  a 
problem  for  us,  there  is  no  question  about  it,  but  there  is  no  way  he 
can  prove  it."   (p.  13) 

Discussion  turned  to  whether  Ehrlichman  should  keep  his  4  o'clock 
appointment  with  Magruder.  Ehrlichman  said  that  he  saw  no  purpose  in  hold- 
ing the  meeting  and  Haldeman  indicated  that  "Magruder  is  already  going  to 
do  what  John  is  going  to  tell  him  to  do."  The  President  stated  that,  "Our 
purpose,  as  I  understood  it  —  what  I  mean  Bob,  was  for  making  a  record." 
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Ehrlichman  said,  "Alright,   For  that  purpose  maybe  I  should."   (p.  14) 
Haldeman  said,  "Ask  him  to  tell  you  what  he  told  me,  and  then  you  say, 
'Good.'"  The  President,  however,  said,  "We  would  like  to  get  the  hell 
what  he  is  going  to  say."  The  President  then  said,  "I  would  particularly 
like  to  get  what  the  hell  he  is  going  to  say  about  Strachan,"  and 
Ehrlichman  said,  "Alright."  The  President  said,  "You  could  say,  'Look, 
Jeb,  I  have  to  conduct  this  investigation  on  the  White  House.   Tell  me 
what  you  are  going  to  say.'   If  he  says  Strachan  knows,  ask  him  how  he 
knows  he  knows."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Alright."  The  President  then  said, 
"Do  you  think  we  should  ask  him  that  or  do  you  not  want  to  dig  him  on 
that?"  Haldeman  said,  "That's  O.K.,"  and  Ehrlichman  said  "Once  he  tells 
me  he  intends  to  go  forward  to  tell  the  truth,  he  has  nothing  to  lose  in 
talking  to  me."  The  President  said,  "Without  guiding  or  leading  him,  you 
can  at  least  maybe  get  that  out  tonight,"   (pp.  14-15)   Ehrlichman  noted 
that  Magruder's  lawyer  would  be  there,  and  the  President  said,  "The  other 
thing  Is  what  about  —  of  course,  you  realize  that  if  he  says  something 
about  Strachan  then  of  course  that  puts  an  obligation  on  us  to  do  some- 
thing about  Strachan  doesn't  it?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "[At]  least  to  corroborate 
it  or  investigate  or  go  forward  on  it."  (p.  15) 

Haldeman  noted  that  he  did  not  think  that  Magruder  wanted  to 
hang  Strachan.   Haldeman  said,  "That  is  the  same  kind  of  thinking  as 
Strachan  and  Chapin,  who  were  both  very  concerned  about  getting  me  into 
the  Segretti  thing. .., [T]hey  see  any  involvement,  any  mentioning  of 
the  name  as  being  a  problem."   (pp.  15-16)   Magruder,  according  to 
Haldeman,  said  that  the  people  he  was  going  to  hurt  were  Mitchell,  Dean 
and  maybe  Strachan.   Ehrlichman  said,  "This  is  probably  a  golden  opportunity" 
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and  the  President  said,  "Right.   To  find  out.  .  .  .  You've  got  to 
find  out  what  the  hell  he  is  going  to  say. (unintelligble)  which 
is  frightening  to  me,  (unintelligible)  rather  than  (unintelligible  )  " 
(p.  17) 

The  President  stated  that  the  key  witness  "there"  is  Hunt, 
(p.  18)   Ehrlichman  said  a  fellow  like  Bittman  had  probably  negotiated 
immunity  for  himself.   Ehrlichman  also  stated  that  Bittman  was  probably 
going  to  tell  the  prosecutors  about  a  lot  of  conversations  he  had  with 
a  lot  of  people.   Ehrlichman  referred  to  the  conversation  Bittman  had 
with  Colson  relating  to  Watergate.  Haldeman  said  that  Colson  said  that 
Bittman' s  recollection  of  the  meeting  would  be  exactly  the  same  as 
Colson' s,  but  that  Bittman  may  draw  conclusions  from  the  conversation. 
The  President  asked  if  this  was  the  clemency  conversation  and  whether 
Bittman 's  conclusion  would  be  that  the  President  had  offered  clemency. 
Haldeman  said  that  Bittman  would  conclude  that  Colson,  because  of  his 
pull  at  the  White  House,  would  have  Hunt  out  by  Christmas.   Colson, 
according  to  Ehrlichman,  said  he  has  a  memo  of  his  meeting  with  Bittman 
which  says  exactly  what  transpired  at  the  meeting.   (pp.  19-20) 

The  President  asked,  "You  don't  think  this  would  lead  to  an 
indictment  of  Colson  do  you?"   (p.  20)   Ehrlichman  stated  that  Dean 
thinks  that  everyone  "in  the  place"  is  going  to  get  indicted.   Haldeman 
commented  that  Dean  said  that  you  could  make  a  list  of  everyone  who  is 
technically  indictable  in  the  cover-up  operation,  and  the  list  would 
include  Mitchell,  Haldeman,  Ehrlichman,  Colson,  Dean,  Strachan,  Kalmbach, 
Kalmbach's  go-between,  Kalmbach 's  source,  LaRue,  Mardian,  O'Brien, 
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Parkinson,  Blttman  and  Hunt.   Haldeman  stated  that  as  an  example  of 
Bean's  Incredible  analytical  thinking.  Dean  suggested  that  maybe  every- 
one on  the  list  should  take  a  guilty  plea  and  get  Immediate  clemency, 
(pp.  20,  21)  Ehrlichman  said,  "No  way"  and  the  President  said,  "It's 
a  shame.   There  could  be  clemency  in  this  case  at  the  proper  time  having 
in  mind  the  extraordinary  sentences  of  Magruder,  etc.,  etc.,  but  you 
know  damn  well  it  is  ridiculous  to  talk  about  clemency.  They  all  knew 
that.   Colson  knew  that.   I  mean  when  you  talked  to  Colson  and  he 
talked  to  me."   (p.  21) 

Ehrlichman  posed  the  question  of  whether  he  should  arrange  to 
meet  with  Kleindienst  at  5  o'clock  in  order  to  "get  this  thing  all 
wrapped  up."  The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  if  it  had  been  decided 
that  "it  should  be  Kleindienst  rather  than  Silbert."  Ehrlichman  re- 
ported that  Dean  said,  "Silbert  would  ask  you  to  wait  a  minute  and  he 
would  step  out  of  the  room  and  he  would  come  back  to  get  you  and  walk 
you  right  into  the  Grand  Jury."  Ehrlichman  said  that  Dean  believed 
that  "the  better  out  would  be  to  go  to  Kleindienst  who  will  probably 
step  aside  and  refer  you  to  Dean,"  who  would  tell  Petersen  that  the  White 
House  had  conducted  an  investigation  and  had  "collected  a  bunch  of  hear- 
say," not  containing  "much  new"  but  available  if  anybody  wants  it. 
Ehrlichman  said  that  Petersen  would  then  probably  inform  Silbert  who 
would  say,  ''I've  got  more  than  I  can  handle  here  now.   We'll  wait  and 
interview  that  guy  later.  "  (p.  22)  The  President  and  Ehrlichman  agreed 
that  the  purpose  of  doing  this  was  to  show  that  the  White  House  had  con- 
ducted an  investigation  and  turned  it  over  to  the  Grand  Jury  and  Justice 
Department  before  the  indictments.   (p.  22)   The  President  said  he  could 
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then  say,  "I  had  ordered  an  independent  investigation  at  the  time  McCord 
had  something  to  say.   Right,"  and  "At  that  time  [Ehrlichman]  conducted 
an  investigation."   (p.  23)   Ehrlichman  continued  by  noting  that  at  the 
time  he  reported  the  tentative  findings  to  the  President,  the  President 
felt  that  they  were  sufficiently  serious  and  that  rather  than  hold  on 
to  their  findings  they  were  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Justice, 
(pp.  22-23)  Ehrlichman  said  that  it  could  be  said  that  "you  felt  that 
one  overriding  aspect  of  the  report  was  that  some  people  evidently  were 
hanging  back  feeling  that  they  were  somehow  doing  the  President  a  favor. 
That  the  President  had  me  personally  transmit  to  them  his  views  that 
this  ought  to  be  a  complete  open  thing;  that  may  or  may  not  have  played 
some  part  in  ~,"  and  the  President  said,  "Jeb  Magruder's  subsequent 
disclosures  to  the  Grand  Jury?"   (p.  23) 

Ehrlichman  told  the  President  that  if  Mitchell  is  indicted 
he  would  probably  be  convicted. 

Ehrlichman  said  that  he  might  have  Dick  and  Jeb  come  over  at 
5  o'clock  to  tell  them  what  has  been  done  and  to  tell  them  he  will  re- 
duce the  report  to  typewriting.   (p.  24)  After  some  discussion  of 
Mitchell's  trial,  the  President  said,  "With  you  here,  you  men  and  Dean, 
without  building  stars  ~  well,  we  have  a  pretty  big  bag."  Haldeman 
said,  "Right.   (unintelligible)  his  opinion  is  that  they  will  not  reach 
him.   He  does  not  think  he  is  a  target  and  he  doesn't  think  he  will  be. 
He  thinks  he  might  be  but  he  doesn't  think  he  will  and  if  he's  not,  that 
means  they  are  just  going  to  be  targeting  on  the  White  House."   (p.  25) 


-12- 


(792) 


41.2     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE 

EDITED  TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  14,    1975,    2:24  -   3:55  P.M.   MEETING 

Ehrlichman  said,  "Well,  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that."  Haldeman  said,  "That's 
right.   He  said  they  may  be  after  bigger  targets,"  and  Ehrlichman  said, 
"Yeah.   The  same  names  are  kind  of  pealing  off,  like  yours  truly." 
Haldeman  said,  "I  think  he  is  trying  to  get  attention  with  that  John," 
and  Ehrlichman  said,  "He  does  believe  me."  After  a  discussion  of  Dean, 
and  whether  Magruder  would  ever  testify  publicly,  instead  of  just  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  Haldeman  said,  "This  stuff  wasn't  hanging  on  any  of 
those  things  anyway  and  we  just  have  to  face  that  fact  that  whatever  the 
story  is  it  is  going  to  be  out  anyway."  Ehrlichman  said,  "They  will 
have  the  entire  story  out,  plus  probably  two  other  stories  that  two 
others  guys  make  up,"  and  that  "anything  and  everything  that  is  said  will 
be  believed."   (p.  27)   Haldeman  said,  "And  at  least  some  of  which  will 
be  enormously  damaging  to  us."  Ehrlichman  said,  "There  would  no  way  — ," 
and  Haldeman  said,  "Not  provable,  but  damaging  ~,"  and  Ehrlichman  said, 
"No  way  to  deny  it."  The  President  then  said,  "It  is  terrible  when  they 
get  such  a  big  bag."   (p.  28) 

They  discussed  cooperating  with  the  Senate  Select  Committee, 
which  the  President  opposed  unless  he  "could  get  a  resolution  of  the 
entire  Republican  Caucus  in  the  Senate."   (p.  29)   After  a  colloquy 
about  whether  the  Senate  Select  Committee  could  call  indicted  former 
Administration  officials  as  witnesses,  Haldeman  suggested  that  the  Ervin 
Committee  was  interested  less  in  Watergate  and  more  in  the  use  and  misuse 
of  money,  its  sources  and  to  whom  it  was  disbursed.   Ehrlichman  reported 
that  Mitchell  said  that  they  should  establish  that  the  $350,000  which 
went  from  Haldeman  to  Strachan  to  LaRue  came  from  the  pre- '72  campaign 
money.   Haldeman  said  that  money  was  delivered  from  Sloan  to  Strachan 
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on  April  6,  1972.  Haldeman  recounted  that  although  there  had  been 
$1,600,000  left  over  from  prior  campaigns  in  1972,  "they  convinced 
me  that  you  don't  want  a  million  six  .  .  .  because  under  the  new  laws 
,  .  .  .There  isn't  that  much  stuff  you  can  spend  on  that  wouldn't 
be  traceable."  Continuing,  Haldeman  said,  "And  so  somehow  a  figure 
of  three-fifty  was  negotiated  as  being  a  reasonable  figure  that  .  .  . 
would  cover  what  might  come  up  that  wouldn't  be  impossible.  ..." 
(pp.  33-34)  Thus,  Haldeman  reported  that  $1,300,000  of  the  left- 
over funds  were  contributed  to  CRP  and  $350,000  was  retained.   "That's 
the  way  to  argue  that,"  Ehrlichman  commented.   "That's  the  way  it  was," 
Haldeman  repliedo   (p.  34) 

The  President  said,  "We'll  take  a  hell  of  a  beating  (unin- 
telligible) in  the  next  thirty  days,  a  lot  of  heat"   (pp.  34-35)  for 
not  appearing  before  the  Ervin  Committee,  and  the  group  discussed  how 
to  answer  the  expected  criticism.  Haldeman  suggested  that  "there 
ought  to  be  a  way  to  turn  the  Grand  Jury  thing  strongly  our  way,  which 
is  that  this  proves  the  rightness  of  the  President's  approach  of  full 
cooperation  with  the  proper  processes  of  justice  which  is  bringing 
people,  even  at  the  highest  level,  to  account."  "You  (unintelligible) 
cooperation,"  responded  the  President.   (p.  36) 

Ehrlichman  stated  that  "I  have  to  be  unwilling  to  tell  the 
press  what  I  discovered  because  of  the  rights  of  individuals."   (p.  36) 
He  said,  "I  could  prejudice  their  rights  in  such  a  way  that  they  .  .  . 
will  never  get  a  fair  trial."  "What's  wrong  with  prejudicing  their 
rights?"  asks  Haldeman,  "Get  your  indictment,  but  you  don't  get  any- 
body in  jallo"   (p.  37)  After  Ehrlichman  rehearsed  responding  to 
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reporters'  questions  on  his  investigation,  apparently  referring  to 
their  public  relations  posture,  the  President  said,  "It  seems  to  me 
that  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  the  issue  about  do  something  involves  our 
inability  to  (unintelligible)  back  that  we're  willing  to  cooperate. 
That  we're  willing  to  waive  executive  privilege  and  keeping  our 
people  silent."   (p.  38)   They  then  discussed  positive  and  negative 
stories,  the  use  of  executive  privilege  before  the  Senate  Select 
Committee,  making  a  public  statement  about  Ehrlichman's  investigation 
before  that  Committee  began  hearing  testimony,  and  having  Haldeman  make 
a  statement  about  the  Segretti  matter.   (pp.  38-48)   In  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  the  President  said,  "So  (unintelligible)  what  I'm 
trying  to  get  is  how  you  get  his  story  out."   (p.  45) 

In  the  course  of  discussing  certain  fund  expenditures  for 
advertising  in  the  past,  apparently  in  connection  with  an  ad  referred 
to  as  "Tell  it  to  Hanoi,"  Haldeman  said  he  was  "scared  to  death  it 
might  be  something,"  apparently  referring  to  "a  Colson  ad",  but  he 
said  "it  wasn't"  according  to  "(unintelligible)."  Ehrlichman  said 
"Mitchell  kept  lobbing  out  little  tidbits  about  Colson' s  operation 
.  o  .  .  About  sending  rioters  up  to  the  Capitol  steps  and  other  things 
that  he  knew  about."  The  President  said,  "Well,  that  was  separate  from 
all  of  Mitchell's  stuff,  though,  wasn't  it?  What  Colson  did?"  Ehrlich- 
man said,  "he  was  saying  it's  really  too  bad  that  all  this  is  coming 
out  because  there's  so  much  sordid  stuff  that  will  be  (unintelligible) 
to  the  White  House,"  and  the  President  said,  "But  sending  rioters  to 
the  Capitol  steps.   What  do  you  mean?"  Haldeman  responded,  "They  weren't 
rioters  for  heavens  sake,"  and  the  President  said,  "Well,  they  named 
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demonstrators.   Why  do  you  tell  me?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "No,  tell  it 

to  John  MitchelU'  Haldeman  said,  "I  don't  think  anybody  (unintelligible) 

Colson  can  (unintelligible)  rioters."   (pp.  49-50) 

The  President  and  Haldeman  then  put  to  Ehrlichman  potential 
reporters'  questions  about  his  investigation  and  they  discussed  a 
proposed  statement  by  Haldeman  which  would  be  keyed  to  the  Senate 
Select  Committee's  announcement  of  the  beginning  of  its  hearings. 
Haldeman  would  say  that  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  not  hear  him 
soon,  so  he  would  like  to  respond  to  charges  which  have  been  made, 
including  ones  relating  to  Watergate,  Segretti  and  the  $350,000.   The 
President  suggested  that  Haldeman  not  make  countercharges,  but  respond 
only  to  charges  then  public.   And  the  President  said,  "Now  the  only 
question  that  you  have  left  is,  I  suppose,  sort  of  the  peripheral 
(unintelligible)  Dean  rumbling  around  here  and  asking  you  and  Haldeman 
how  about  getting  us  some  money  for  Watergate  defendants.   Damn.   I 
can't  believe  it.   I  can't  believe  they'd  (unintelligible)  you  for 
conspiracy  if  you  were  asked  for  that.   Maybe  they  could."  Haldeman 
said,  "technically,  I'm  sure  they  could.   Practically,  it  just  seems 
awfully  remote,  but  maybe  that's  wishful  thinking."   (p.  53) 

The  President  suggested  that  it  would  be  helpful  for  Strachan 
to  go  back  before  the  Grand  Jury  and  testify  as  to  what  the  $22,000 
was  for.   Soon  thereafter,  Ehrlichman  began  to  leave  the  meeting, 
to  prepare  for  a  meeting  which  he  had  scheduled  for  4:00  p.m.  that 
afternoon  with  Magruder  and  his  attorneys. 
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Ehrlichman  said  that  he  had  "probably  better  get  up  and 

get  set  up  for  (unintelligible)."  Haldeman  said "there  was  something 

else  on  Gordon."  The  President  said,  "Gordon  (unintelligible),"  and 

Ehrlichman  said,  "I'm  supposed  to  ask  Gordon  whether  it  was  delivered 

in  pieces?"  The  President  said,  "(Unintelligible)  forty  thousand 

dollars  to  (unintelligible)  why  did  he  deliver  it  (unintelligible) 

actually  it  was  —  it  was  a  large  —  that's  a  large  amount  of  money." 

Ehrlichman  replied,  "No,  they've  already  got  him  on  that."  The 

President  said,  "Oh,  that  (unintelligible)."   (p.  54) 

Haldeman  explained  that  his  interest  at  that  time  was  in 
delivering  the  money  to  CRP  as  quickly  as  possible.   "I  don't  know 
what  their  (unintelligible)  was,"  he  said.   (p.  55)   The  President 
then  said,  "At  the  suggestion  of  (unintelligible)  Magruder  (unin- 
telligible) everything  you  can."   (p.  55)   Apparently  as  Ehrlichman 
left  the  room,  the  President  said,  "Just  trying  to  get  the  facts 
and  that's  all  there  is  to  it.  .  .  .  Be  sure  you  convey  my  warm 
sentiments."  (p.  55) 

Haldeman  said  that  he  ought  to  get  Strachan  squared  away, 
and  the  President  said,  "Sure."  "And  if  he  (unintelligible)," 
Haldeman  said.   The  President  replied,  "Well,  we'll  see  what  this 
finally  comes  down  to  here  (unintelligible)  I  firmly  think  —  frankly 
I  should  say  I  don't  know,  but  based  on  what  Ehrlichman  tells  me 
about  (unintelligible)  and  that  removes  him  from  some  other  things 
he  said.  That's  what  makes  (unintelligible)  here.   (Unintelligible) 
is  the  important  thing."   (pp.  55-56) 
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Haldeman  said,  "Well  (unintelligible)  Dean.   I  can't  understand 
because  it's  in  his  interest,  as  well  as  everyone  else's,  to  see  the  motive 
grow  with  loyalty."  The  President  said, "I  guess  we're  not  surprised  at 
Mitchell,  are  we?"  Haldeman  said,  "No.   It's  party  [sic]  true."  Haldeman 
said,  "What  he's  saying  is  partly  true.   I  don't  think  he  did  put  it  together." 
The  President  said  that  Mitchell  "shouldn't  throw  the  burden  over  here. 
Bob,  on  you."  The  President  then  said,  "now,  frankly,  Colson  I  understand, 
Colson  certainly  put  the  heat  on  over  there.   I  don't  think  John  seriously 
(unintelligible)  unless  you  put  them  up  to  this  thing."  Haldeman  responded, 
"(Unintelligible)  I  didn't.  He  knows  I  didn't.  No  question  of  that." 
(p.  56)  The  President  said,  "I  should  think  he  knows  it.   (Unintelligible) 
himself.   So  his  (unintelligible),  huh?"  The  President  said,  "You  know 
he'll  never  -  he'll  never  (unintelligible).  What  do  you  think  about  that 
as  a  possible  thing  -  does  a  trial  of  the  former  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  bug  him?   This  damn  case!"  The  President  said,  "He'll  have 
to  take  the  stand  at  some  points.   (unintelligible)  all  this  has  happened 
now,"  and  Haldeman  said,  "That's  exactly  the  point.  He's  got  no  defense 
witness  that  can  deny  it."   (p.  57) 

The  conversation  concluded  with  the  President  saying  that  "in 
one  sense.  Bob,  it's  better  to  (unintelligible)  a  couple  of  these  small 
things  but  it's  much  better  to  hand  it  to  the  Grand  Jury."   (p.  57) 
Haldeman  added  that  that  proved  that  "the  President's  course  was  right," 
and  that  " fiie  President  wasn't  covering  up.  The  President  was  cooperating 
with  the  proper  place  and  the  proper  place  has  come  to  the  proper  result, 
which  is  to  find  out  in  an  orderly  manner  without  tarring  innocent  people, 
to  find  out  what's  going  on."   (p.  58) 
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42.   On  April  14,  1973  John  Ehrlichman  met  with  Jeb  Magruder  and 
his  attorneys.   Ehrlichman  informed  Magruder  and  his  attorneys  that 
he  was  conducting  an  investigation  for  the  President.   Magruder  and 
his  attorneys  discussed  with  Ehrlichman  the  information  which  Magruder 
had  disclosed  to  the  prosecutors  earlier  that  day  to  the  effect  that 
at  a  meeting  in  Key  Biscayne  Mitchell,  LaRue  and  Magruder  had  partici- 
pated in  an  express  and  specific  approval  of  the  plan  to  break  into  and 
bug  the  DNC  headquarters  and  to  bug  McGovem  headquarters  and  the 
Fontainebleau  headquarters  of  the  Democratic  Convention. 
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Mr  Dash.  And  Mr.  Haldeman  knew  that  then,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr  Maokuder.  I  cannot  recall  in  my  meeting  with  him  in  January 
whether— yes,  I  am  sure  I  did  discuss  those  meetings,  yes. 

Mr  D\SH.  So  the  attempt  to  get  together  and  agree  on  that  meet- 
ing was  an  attempt  to  get  together  and  agree  on  at  least  from  your 
pomt  of  view,  would  be  the  full  story?  i  ^  i.v„t 

Mr  AIvGRTTOER.  That  is  correct,  iNIr.  Haldeman  recommended  that 
Mr  Dean  and  Mr.  Mitchell  and  I  meet,  which  we  did  that  afternoon. 

Air    D\SH.  AVhat  was  the  result  of  that  meeting?         _   _ 

Air.  AIagruder.  I  realize  that  Air.  Dean  had  different  opinions  then 
as  to  what  he  would  do  probably,  and  so  then  my— I  thought  that 
probably  it  was  more  appropriate  that  even  on  that  Alonday  that  i 
get  separate  counsel  so  that  I  could  get  advice  independent  ot  the 
individuals  who  had  participated  with  me  in  these  activities. 

Air.  Dash.  In  other  words,  you  really  could  not  agree  at  the  meet- 
ing with  Air.  Alitchell  and  Air.  Dean. 

Air.  AL\GRUDER.  Well,  it  was  cooperative. 

Air.  Dash.  What  was  Air.  Dean's  position? 

Air.  ALvGRUDER.  He  would  not  indicate  a  position.  • 

■Air.  Dash.  All  right.  Did  there  come  a  time  when  you  did  get 
independent  counsel?  i     £  iu    ^„ 

Mr.  AIagrtjder.  Yes,  Air.  Parkinson,  who  was  counsel  of  the  com- 
mittee, recommended  Air.  Bierbower  and  on  that  Saturday  I  went 
to  meet  him,  he  was  out  of  the  country,  and  I  met  him  and  we  agreed, 
he  agreed  to  be  my  counsel  that  Saturday  evening. 

Air.  Dash.  Did  there  come  a  time  when  you  decided  that  you  should 
go  to  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  ? 

Mr.  Magruder.  Yes,  that  is  correct.  ,     a,     ■, 

Mr.  Dash.  Wlien  did  you  go  to  the  U.S.  attorney  s  office  '■ 

Mr.  MAGRtiDER.  We  agreed,  they  discussed  the  things  with  the  V.h. 
attorney,  I  think  on  April  12  and  I  saw  them  informally  on  April  13 
and  saw  them  formally  on  April  U  on  Saturday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Dash.  At  that  time  did  you  tell  everything  to  the  assistant  b-b. 

attorneys? 

Mr.  AIagruder.  Yes,  I  cooperated. 

Air.  Dash.  AVho  did  you  meet  with  ?  ,  ,  r     /-.        u  n 

Mr.  Magroter.  Mr.  Silbert,  Mr.  Glanzer,  and  Air.  Campbell. 

Air.  Dash.  Did  you  tell  them  everything  you  are  now  telling  this 
committee  ? 
_Mr.  ALxgruder.  Yes.  ,    ,•  i„,„„9 

Mr.  D  vsH.  Did  you  have  a  meeting  afterward  with  Air.  Ehrlichman  ( 

Air   AUgruper.  Yes,  Air.  Ehrlichman  called  while  I  was  with  the 
V  S  attorneys  and  asked  me  would  I  come  over  and  talk  to  him  about' 
the  case.  We  talked  to  the  U.S.  attorneys  and  they  agreed  as  a  courtes> 
that  we  should  and  Air.  Bierbower  and  the  other  attorney  ^Mth  All. 
Bierbower  and  I  went  to  sec  Mr.  Ehrlichman  tl^ft  afternoon. 

Air.  Dash.  Then,  according  to  tluit  meeting  that  you  had  with  All. 

Ehrlichman,  what  happened?  ,      •     n       i    »■  t 

Air.  AlAonrDKR.  We  told  him  in  rather  capsule  form  basically  what  I 

told  you  this  morning. 

"l^^ow^f  ha^HusUwo  final  questions.  I  want  to  go  back  to  the  time 
when  vou  came  back  from  California  to  AVaslnngton,  putting  you  back 
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tion  of  my  interview  with  Mr.  Kalmbach  which  I  don't  think  that  I 
have  given  to  the  committee  staff;  I  am  not  sure. 

Senator  Montoya.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  it  to  us? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  Oh,  yes;  certainly,  certainly. 

Senator  Montoya.  Would  you  do  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehklichman.  It  may  be  that  tliev  have  it.  That  question  came 
up  this  inoruiug^and  I  don't  think  we  deckled  for  sure. 

Mr.  Dash.  We  luive  a  phone  call  transcription,  not  an  interview. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  No,  no ;  this  is  a  narrative  that  I  dictated  after 
my  interview  with  Mr.  Kalmbach. 

Mr.  Dash.  No ;  we  do  not  have  that  transcript. 

Mr.  Wilson.  Did  I  not  give  you,  Mr.  Dash— I  think  I  gave  to  the 
U.b.  attorney's  office  less  than  a  one-pags  memo  of  a  meeting  between 
Mr.  Ehrlichman  and  Mr.  Kalmbach  on  April  6, 1973  ? 

Mr.  Dash.  No;  Mr.  Wilson,  I  have  no  recollection  of  that. 

Mr.  Wilson.  We  will  supply  it  right  now. 

Mr.  Dash.  You  may  have  given  it  to  the  prosecutor's  office. 

Mr.  Wilson.  Beg  pardon  ? 

Mr.  Dash.  You  may  have  given  it  to  the  prosecutor's  office  but  not 
to  this  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson.  I  always  meant  to  give  you  the  same  things,  but  per- 
haps I  didn't  do  it.  «=  '         r 

Mr.  Dash.  I  know  you  have  tried,  but  if  you  have  it,  we  would  like 
to  have  it. 

Mr.  WrLSON.  Sure. 

Senator  Montoya.  "Wlio  else  did  you  take  notes  on  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Just  those  that  I  mentioned  this  morning.  Sena- 
tor. Do  you  want  me  to  go  through  that  list  again  ? 

Senator  Montoya.  No;  I  don't.  I  merely  want  you  to  tell  this  com- 
mittee what  did  you  ascertain  as  a  result  of  these  interviews  with 
respect  to  each  of  the  individuals. 

Did  they  convey  to  you  any  indication  that  they  might  have  been 
involved  in  the  Watergate  affair  prior  to  June  17  or  in  the  covenip 
after  June  17  ?  ^ 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir,  they  did. 

Senator  Montoya.  All  right. 

Will  you  name  those  names? 

Mr  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir.  I  wonder  if  I  could  refer  to  my  notes 
m  order  to  do  that  accurately  ? 

SpTintnr  MoNTOYA.  Certainly  you  may. 
I        Mr.  Ehrlichmax  [conferring  with  counsel].  I  had  this  morning 
I    described  fully  the  contents  of  my  interview  with  Mr.  O'Brien,  I  be- 
I     lieve  And  also  my  interview  with  Mr.  Dean.  The  one  which  remains, 
^    Tvr  '^  responsive  to  your  question,  I  think,  is  my  interview  with 
Mr.  Magruder  on  April  14  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  His  attorneys, 
Air.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Bierbower,  were  witli  him  at  the  time  of  tlie  inter- 
view and  they  had  just  come  from  an  interview  with  the  U.S.  at- 
torney. The  interview  took  about,  I  would  guess  about  II/2  hours, 
and  if  you  like.  Senator,  I  can  I'ust  take  you  quickly  through  the  nar- 
rative of  what  Mr.  Magruder  told  me  or  I  can  pick  things  out,  if  you 
are  interested  in  something  particularly. 

'Senator  Montoya.  Just  give  me  your  conclusions  from  that  inter- 
view. 
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jNIr.  Ehrltchhax.  The  conclusions  from  the  interview  were  that 
]\Ir.  Magruder  and,  according  to  him,  jSIr.  Mitclielh  and  Mr.  LaRue, 
participated  in  an  express  and  specific  approval  of  the  plan  to  break 
into  and  bug  the  Democratic  National  Committee  headquarters.  That 
this  was  an  agreement  or  an  approval  which  occurred  in  Kev  Bis- 
cayne  at  a  meeting  attended  by  the  three  of  them,  and  in  addition  to 
that  particular  project,  McGovern  headquarter  and  the  Fontainebleu 
headquartei-s  of  the  Democratic  Convention  were  likewise  to  be 
bulged. 
Senator  Montota.  Wliat  date  was  this,  again  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  This  was  an  interview  which  I  held  on  April  14, 
1973. 

Senator  Montoya.  All  right ;  proceed. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  That,  and  here  you  understand,  this  is  what  Mr. 
Magruder  is  saying  to  me,  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  but  it  is 
what  he  reported  to  me.  That  the  proposal  which  was  approved  at 
that  time,  had  its  genesis  in  a  $1  million  proposal  which  Mr.  Dean 
and  Mr.  Liddy  prepared.  I  asked  him  specifically  about  Mr.  Dean 
because,  as  I  say^  I  was  focusing  on  T\Tiite  House  people,  and  his  de- 
scription of  Mr.  Dean's  participation  in  that  planning  was  quite  active. 
Mr.  Liddy  told  Mr.  Magruder,  he  said,  that  Mr.  Dean  had  authorized 
the  $1  million  figure  as  the  beginning  budget  level. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  Did  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  TMiite 
House  and  the  assignment  of  Mr.  Dean,  reach  a  determination  that 
Mr.  Dean  had  that  kind  of  authority  ? 
Mr.  Ehruchman.  Oh,  no,  no,  indeed. 
Senator  ]\Iontota.  You  did  not  believe  that,  did  you  ? 
Mr.  Eurlich3Ian.  What  Mr.  Magruder  was  telling  me? 
Senator  Montota.  Yes. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  did  not  know  what  to  believe  at  this  time, 
Senator.  I  was  getting  so  many  different  hearsay  stories  from  so  many 
different  people,  I  was  not  trying  to  evaluate  what  to  believe  and  what 
not  to  believe. 

Senator  INIontoya.  All  right ;  proceed. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  He  said,  he  took  me  through  the  four  meetings 
in  early  1972. 

Senator  Montoya.  I  believe  you  testified  to  that  and  I  do  not  want  to 
go  into  repetition. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes ;  this  is  out  of  Magruder's  mouth,  and  then  he 
said  at  some  point  in  time  he  informed  Mr.  Strachan,  who  was  his 
primary  contact  at  the  White  House,  that  they  liad  an  intelligence 
capability.  He  said,  'T  got  no  problems  from  Mr.  Strachan  and  so  I 
read  that  as  an  OK  from  higher  up." 

1  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  knowledge  of  whether  anyone 
higher  up  than  Mr.  Strachan  in  the  White  House  had  in  fact  approved 
this,  and  he  said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  higher  ups  having  done 
so,  only — and  the  only  people  in  the  "VVhito  House  that  he  focused  on  as 
having  any  connection  whatsoever  with  this  were  Mr.  Colson,  Mr. 
"  trachan,  Mr.  Dean,  and  Mr.  Howard. 
'Senator  Montoya.  May  I  interject  here.  What  particular  authority 
did  Mr.  Strachan  have  vis-a-vis  the  Wliite  House  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Mr.  Strachan  was  about  a  fourth-level  White 
House  staffer  with  almost  no  authority  of  his  own. 
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43.     On  April  14,  1973  the  President  met  with  Halderaan  and  Ehrlichman 
from  5:15  to  6:45  p.m.   Ehrlichman  reported  to  the  President  on  his 
meeting  with  Magruder  and  his  attorneys.   The  President  instructed 
Haldeman  to  give  Strachan  a  report  of  Magruder 's  testimony.   There  was 
a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  the  payments  to  the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 


Page 

43.1  John  Ehrlichman  testimony,  7  SSC  2757-58 812 

43.2  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 

Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury.  Misc.  47-73 814 

43.3  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of  White 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
among  the  President,  H.  R.  Haldeman  and  John 
Ehrlichman,  April  14,  1973,  5:15-6:45  p.m 817 


(811) 


4S.1     JOHN  EHRLICHMAN  TESTIMONY,  JULY  27,    1972,    7  SSC  2757-58 

2757 

Senator  OtrRNET.  Now,  through  this  period  of  time,  beginning  with 
that  assignment  on — is  it  March  31  ? 

Mr.  Ehruchjian.  Thirtieth. 

Senator  Gurney.  March  30,  were  you  reporting  to  the  President 
what  you  were  finding  out  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichhan.  I  reported  to  him  after  I  talked  with  ]^Ir.  O'Brien 
but  very  briefly  on  that  subject,  and  I  just  said:  "I  am  beginning  to 
get  a  feel  for  this  thing  but  I  have  got  so  much  hearsay  here  I  don't 
tliink  it"s  wortli  taking  a  lot  of  your  time."  He  said :  "You  know,  what 
are  you  finding  out?"  So  I  said:  "Well  he  tells  me  there  were  these 
meetings  back  m  tlie  early  times  when  Liddy  had  this  plan,  and  so  on." 
I  took  him  idnd  of  sketchily  through  the  O'Brien  busmess  and  I  said : 
"This  is  hearsay  two,  three  and  m  some  cases  four  removed,"  and 
I  said  "We  cannot  move  on  something  of  this  kind  until  we  find  out." 

Now,  in  San  Clemente  again  when  we  came  to  this  funny  conflict  be- 
tween Dean  and  Mitchell,  I  mentioned  that  to  him,  and  I  said  "We  are 
trying  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,"  and  two  or  three  times  he  said  "Have 
you  got  that  figured  out  yet?"  and  when  we  talked  on  the  airplane 
going  back  and  we  talked  about  Dean  going  to  the  grand  jury  and  he 
said  finally  "I  am  not  going  to  wait,  he  is  gomg  to  go."  He  said :  "Have 
you  ever  figured  out  what  that  is,"  and  I  said  "No,  we  are  going  to 
see  Dean.  We  don't  know  what  that  is." 

Senator  Gurnet.  Well,  now,  did  you  make  a  complete  report  to  the 
President? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gttrnet.  When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehkuchman.  That  was  on  Saturday  morning,  April  14. 

Senator  GmRNET.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  I  told  him  basically  a  narrative  of  my 
interviews  with  these  various  people  starting  with  O'Brien  and  run- 
ning through  everybody  that  is  on  this  list  except  Mitchell  and 
Magruder  whom  I  had  not  yet — with  whom  I  had  not  yet  talked  and 
Strachan  the  second  time  when  I  got  into  the  whole  question  of  Bob 
Haldeman's  involvement. 

Senator  Gtjrnet.  Now,  so  we  can  wrap  this  up  and  I  can  release  the 
floor  here,  did  you  atthat  time  give  him  a  complete  account  of  Water- 
gate as  we  know  it  now,  and  if  you  did  not,  what  portions  did  you  not 
tell  him  that  you  didn't  know?  Perhaps  we  can  get  at  it  that  way 
quickly. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  I  didn't  know,  for  instance,  any  of  the 
behind-the-scenes  business  of  the  money  be>-ond  what  Paul  O'Brien 
had  given  me  here  and  a  little  feel  of  it  that  Dean  had  given  me  which 
I  think  I  have  just  described  to  you  about  as  well  as  I  can.  The  sub- 
sequent interviews  that  I  had  with  particularly  Magruder  that  after- 
noon— you  see  the  outcome  of  this  report  to  the  President  was,  he  said 
"I  want  you  to  talk  to  Magruder;  I  want  you  to  talk  to  Mitchell.'' 
and  then  he  also  told  me  he  wanted  to  find  out  more  about  Bob 
Haldeman's  involvement.  So  those  three  followed  that  preliminary 
report  and  none  of  the  things  that  I  developed  from  any  of  them  were 
included  in  it.  "Wlien  I  completed  them,  then  T  came  back  and  reported 
what  tho.se  three  individuals  told  me  and  laid  that  out  for  him. 

Senator  Gurnet.  And  was  that  a  fairly  complete  accoimt  of 
Watergate? 
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Jlr.  EiiRLiciorAX.  It  included  the  planning  meetings,  it  included 
tho  two  entries,  and  the  reasons  for  going  back.  It  included  quite  a 
lot  but  not  the  whole  story  of  the  coverup  by  any  means. 

Senator  Gukney.  The  fact  that  there  liad  been  one  going  on  with- 
out all  of  the  gory  details. 

Mr.  EnRLiCHirAX.  Right,  and  obstruction  of  justice,  both  from  the 
committee  and  Mr.  Dean's  part  in  it,  I  am  frank  to  say  I  did  not  feel, 
since  the  full  implication  of  Mr.  Dean's  involvement  in  the  after- 
math yet  at  that  time. 

Senator  GrrRNEX.  And  what  date  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichm AX.  That  was  on  Saturday,  April  14. 

Senator  Guexey.  What  was  the  President's  reaction  ? 

Mr.  EHRLICHM.A.X.  That  I  must  immediately  advise  the  Attorney 
General,  which  I  then  did  within  the  hour. 

Senator  Gurnet.  And  that  was  the  end  of  the  meeting  ? 
_I\[r.  Ei-TRLiCHMAX-.  Yes ;  the  meetings  went  on,  however,  the  follow- 
ing day.  Tlie  President  had  a  long  meeting  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  Mr.  Petersen,  who,  in  turn  had  had  meetings  with  the  prose- 
cutor, then  I  had  another  meeting  with  the  President  because  I  had 
seen  Gordon  Strachan  that  morning  while  the  President — Sunday 
morning — while  the  President  was  talking  to  the  Attorney  General 
and  Mr.  Petersen.  So  then,  I  had  a  further  report  to  give  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Sunday  following  that  meeting  that  he  had  had. 

Senator  Gurnet.  Can  you  very  briefly  tell  us  the  important  parts 
of  that? 

Mr.  Ehrlich5l\x  [conferring  with  counsel]. 

Counsel  reminds  me  that  I  should  say  we  are  advised  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  an  all-night  meeting  Saturday  night  with  Mr. 
Petersen  and  with  the  U.S.  attorney  and  the  prosecutors  and  posted 
himself  on  things.  He  then  met  with  the  President  after  church  Sun- 
day morning.  I  met  with  the  President  after  that.  We  then  had  a 
further  meeting  later  on  that  Sunday,  I  had  one  or  two  meetings,  I 
forgot  which,  I  got  home  and  was  told  to  turn  around  and  come  back 
so  we  had  another  Sunday  night  meeting  at  which  the  President 
went  over  and  over  this  information  and  I  think  it  was  at  that  time 
that  I  called  Mr.  Gray  and  discovered  the  documents  had  been 
destroyed  and  so  we  went  over  that  at  length  and  implications  of  that 
and  I  had  further  conversations  with  the  Attorney  General,  I  guess, 
the  next  morning  but  this  went  on  over  a  period  of  about  4  days,  Fri- 
day, Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday. 

Senator  Gurnet.  Then,  it  was  April  17  that  the  President  issued 
his  statement  that  he  was  aware  of  new  developments  in  Watergate? 

'Mr.  Ehrlichm.\n.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gurnet.  I  think  I  had  better  stop  there.  Thank  you.  INIr. 
Ehrlichman. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  ER■^^N.  The  committee  will  stand  in  recess  until  2  o'clock. 

[Whereupon,  at  12 :20  p.m.,  the  committee  was  recessed,  to  recon- 
vene at  2  p.m.,  this  same  day.] 
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DATE  (Mo.  D»r.  Vr.)    ;■» 

APRIL  14,  1973  '^^ 

TIME       OAY       \l 

7:55  a.m.  SATURDAY 


The  President  motored  from  the  South  Grounds  of  the  White  House 
to  the  office  of  his  dentist.  Dr.  William  0.  Chase,  1302 
18th  St.,  N.W. 

The  President  met  with  Dr.  Chase. 

The  President  motored  from  Dr.  Chase's  office  to  the  South 
Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Elliott  L. 
Richardson. 

The  President  met  with: 

-John  D.  Ehrlichman,  Assistant 
H.  R.  Haldeman,  Assistant 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  met  with: 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  I'/hite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  by  the  First 

Lady  on  a  tour  of  the  Wiite  House  gardens.   Included  in  the 
group  were  Mayor  Walter  E.  Washington  (D-Washington,  C.C.) 
and  winners  of  a  poster  contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  for  | 
a  More  Beautiful  National  Capital,  Inc.   For  a  lint  of 
poster  contest  winners,  see  /VPPl'A'DIX  "A." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

l^itc  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President,  accompanied  by  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L. 
Ziegler,  returned  to  the  Oval  Office. 
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TIME 


la 
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2:24 
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5:15 


5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
8:11 
8:58 


Out 


2:24 
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4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:04 


PRESIDENT  RICHARD   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIARY 

(5^  T/a.cl    Rr,,.,J   (,„   Travel    Acli.,:,) 


DATE   (Mo.,   Dir.  Yr. )  f. 

APRIL  14,'  1973    ^V^ 

TIME  5Xy  Vj 

2:23  p.m.    SATURDAY 


ACTlVrTY 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas,   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  White  House 
to  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poe,  correspondent  for  the  New  Orleans  Tines- 
Picayune  and  outgoing  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 
Ted  Knap,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Howard  Newspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  IvThite  House  Correspondents'  Associatiop 
Mr.  Knap  presented  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  18th  century  globe  crafted  by  Williamsbur.- 
silversmiths.   For  a  list  of  other  head  table  guests   see 
APPENDIX  "B." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

Wliite  House  photographer,  in/out 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C 


DATE  (Mo..  Dir.  Yr.)      VVj^^-^ 

APRIL  14.  1973    y' 


10:20 

10:28 

1-11:02 
11:20 

11:22 


10:26 


11:16 


11:53 


TIME        DAY 

9:04  p.m.  SATURDAY 


PHONE 

P=Pbted 

R=Rccetved 


The  President  returned  to  his  limousine.  He  was  accompanied  by: 
The  First  Lady 
Mr.  Poe 
Mr.  Knapp 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  Washington 
Hilton  Hotel  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  returned  to  the  second  floor 
Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Hsildeman. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Kissinger.   The  call  was  not 
completed . 

rhe  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

For  a  record  of  the  President's  activities  after  midnight,  see 
the  Daily  Diary  for  April  15,  1973. 
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SUMMARY  CB  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  14.  1973.  5;15  p.m.  to  6;45  p.m. 


On  April  14.  1973.  the  President  met  with  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
from  5:15  to  6:45  p.m.  The  White  House  edited  transcript  begins  with  a 
notation  that  'Miaterial  unrelated  to  Presidential  Actions"  was  deleted, 
(p.  1)  Ehrlichman  said  that  he  had  talked  to  Magruder  and  his  lawyers 
following  their  conference  with  the  U.  S.  Attorney,  and  that  Magruder 
voluntarily  gave  Ehrlichman  his  whole  testimony.   Haldeman  said  that  he 
"talked   about  the  case  in  the  most  coherent  way  we've  ever  had," 
Ehrlichman  said,  "this  has  the  ring  of  truth  about  it"  and  he  was  a  con- 
vincing witness.   (p.  1)   Haldeman  commented  that  it  "is  not  in  conflict 
with  anything  else  you've  got.  and  almost  totally  corroborates  everything 
else  you've  got  except  you  get  to  the  end  of  it  this  time."  (p.  2) 

Ehrlichman  related  Magruder 's  testimony  to  the  President: 
"This  all  starts"  with  the  contrivance  of  Operation  Sandwedge 
by  Dean,  Caulfield  and  Magruder  in  September,  1971.   Dean  subsequently 
approved  of  Liddy,  who  formulated  proposals  for  intelligence  operations, 
the  first  two  of  which  were  rejected  by  Mitchell.   Liddy  then  developed 
a  "quarter  million  dollar"  proposal  in  writing  with  a  budget,  but  Magruder 
wasn't  satisfied  with  it.   "Finally,  Colson  called  with  Liddy  and  Hunt  in 
his  office  —  talked  vigorously."  He  (apparently  Magruder)  finally  said. 

Well  all  right,  I'll  start  this  moving.  "  There  is  an  indication  that 
someone  "was  insisting  upon  .  .  .  information  on  Larry  O'Brien.   That  was 
the  thing  he  called  about  and  that  was  the  thing  he  had  been  driving  at." 
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Magruder  and  LaRue  went  to  Key  Biscayne  "around  the  end  of  March,"  to 
present  the  proposal  to  Mitchell,   "It  involved  bugging  three  places  — 
Watergate,  McGovem  Headquarters  and  the  Fontaine  Bleau[sic] . • .In  the 
conversation,  Mitchell  orally  approved  it.  .  .  .He  said...  'Nobody  felt 
comfortable  in  this  thing  but  we  were  sort  of  bull-dozed  into  it.'"  The 
President  said,  "By  Colson?"  Ehrlichman  replied,  "That's  the  inference." 
(pp.  2-4) 

As  for  Strachan's  involvement,  Magruder  had  furnished  Strachan 
a  copy  of  the  written  budget  for  the  "quarter  million  dollar"  proposal 
which  was  "very  specific  in  terms  of  the  kinds  of  equipment  to  be  used." 
He  informed  Strachan  orally  that  he  was  going  ahead  with  it,  and  said, 
"'I  read  his  non-response  as  OK  from  higher-up.   I  am  not  able  to  say  of 
my  own  knowledge  that  there  was  any  knowledge  of  anyone  higher-up.'" 
(pp.  3-5) 

The  results  obtained  from  the  first  break-in  were  "junk." 
Magruder  sent  Mitchell  "a  synopses  of  the  pictures."  Mitchell  thought 
it  was  so  bad  he  called  Liddy  and  "chewed  him  out."  Liddy  told  Mitchell 
he  would  "take  care  of  it,"  and  the  next  break-in  "was  entirely  on  Liddy 's 
own  notion,"  without  the  knowledge  of  Magruder  or  Mitchell.   Magruder  told 
Strachan  about  the  synopses; [h]e  may  have  come  over  and  read  them." 
Haldeman  interjected  that  Strachan  told  him,  "'I  stopped  reading  the 
synopses ,  and  they  were  ~  we  had  ' em  here . ' "   (pp .  5-6) 

Magruder  gave  Ehrlichman  the  names  of  those  in  the  White  House 
who  were  "involved  in  this  whole  thing."  Ehrlichman  said  Magruder  told 
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him   that  "Dick  Howard,  some  of  Colson's  people,  and  a  lot  of  the  secre- 
taries in  the  EOB ,  have  various  information  about  a  lot  of  different  pro- 
jects, they  had  pickets  —  all  kinds  of  things  that  will  come  pouring  out 
in  the  process  of  this  whole  thing."  Magruder  said  no  one  else  was 
involved  in  the  burglary.   (pp.  6-7) 

With  respect  to  Colson,  Magruder  said,  "'The  U.  S.  Attorney  is 
hot  after  Colson'";  they  knew  he  was  close  to  Hunt  but  the  only  thing 
Magruder  knew  they  had  on  him  was  the  phone  call  to  Magruder.   Magruder 's 
lawyer  also  told  Ehrlichman  that  the  U.  S.  Attorney  told  him  that  "'Hunt 
had  re-perjured  himself  with  respect  to  Colson'  ~  when  he  was  called  back 
in  under  immunity  and  testified  as  to  the  break-in,  and  the  capture  of 
the  burglars,  and  the  cover-up."   (p.  7) 

With  respect  to  the  cover-up,  "Dean  divlsed  [sic]  a  cover  story, 
in  concert  with  these  other  people,  and  enlisted  Bart  Porter  who  went  to 
the  Grand  Jury  and  perjured  himself  in  concert  with  the  cover  story." 
Dean  prepared  Magruder  and  others  for  Grand  Jury  testimony,  and  leaked 
Grand  Jury  information  to  people  at  CKP .   (Ehrlichman  said  that  the  U.  S. 
Attorney  knew  Dean  did  so,  that  it  was  illegal,  and  he  assumed  Dean  got 
it  from  Henry  Petersen.)   $1,500,000  in  cash  was  distributed;  it  went  to 
persons  on  "'the  famous  list,'"  and  LaRue  and  Stans  knew  about  it. 
(Ehrlichman  said  that  he  would  check  his  notes  with  O'Brien  and  "O'Brien 
may  have  told  me  about  that.")   The  three  fifty  was  a  part  of  that.   Magruder 
said  that  Mitchell  told  him,  '"Don't  talk.'"   (pp.  7-8) 
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With  respect  to  the  Implication  of  others:  "Haldeman's  very 
much  a  target  of  the  U.  S.  Attorney.   So  far  they  Indicated  that  he  was 
implicated  only  by  association  with  other  people  —  meaning  Strachan  pre- 
sumably; ...  [a]nd  LaRue ,  of  course,  and  Mardian,  largely  on  obstruction. 
They  are  developing  many  counts  of  obstruction  of  justice."  One  of 
Magruder's  attorneys  told  Ehrllchman  that  "he  did  not  think  they  had 
anything"  (apparently  on  Haldeman) ,  that  "'this  thing  is  rapidly  de- 
teriorating,'" but  that  "'[i]n  all  of  this  I  don't  see  any  evidence  of  the 
involvement  of  the  President.'"   (pp.  9-10) 

Ehrlichman  proposed  that  he  tell  Kleindienst  that  Magruder 
had  just  disclosed  to  him  what  Magruder  told  the  U.  S.  Attorney,  that 
Ehrlichman  really  had  nothing  to  add,  but  that  he  did  want  Kleindienst 
to  be  aware  of  the  work  that  was  done  and  of  his  meetings  with  Magruder 
and  Mitchell.   Haldeman  added  that  Ehrlichman  should  tell  Kleindienst  that 
the  purpose  of  his  meetings  with  Mitchell  and  Magruder  was  "to  make  the 
point  to  them  that  they  should  not  go  on  —  on  the  misguided  assumption 
that  that  was  for  the  Presidency..."   (pp.  10-11) 

The  President  and  Haldeman  decided  that  Strachan,  who  was  going 
before  the  Grand  Jury  in  two  days,  should  "be  given  this  information  so 
he  doesn't  perjure  himself."  Haldeman  said  he  didn't  think  Strachan  had 
testified  on  any  of  this  so  he  didn't  have  any  perjury  problem.   Haldeman 
said,  "What  he  has  to  do  is  prove  the  defense  that  — ,"   the  President 
added,  "Meets  these  points."  Haldeman  said  Strachan  could  "keep  himself 
as  an  office  boy,  which  is  what  he  was,"  and  described  how  Strachan  might 
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testify.  Ehrlichman  interjected,  "I  think  Gordon  knows  how  to  deal  with 
that  if  you  give  it  to  him."   (pp.  11-12) 

Haldeman  said,  discussing  Magruder's  story,  "When  he  got  down 
to  it,  he  told  the  truth.  And  when  he  is  talking  about  us,  at  least,  he 
is  bringing  us  into  it."  Haldeman  said  that  Magruder's  testimony  might 
involve  him  "by  indirection"  in  meetings  concerning  Sandwedge  and  the 
Liddy  Plan,  but  that  when  he  (apparently  Dean)  came  to  Haldeman  after 
"that  second  meeting,"  Haldeman  had  said,  "'It  can't  be  done  .  .  .  John, 
get  out  of  it.   You  stay  out  of  this,  too'  .  .  .  and  I  suspect  he  did." 
(p.  13) 

Haldeman  further  said  that  he  was  not  uncomfortable  with  "the 
three  fifty"  but  Dean  is.  Ehrlichman  said  he  thought  the  U.  S.  Attorney's 
office  was  "after  Colson,  you,  me  and  by  me ,  I  say  to  the  highest  level 
provable  —  objective."   (pp.  13-14) 

The  President  said  he  thought  that  McCord's  testimony  at  the 
Ervin  Committee  would  prejudice  the  cases  of  the  defendants,  and  asked 
about  "negotiations  with  Ervin  on  Monday."   (p.  I5) 

At  this  point,  Ehrlichman  made  a  telephone  call  to  Kleindienst. 

Following  Ehrlichman 's  telephone  conversation  with  Kleindienst, 
the  President  asked  Ehrlichman  about  Colson.  Ehrlichman  responded  that 
"Magruder  doesn't  lay  a  glove  on  him." 
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"But  he  says  they're  hot  after  him,"  the  President  said.   "Of  course  the 

only  thing  They  [sic]  would  be  hot  after  him  is  on  the  —  ah  —  Hunt." 

Ehrlichman  said,  "His  connection  with  Hunt."  He  explained  that  their  premise 

apparently  was,  according  to  their  lawyers,  that  everything  Hunt  knew,  Colson 

knew.  The  President  said  that  therefore  they  would  try  to  get  Hunt  in  and 

"lay  a  glove  on  Colson."  Haldeman  said,  "It  would  be  Colson's  role 

(unintelligible)."  Ehrlichman  said  that  Kleindienst  said,  for  reasons,  that 

"I  have  to  be  very  careful  about  who  I  communicate  with,  for  the  next  little 

while."  The  President  said,  "OK."  Ehrlichman  continued  that  Kleindienst 

wanted  him  to  meet  with  Henry  Petersen  the  next  day,  that  Ehrlichman  was 

possessed  of  information  establishing  the  commission  of  a  crime.   "And  I've 

got  to  be  darn  careful  about  who  I  talk  to."   (p.  21)    Ehrlichman  said 

that  Kleindienst  "wishes  we'd  get  a  special  prosecutor,"  but  Ehrlichman 

thought  "it  would  be  very  bad."  The  President  asked  him  to  tell  that  to 

Kleindienst,  and  said,  "I  have  just  decided  against  it."  Ehrlichman 

agreed.   (p.  22) 

They  discussed  the  possibility  of  Kleindienst 's  resigning.   The 
President  asked,  if  he  did  resign,  if  they  might  appoint  Sneed  or  "our 
friend  over  at  HUD."  The  President  said,  "Ehrlichman  should  get  out  the 
facts  that  he  has  made  this  investigation,  that  we  weren't  drug  kicking 
and  screaming  into  this  thing.  I  don't  know."  Ehrlichman  said  that  he 
might  have  a  legal  problem  and  would  talk  to  Kleindienst  the  next  day. 
The  President  said,  "Yeah  —  it  may  be  a  real  problem."   (p.  23) 

They  discussed  what  Ziegler  should  say  about  Mitchell's  visit 
to  the  White  House,  and  whether  the  Ervin  Committee  hearings  might  be 
anti-climactic  if  "the  big  fish  have  been  indicted."  The  President  urged 
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Haldeman  to  get  a  statement  out  fairly  soon,  adding,  "I've  got  to  get 
some  appearance  of  cooperation."   (pp.  23-24) 

The  President  then  said,   "what  do  you  do  about  Dean."  Haldeman 
asked  if  Magruder  guessed  Dean  would  be  indicted.  Ehrlichman  stated  that 
"Magruder  does  not  link  Dean  with  the  break-in  and  the  bugging. 

...And  he  is  not  a  participant  in  the  Liddy,  Magruder  quarter-million  -- 
take  it  to  Florida  —  plan."  The  President  responded  that  "They  get  him 
for  the  aftermath  .  .  .  and  the  obstruction."   (pp.  24-25) 

There  is  a  discussion  of  the  possible  implication  of  Colson, 
and  Ehrlichman  described  someone  (apparently  Magruder)  as  "Completely 
relaxed  in  this.   A  smile  on  his  face,"  and  having  said,  "I  hope  this 
isn't  going  to  be  for  too  long."  The  President  said,  "It's  the  right  thing. 
We  all  have  to  do  the  right  thing.   Damn  it!   We  just  cannot  have  this  kind 
of  a  business,  John.   Just  cannot  be."  Haldeman  said,  "According  to  Magruder 
—  Magruder  said  the  same  thing.   Of  course,  they  think  I'm  just  more 
trapped  — ."  The  President  said,  "I  think  Mitchell  is  beyond  belief  or  do 
you  think  (unintelligible)."   (p.  26) 

There  followed  brief  remarks  about  LaRue,  Liddy  and  Dean.   The 
President  asked  whether  "the  Haldeman  statement"  should  be  made  now,  and 
"[w]hat  does  he  say  of  Haldeman?"  Ehrlichman  said  he  suspected  Strachan 
was  not  going  to  corroborate  anything.   The  President  urged  Haldeman  to 
"get  it  out."  Haldeman  expressed  reservations  about  being  "out  front." 
(pp.  26-27) 
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The  President  said,  ".  .  .we'll  take  all  the  people,  any 
members  of  the  White  House  staff,  with  .  .  .  any  executive  privilege 
waived  reserved  to  be  decided  in  executive  session.  How  does  that  sound 
to  you?"  Ehrlichman  replied  that  every  question  of  White  House  staff 
members  should  be  subject  to  objection  for  executive  privilege.   (pp.  27-28) 
They  discussed  letting  Dean  testify  in  executive  session.   Haldeman  sug- 
gested that  "Dean  may  be  into  this  where  they  can't  call  him  anjrway." 
(p.  29) 

There  followed  a  discussion  which  apparently  concerned  the 
public  relations  aspects  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  Ervin  Committee  proceedings, 
(pp.  30-32) 

Haldeman  said  that  if  the  situation  was  going  to  get  worse, 
then  maybe  the  President  had  to  do  something.   If  this  was  as  bad  as  it 
was  going  to  get,  Haldeman  said,  "maybe  you're  better  off  not  doing 
anything,"  but  if  it  was  going  to  get  worse,  "if  you  think  you're  going 
to  swing,"  then  the  Republican  House  would  meet  and  pass  a  resolution, 
-probably  a  unanimous  resolution,  "calling  on  the  President."  The  President 
said,  "I  think  it's  very  close  to  that  right  now.   I  think  this  would 
trigger  it,  without  question.   They  would  be  so  horrified  about  that  — ." 
Haldeman  said,  "Could  be."  Some  would  say,  according  to  Haldeman,  "Well, 
thank  God,  it's  all  been  cleared  up  now.  Let's  forget  all  this  other  ~" 
and  some  would  say,  "It's  now  clear  the  White  House  wasn't  involved.  And 
thank  God  they  weren't.  And  it's  clear  the  President  wasn't  involved 
and  thank  God  he  wasn't.   It's  a  tragedy  that  that  great  man,  John 
Mitchell,  was." 
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The  President  replied,  "Except  that  you've  got  a  fair  chance  that 
Dean  will  go.   A  fair  chance  that  someone  will  break."  Ehrlichman  said 
that  he  would  "spotlight  it  as  the  umbilical  cord  at  the  White  House  and 
the  Committee"  and  the  question  would  be  what  was  the  other  end  of  the  umbilical 
cord.   The  President  said,  "Then,  you  don't  think  ~  You  don't  think  there's 
much  —  Dean,  no,   Dean's  high  enough."  Haldeman  responded  by  saying,  "The 
believable  mess  of  it  is  being  answered  by  this.   'There  is  —  somebody 
higher  than  Gordon  Liddy  had  to  have  agreed  to  spend  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  to  bug  the  Democratic  National  Committee.'"  "Now  you've  got  that 
somebody,"  said  Ehrlichman-  "That's  Mitchell,"  said  the  President.   Haldeman 
continued,  "Now  that  you've  got  somebody  who  was,  you've  got  a  believeable 
case  where  you  can  now  say,  'Well, so  there  was  some  other  stuff  going  on 
but  this  was  where  the  problem  was.'"  The  President  said,  "I  don't  know 
what  the  stink  --•"  Haldeman  said,  "Maybe  the  answer  — ,"  (pp.  32-34) 

The  President  stated  that  he  would  like  to  get  Segretti  out  in 
their  formal  announcement  and  apparently  suggested  mentioning  Haldeman 
in  connection  with  Segretti.   Haldeman  said,  "The  Ziegler  or  Kissinger 
view  is  very  strongly  that  that's  what  I  shouldn't  do."  The  President 
added  that  such  an  announcement  would  likely  cause  "several  other  Repub- 
licans and  the  like"  to  call  for  Haldeman 's  resignation.   Haldeman  said 
that  the  President  would  have  to  decide  if  Haldeman  should  resign,  but 
that7t/he  probrem  with  that  is  if  I  go  on  the  basis  of  the  Segretti 
matter,  you've  got  to  let  Dean  go  on  the  basis  of  his  implication,  which 
is  far  worse."   (pp.  34-36) 
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Haldeman  also  stated  that7i/f  he's  [apparently  Dean]  going  to 

ring  Ehrlichman  in,  you  are  going  to  have  to  let  him  go."  Ehrlichman 

responded  that  he  might  implicate  Ehrlichman  in  Kalmbach's  raising  money 

to  keep  the  defendants  "on  the  reservation,"  but  that  Ehrlichman  did  not 

refer  Dean  to  Kalmbach.  Rather  Dean  "came  to  me  and  said,  'May  I  go  to 

Kalmbach.'"  The  President  said,  "With  that  they  could  try  to  tie  you 

and  Bob  in  a  conspiracy  to  obstruct  justice."   (pp.  36-37) 

The  President  asked,  referring  to  the  aftermath,  "if  you  or  Bob 
were  asked,  what  do  you  say?"  Ehrlichman  replied  that  he  was  concerned 
about  persons  who  "could  go  out,  sell  their  stories  to  one  magazine  or 
another  .  .  .  particularly  Hunt  who  is  kind  of  an  author  type  and  would 
be  inclined  to  do  that  kind  of  thing."  And,  said  Haldeman,  that  was 
no  part  of  who  was  or  wasn't  guilty  or  where  the  thing  led.   The  President 
said,  "I  see."  Haldeman  said,  "That's  exactly  right.   We  aren't  protecting 
anybody."   "I'm  even  willing  to  buy  that,"  Ehrlichman  said.   Haldeman  said 
he  knew  and  he  said  that  to  John  and  John  didn't  agree  with  him.   "I  wish 
we  could  keep  Dean  away  from  that,"  the  President  said.   (p. 38) 


The  discussion  apparently  turned  to  public  relations,  the  Ervin 
Committee,  and  Haldeman 's  statement.  Then  Haldeman  responded  that  "Magruder 
or  somebody"  would  likely  call  for  Haldeman 's  resignation  for  hiring  Segretti, 
and  that  he  would  not  like  to  resign,  but  was  willing  to  do  so  'Vithout 
creating  any  sticky  problems."   (pp.  38-40)  A  policy  concerning  resigns 
tions  and  leaves  for  those  accused  was  discussed.   (pp.  40-41) 
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There  followed  a  discussion  of  the  arrangements  with  Ervin. 

The  President  stated  that  Ehrlichman  should  "meet  with  Ervin  and  cut  the 

deal  and  then  even  though  there  isn't  much  of  a  compromise.  You  could 

say 'We  worked  on  a  compromise  under  which  there  is  an  executive  session.'  " 

The  President  continued,  "Dean  in  Executive  session  is  a  very  nice  way 

to  cut  a  loss,  huh?"  and  said,  "We  put  a  story  out  which  will  keep  the 

enemy  a  little  cool  for  a  while,  huh?"   (p.  42) 

They  then  discussed  the  timing  of  the  statements  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman.   (p.  43) 

The  President  told  Haldeman  that  Haldeman 's  problem  was  Strachan, 
not  Segretti.  Haldeman  said,  "I've  got  to  cover  myself  on  the  Strachan 
thing  .  .  .  this  guy  —  should  not  be  built  up  as  a  central  figure,  nor 
should  I  start  to  explain  his  every  action.   I  can't.   Some  of  his  actions 
were  obviously  carried  out  unilaterally."   (pp.  43-44) 

The  President  said  that  he  thought  "some  of  Magruder's  stuff 
could  be  pretty  lively,"  and  that  he  thought  "it's  probably  basically 
true."  He  asked  how  you  remember  that  far  back.   Haldeman  said  you 
couldn't  be  that  precise,  and  the  President  agreed,  saying  "[y]ou  remember 
the  things  that  you  want  to  remember,  pretty  much."  Haldeman  said  that 
was  especially  so  "when  you've  lived  through  a  whole  series  of  varying, 
very  heated  drives  [sic]  .  .  .  [l]ike  he  has."  The  President  said  that 
"You've  got  to  remember"  that  Magruder  would  be  "potent"  as  a  witness,  and 
Haldeman  said  Strachan  would  be  "a  strong  witness  too."  The  President  said, 
"And  they  will  say,  'And  who's  going  to  lie?   I  mean,  here's  a  guy  who  has 
a  record  of  lying.   He  lied.   Are  you  going  to  take  his  word  against  Strachan 
who  did  not  lie.   He  came  back  to  the  U.S.  Attorney.' 
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Haldeman  said  that  they  could  produce  people  around  here  who  could  give 
five  different  stories  Magruder  had  told.   (pp.  44-45) 

The  President  asked  what  Colson  was  going  to  be  doing,  and 

Ehrlichman  said  that  he  was  undoubtedly  sending  all  kinds  of  signals  to 

Hunt.   (P.  45) 

The  President   said   that    it  would  soon  be   different,    sooner   than   they 

thought.      He   continued,    "[T]he   thing  about  all   this    that  has    concerned  me 

is    dragging   the   damn   thing  out.      Dragging  it  out   and  being  —   and  having 

it  be  the  only   issue   in   town.      Now    the  thing   to    do  now,   have   done.      Indict 

Mitchell  and  all   the   rest   and   there'll  be  a  horrible  two  weeks   —  a  horrible, 

terrible  scandal,   worse   than   Teapot  Dome  and  so   forth.      And   it   isn't   — 

doesn't  have  anything   to    do  with  Teapot."      The  President  said,    "I  mean   there 

is   no  venality   involved   in   the   damn   thing,    no    thievery  or  anything  of   that 

sort  of   thing.      Nobody   got   any   papers."      Ehrlichman  said,    "Yeah,      That's    true." 

Haldeman  said,    "Glad  to  hear   it."      The  President  said,    "The  bad  part  of   it   is 

the   fact   that    the  Attorney  General,  and   the  obstruction  of  justice   thing 

which   it   appears   to  be.      And  yet,    they  ought   to    go   up   fighting,    in  my   view, 

a   fighting  position   on   that.      I    think  they  all   ought  to   fight.      That    this  was 

not   an  obstruction  of  justice,   we  were  simply   trying   to  help   these   defendants. 
Ehrlichman  said,    "I  agree.      I  think  it's  all  the  defendants,   obviously." 

The  President  said,    "I  know  if   they  could  get   together  on  the  strategy. 

It  would  be  pretty  good   for   them."     Ehrlichman  said,    "Well,    I   think, 

undoubtedly,    that  will  shake  down."      (pp.    46-47) 
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44.     On  April  14,  1973,  at  approximately  6:00  p.m.  and  during  the 
meeting  specified  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  Ehrlichman  telephoned 
Kleindienst.   Ehrlichman  told  Kleindienst  that  he  had  been  conducting 
an  investigation  for  the  President.   There  was  a  discussion  of  what 
Ehrlichman  should  do  with  the  information  he  had  uncovered.   Kleindienst 
has  testified  that  Ehrlichman  told  him  that  the  testimony  that  Magruder 
had  given  to  the  U.  S.  Attorneys  would  implicate  people  high  and  low  in 
the  White  House  and  in  the  campaign  committee.   The  President  has  produced 
an  edited  transcript  of  this  conversation.  According  to  this  transcript 
Ehrlichman  stated  that  the  information  provided  by  Magruder  implicated 
people  up  and  down  in  the  Committee  to  Re-elect;  and,  when  Kleindienst 
asked  who  Magruder  implicated  besides  himself  and  Mitchell,  Ehrlichman 
answered  Dean,  LaRue,  Mardian  and  Porter. 
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Senator  Gurney.  Now,  through  this  period  of  time,  beginnLng  with 
that  assignment  on— is  it  March  .31  ? 

Mr.  EHRLicmiAN.  Thirtieth. 

Senator  Gubney.  March  30,  were  you  reporting  to  the  President 
v,'h?,t  j-ou  were  finding  out  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichiian.  I  reported  to  him  afcer  I  talked  with  Z!klr.  O'Brien 
but  very  briefly  on  that  subject,  and  I  just  said:  "I  am  beginning  to 
get  a  feel  for  this  thing  but  I  have  got  so  much  hearsay  here  I  don't 
think  it's  worth  taiiing  a  lot  of  your  time."  He  said :  "You  know,  what 
are  you.  finding  out?"'  So  I  said:  "Well  he  tells  me  there  were  these 
meetings  back  m  the  early  times  when  Liddy  had  this  plan,  and  so  on." 
I  took  him  kind  of  sketchily  through  the  O'Brien  busuiess  and  I  said : 
"This  is  hearsay  two,  three  and  in  some  cases  four  removed,"'  and 
I  said  "We  cannot  move  on  something  of  this  kind  until  we  find  out." 

Now,  in  San  Clemente  again  when  we  came  to  this  funny  conflict  be- 
tween Dean  and  Mitchell,  1  mentioned  that  to  him,  and  I  said  "We  are 
trying  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,"  and  two  or  three  times  he  said  "Have 
you  got  that  figured  out  yet?"  and  when  we  talked  on  the  airplane 
going  back  and  we  talked  about  Dean  going  to  the  gi-and  jury  and  lie 
said  finally  "I  am  not  going  to  wait,  he  is  gomg  to  go."  He  said :  "Have 
you  ever  figured  out  what  that  is,"  and  I  said  "No,  we  are  going  to 
see  Dean.  We  don't  know  what  that  is." 

Senator  Gurney.  Well,  now,  did  you  make  a  complete  report  to  the 
President? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

■Senator  Gurney.  When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  That  was  on  Saturday  morning,  April  14. 

Senator  Gurney.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  I  told  him  basically  a  narrative  of  my 
interviews  with  these  various  people  starting  with  O'Brien  and  run- 
ning through  everybody  that  is  on  this  list  exc«pt  Mitchell  and 
Magruder  whom  I  had  not  yet — with  whom  I  had  not  yet  talked  and 
Strachan  the  second  time  when  I  got  into  the  whole  question  of  Bob 
Haldeman's  involvement. 

Senator  Gurney.  Now,  so  we  can  wrap  this  up  and  I  can  release  the 
floor  here,  did  3'ou  at  that  time  give  him  a  complete  account  of  Water- 
gate as  we  know  it  now,  and  if  you  did  not,  what  portions  did  you  not 
tell  him  that  you  didn't  know?  Perhaps  we  can  get  at  it  that  way 
quickly. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  I  didn't  know,  for  instance,  any  of  the 
behind-the-scenes  business  of  the  money  beyond  what  Paul  O'Brien 
had  given  me  here  and  a  little  feel  of  it  that  Dean  had  given  me  which 
I  think  I  have  just  described  to  you  about  as  well  as  I  can.  The  sub- 
sequent interviews  that  I  had  with  particularly  Magruder  that  after- 
noon— you  see  the  outcome  of  this  report  to  the  President  was,  he  said 
"I  want  you  to  talk  to  Magruder;  I  want  you  to  talk  to  Mitchell," 
and  then  he  also  told  me  he  wanted  to  find  out  more  about  Bob 
Haldeman's  involvement.  So  those  three  followed  that  preliminary 
report  and  none  of  the  things  that  I  developed  from  any  of  them  were 
included  in  it.  "When  I  completed  them,  then  I  came  back  and  reported 
■';iat  those  three  individuals  told  me  and  laid  that  out  for  him. 

Senator  Gurney.  And  was  that  a  fairly  complete  account  of 
Watergate  ? 
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Mr.  EirRLXCHZNtAN'.  It  included  the  planning  meetings,  it  included 
the  two  entries,  p.nd  the  reasons  for  going  back.  It  included  quite  a 
lot  but  not  tlie  whole  story  of  the  coverup  by  any  means. 

Senator  Gukney.  The  fact  that  there  liad  been  one  going  on  with- 
out all  of  the  gory  details. 

Mr.  Ehrlich?.- AX.  Righr,  and  obstraction  of  justice,  both  from  the 
committee  and  Air.  Dean's  part  in  it,  I  am  frank  to  say  I  did  not  feel, 
since  the  full  implication  of  I\Ir.  Dean's  involvement  in  the  after- 
math yet  at  that  time. 

Senator  Gtirn-ey.  And  what  date  was  that? 

Mr.  Ehki>ichman.  That  was  on  Saturday,  April  14. 

Senator  Gurnet.  Wliat  was  the  President's  reaction  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  That  I  must  immediately  advise  the  Attorney 
General,  which  I  then  did  within  the  hour. 

Senator  Gtirnet.  And  that  was  the  end  of  the  meeting  ? 

Mr.  EiiRLiCHMAx.  Yes;  the  meetings  went  on,  however,  the  follow- 
.^g  day.  The  President  had  a  long  meeting  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  Mr.  Petersen,  who,  in  turn  had  had  meetings  with  the  prose- 
cutor, then  I  had  another  meeting  with  the  President  because  I  had 
seen  Gordon  Strachan  that  morning  while  the  President— Sunday 
morning— while  the  President  was  talking  to  the  Attorney  General 
and  Mr.  Petersen.  So  then,  I  had  a  further  report  to  give  to'the  Presi- 
dent, Sunday  following  that  meeting  that  he  had  had. 

Senator  Gurnet.  Can  you  very  briefly  tell  us  the  important  parts 
of  that? 

Mr.  Ehrlighman  [conferring  with  counsel]. 

Counsel  reminds  me  that  I  should  say  we  are  advised  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  an  all-night  meeting  Saturday  night  with  Mr. 
Petersen  and  with  the  U.S.  attorney  and  the  prosecutoi?  and  posted 
himself  on  things.  He  then  met  with  the  President  after  church  Sun- 
day morning.  I  met  with  the  President  after  that.  We  then  had  a 
further  meeting  later  on  that  Sunday,  I  had  one  or  two  meetings,  I 
forgot  which,  I  got  home  and  was  told  to  turn  around  and  come  back 
so  we  had  another  Sunday  night  meeting  at  which  the  President 
went  over  and  over  this  information  and  I  think  it  was  at  that  time 
that  I  called  Mr.  Gray  and  discovered  the  documents  had  been 
destroyed  and  so  we  went  over  that  at  length  and  implications  of  that 
and  I  had  further  conversations  with  the  Attomey  General,  I  guess, 
the  next  morning  but  this  went  on  over  a  period  of  about  4  days,  Fri- 
day, Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday. 

Senator  Gurnet.  Then,  it  was  April  17  that  the  President  issued 
his  statement  that  he  was  awai-e  of  new  developments  in  Watergate? 
'Mr.  Ehrltchman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gurnet.  I  think  I  had  better  stop  there.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
Ehrlichman. 
Thank  you  veiy  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Ervin.  The  committee  will  stand  in  recess,  until  2  o'clock. 

[^\niercupon,  at  12  50  p.m.,  the  committee  was  recessed,  to  recon- 
vene at  2  p.m.,  this  same  day.] 


(831) 


44,2     RICHARD  KLEINDIENST  TESTIMONY,    AUGUST  ?,    197Z,    9  SSC  3577-78 

3577 


ar 

I         on 
I        di 


are,  it  just  didn't  come  up.  I  know  if  he  had  told  me  that  I  would  have 
s^)ecitically  directed  him  not  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Tj[Ompsox.  Mr.  Kleindieiist,  when  Mr.  Ehrlichman  called  you 
on  April  14,  did  he  discuss  the  fact  that  he  was  conducting  or  had  con- 
ducted his  own  investigation  'i 

Mr.  Kij;iN"DiF.N-bT.  Yes,  he  did,  and  based  upon  revelations  made 
here,  I  assume  that  is  one  of  the  calls  that  was  taped.  On  Saturday 
afternoon,  April  14, 1  was  again  out  at  the  Burning  Tree  Club.  I  want 
to  tell  the  chairman  that  I  only  play  golf  on  Saturday  and  I  don't  do 
it  on  Sunday,  and  a  lot  of  these  nieetmgs  occurred  on  Saturday.  So  I 
don't  want  you  to  think  I  am  completely  profligate. 

Senator  Ervix.  The  chairman  had  to  observe  that  he,  the  chairman, 
has  never  had  a  golf  stick  in  his  hand,  he  has  had  too  many  other  things 
to  do. 

!Mr.  Kleixdienst.  I  feel  sorry  for  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Well  anyway,  back  at  Buminor  Tree :  About  3 :30  in  the  afternoon,  I 
got  a  call  from  Jan  Hruska,  Miss  Hniska,  who  is  Mr.  Ehrlichman's 
secretary,  and  she  said,  "Mr.  Kleindienst,  Mr.  Ehrlichman  is  going  to 
want  you  to  come  down  to  the  White  House  and  see  him  this  after- 
noon." And  I  said,  '"Jan,  that  is  all  right  with  me  if  I  can  come  down 
right  now  because  I  am  going  to  the  White  House  correspondents'  din- 
ner and  I  have  to  be  at  a  reception  at  6  o'clock  and  if  it  is  going  to  be 
delayed  I  will  not  be  able  to  come  down."  She  said,  'T  will  call  you  right 
back."  A  couple  of  minutes  later  she  called  me  right  back  and  said, 
"Where  can  you  be  on  the  telephone  at  5 :30?"  and  I  said,  "I  will  be  at 
home."  She  said,  "Fine,  Mr.  Ehrlichman  will  call  you  at  home  at  5 :30 
p.m."  I  rushed  home  from  Burning  Tree,  changed  my  clothes,  and  was 
dressed,  ready  to  go  to  be  there  by  6  p.m.,  so  after  I  talked  with  Mr. 
Ehrlichman  I  could  make  my  6  o'clock  reception. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman  started  out,  and  again,  I  think  he  said,  "General," 
but  I  am  not  sure,  I  would  like  to  see  the  tape  of  it. 

"Greneral,  I  have  been  meaning  to  call  you  and  give  you  a  report  but 
I  have  been  too  busy  and  I  haven't  been  able  to  do  it,  but  I  have  got 
a  report  to  make  to  you,"  and  I  said,  "What  is  that,  John?"  He  said, 
"I  have  been  conducting  an  investigation  for  the  President  with  re- 
spect to  the  possible  involvement  of  White  House  and  campaign  per- 
sonnel in  the  Watergate  situation  for  the  past  couple  of  weeks."  And 
I  said,  "Jolm,  you  mean  you  have  been  interrogating  people  with 
respe<^t  to  their  conduct?"  And  he  said,  "Yes,  I  have,"  and  I  think  I 
remember  saying,  "John,  have  you  talked  to  anybody  who  indicated 
to  you  that  they  might  have  been  involved  in  criminal  conduct,"  and 
he  said,  "Yes,  that  is  true."  And  I  Siiid,  "John,  you  want  to  be  very 
careful;  that  kind  of  information  should  go  to  the  FBI,  and  if  you 
don't  turn  it  over  to  the  Department  of  Justice  you  might  find  your- 
self in  a  situation  where  you  might  be  an  accessory  after  the  fact  or 
obstruction  of  justice." 

My  purpose  was  to  try  to  help  Mr.  Eiirlichman  out  and  give  an  indi- 
cation of  what  the  law  was  and  what  can  hap[>en  if  you  do  certain 
things.  He  said.  "Well,  it  doesn't  really  make  any  difference  any  more," 
and  I  said,  ""Why  not,  Jolin,"  and  lie  said.  "]\fr.  ^[agruder  fias  been 
over  here  at  the  White  House  this  afternoon  and  telling  us  that  he 
has  been  meetinir  with  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  and  giving  them 
testimony  and  evidence  that  would  implicate  people  high  and  low  in 
the  'Wliite  House  and  in  the  campaign  committee."  I  think  I  might 
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luvve  uttered  some  fantastic  indication  of  surprise  and  then  he  abrupt- 
ly' terminated  the  call,  as  I  remember  it,  by  saying,  "Have  a  good  time 
at  the  White  House  correspondents'  dinner,"  and  the  phone  went 
down. 

■  Needless  to  say,  I  didn't  particularly  enjoy  the  dinner.  Some  time 
that  evenmg  I  got  hold  of  Mr.  Petersen  and  told  him  that  I  had  to 
see  him,  and  this  is  one  aspect  of  this  that  I  am  not  precise  about. 

My  wife  keeps  telling  me  tliat  I  called  Henry  Petersen  first,  and  I 
always  believed  that  he  called  me.  But  in  any  event,  I  left  the  "WTiite 
House  correspondents'  dinner  early.  I  usually  stay,  it  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  gig  back  members  of  the  press  after  they  have  been 
gigging  me  all  year.  And  I  have  so  many  friends  among  them.  In  any 
event,  I  decided  to  leave  early.  When  I  got  home,  I  had  a  convei-Sii- 
tion  with  Henry,  and  he  said,  "It  is  important  that  we  get  together 
with  you  tonight."  That  was  around  12  o'clock.  I  live  out  in  McLean. 
He  and  Titus  and  Silbert  were  there  by  1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Ar^'^^'L^"*^^'^^*^"^"  ^^^  y°"  ^^^^  '''"^^'^  ^^y  °*^^^^"  conversation  with 
Mr.  Ehrhclunan  as  to  the  .liidings  of  his  investigation? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No. 

Mv.  Thompson.  Did  you  ever  find  out  what  he  in  fact  reported  to 
the  President? 

Mr.  ICleindienst.  No.  He  opened  the  conversation  up  by  sayino- 
that  I  have  been  meaning  to  call  you  before  now,  which  would  indi"^ 
cate  that  he  had  intended  to  do  so  but  hadn't. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Your  conversation  with  Titus,  and  Silbert,  and 
Petersen,  was  it  about  4  hours,  from  1  in  the  morning  to  about  5 
o'clock  ? 

Mr.  KcEiNDiENST.  Ycs,  sir. 

Mr  Thompson.  Did  they  tell  you  the  substance  of  what  Magruder 
and  Dean  had  been  telling  them,  telling  the  U.S.  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Ki.EiNDiENST.  Yes.  sir,  and  I  got  some  of  mv  wife's  personal 
stationery  and  made  rather  copious  notes  of  what  they  told  me  so  I 
could  report  it  to  the  President  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Can  you  recount  to  us  briefly  what  thev  told  vou 
at  that  time? 

Mr.  Kij:indienst.  Well,  they  in  effect  summarized  the  testimony 
or  statements  or  purported  statements  of  Magruder  and  Dean,  which 
in  one  way  oi-  another  would  imi)licate  Mr.  Mitchell.  Mr.  LaRue.  them- 
selves, Mr.  Haldeman,  Mr.  Elirlichman,  Mr.  Mardian,  you  name  it 
It  was  a  verv  lengthv  meeting.  This  is  the  fii^t  time  since  June  17. 10:2, 
that  anybody  had  given  me  any  credible  e-v-idence  that  any  of  these 
people  were  involved  in  any  way  in  either  the  coverup  or  tliat  incident. 
1  wo  of  those  men  are  two  of  the  closest  friends  I  have  liad  in  mv  life 
and  I  think  one  of  the  things  I  did  tliat  night.  I  wept.  But  it  was  a  long 
meeting,  ^fr.  Thompson,  and  it  was  a  comprehensive  mectin"-  and  I 
made  comprohonsive  notes  of  what  occurred.  "" 

•  ^^^\  '^''f^''""'''^^-  1^0  yo"  •■•^call  if  tlu-v  told  vou  that  Mr.  Dean  at  that 
time  had  made  allegations  airainst  the  President  concerniu"-  Presi- 
dential covenip?  *■ 

Mr.  Kr,EiNi>iENST.  No. 

Mr.  Tmompsox.  Thev  did  not  ? 

Mr.  Ki.EixDiKxsT.  They  said  Mr.  Magruder  was  not  looking  for 
immunity  and  Mi-.  Dean  was  baigaiiiing  with  liis  attornev  for  immu- 
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meeting  with  Mr.  Colaon  and  Mr.  Shapiro? 

A    If  it's  on  the  log,  I  did.   If  it  isn't,  I  didn't, 
I  don't  know.   It  would  have  been  in  c.y  office. 

Q    On  April  14th,  you've  testified  that  you  called  llr. 
Kleindienst  and  gave  hia  a  report  on  your  investigation. 

A    V7ell,  yes,  that's  true. 

Q    X^hat  did  you  tell  him? 

A    I  told  him  that  I  had  conducted  it. 

Q    Did  he  know  at  that  tine  .that  you  were  conducting 
an  investigation? 

A    He  knew  I  was  going  to  because  I  had  talked  to  him 
on  the  31st  of  the  previous  month.  I  didn't  gxye  him  the 
results  of  it. 

I  fcold  hln  1  had  just  talked  with  th&  President  at 
length  about  it,  that  I  was  available  to  him  should  he  want 
amy  of  theinformation  that  I  had;  that  I  had  just  talked  with 
Magruder  and  Mitchell,  I  believe,  and  that  fron  what  I  had 
heard  and  what  I  had  reported  to  the  President,  that  Mr. 
Mitchell,  at  least  according  to  Magruder,  was  directly  and 
seriously  implicated  in  the  break- in. 

Q    Mr.  Mitchell  was? 

A    Yes,  auid  that  the  President  wanted  me  to  call  and 
say  that  to  him,  and  say  that  X  was  available  should  he  wish 
any  of  the  other  information  I  had. 

Q    Did  you  instruct  Mr .Kleindienst  to  do  anything? 
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A    No,  I  don't  believe  so. 

Q    Did  you  suggest  that  he  do  anything? 

A    I  don't  know  whether  I  told  hia  that  the  President 
wjinted  to  meet  with  him,  or  whether  tha  President  told  hin. 
But  that  was  arranged  around  that  sane  period  of  tine. 

Q    But  you  don't  recall  that  it  was  ZLrrangad  through 
your  telephone  call  to  Mr.  Kleindienst  on  that  day? 

A    It  may  have  been ,  or  I  may  have  just  handed  the 
phone  to  the  President.   I  made  the  call  in  the  President's 
office.   I  may  have  just  handed  him  the  telephone. 

Q    Did  you  use  the  President's  telephone,,  his  personal 
telephone? 

A    Yes,  one  of  them. 

Q    I  assume  that  would  have  been  taped. 

A    I  don't  know.   The  room,  I  understanci',  is  taped  so 
that  my  end  would  be  taped  anyway.   I  used  the  telephone,  over 
by  the  couch.   I  don't  know  whether  that's  one  of  those  that's 


in  the  system  or  not  over  there. 

Q    So  you  did  not  tell  Mr.  Kleindienst  any   of  the 
underlying  facts,  or  any  facts  at  all  which  yon  had  learned 
In  your  investigation,  except  that  yoa  did  tell  hin  your  con—  j 
elusion  that  Mr.  Mitchell  evidently,  at  least  according  to 
some  testimony, was  seriously  involved? 

A    Right. 

Q    Did  you  tell  him  that  Mr.  Magruder  was  talking,  had. 
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been  to  the  prosecutors? 

A    That  was  discussed .   I  think  what  was  discussed  vas 
that  I  had  talked  to  him,  but  I  had  r.ot  talked  to  hin  until 
after  he  had  been  to  the  prosecutors, 

Q    I  believe  you  have  testified  in  a  Senate  corxaittee  j 

i 

about  a  meeting  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Dean,  !1r.  Helms,  and 
I-Ir.  Colby  on  December  15th,  1972. 

A    yes. 

Q    What  was  thepurpose  of  that  loeeting? 

A    Thatraeeting  was  for  the  p^orpose  pf  enabling  the 
CIA  and  the  White  House  to  respond  to  a  request  from  the 
United  States  Attorney  for  information  about  the  relationship 
between  Mr.  Hunt  and  the  CIA  in  1971. 

Q    Did  the  people  from  the  CIA,  Mr.  Helms  emd  Mr.  Colby, 
bring  with  them  to  that  meeting  a  list  or  an.  actual  package 
of  the  documents,  materials,  and  answers  to  inquiries,  which 
they  had  gathered  up  in  response  to  the  questions  put  by  the 
prosecutors? 

A    I  don't  believe  so.   I  don't  recall. seeing  that. 
Q    Was  there  any  discussion  of  the  material  or  infonaa-j 
tion  or  answers  to  questions  that  they  had  gotten,  together    • 
.  in  response  to  the  prosecutors*  questions? 

A    Yes,  wa  discussed  the  questions  and  what  the  answers| 


were  thought  to  be. 
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And  that  was  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  wasn't  it? 
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Q  Did  there  come  a  tline  whan  you  learned  that  Mr. 
Ehrllchnaa  was  conductLng  an  Lovestlgacion  or  said  he  was 
going  to  conduct  an  investigation? 

A    Yes,  sir.  There  came  a  tiae  when  he  said  that  he 
vas.  That  was  Saturday  evening  at  5:30.  April  14th,  1973. 
Q    And  was  that  a  surprise  to  you? 

A    That  conversation  and  what  ensued  that  night  in  ny 
hooe  was  the  nost  shocking  day  of  niy  life,  I  '©less.   I'll  never 
forget  it. 

Q    What  occurred? 
A    Again,  it's  a  Saturday.   I'm  at  Burning  Tree  playing 
golf.   I  don't  play  on  Sunday  because  that's  a  25  year  agree- 
ment with  ay  wife.   I  play  on  Saiitirday  and  stav  home  on  Sun- 
day. 

About  3:30,  the  telephone  rang.   It  was  Mr.  Ehrlich 
man's  secretary,  Hisa  Hruska.   She  said  that.'^Mr.  Ehrlichsan 
will  want  you  to  cocse  down  and  see  him  some  time  this  after- 
noon." 

I  think  that  irritated  me  a  little  bit.  I  think  I 
said,  "^an,  I  can  cone  down  right  now,  but  I  can't  do  It  later 
because  I  have  to  be  at  a  reception  at  the  White  House  Corres- 
pondents Dinner  downtown  at  6:00  o'clock." 

She  said,  "I'll  call  you  right  back."  Five  minutes 
later,  she  called  back  and  raid,  '".Jell,  you  don't  have  to 
come  down  to  see  Mr.  Ehrlichman.   Where  will  you  be  where  he 
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can   talk   to  you  on  the   telephone  at  5:30?"     And   I   said,    "I'll 

be  at  home." 

I  got  hone  in  time  to  change  my  clothes  and  put  on 

my  dinner  clothes  so  I  could  talk  to  him  and  then  leave  and 

be  there  at  6:00  o'clock. 

The  telephone  rang  at  precisely  5:30.  Ehrlichaan 

started  out  by  saying,  "General,  I've  been  meaning  to  call  you 
to  report  to  you  about  my  investigation  that  I've  been  conduct- 
ing with  respect  to  the  Watergate  matter,  and  I'm  sorry  that 
1  haven't  been  able  to  do  it  before  now." 

And  I  said,  "John,  have  you  been  conducting  a  per- 
sonal investigation?"  He  said,  "Yes."  I  said,  "Have  you  been 
Interrogating  people?"  He  said,  "Yes,  I  have."  I  said,  "Have 
you  been  talking  to  anybody  to  anybody  that  would  indicate 
that  they  were  in  violation  of  crizainal  laws?"  He  said,  "Yes, 

I  have." 

Then  I  remember  saying,  "Joan,  I  think  you  should 
be  very  careful.   If  you  have  in  your  possession  evidence 
about  violation  of  the  criminal  laws  of  anybody,  it  should  be 
given  to  the  FBI,  or  you  could  find  yourself  in  an  obstruction 
of  justice  or  be  an  accessory  after  the  fact." 

Then  I  distinctly  remember  him  saying,  'Veil,  it 
doesn't  make  any  difference  now."  And  I  said,  "Why  not?"  Andj 
he  said,  'Well,  tlr.  Magruder  has  been  over  here  all  afternoon  i 
telling  us  what  he  has  been  telling  the  United  States  Attorney's 
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office  and  that  wliat  he's  been  telling  us  —  saying  to  than  --' 

implicates  people  high  and  low  in  the  V/hite  House  and  the 

Campaign  Cocmittee.   Have  a  good  time  at  the  White  House 

Correspondents  Dinner."   Click.   Down  goes  the  phone.   That's  ' 

■  i 

all  I  ever  knew  about  that,  f 

Q    Let  me  back  track  in  time  and  then  we'll  pick  up 
again.  We  sort  of  got  ahead  of  ourselves. 

Sometime  in  February,  late  February  of  1973,^  did 
you  have  a  conversation  with  President  Nixon. concerning  the- 
Ervin  Committee? 

A    Well,  I  remember  tallying  to  him  on  the  telephone  a 
couple  of  times  about  that  situation. 
Q    What  do  you  recall? 
A    The  general  subject  matter  was  that  I  think,  because 
of  the  request  of  Senator  Baker,  that  I  was  to  be  the  liaison 
between  the  White  House  and  the  minority  menbars  of  the  Ecvin 
Committee  with  respect  to  their  procedures.  Apd  the  thing 
that  was  troublesome  to  the  White  House,  at  that  time,  were 
the  terms  and  circumstances  under  which  top  people  at  the 
^•niite  House,  such  as  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman.  and  Dean,  et 
cetera,  were  going  to  be  giving  testimony  to  the  Efvin  Com- 
mittee.  That  was  the  general  subject  matter. 

Once,  the  President  reported  to  me  thatjsomebody  on 


Baker's  staff  had  complained  to  the  '.Thite  House  that  1  wasn't  1 

i 
available  to  Senator  Baker,  and  that  got  me  upset  because     ■ 


DV 
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SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 

April  14.  1973,  6:00  p.m. 


On  April  14,  1973  at  approximately  6:00  p.m.,  Ehrlicfiman 
had  a  telephone  conversation  with  Kleindienst.  Ehrlichman  told 
Kleindienst  that  he  wanted  to  bring  him  up  to  date  on  what  Ehrlichman 
had  been  doing.  For  about  the  last  three  weeks,  Ehrlichman  said,  "the 
President  has  had  me  trying  to  gather  together,  as  you  know,  a  certain 
amount  of  law  and  facts  to  be  in  a  position  to  kind  of  substitute  for 
Dean,  and  to  advise  him  on  the  White  House  involvement,  but  even  broader 
involvement,  in  this  whole  transaction."  Ehrlichman  said  that  he  gave  the 
President  a  summary  the  preceding  day,  that  a  lot  of  it  was  hearsay,  but 
some  of  it  was  pretty  reliable.  He  said  he  had  told  the  President  that  he 
had  "encountered  people  who  appeared  to  be  reticent  to  come  forward  because 
they  somehow  felt  that  the  Presidency  was  served  by  their  not  coming  for- 
ward," and  that  the  President  had  him  talk  to  certain  of  them  and  "straighten 
them  around  of  /.sic?  that  point."   (pp.  1-2) 

Ehrlichman  told  Kleindienst  that  he  had  talked  to  "your  prede- 
cessor" Mitchell  and  to  Magruder,  who  "had  just  come  back  from  telling 
everything  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney"  minutes  before  he  came  to  see  Ehrlichman. 
Ehrlichman  said  that  Magruder's  story  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney  was  "dramatically 
inconsistent"  with  what  he  had  told  the  Grand  Jury.  Magruder,  Ehrlichman 
said,  "implicates  everybody  in  all  directions  up  and  down  in  the  Committee 
to  Re-elect"-';  his  testimony  indicated  that  ,  the  re  was  a  "substantial  case 
of  perjury  against  Mitchell  and  Magruder  in  the  first  instance";  that 
Magruder  and  Mitchell  would  be  "principals"  in  the  "overall  conspiracy"; 
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(pp.  2-3)  and  that  Dean,  LaRue,  Mardian  and  Porter  were  also  implicated, 
Mardian  "largely  ...  on  the  obstruction  of  justice,"  and  LaRue  "from 
stem  to  stern."   (p.  9)  Ehrlichman  also  said  that  he  talked  to  Mitchell 
before  Magruder,  and  that  Mitchell  was  "very  steadfast  in  his  protestations 
of  innocence."   (p.  3) 

Ehrlichman  told  Kleindienst  that  "[m]y  purpose  and  intent  was  to 
advise  you  of  this  when  I  got  finished  with  this  process  and  tender  this 
information  for  whatever  purpose  it  would  serve,"  and  that  "I  now  have 
very  little  to  add  to  what  Magruder  had  already  given  the  U.  S.  Attorney." 
(p.  A) 

Ehrlichman  said  Magruder  had  told  him  that  the  U.  S.  Attorneys 
were  very  concerned  "about  Dean's  facility  for  advising  people  at  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Jury,"  that  they  knew  the  source 
of  Dean's  Information,  and  that  it  was  "from  higher  up."  Kleindienst  said 
that  he  couldn't  have  given  Dean  the  information  because  he  didn't  have  it, 
and  that  he  didn't  think  Petersen  had  done  so.   (pp.  4-5) 

They  discussed  whether  Deputy  Attorney  General  Sneed  should  be 
told  the  substance  of  their  conversation.   Kleindienst  said:   "I  think  at 
this  point  we  ought  to  think  very  hard  on  the  suggestion  I  made  to  you 
when  I  was  out  in  San  Clemente."  Ehrlichman  said  he  thought  the  President 
felt  that  Sneed  "could  do  that."  Kleindienst  replied,  "you  wouldn't  have 
any  credibility  with  it.  .  .  .   He  is  ...  a  Presidential  appointee." 
They  decided  to  discuss  it  further  on  Monday.   Kleindienst  said  that 
the  Chief  Justice  had  suggested  people  "for  that  role."  Ehrlichman  replied 
that  "Rogers  passed  those  along  to  me."   (pp.  6-7) 
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Klelndienst  told  Ehrlichman  to  "be  very  careful  what  you  do  from 

„   H  =..-H   "Your's  [sic]  is  a  very  God  damn  delicate  line  as  to  what 
here  on  out,   and  said,   '^""'-  °  >• 

you  do  to  get  information  to  give  to  the  President  and  what  you  can  do  in 
giving  information  to  the  Department  of  Justice,  you  know,  to  enforce  the 
law."   (p.  7)  Ehrllctaan  said  he  had  talked  to  many  people  in  the  course 
of  his  investigation,  and  had  found  evidence  of  conduct  which  violated 
the  law.  Kleindienst  said  he  would  talk  to  Henry  Petersen  "to  see  what  line 
we  ought  to  follow  here."  Kleindienst  asked  who  else  Ehrlichman  had  talked 
to  about  this  besides  Kleindienst,  and  Ehrlichman  said,  "The  President." 
(p.  8)  Kleindienst  said,  "I  might  want  Henry  and  I  to  get  together  with 
you,  just  so  we  don't  make  any  mistakes."   (p.  10) 
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^5.       On  April  14,  1973  the  President  had  a  telephone  conversation  with 
Haldeman  from  11:02  to  11:16  p.m.   There  was  a  discussion  of  what  would  be 
said  to  Strachan  about  the  information  Magruder  was  giving  to  the  prosecu- 
tors.  There  was  also  a  discussion  about  the  motive  for  making  payments  to 
the  defendants. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording,  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 


Page 

45.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  14,  1973, 

Exhibit  19,  In  re  Grand  Jury,  Misc.  47-73 844 

45.2  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  telephone 
conversation  between  the  President  and  H.  R. 

Haldeman,  April  14,  1973,  11:02-11:16  p.m 847 
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fur.  v;iiirE  hrjuSE 


PRCSIDENT   i;iCIIAr?0   NIXON'S   OAILY   DIAf<Y 

;._•'    PfC.ld    /■•'    1...fl    Aclrv.l,) 


ri.A::c  oay  Ij^gan 

TIIE  WIITE  HOUSE 
V.'ASiirKGTOM,    D.C. 


7:55 

8:02 
8:35 

8:.^4 

8:5A 

8:55 
9:00 

10:/.y 

i]  :32 
11:32 

11:33 

12:53 

1:5?. 

1:55 

2:13 


2:23 


8:02 

8:35 
8:42 

8:49 
8:56 


11:31 
11:30 


10:LZ 


12:30 
12:02 

11:34 

12:54 


2:13 


niONt 

K^KfftiveJ 


DAIL    (Mo..  l)j,.  Yr.)  .^ 

APRIL  14.    1973   "^" V 

TIME 


DAY  1/ 

7:55   a.m.    SATURDAY 


'4-^tca. 


The   President   motored   from  the   South   Grounds   cf   the  Uhito  House 
to    the  office  of  his   dentist.    Dr.   William  0.    Chase,    1302 
18th   St.,    N.U. 

Tlie   President   met  with   Dr.    Chase. 

The   President  motored   from  Dr.    Chase's   office   to   the   South 
Grounds   of    the  White  House. 

The  President  went   to  his  office   in   the   EOB. 

The   President   talked  with  his   Special   Assistant,    Stephen  B. 
Bull. 

The   President   talked  with   Secretary   of   Defense   Elliott  L. 
Richardson. 

The  President   met  with: 

John  D.    Ehrlichman,   Assistant 
H.   R.    Haldeman,   Assistant 

The  President    talked   with  Mr.    Bull. 

The.  president  mo^  with". 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  v;ith  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  KTiite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  by  the  First 

Lady  on  a  tour  of  the  VHiite  House  gardens.   Included  in  the 
croup  were  Miyor  Walter  E.  Washington  (D-Washington,  D.C.) 


group  were  Miyo 

and  winners  of  a  poster  contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  for 
a  More  Beautiful  National  Capital,  Inc.   for  a  list  of 
poster  contest  winners,  see  APPL'KniX  "A." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

U'hitc  House  photographer,  in/out 

Tho  President,  acco:,;paaled  by  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L. 
Ziegler,  returned  to  tlie  Oval  Office. 


'^lU'.  y/-'? 
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,  WMirE    hOUSE 


PRESIDENT  RICHARD  NIXON'S   DAILY   DIARY 

(Vt    TtJ.cl    Rt,..i.l   r..r    Tri.tl    Ad.vil,) 


PLACE  DAY  BUOAN 

TiIE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON,   D.C. 


In 


2:23 
2:24 

3:55 
4:58 
5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
8:11 
8:58 


Out 


2:24 
3:55 


4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:0-'. 


PHONE 

P==PhccJ 

R  =  Received 


DATE    (Mo..   Diy.    Y/.)  J, 

APRIL  14,    1973    /'vv 

TIME  DAY  Vj 

2:23   p.m.    SATURDAY 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr .  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

TTie  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas.   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

Thie  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  White  House 
to  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poe ,  correspondent  for  the  Kew  Orleans  Tines- 
Picayune  and  outgoing  President  of  the  ifliite  House 
Correspondents'  Association 
Ted  Kiiap ,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Koward  Newspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  I'Thitc  House  Correspondents'  Asso-.:iation. 
Mr.  Knap  presenteu  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  ISth  century  globe  crafted  by  Williar-.sbur;-, 
silversmiths.   For  a  list  of  ctlier  head  table  guests,  sea 
APPENUTX  "13." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

White  House  photographer,  in/out 
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./KITE   HOUSE 


PRESIDENT  HICHAIiD   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIARY 

'*;ce  Tiivct  Rc^onl  li.f  Ttavti   Acliwttrt 


PLArE  DAY   111  GAM 

■niE  WIITE  HOUSE 
WASllTt.'CTOM,  1).C. 


10:20 

10:28 

[-ill:02 
11:20 

11:22 


10:26 


11:16 


11:53 


pllONir; 
H.-^Placcl 


..TE  (Mo.  Di7.  Yr.)       \' ,\n^ 

APraL  U,    1973    "i.i 

TIME        DAY         " 

9:0A  p.m.  SATURDAY 


The  President  returned  to  his  limousine.   He  was  accompanied  by: 
'rhe  First  Lady- 
Mr.  Poe 
Mr.  Knapp 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  Washington 
Hilton  Hotel  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  returned  to  the  second  floor 
Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Kissinger.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

Tha  President  talked  v/ith  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

For  a  record  of  the  President's  activities  after  midnight,  sea 
the  Daily  Diary  for  April  15,  1973. 


:d/si;/jd 
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SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  14.  1973,  11;02  p.m.  to  11;16  p.m. 

On  April  14,  1973,  the  President  and  Haldeman  had  a  telephone 
conversation  from  11:02  to  11:16  p.m„  The  edited  White  House  transcript 
begins  with  the  notation,  "[mjaterial  not  related  to  Presidential  actions 
deleted."  The  President  said  that  he  thought  some  of  "Magruder's  stuff" 
could  be  "exaggerated,"  and  that  he  was  "obviously  flailing  around  like  a 
wild  man  at  the  present  time."  Haldeman  disagreed,  but  said  that  Magruder 
"was  frantic"  earlier.  The  President  said  he  just  didn't  know  how  it  was 
going  to  come  out.   And,  he  said,  "I  was  serious  when  I  said  to  John  at 
the  end  there,  damn  it  all,  these  guys  that  participated  in  raising  money, 
etc.  have  got  to  stick  to  their  line  —  that  they  did  not  raise  this  money 
to  obstruct  justice."  Haldeman  replied  that  he  sure  didn't  think  they  were 
and  he  didn't  think  they  did,  with  maybe  some  exceptions.   The  President 
said,  "Right.   Right.  Of  course,  I  suppose  there  they  will  say,  like 
McCord  has  said,  that  that  was  the  purpose.   That  somebody  told  him  that. 
That  doesn't  mean  anything."  Haldeman  replied,  "Yeah,"  and  the  President 
said  that  the  question,  of  course,  was  Liddy  and  the  others.   "It  is  the 
word  of  felons  against  the  word  of  the  men  that  raised  the  money,  huh?" 
Haldeman  said  that  was  right,  "lyjou  just  don't  know  how  much  will  come 
out  in  that  way  either." 

The  President  said  that  he  thought  "we  pretty  much  know  what  the 
worst  is,"  that  he  didn't  know  "what  the  hell  else  they  could  have  that  is 
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any  worse.  «  .  .  Unless  there  is  something  that  I  don't  know,  unless 
somebody's  got  a  piece  of  paper  that  somebody  signed  or  some  damned  thing, 
but  that  I  doubt."  Haldeman  said  that  it  didn't  appear  there  was  such  a 
thing,  that  there  had  been  no  hint  of  that.  He  told  the  President  that 
"[w]hat  you  hear  is  all  stuff  that  has  been  hinted  at,"  that  it  went 
"further  than  what  was  in  some  areas,  but  that  it's  obviously  totally 
consistent,  basically,  with  everything  John  has  developed."   (pp.  2-3) 

The  President  asked  If  either  Haldeman  or  Ehrllchman  should 
fill  Colson  in  on  Magruder,  since  they  had  no  Interest  in  getting  him  up 
there  guilty  on  a  perjury  charge.   Haldeman  replied  that  "there  is  nothing 
Jeb  said  that  is  Inconsistent  with  anything  that  Chuck  has  said."  The 
President  said  that  could  be  right,  that  Colson  could  say,  "yes,  the  Llddy 
project,  sure  but  I  thought  the  Llddy  project  was  something  else."  Haldeman 
said  that  was  right,  that  was  what  he  did  say;  the  President  said,  "He  does, 
huh?";  and  Haldeman  replied,  "Yeah."   (p.  3) 

There  followed  a  discussion  of  the  "P.R.  thing,"  the  position 
they  should  take  with  respect  to  testimony  before  the  Committee,  and  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  live  television  coverage,   (pp.  3-5)  The 
President  asked  Haldeman  to  "discuss  public  or  private  thing"  with  Rogers 
and  Connally.  Haldeman  told  the  President  that  he  would  not  tell  Connally 
about  "the  Magruder,"  that  Haldeman  shouldn't  tell  Rogers,  because  Haldeman 
was  "not  supposed  to  know,"  and  that  "Kleindienst  is  worried  about  John 
giving  the  Information  to  anybody."  Haldeman  agreed  to  the  President's 
request  to  ask  Connally  and  Rogers  for  "their  considered  judgment,  should 
you  be  on  television."   (pp.  6-7) 

->2- 
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They  discussed  Dean,  and  whether  they  should  "back  down."  The 
President  said  that  "I  would  just  say,  because  of  all  those  charges  that 
have  been  around  these  men  are  entitled  to  be  heard  in  public.  .  .  .  And 
I  want  them  heard  in  public,  and  I  want  them  to  tell  their  story  in 
public."   (pp.  7-8) 

The  President  then  raised  the  subject  of  Strachan,  saying  "one 
person  you  do  tell  and  I  —  and  he  can  still  say  that  he  just  told  him 
to  tell  the  truth.  You  ought  to  tell  Strachan,  but  tell  him  — ."  Haldeman 
told  the  President,  "John  is  telling  him."  The  President  replied,  "John 
is,  but  not  in  a  way  that  Strachan  indicates  that  he  knows  what  the  other 
fellow  said,"  and  Haldeman  said  that  was  right.   The  President  asked 
whether  Strachan  was  "smart  enough  to  do  that,"  and  Haldeman  said,  "Yes." 
The  President  said  Strachan  had  to  be  prepared  that  he  was  going  to  be 
asked  this  and  was  going  to  be  asked  that;  "John  should  put  him  through 
a  little  wringer  there."  Haldeman  said,  "Yep."  The  President  said  that 
John  was  the  one  who  should  do  it,  he  was  conducting  an  investigation  for 
the  President.  Haldeman  added  that  Ehrlichman  had  the  information  and  that 
he  didn't,  though  he  could  reconstruct  part  of  it.  The  President  said, 
"That's  right.   I  agree.   But  John  will  know  the  questions  too."  Haldeman 
said,  "The  specific  points  is  what  he  needs  to  cover."   (pp.  8-9) 

The  edited  transcript  ends  with  the  notation,  "material  not 
related  to  Presidential  actions  deleted."   (p.  9) 
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46.     On  April  14,  1973,  from  11:22  to  11:53  p.m.,  the  President  had 
a  telephone  conversation  with  John  Ehrlichman.   There  was  a  discussion 
of  what  Ehrlichman  would  say  to  Colson  and  Strachan  about  his  conver- 
sation with  Magruder,  and  what  Ehrlichman  would  say  to  Dean  about  a  plan 
to  deal  with  obstruction  of  justice  allegations.   There  was  also  a  dis- 
cussion of  whether  Haldeman  should  be  dismissed. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  this  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has 
been  prepared. 


Page 
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8:47 

8:54 

8:55 
9:00 

10:4y 

i]  :32 
11:32 

-11:33 
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8:35 
8:42 
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APRIL  14,   1973   "->- 

riME  DAY  Xj 

7:55    a.n.    SAHJ RDA Y 


The   President   motored    from   the   South   Grounds   of    the  V.liite  House 
to    the  office   of  his   dentist.    Dr.   William  0.    Chase,   1302 
18th   St. ,   N.U. 

The   President  met  with  Dr.    Chase. 

The   President  motored   from  Dr.    Chase's   office   to   the  South 
Grounds  of   the  UTiite  House. 

The  President  went   to  his   office   in  the  E03. 

The   President   talked  with  his   Special  Assistant,   Stephen  B. 
Bull. 

The  President  talked  with   Secretary  of  Defense   Elliott  L. 
Richardson. 

The  President  met  with: 

John  D.  Elirlichman,  Assistant 
H.  R.  Haldenian,  Assistant 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

Thi  president  mil   with". 

Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Assistant 

Gen.  Mcxander  II.  Haig,  Jr.,  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Bull. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  net  \;ith  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  went  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  Vmite  House. 

The  President  greeted  tourists  being  escorted  by  the  First 

Lady  on  a  tour  of  the  VJliite  House  gardens.   Included  in  the 
group  v;ere  Mayor  Walter  E.  Washington  (D-Washington,  CO.) 
and  winners  of  a  poster  contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  for 
a  More  Beautiful  National  Capital,  Inc.   for  a  list  of 
poster  contest  winners,  see  ,\Pri:'.NT)IX  "A. 

Members  of  the  press,  In/out 

U''nitc  House  photographer,  in/cut 

■Iho  President,  accpt.ip.iniud  hy  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L. 
Zicglcr,  returned  to  tlie  Oval  Offii-e. 
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.  V/HITE   HOUSE 


PRESIDENT   RICHARD   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIAHY 

IStt  T.jvtl  He. ..J  I,,,  lnvcl  Acriv,:,) 


F'LA(  E   1;AY   UEGAN 


Till:  WHITE   HOUSE 
WASHINGTON,    D.C. 


DATE   (Mo..  D«r.   yr  )  4 

APRIL  14,    1973    / V>^ 

TIME  DAY  Vj 

2:23   p.m.    SATURDAY 


PHONE 

P  =  l'hccJ 

R  =  R«e.»cd 


2:23 
2:24 

3:55 
4:58 
5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 
8:11 
8:58 


2:24 
3:55 


4:59 
6:45 


6:09 


9:04 


The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  talked  with  the  First  Lady. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  was  telephoned  long  distance  by  Senator  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kansas)  in  Salina,  Kansas.   Mr.  Bull  took  the  call. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  his  daughter,  Julie.   The  call 
was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  daughter,  Julie. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  White  House 
to  the  Washington  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  greeted  by: 

Edgar  A.  Poe,  correspondent  for  the  New  Orleans  Tines- 
Picayune  and  outgoing  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 
Ted  Knap,  correspondent  for  Scripps-Howard  Newspaper 
Alliance  and  incoming  President  of  the  White  House 
Correspondents'  Association 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  head  table  in  the 
International  Ballroom. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 

dinner  hosted  by  the  l>Jhite  House  Correspondents'  Association 
Mr.  Knap  presented  the  President  with  a  sterling  silver 
replica  of  an  18th  century  globe  crafted  by  Williarasbur.; 
silversmiths.   For  a  list  of  other  head  table  guests,  see 
APPENDIX  "B." 

Members  of  the  press,  in/out 

White  House  photographer,  in/out 
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10:28 

4-11:02 
11:20 


11:22 


10:26 


11:16 
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PRESIDENV   RICI1A!?D   NIXON'S   DAILY   DIAt^Y 
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..TE  (Mo  ,  Djt.  Yr.)      ^  , 

APRIL  lA.  1973 i^ 

TIME       DAY 

9:0A  p.m.  SATURDAY 


The  President  returned  to  his  limousine.   He  was  accompanied  by; 
The  First  Lady 
Mr.  Poe 
Mr .  Knapp 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  motored  from  the  Washington 
Hilton  Hotel  to  the  South  Grounds  of  the  White  House. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  returned  to  the  second  floor 
Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Haldeman. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Kissinger.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  talked  v;ith  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

For  a  record  of  the  President's  activities  after  midnight,  see 
the  Daily  Diary  for  April  15,  1973. 
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46.2     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WRITE  ROUSE  EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  14,    1973,    11:22-11:53  P.M.    TELEPRONE  CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  14.  1973.  11:22  p.m.  to  11:53  p.m. 


On  April  14,  1973,  the  President  and  Ehrlichman  had  a  telephone 
conversation  from  11:22  to  11:53  p.m.   The  transcript  begins  with  the  no- 
tation "MATERIAL  NOT 'RELATED  TO  PRESIDENTIAL  ACTIONS  DELETED."  Ehrlichman 
informed  the  President  that  he  intended  to  see  Strachan,  Dean,  and  pos- 
sibly Ziegler  the  next  morning.   They  discussed  the  Ervin  Committee  hearings 
and  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  public  or  private  hearings.   The 
President  said  he  thought  they  should  take  the  position  that  "the  men  in 
the  White  House  staff,  that  have  been  charged,  etc.  have  a  right'  to  be  heard 
publicly  and  that's  that  -  under  certain  proper  ground  rules."   (pp.  1-2) 

The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  if  he  shouldn't  give  Colson  "at 
least  a  touch  up  .  .  .  or  is  that  dangerous  according  to  Kleindienst?" 
Ehrlichman  answered  that  he  didn't  think  he  should  say  anything  to  Colson 
about  John  Dean,  but  that  he  could  tell  Colson  that  he  understood  Magruder 
had  talked.   The  President  said  he  thought  they  owed  it  to  Colson,  so  he 
didn't  "go  in  there  and  well  frankly  on  a  perjury  rap."  Ehrlichman  said 
he  didn't  think  "he  is  in  any  danger  on  that,"  and  the  President  asked, 
"Why  wouldn't  he  be  in  any  danger,  because  he's  got  his  story  and  knows 
pretty  well  what  he  is  going  to  say?"  Ehrlichman  replied,  "Yeah,  I  think 
he  is  pretty  pat,  but  I  will  talk  to  him  in  the  morning  and  give  him  a 
cautionary  note  anyway."   (pp.  3-4) 

Ehrlichman  told  the  President  he  had  an  urgent  message  to  call 
Colson.   The  President  said, the  "urgent  call  may  be  just  what  we 
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know,  or  it  may  be  more  of  something  on  our  friend"  Hunt.  The  President 
said,  "There  isn't  a  damn  thing  you  can  do  about  that  either."   (pp.  4-5) 

Ehrlichman  said  he  would  probably  see  Kleindienst  the  next  day, 
and  the  President  told  Ehrlichman  to  tell  Kleindienst  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Special  Prosecutor  "would  be  a  terrible  reflection  on  the  system  of 
justice"  and  that  the  "Administration  would  be  in  effect  admitting  that  the 
Justice  Department  was  so  corrupt  that  it  couldn't  prosecute."  The  President 
said  that  "the  Special  Prosecutor  thing  can  only  open  other  avenues  poten- 
tially.  I  don't  mean  that  there  is  anything  you  want  to  cover  up,  but  you 
know.  He  will  just  go  through  and  —  "  Ehrlichman  said,  "I  think  it  is 
folly."   (p.  5) 

The  President  said,  "I  just  feel  that  I  have  to  be  in  a  position 
to  be  clean  and  to  be  forthcoming,  etc."  He  asked  Ehrlichman  to  "[r]e- 
think  a  little  bit  more  about  that  Haldeman  thing."  Ehrlichman  responded, 
"I  don't  think  he  is  in  that  bad  shape."  They  discussed  Magruder's  testi- 
mony and  his  credibility  as  a  witness.  Ehrlichman  said  that  ".  .  .it 
sounded  credible,  but  I  can't  vouch  for  it  obviously.  And  that's  one  of 
the  reasons  I  want  to  get  Gordon  in."  The  President  asked  about  Mitchell's 
situation.  Ehrlichman  answered  that  he  was  sure  Mitchell  would  be  indicted, 
but  that  Mitchell  could  "file  89  motions,"  which  would  take  a  good  deal  of 
time  and  likely  delay  the  Ervin  Committee.   (pp.  6-10) 

The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  if  Ehrlichman  should  talk  to 
Ervin.  Ehrlichman  said  no.  The  President  told  Ehrlichman  that  he  felt 
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he  should  give  up  his  claim  of  executive  privilege  where  wrongdoing  is 
charged,  that  doing  so  "puts  the  President  in  the  position  of  being  as 
forthcoming  as  we  can  —  want  the  facts  out  ..."  and  that  Ehrlichman 
could  present  it  as  a  compromise  with  the  Committee.   (pp.  10-12) 

At  this  point,  there  is  a  notation,  "MATERIAL  NOT  RELATED  TO 
PRESIDENTIAL  ACTIONS  DELETED."   (p.  12)   The  President  said  that  he  be- 
lieved Haldeman  to  be  not  guilty,  and  that  he  would  not  take  a  resignation 
from  a  man  who  is  innocent.   "That  is  wrong.  That  is  contrary  to  our 
system,  and  I  am  going  to  fight  for  him."  The  President  said,  "If  evi- 
dence is  brought  out  to  the  contrary,  fine.  Then  we  will  take  a  look  at 
it."   (pp.  12-13) 

There  followed  a  discussion  of  approaching  "our  own  leaders," 
telling  them  that  the  White  House  staff  was  going  to  testify 

The  President  said  that  "you  say,  they  have  all  given  sworn 
statements  on  this  thing,  and  we  feel  that  we  are  due  our  day  in  court, 
etc.,  etc."  The  President  agreed  with  Ehrlichman's  suggestion  that  they 
be  given  a  copy  of  Haldeman' s  statement.   Ehrlicliman  said  that  the 
President  "could  trace  the  history  of  our  attempt-  to  cooperate  with 
Ervin."   (pp.  13-14) 

There  is  a  notation  "MATERIAL  NOT  RELATED  TO  PRESIDEtJTL^L  ACTIONS 
DELETED."   (p.  lA)   There  was  further  discussion  of  Haldeinan's  situation. 
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The  President  asked  whether  he  should  discharge  all  persons  about  whom 
suspicions  have  been  raised,  and  what  appearance  such  a  course  would  have. 
The  President  said,  "I  am  not  one  who  is  going  to  say,  look,  while  this 
guy  is  under  attack,  I  drop  him."  Ehrlichman  said  nothing  would  be  gained 
by  it,  "[t]he  problem  doesn't  go  away."  The  President  agreed  that,  if 
"Nixon's  top  person,  closest  man  to  him,  in  the  office  four  or  five  hours 
a  day"  went,  they  would  say,  "Everything  must  be  wrong!"  Ehrlichman  re- 
plied, "Yep  -  that  is  it.   That  is  like  separating  Siamese  twins."  The 
President  said,  "[S]o  there  will  be  fragments  here  and  there.  Well,  people 
make  mistakes,  but  you  don't  fire  a  guy  for  a  mistake  do  you?  .  .  .  Not  for 
a  well-intentioned  mistake."   (pp.  14-16) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  he  intended  to  talk  to  Dean  "to  try  to  get 
him  around  a  bit,  ...  to  get  off  this  passing  the  buck  business,"  that  it 
was  "a  little  touchy"  and  he  didn't  know  "how  far  I  can  go."  The  President 
said  "John,  that  is  not  going  to  help  you."  The  President  said  that  Dean  "has 
to  look  down  the  road  to  one  point  that  there  is  only  one  man  who  could  re- 
store him  to  the  ability  to  practice  law  in  case  things  go  wrong.  He's  got 
to  have  that  in  the  back  of  his  mind."  Ehrlichman  said,  "Uh,  huh,"  and  the 
President  said  "He's  got  to  know  that  will  happen.   You  don't  tell  him,  but 
you  know  and  I  know  that  with  him  and  Mitchell  there  isn't  going  to  be  any 
damn  question,  because  they  got  a  bad  rap." 

At  this  point,  there  is  a  notation  "MATERIAL  NOT  RELATED  TO 
PRESIDENTIAL  ACTIONS  DELETED"   (p.  17)   In  regard  to  Ehrlichman 's  talk 
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with  Kleindienst  the  next  day,  the  President  said,  "...  with  him  I  would 
be  very  tough.   I  would  say  Dick  —  just  don't  mess  around  —  they  are 
after  Mitchell,  and  they  are  going  to  get  him  at  the  present  time.   At 
least,  that's  what  our  information  indicates  and  so  here  is  where  we  go." 
(p.  17) 

They  discussed  the  possibility  of  Kleindienst 's  resignation. 
The  President  said  "He  shouldn't.   Well,  you  know,  when  I  come  to  think 
about  it,  basically,  he  should  for  other  reasons.   If  we  could  get  the 
Ellsberg  case  over,  I  would  just  like  to  get  that  FBI  fellow." 

The  President  asked  if  Ehrlichman  was  going  to  talk  to  Ziegler  about 
getting  out"the  fact  that  you  have  conducted  a  thorough  investigation?" 
Ehrlichman  said,  "We  will  work  on  that.   I  think  there  is,"  and  the  President 
said,  "I  think  we  have  to  get  that  out."   (p.  18) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  the  story  was  out  that  Colson  and  Mitchell 
were  both  at  the  White  House,  and  he  therefore  suspected  that  "somebody  is 
going  to  start  stringing  all  this  together."  The  President  and  Ehrlichman 
discussed  the  statement  they  might  make.   Ehrlichman  said  he  thought  that 
he  wouldn't  have  to  say  he  had  seen  them,  they  could  just  say  "we  have  had 
a  job  of  work  going  on  for  several  weeks."  The  President  said  that 
Ehrlichman  could  say  that,  because  of  the  charges  that  had  been  made,  the 
President  wanted  an  independent  investigation  made  and  directed  Ehrlichman 
to  make  it,  and  that  if  there  was  anybody  who  was  guilty,  he  must  through 
the  judicial  processes  be  brought  to  the  bar.   Ehrlichman  suggested  that  it 
could  be  simply  to  aid  the  President  in  analyzing  the  steps  that  ought  to 
be  taken,  that  the  President  was  being  asked  "to  do  a  lot  of  extraordinary 
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things."  The  President  said,  "Iy]ou  could  say  the  President  wants  this 
matter  cleaned  up,  once  and  for  all.  ...   It  has  been  hanging  around 
and  yakked  about.   Innocent  people  have  been  hurt  in  the  process  .  .  .  and 
we  want  this  thing  finished."  Ehrllchman  said  that  for  the  President  to 
come  to  any  sort  of  judgment  on  proposals  for  a  special  commission  and  the 
like,  "you  have  to  have  a  pretty  clear  understanding  of  the  facts."  The 
President  said,  "Right.   Well,  with  Dean  I  think  you  can  talk  to  him  in 
confidence  about  a  thing  like  that,  don't  you?"  Ehrlichman  said  that  he 
was  not  sure,  that  he  did  not  know  how  much  to  lean  on  that  reed  at  the 
moment,  but  that  he  would  sound  it  out.   The  President  said  that  Ehrlichman 
should  tell  Dean  that  "the  President  thinks  you  have  carried  a  tremendous 
load,  and  his  affection  and  loyalty  to  you  is  just  undiminished,"  and  that 
"we  can't  get  the  President  involved  in  this.  His  people,  that  is  one 
thing.  We  don't  want  to  cover  up,  but  there  are  ways."  The  President  said 
that  Ehrlichman  should  start  with  Dean  "certainly  on  the  business  of  ob- 
struction of  justice,"  and  that  Ehrlichman  should  say,  "Look,  John  -  we 
need  a  plan  here."  Ehrlichman  said  that  he  was  "not  sure  I  can  go  that 
far  with  him,"  and  the  President  said,  "No.  He  can  make  the  plan  up." 
Ehrlichman  said,  "I  will  sound  it  out."   (pp.  18-20) 
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At  the  end  of  the  conversation,  the  President  said,  "[W]hile 

it  is  painful,  I  just  feel  better  about  getting  the  damn  thing  done,  . 

I  mean,  after  all,  it  is  my  job  and  I  don't  want  the  Presidency  tarnished, 

but  also  I  am  a  law  enforcement  man."   (p.  21) 
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47.     During  the  evening  of  April  14,  1973  Petersen  was  briefed  by 
the  prosecutors  on  the  information  furnished  by  Dean  and  Magruder. 
Petersen  telephoned  Kleindienst  and  arranged  to  report  to  him  immediately. 
On  April  15,  1973  Kleindienst  met  at  his  home  with  Petersen,  United  States 
Attorney  Titus,  and  chief  prosecutor  Silbert  from  approximately  1:00  a.m. 
to  5:00  a.m.   Kleindienst  was  briefed  on  evidence  implicating  high 
White  House  and  CRP  officials  in  the  Watergate  break-in  and  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  government's  investigation.   Kleindienst  decided  to  arrange 
a  meeting  with  the  President  that  morning. 
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I 
so  I  called  Jolni  Dean  on  tlie  telephone  and  told  liim,  John,  there  is  no 
point  in  my  cominp  over  there,  we  are  poinjr  to  recommend  jail  time 
and  these  people  are  goinc;  to  be  immunized  and  we  then  discussed 
wiuit  imniuniry  meant,  wliat  the  alternatives  are— and  tiiey  are:  you 
can  be  contumiicious  and  po  to  jail  almost  immediately  or  you  can  lie 
and  take  your  risk  that  the  Goveiiunent  will  be  able  to  piove  it,  which 
may  give'vou  a  little  bit  of  time,  or  you  can  cooperate,  and  I  spelled 
those  out  for  him  and  that  ended  the  convei-sation. 

Mr.  Dash.  We  have  had  testimony  from  iNIr.  Kleindienst  and  I  think 
Mr.  Kleindienst  indicated  that  you  perhaps  would  be  our  better  wit- 
ness as  to  what  occurred  on  April  14  which  led  also  to  a  meeting  on 
April  15  with  the  President.  What  actually  led  to  the  meeting  that 
you  had  with  Mr.  Titus,  Mr.  Sill>ert,  IMr.  Glanzer,  :Mr.  Campbell,  on 
April  W. 

Mr.  Peteksex.  Mr.  Silbert  was  trying  to  get  me  all  throughout  the 
day  on  April  14.  I  did  not  get  home  imtil  approximately  0  or  7  o'clock 
in  "the  evening.  T  called  him  and  he  said  it  was  imperative  that  he  see 
me.  that  he.  Titus.  Silbert.  Glanzer,  meet  with  me  inuucdiately.  And 

1  agreed.  .So  we  set  up  a  meeting  in  my  office  at  8:30  that  night.  They 
came  down  and  they  launched  into  the  fact  they  had  made  a  break- 
through in  the  Watergate  case  and  that  it  was  of  significant  propor- 
tions and  that  they  were  in  the  course  of  attempting  to  negotiate  an 

.  agreement  for  Jolin  Dean's  testimony  arid  they  had  received  certain 
information  from  him  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations  which  they  had 
agreed  not  to  utilize  unless  some  type  of  agreement  was  reached.  They 
had  received  also  testimony  f rom  Jeb  Stuart  Magruder  which  seemed 
to  corroborate  the  skeletal'facts  Mr.  Dean  had  given  them  and  that  on 
the  basis  of  all  of  these  facts  they  concluded  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr. 
Mardian.  Mr.  LaRue.  Mr.  Magruder,  Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Mr.  Haldeman. 
Mr.  Dean,  were  putative  defendants. 

Mr.  Dash,  "\^'^len  you  had  that  information,  did  you  call  Mr. 
Kleindienst  or  did  Mr.  Kleindienst  call  you  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  That  was  the  night  of  the  "\\1iite  House  correspond- 
ents' dinner  and  I  had  great  difficulty  in  gettiufr  in  touch  with  Jlr. 
•  Kleindienst  and  we  finally  left  word  for  the  Wlnte  House  to  get  in 
touch  with  his  car,  radio  car,  and  he  called  me  I  guess  around  12 :30 
a.m..  after  the  dinner.  We  then  made  arrangements  to  meet  at  his  home. 

Mr.  Titus  and  Mr.  Silbert  and  I  arrived  at  his  home  around  1 :30  or 

2  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  we  proceeded  between  then  and  5  a.m.  to 
give  him  a  recitation  of  what  we  thought  was  in  the  offing  and  who 
was  involved. 

jNIi-.  Dash.  I  take  it  these  are  the  same  facts  that  ypu  had  been 
briefed  on  bv  the  prosecutors. 

^Ir.  Peteiisex.  That  is  right,  and,  of  course,  it  was  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  all  of  us  that  he  inform  the  President  immediately 
because  of  the  implications.  This  was  really  the  first  information  that 
we  had  to  tie  it  to  people  of  the  stature  of  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Halde- 
mon  and  ^Ir.  Ehrlichman. 

Mr.  Dash.  And  did  vou  set  up  a  meeting  or  did  Mr.  Kleindienst  set 
up  a  meeting  with  tlie  President? 

Mr.  Petkkskx.  Mr.  Kleindienst  agreed  he  would  set  up  such  a  nieet- 
in<r  with  the  President  and.  as  I  recall,  he  said  he  was  going  to — there 
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was  :i  prayer  hieakfiKst  over  tlieiv  and  he  would  atrenipt  to  set  it  iip 
wliilpi  lio  was  tlierc. 


I  next  hoard  fi-om  ^fr.  KloiiulieiiPt  at  approxiinatelv  2  o'clock  Sun- 
day afternoon  and  lie  asked  me  to  come  down  to  the  office  and  T  did  so. 
and  while  tliere,  he  said  he  was  uoin^  to  po  and  si'e  the  President  apain 
at  o  or  ;'>::)()  p.m.,  and  mayhe  it  would  he  a  irood  idea  if  I  wo-ild  come 
with  him,  arul  I  said  Olv. 

Mr.  D.\sii.  Was  it  at  that  tinio  that  you  and  Mr.  ICleiadieiist  <rave  a 

complete  briefinp;  a.s  to  what  you  had  learned  from  the  prosecutors 

Mr.  Pf.ters?;x.  ^'es,  sir. 
IVfr.  D.vsu  [continuiuf^].  To  the  President? 
Mr.  Petersen.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dash.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  what  the  reaction  of  the 
President  was  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Peterskn'.  Well.  I  guess  the  reaction  of  the  President  was  one 
of  concern  when  I  remember  remarking  to  Mr.  Kleindienst  how  I 
admired  his  calm.  I  would  have  been  cussing  and  fuming.  He  was  con- 
cerned, aiid  you  have  to  understand  that  I  had  seen  the  President 
only  on  ceremonial  occasions  or  briefings  on  legislation.  He  didn't 
•   know  me  fi-om  Adam. 

Mr.  D.\sn.  This  was  your  first  face-to-facc  meeting  with  the  Pres- 
id^t,  then,  wasn't  it?- 

Mr.  Petersen.  Yes;  at  any  time  in  a  situation  where  he  was  relyinc 
solely  on  my  advice,  and  here  I  was  recommending  that  two  people 
whom  he  had  known  and  worked  with  for  years  be  dismissed. 
Mr.  Dash.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Mr.  Haldeman  and  ilr.  Ehrlichman. 
Mr.  Dasu.  AVliat  was  his  reaction  to  that  recommendation? 
Mr.  Petersen.  He  underetood  my  concerns  and  he  appreciated  my 
candor  and  my  concern  for  the  Presidency  and  my  position  was  that  T 
can't  guarantee  you  that  we  have  a  criminal  c;ise  at  this  point,  but  I 
Bcan  guarantee  you  tliat  these  people  are  goins  to  be  a  source  of  vast 
embarrassment  to  the  Presidency  and  for  that  reason  T  think  that  the 
best  thing  that  you  could  do  would  be  to  get  rid  of  them  immediately. 
The  President's  lesponse  was  interesting.  Ho  said.  yes.  but  lie  owed 
them  an  obligation  of  fairness,  too.  and  T  didn't  disagree  with  that. 
If  somebody  came  in  and  said  about  my  two  assistants  vou  have  got 
to  fire  them  immediately.  T  would  take  time  to  look. 

Mr.  Dash.  Wliat  office 

Mr.  Petersen.  He  took  longer  than  T  would  have  liked.  I  guess  I 
was  a  little  impatient  but  he  did  it  and  that  was  the  imiiortant  thing. 
jNfr.  Dash  [continuing].  ^V]M\t  office  was  this  meeting  held  in? 
Mr.  Pet?:rsex.  In  the  old  Executive  Office  Building. 
ISIr.  D.ASii.  Were  you  aware  at  the  time,  ^fr.  P'etei-sen.  that  these 
convei-sations  were  being  taped  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  No.  sir:  but  it  didn't  surpi-ise  me.  T  would  have  an- 
ticipated—T  think  if  von  Irul  asked  me  I  would  have  thou-j-ht  that  was 
a  fair  jiossiliilitv  and  frankly  let  me  sav  f<ir  the  i-ecord  I  have  no  ob- 
jection. T  think  the  Chief  of  St;iteou-rht  to  do  it. 

Afi-.  Dash.  Did  yon  niak-e  any  T-ecommendatioii  with  regard  to  Mr 
Dean?  " 

Mr.  Petersen.  Yes.  T  did  The  President  said.  "You  knov.-.  Tlalde- 
man  and  F.hrlichman  deny  this  iiiid  T  have  trot  to  find  this  out.  D.\iii  in 
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trict  judge.  Tlie  way  we  had  allocated  it,  it  was  their  turn  to  come  up 
with  one'^and  I  wanted  to  suppress  my  pleasure  to  those  two  Senators 
for  fear  it  might  prejudice  Matt.  He  is  an  outstanding  judge.  And 
then  I  think  I  gave  him  those  qualities.  He  is  a  bachelor,  he  is  about 
40  years  of  ao-e,  he  is  dedicated  to  tho  law,  and  as  I  said  in  these  troubled 
times  as  a  i-esult  of  Watergate,  as  a  result  of  Pat  Gray's  misfortunes, 
that  this  would  be  regarded  I  think  with  complete  credibility,  tnere 
could  be  no  charge  of  politics  because  of  his  bona  fides  as  a  Democrat, 
and  then  I  said  you  will  have  a  man  who  will  be  fair  and  forthright 
and  honest  in  this  job.  ,      r       ..     ^ 

I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Ehrlichman  suggested  to  me  that  I  contact 
Mr.  Byrne  or  not.  I  do  know  that  in  that  conversation,  I  said,  or  I 
believe  that  I  did,  my  recollection  is  that  I  have  not  talked  to  Matt 
Bvrne  since  the  Ellsberg  trial  started.  I  said  I  expressed  good  wishes 
to' him  through  mutual  friends  in  Los  Angeles,  but  that  he  and  I  have 
just  not  talked  together  since  the  Ellsberg  trial  started.  Neither  one 
of  us  wanted,  at  least  I,  and  I  am  sure  he  felt  that  we  wanted  anybody 
to  think  from  the  appearance  of  justice  I  was  going  in  his  back 
chambers  and  trying  to  get  some  special  consideration  for  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  very  significant  and  vital  case. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  Mr.  Ehrlichman  ever  indicating  to  me  at 
that  meeting  he  himself  was  going  to  talk  to  Judge  Byrne.  Because 
of  the  standard  that  I  had  set  for  myself  in  not  talking  to  Judge 
Byrne  throughout  this  trial,  if  Mr.  Ehrlichman  had  indicated  to  me 
tliat  he  was  going  to  I  am  confident  that  I  would  have  said  Jolin,  you 
cannot  do  that  \x^iile  this  trial  is  going  on,  or  at  least  you  should  not. 
Really  you,  on  behalf  of  the  President,  are  really  no  ditlei-ent  than  1 
a  member  of  the  President's  family.  In  any  event,  when  I  first  learned 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman  had  contacted  Judge  Byrne,  I  know 
I  reo-ist^red  a  feeling  of  surprise  that  such  a  meeting  had  occurred.  1 
know  Jud'^e  Byrne  well  enough  to  know  that  he  did  nothing  improper 
as  a  result  of  that  meeting,  or  those  meetings,  nor  would  he^permit 
anytiodv  else  to  put  him  in  a  situation  of  impropriety.  The  Ellsberg 
trial  wis  just  about  ready  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  the  evidence  was 
iust  about  in,  it  was  going  to  the  jury,  and  because  of  the  delay  that 
had  already  occurred  I  didn't  think  there  was  that  kind  of  a  pi'oblern. 
Mi:  Gray  was  continuing  to  act  as  the  Acting  Director  of  tne  b  Bl, 
and  I  thouirht,  with  great  distinction. 

That  is  what  I  recollect  of  the  Bvnie  incident. 

Mr  DoKSEX.  I  just  want  to  allude  to  a  few  of  the  subsequent  events 

briefly  at  that  time,'  however  important  they  are.  I  do  not  want  to 

pursue  it  in  detail  now,  but  am  I  correct  that  on  the  early  morning 

hours  of  April  15,  1973,  you  had  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Petei-sen,  U.b. 

Vttorney  Harold  Titus  and  the  lirosecutors  at  your  homo  '. 

'SU:  Kleindikxst.  It  was  just  otic  of  the  prosecutors  and  that  was 
the  chief  prosecutor,  ]Mr.  Silbert.  •  ,    ^i       t 

Mr.  DoRsi-x.  Am  I  correct  that  this  meeting  dealt  witli  tlic  clis- 
closure  of  :\Ir.  Magrudor  and  !\rr.  Dran  to  the  prosecutors? 
>[r.  Klkixdiknst.  Yes, sir. 

^[r    DoKsvx.  Followino-  that  meeting,  am  I  coi-rect  that  you  niacte 

an  appointnuMit  to  see  the  President  hit(M-  in  the  day  on  April_  la.  lOi-^? 

Mr    Ki,:ixi>iF,xsT.   That   nieetinir  ominenced   at   approximately   1 

o'clock  in  the  moiiiing,  it  terminated  aiound  5  o'clock  m  the  inornmg. 
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I  was  up  at  8 :30  a.m.  As  a  result  of  that  meeting  we  agreed  that  I  had 
to  see  the  President.  I  put  a  call  in  to  the  "VVliite  House  at  8:30  a.m., 
the  President  returned  my  call  at  9 :80  a.m.  I  told  him  it  was  absolutely 
miperative  that  I  see  him  right  away.  He  said  that  I  have  the  Sunday 
servace  at  the  White  House  at  11  a.m.  I  told  him  that  rather  than  <to 
to  church  with  my  wife  and  children  I  would  go  up  there  and  attend 
that  service  at  U  o'clock  and  be  available  to  see  him  after  that  was 
over. 

I  think  the  reception  lasted  until  approximately  1  o'clock  and  around 
1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  met  with  the  President  in  his  office  in  the 
Executive  Office  Building. 

Mr.  DoRSE.v.  Now,  am  I  correct  that  at  least  part  of  the  meeting 
was  devoted  to  briefing  the  President  and  that  one  of  the  decisions 
made  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15  by  you  would  be  that  you  would 
in  etfect  withdraw  from  the  supervision  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
Watergate  case? 

Mr.  Kleindiexst.  The  whole  meeting  was  devoted  solely  to  talking 
about  the  information  that  I  had  obtained  that  night  and  the  conse'^ 
fjuences  that  inevitably  must  flow  from  it. 

Mr.  DoRSEN.  Now,  I  would  like  to  show  to  you  a  document  which 
you  provided  the  committee  dated  April  15,  1973.  The  first  page  is 
typewritten.  The  page  under  it  is  handwritten.  I  ask  if  you  can 
identify  that  for  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  Yes.  I  know  what  you  have  in  your  hand,  Mr. 
Dorsen.  I  furnished  it  to  the  committee.  The  document  underneath,  in 
my  handwiiting,  is  a  document  that  I  wrote  out  in  my  office  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Petersen  after  he  and  I  had  met  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  which  I  set  forth  the  reasons  why  I  had  to  recuse 
myself  from  any  further  contact  or  involvement  in  the  Watergate 
case  and  in  which  I  designated  him  to  substitute  for  me  as  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  in  anything  further  concerning  the 
AVatergate  case. 

I  further  requested  that  he  communicate  this  decision  of  mine  to 

in  the  contents  of  this  memorandum  to  U.S.  Attorney  Titus,  Silbert, 
and  to  Actmg  Director  Gray  of  the  FBI.  I  signed  it  and  I  had  Mr. 
Petei-sen  sign  it  indicating  the  time  that  he  received  it.  It  was  impor-  " 
tant  for  me  to  establish  the  time  when  I  no  longer  had  any  connection 
with  the  Watergate  thing. 

I  then  Xeroxed  a  copy  of  my  handwritten  statement  and  gave  it  to 
him  and  I  kept  the  original.  And  this  is  it— the  top  document  that  you 
handed  me  is  a  typed  document  of  my  handwritten  document. 

Mr.  DoRSEx.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  request  that  the  document  identified 
and  summarized  by  Mr.  Kleindienst  be  admitted  into  evidence. 

Senator  ER\^x.  It  will  be  received  and  appropriately  marked  as  an 
exhibit  and  admitted  in  evidence  as  such. 

fTlie  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  No.  14.5. *1 
Mr.  DoRSKX.  "\\Tiat  does  the  word  "recuse"  mean  in  this  context? 
Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  It  is  a  technical  word  used  bv  lawyei-s  and  par- 
ticularly those  in  Govornnicnt  service  which  signifies  that  for  one 
reason  or  another,  usually  ethical  reasons,  that  voii  withdrew  from  any 
further  participation  in  a  particular  matter. 


•See  p.  3S60. 
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liave  uttered  some  fantastic  indication  of  surprise  and  then  lie  abiupt- 
Ij'  terminated  tlie  call,  as  I  remember  it,  by  saying,  "Have  a  good  time 
at  tlie  White  House  correspondents'  dinner,"  and  the  phone  went 
down. 

Needless  to  say,  I  didn't  particularly  enjoy  the  dinner.  Some  time 
that  evening  I  got  hold  of  ilr.  Petei-sen  and  told  him  that  I  had  to 
see  him,  and  this  is  one  aspect  of  this  that  I  am  not  precise  about. 

My  wife  keeps  telling  me  that  I  called  Henry  Petersen  first,  and  I 
always  believed  that  he  called  me.  But  in  anj'  event,  I  left  the  White 
House  correspondents'  dinner  early.  I  usually  stay,  it  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  gig  back  members  of  the  press  after  they  have  been 
gigging  me  all  year.  And  I  have  so  many  friends  among  them.  In  any 
event,  I  decided  to  leave  early.  When  I  got  home,  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  Henry,  and  he  said,  "It  is  important  that  we  get  together 
with  you  tonight."  That  was  around  12  o'clock.  I  live  out  in  McLean. 
He  and  Titus  and  Silbert  were  there  by  1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  you  ever  have  any  other  conversation  witli 
Mr.  Ehrliclunan  as  to  the  findings  of  his  investigation? 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  No. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  you  ever  find  out  what  he  in  fact  reported  to 
the  President? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No.  He  opened  the  conversation  up  by  saying 
that  I  have  been  meaning  to  call  you  before  now,  which  would  indi- 
cate that  he  had  intended  to  do  so  but  hadn't. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Your  conversation  with  Titus,  and  Silbert,  and 
Petersen,  was  it  about  4  hours,  from  1  in  the  morning  to  about  5 
o'clock  ? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Did  they  tell  you  the  substance  of  what  Magruder 
and  Dean  had  been  telling  them,  telling  the  U.S.  attorney? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  got  some  of  my  wife's  peisonal 
stationery  and  made  rather  copious  notes  of  what  they  told  me  so  I 
could  report  it  to  the  President  the  ne.xt  day. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Can  you  recount  to  us  briefly  what  they  told  you 
afethat  time? 

Mr.  KiJEiNDiENST.  Well,  they  in  effect  summarized  the  testimony 
or  statements  or  purported  statements  of  Magruder  and  Dean,  which 
in  one  way  or  another  would  implicate  Mr.  Mitchell,  ^fr.  LaRue,  tliem- 
selves,  Mr.  Haldeman,  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  Mr.  Mardian,  you  name  it. 
It  was  a  verv  lengthv  meeting.  This  is  the  fiist  time  since  June  IT.  19T-2, 
that  anybody  had  given  me  any  credible  evndence  that  any  of  these 
people  were  involved  in  any  way  in  either  the  coverup  or  that  incident. 

Two  of  those  men  are  two  of  the  closest  friends  I  have  had  in  my  life 
and  I  think  one  of  the  things  I  did  that  night.  I  wept.  But  it  was  a  long 
meeting,  Mr.  Tiiompson.  and  it  was  a  comprehensive  meeting  and  I 
made  comj)rohensi\"e  notes  of  what  occurred. 

Mr.  TnoMi'soN.  Do  you  recall  if  thev  told  you  that  Mr.  Dean  at  that 
time  had  made  allegations  against  the  Pi-esident  concerning  Presi- 
dential covenip? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No. 

Mr.  Ti[<i:mpson.  Thev  did  not? 

Mr.  IvLFiNDiENsr.  Tlioy  said  Mr.  Magiuder  was  not  looking  for 
immunity  and  Mr.  Dean  was  bargaining  with  his  attornev  for  imniu- 
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nity  and  that  liis  statements  to  thein  were  on  ii  conditional   basis 
tluoii.'rli  his  attorney  ()redicated  upon  wlietlier  lie  <,rot  immunity  or  not. 
Mr.  TiioMr.sux.  You  went  to  see  tiie  President  on  the  lOtli '. 
Mr.  Klein DiEXsT.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  TiioMrsoN.  Tiie  same  day. 

Pid  you  tell  Itim  substantially  what  they  had  told  you  ? 
Mr.  Kleindiknst.  To  the  best  of  my  ability  because  I  took  the  notes 
that  I  liad  written  on  my  wife's  stationery  and  had  them  in  my  pocket 
and  I  read  from  my  notes. 

Mr.  Tiioju'sox.  And  what  was  the  President's  reaction  ? 
Mr.  Kij;iNDiEN-sT.  He  was  dumbfounded.  He  was  \ery  upset,  he 
was — he  was  \  ery  upset. 

Mr.  Thompson.  I  believe  you  mentioned  in  an  interview  that  lie  was 
partially  consoling  you. 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  AVell,  I  was  very  upset  about  this,  ilr.  Thompson. 
I  don't  think  since  my  mother  died  when  I  was  a  young  boy  that  I  ever 
had  an  event  that  has  consumed  me  emotionally  with  such  sorrow-  and 
sadness  as  this  situation  and  he  was  very  considerate  of  my  feelings. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Kleindienst,  did  you  have  occasion  at  any  time 
after  the  break-in  in  1972  to  talk  to  the  President  either  in  pej-son  or 
by  telephone  about  the  Watergate  matter? 

Mr.  Kleinmexst.  I  didn't— I  know  I  had  a  conversation  with  him 
almost  immediately  afterward. 
Mr.  Thompson.  JDo  you  recall  what  was  said  in  that  conversation  ? 
Mr.  Kleindienst.  "VVelL  what  was  said  about  that  is,  he  said,  Dick, 
I  told  him  what  we  were  doing  and  he  said,  Dick,  you  have  got  to  have 
a  thorough  intensive  complete  investigation  of  this  and  I  think  that 
that  is  when  he  first  said  let  the  chips  fall  where  tliey  will. 

During  the  summer,  we  had  the  Republican  Convention.  I  was  gone 
for  approximately  a  month  up  in  the  Poconos  and  then  the  campaign 
came  along.  I  didn't  have  many  convei-sations  with  the  President  dur- 
ing that  period  of  time,  none  that  I  can  specifically  recall.  I  had  two 
meetings  with  him  up  at  Camp  David  after  the  election  and  after  I 
had  returned  from  Europe.  We  didn't  have  to  talk  much  about  the 
Watergate,  I  knew  what  I  was  doing,  he  knew  what  I  was  doing,  but 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  biought  up  was  in  the  same  context. 
Mr.  Thompson.  Mr.  Kleindienst,  I  have  no  further  questions. 
Thank  you,  sir. 

Senator  Ervin.  Did  John  Ehrlichman  tell  you  he  was  bugging,  I 
use  that  word  unadvisedly,  rather  recording  your  conversation  with 
him? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No,  sir.  If  I  ever  felt  he  had  I  don't  know  if  I 
would  have  ever  talked  to  him  again. 

Senator  Ervin.  You  stated,  as  I  understand  your  testimony,  that 
the  President  indicated  by  his  conversation,  when  you  reported  what 

you  knew  about  the  Watergate  affair  to  him,  that 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  What  meeting  are  you  talking  about,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

Senator  Ervin.  The  15th. 
Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Erntn  [continuing].  That  he  indicated  by  his  reply  that  he 
did  not  know— that  he  was  ignorant  about  the  AVatergate  affair? 
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Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  Well,  1  liave  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  AVilson,  the 
attorney  for  Mr.  Haldenian  and  Mr.  Ehrlichnian,  making  a  demand 
upon  them  to  furnish  me  copies  of  any  tapes  they  have  in  their  posses- 
sion and  I  ha\e  likewise  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garment  to  request 
copies  of  any  tapes  that  they  have  in  their  possession  between  me,  Mr. 
Ehrlichman  and  Mr.  Haldeman. 

Senator  IJakeic.  Plave  you  had  a  reply  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Senator  Baker.  Would  you  like  to  join  us  in  a  lawsuit?  [Laughter.] 

No,  I  withdraw  that  question. 

Could  you — you  did  refer  to  notes,  rather  extensive  notes  that  you 
took.  Are  those  notes  in  your  possession  ? 

Mr.  IvLEiNDiENST.  No,  sir,  they  are  not,  and  I  have  tried  to  find  them. 

For  a  hard-nosed  50-year-old  geezer  like  myself,  I  was  in  kind  of  a 
state  of  shock  from  April  15  to  April  29  and  I  don't  know  what 
happened  to  them.  Senator  Baker. 

Senator  Baker.  All  right. 

Well,  let's  try  to  reconstruct  it  for  a  little  while  and  I  hope  some- 
body is  keeping  time  on  me  because  I  don't  want  to  run  over  10 
minutes. 

Rather  than  go  through  a  detail  twice,  that  is,  when  you  took  notes, 
the  second  time  when  you  told  the  President,  let's  talk  about  what  you 
told  the  President. 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  Well,  I  told  him  what  I  had  written  down  on  my 
notes. 

Senator  Baker.  All  right.  What  was 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  I  took  copious  notes. 

Senator  Baker.  What  was  that? 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  Well,  it  was  the  summary  of  the  statements  made 


to  me  primarily  by  Mr.  Silbert,  what  Mr.  Magnider  had  been  telling 
the  prosecutors  for  a  week  and  what  ^Ir.  Dean  had  been  telling  them 
for  a  week,  and  it  was  with  respect  to  particular  individuals.  The 
primary  thrust  of  it  was  the  efforts  made  by  many  to — )'ou  used  the 
term  "coverup" — to  cover  up,  you  know,  and  to  obstruct  the  FBI  in- 
vestigation of  the  Watergate  incident  dviring  the  summer.  It  described 
these  meetings  from  Magruder's  point  of  view  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  the 
three  meetings.  It — Mr.  Dean  apparently  was  telling  them  informa- 
tion and  conduct  by  him  that  was  completely  inconsistent  with  every- 
thing that  Mr.  Dean  was  telling  me  from  June  17  up  until,  you  know, 
shortly  before  April  14. 

I  don't  pretend  to  recall 

Senator  Baker.  There  are  two  or  three  points. 

Let  me  try  to  reduce  it  to  that.  The  information  yon  received  from 
the  prosecutors  on  the  early  morning  of  April  15,  1973 

Mr.  Ki.EixurExsT.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Baker  Fcontiniiinirl.  Essentiallv  was  a  repeat  of  the  Ma- 
gnider and  Dean  testimony  before  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  grand 
jurv. 

Mr.  Ki.KixniF.v.'^T.  That  is  all  it  was. 

Senator  Baker.  All  right. 

And  in  tliat  T  assume  from  the  testimonv  we  have  received  from 
Magruder  and  Dean  thev  wore  saving  in  elTect  that  thev  didn't  know 
about  it  or — well,  let  me  think  now.  Dean  I  guess  would  have  said  he 
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didu"t  know  about  it  beforcliaiul  imd  he<ri\n  to  suspect  afterward  and 
told  tlie  President  or  ratlier  assumed  tliat  the  President  knew  some- 
thinfT  in  September  107:2.  I  am  tlunkiu<r  of  tlie  Dean  testimony  now. 

Mr.  Ki.EixuiExsT.  No. 

Senator  B.\kf,h.  Did  that  ever  come  out  ? 

Mr.  Kleixdikn-.st.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  the  information 
given  to  me  by  Mr.  Silbert  did  not  and  the  notes  I  took  did  not  in  anv 
way  implicate  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Senator  Baker.  Did  you  mention  the  September  meeting? 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  I  can't  recall  any  specific  dates,  Senator  Baker. 

Senator  Baket;.  If  you  had  to  juc^ge  would  you  say  that  there  was 
any  part  of  that  ron\ersation  that  said  that  the  President  knew  or  had 
reason  to  know  of  the 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  Nothing. 

Senator  Bakek  [continuing].  Alleged  coverup  prior  to  March  1973? 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  Nothing  was  said  to  me  that  night  that  would 
implicate  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  my  recollection. 

Senator  Baker.  We  have  evidence  that  Mr.  Dean  talked  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  March.  Now  ob\  iously  the  President  knew  something.  I  am 
not  quite  sure  wliat  Mr.  Dean  told  the  President.  But  we  have  liis 
testimony  before  us. 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  I  don't  know  either.  Mr.  Petei-sen  I  undei-stand  is 
going  to  be  called  to  testify.  He  has. had  quite  a  traumatic  experience 
in  this,  too.  I  don't  think  as  intense  as  mine.  He  has  a  very  good  mem- 
ory and  recollection  and  I  think  I  would  really  rely  or  be  willing  to 
rely  more  on  Henry's  recollection  of  the  information  lie  got  before 
_that  meeting  and  what  they  gave  me  that  night. 

Senator  Baker.  All  right. 

Let's  go  to  the  meeting  with  the  President,  then,  if  we  depend  on 
i\Ir.  Petei-sen  to  tell  us  what  he  told  you  and  elaborate  that  subject 
matter  further  with  that  witness. 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  All  right. 

Senator  Baker.  I  must  ask  you,  Mr.  Kleindienst,  a  little  more  about 
the  President's  reaction.  Particularly,  did  lie  give  the  api)earance  of  a 
man  who  received  the  im]iression  the  fii-st  time  or  one  who  had  some 
familiarity  with  the  subject  matter. 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Well,  he  gave  me  the  impression  of  a  person 
who  either  recened  it  from  me  the  first  time  or  at  least  contemporane- 
ously. The  reason  why  I  put  that  (|ualification  on  it  is  as  a  result  of 
Mr.  Ehrhchman's  telej)hone  call  to  me  the  evening  before  at  5:30, 
and  I  would  guess,  and  I  am  now  speculating  that  based  upon — you 
know  the  proximity  of  Mv.  Ehrlichman  to  the  President  that  if  Ma- 
gruder  was  up  there  in  the  "VATiite  House  Saturday  afternoon  tellin"- 
them  what  he  had  been  tellino:  the  U.S.  Attornev's  Office,  I  have  jusT 
got  to  believe  that  Mv.  Ehrlichman  called  up  tlie  President  and  said 
T  have  just  talked  to  Magrudei-  and  I  have  £rot  some  very  interesting 
information  for  you.  But  I  know  the  President's  attitude  in  respond 
to  the  mf.nmation  that  I  gave  him  was  such  that  it  was  at  least  of  a 
contenjiioraneoiis  knowledge  and  one  of— well,  he  was  just  very  upset 
about  it  and  ]w.  was  very  conceiiied  about  it  and  he  was  verv  luirt 
by  it  and  he  was  very  troubled  bv  it. 

Senator  I?aker.  Did  he  make  any  .statements  tliat  he  had  heard 
this  from  Dean  before  or  liadn't  or  did  he  make  anv  statements.  "This 
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fVPRIL  15.  1973  '; .' 

TIME       DAY       '^ 

12:09  a.m.  SUNTJAY 


V.1--   ^.-jr^--^.~^..T~— , 


12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 
1:01 
41 


8:4 


9:45 
10:02 


[To 


10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10:35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 
11:33 


12:16 


12:32 


12:45 
1:04 


10:15 
10:17 

11:15 


11:32 


12:07 


<J<:uu 


The  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took, 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlithman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mount_Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  iir.  Hill.   Tlie  Rochester  Male  Chorus  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service.   For 
a  list  of  guests,  see  APPENDIX  "A." 
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12:11 

1:05 
1:05 

1:11 

1:12 

2:30? 

3:27 

3:36 

3:48 
3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 
5:25 

5:32 


Our 


1:05 


2:22 
3:30 
3:44 

3:49 

5:15 


5:32 


I-IIONE 

P=F1jccJ 

R^RcvcivcJ 


LD 


DATE  (Mo..  D.r.  Yr.)  »■ 

_  AEE1LJ.5..  _ia7  3_  /  v^" 

TIME  DAY  (J 

— 12:11    pp.    SU-CnAY 


The  President  and  the  First  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  the  State  Dining  Room.   Enroute,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  Haldeman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  met  with: 

Attorney  General  Kleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichman.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  EOB  to  Pier  One 

of  tlie  Washington  Navy  Yard.   Enroute,  the  President 

greeted  members  of  the  crowd  assembled  at  the  north  exit 
of  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  boarded  the  Sequo\,i. 
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7:43 
7:50 

8:14 
8:25 
9:17 
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10:16 
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7:42 

9:15 

8:18 
8:26 

10:12 
9:41 

11:15 


11:53 


The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt .  Cdr. 
Andrew  J.  Combe,  Captain  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  boating  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.  Rebozo 

Lt.  Col.  William  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj .  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach ,  Personal  Physician 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr.  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  mat  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  III. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 
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tfict  judge.  The  way  we  had  allocated  it,  it  was  their  turn  to  come  up 
with  one  and  I  wanted  to  suppress  my  pleasui-e  to  those  two  Senators 
for  fear  it  might  prejudice  iMatt.  He  is  an  outstanding  judo;e.  And 
then  I  think  I  gave  him  those  qualities.  He  is  a  bachelor,  he  is  about 
40  years  ol:  age,  he  is  deilicated  to  the  law.  and  as  I  said  in  these  troubled 
times  as  a  result  of  ^Vatergate,  as  a  result  of  Pat  Gray's  misfortunes, 
that  this  would  be  regarded  I  think  with  complete  credibility,  there 
could  be  no  charge  of  politics  because  of  his  bona  fides  as  a  Democrat, 
and  then  I  said  you  will  have  a  man  who  will  be  fair  and  forthtight 
and  honest  in  this  job. 

I  don't  know  whether  jMr.  Ehrlichman  suggested  to  me  that  I  contact 
Mr.  Byrne  or  not.  I  do  know  that  in  that  conversation,  I  said,  or  I . 
believe  that  I  did,  my  recollection  is  that  I  have  not  talked  to  ilatt 
Byrne  since  the  Ellsbcrg  trial  stai'ted.  I  said  I  expressed  good  wishes 
to  him  through  mutual  friends  in  Los  Angeles,  but  that  he  and  I  have 
just  not  talked  together  since  the  Ellsberg  trial  started.  Neither  one 
of  us  wanted,  at  least  I,  and  I  am  sure  he  felt  that  we  wanted  anybody 
to  think  from  the  appearance  of  justice  I  was  going  in  his  back 
chambers  and  trying  to  get  some  special  consideration  for  the  Go^'eni- 
ment  in  that  v  ery  significant  and  vital  case. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  Mr.  Ehrlichman  ever  indicating  to  me  at 
that  meeting  he  himself  was  going  to  talk  to  Judge  Byrne.  Because 
of  the  standard  that  I  had  set  for  myself  in  not  talking  to  Judge 
Byrne  throughout  this  trial,  if  Mr.  Ehrlichman  had  indicated  to  me 
that  he  was  going  to  I  am  confident  tliat  I  would  have  said  John,  you 
cannot  do  that  while  this  trial  is  going  on,  or  at  least  you  should  not. 
Eeally  you,  on  behalf  of  the  President,  are  really  no  diti'erent  than  I, 
a  member  of  the  President's  family.  In  any  event,  when  I  first  learned 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman  had  contacted  Judge  Byrne,  I  know 
I  registered  a  feeling  of  surprise  that  such  a  meeting  had  occurred.  I 
know  Judge  Byrne  well  enough  to  know  that  he  did  nothing  im[)roper 
as  a  result  of  that  meeting,  or  those  meetings,  nor  would  he  permit 
anybody  else  to  put  him  in  a  situation  of  impropriety.  The  Ellsberg 
trial  was  just  about  ready  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  the  evidence  was 
just  about  in,  it  was  going  to  the  jury,  and  because  of  the  delay  that 
had  alieady  occurred  1  didn't  think  there  was  that  kind  of  a  problem. 
Mr.  Gray  was  continuing  to  act  as  the  Acting  Director  of  the  FBI, 
and  I  thought,  with  great  distinction. 

That  is  what  I  recollect  of  the  Bynie  incident. 

Mr.  DoRSEN.  I  just  want  to  allude  to  a  few  of  the  subsequent  events 
briefly  at  that  time,  however  important  they  are.  I  do  not  want  to 
pursue  it  in  detail  now,  but  am  I  correct  that  on  the  early  morning 
houi-s  of  April  15,  1973,  you  had  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Petersen,  U.S. 
Attorney  Harold  Titus  and  the  pro.secutors  at  your  home ''. 

Mr.  Kleindiexst.  It  was  just  one  of  the  prosecutors  and  that  was 
the  chief  prosecutor,  Mr.  Silbert. 

Mr.  DoRSEN.  Am  I  correct  that  this  meeting  dealt  with  the  dis- 
closure of  Mr.  Magruder  and  Mr.  Dean  to  the  prosecutors? 
r^Mr.  Ki/EiNDiEXST.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  DoRSEX.  Following  that  meeting,  am  I  correct  that  you  made 
an  appointment  to  see  the  President  later  in  the  day  on  April  15.  1S)7;V? 
Mr.  Klf.ixdien-st.  That  meeting  commenced  at  approximately  1 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  terminated  around  5  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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I  was  up  at  8 :30  a.m.  As  a  result  of  tliat  meeting  we  agreed  that  I  had 
to  see  the  President.  I  put  a  call  in  to  the  White  House  at  8::50  a.m., 
the  President  returned  my  call  at  9  :.'50  a.m.  I  told  him  it  was  ahsolutely 
imperative  that  I  see  him  right  away.  He  said  that  I  have  the  Sunday 
service  at  the  White  House  at  11  a.m.  I  told  him  that  rather  than  go 
to  church  with  my  wife  and  children  I  would  go  up  there  and  attend 
that  service  at  11  o'clock  and  be  available  to  see  liim  after  that  was 
over. 

think  the  reception  lasted  until  approximately  1  o'clock  and  around 
1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  met  with  the  President  in  his  office  in  the 
Executive  Office  Building. 

Mr.  DoRSEX.  Now,  am  I  correct  that  at  least  part  of  the  meeting 
was  devoted  to  briefing  the  President  and  that  one  of  the  decisions 
made  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15  by  you  would  be  that  you  would 
in  effect  withdraw  from  the  supervision  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
Watergate  case? 

Mr.  Kleindiexst.  The  whole  meeting  was  devoted  solely  to  talking 
about  the  information  that  I  had  obtained  that  night  and  the  conse- 
quences that  inevitably  must  flow  from  it. 

Mr.  DoRSEX.  Now,  1  would  like  to  show  to  you  a  document  which 
you  provided  the  committee  dated  xipril  15,  1973.  The  first  page  is 
typewritten.  The  page  imder  it  is  handwritten.  I  ask  if  you  can 
identify  that  for  the  committee? 

Mr.  Kleixdienst.  Yes.  I  know  what  you  have  in  your  hand,  Mr. 
Dorsen.  I  fuinished  it  to  the  committee.  The  document  underneath,  in 
my  handwriting,  is  a  document  that  I  wrote  out  in  my  office  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Petersen  after  he  and  I  had  met  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  which  I  set  forth  the  reasons  why  I  had  to  recuse 
myself  from  any  further  contact  or  involvement  in  the  Watergate 
case  and  in  which  I  designated  him  to  substitute  for  me  as  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  in  anything  further  concerning  the 
Watergate  case. 

I  further  requested  that  he  communicate  this  decision  of  mine  to — 
in  the  contents  of  this  memorandum  to  U.S.  Attorney  Titus,  Silbert, 
and  to  Acting  Director  Gray  of  the  FBI.  I  signed  it  and  I  had  Mr. 
Petersen  sign  it  indicating  the  time  that  he  received  it.  It  was  impor- 
tant for  nic  to  establish  the  time  when  I  no  longer  had  any  connection 
with  tlie  Watergate  thing. 

I  then  Xeroxed  a  copy  of  my  handwritten  statement  and  gave  it  to 
him  and  I  kept  the  original.  And  this  is  it — the  top  document  that  you 
handed  me  is  a  typed  document  of  my  handwritten  document. 

Mr.  DoKSEx.  Mr.  (^hairman,  I  request  that  the  document  identified 
and  summarized  by  Mr.  Kleindienst  be  admitted  into  evidence. 

Senator  Envix.  It  will  be  received  and  appropriately  marked  as  an 
exhibit  and  admitted  in  evidence  as  such. 

[The  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  Xo.  14."). *] 

Mr.  DoRSEX.  "N^liat  does  the  word  "recuse"  mean  in  this  context? 

Mr.  Ki^Eix'DiExsT.  It  is  a  technical  word  used  by  lawyei-s  and  par- 
ticularly those  in  Government  service  which  signifies  that  for  one 
reason  or  another,  usually  ethical  reasons,  that  you  withdrew  from  any 
further  participation  in  a  particular  matter. 

•See  p-  •■'soa. 
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Justice,  could  it  be  possible  that  he  was  talking  to  the  U.S.  District 
Attorney  downtown? 

ilr.  Kleindienst.  No.  I  construe  that  statement  as  of  March  21, 
Senator  Moutoya,  to  mean  that  he  was  having,  as  I  learned  subse- 
quently, Mr.  Ehrlichman,  conduct  an  in-house  investigation.  That 
is — based  upon  what  ^Ir.  Ehrlichman  told  me  Saturday  evening, 
April  14,  that  is  what  I  would  assume  the  investigation  was;  an 
in-liouse  non-Department  of  Justice  investigation. 

Senator  Montota.  Well,  ]\Ir.  Ehrlichman  testified  that  there  was 
really  no  investigation  going  on  on  his  part  and  Mr.  Dean  lias  also 
indicated  that  he  was  just  going  around  trying  to  find  out  what  was 
being  done,  that  is  all.  But  the  actual  investigation  was  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Mr.  Kleixdie^'st.  We  never  stopped  our  investigation.  At  no  time 
did  the  Depaitnient  of  Justice  ever  consider  that  the  Watergate  case 
was  closed. 

Senator  Montoya.  Now,  did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  you  might 
visit  the  President  and  inform  him  as  to  what  you  might  be  reading  in 
the  newspapers  and  what  curiosity  was  being  aroused  in  your  mind  as 
to  possible  implication  on  the  part  of  people  at  the  ^^^"lite  House  or  at 
the  Committee  To  Re-Elect  the  Piesident? 

Mr.  Ivj.EiNDiENST.  I  didn't  have  any  reason  to  do  that.  There  were 
people  up  there  who  read  the  newspapers  and  can  brief  the  President 
on  that. 

Senator  Montoya.  Yes:  but  you  were  in  charge  of  the  Federal  in- 
vestigation and  you  were  the  Attorney  General 

Mr.  Kleindiexst.  Senator  ilontoya- 
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.Senator  Moxtoya  [continuing].  Of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  IvLEiXDiENST.  With  God  as  my  witness,  not  imtil  the  night  of 
.Vpril  14  or  between  the  hours  of  1  and  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  my 
home -on  Sunday,  April  15.  was  I  ever  given  any  credible  evidence  by 
anybody  that  would  indicate  the  criminal  culpability  or  complicity 
of  any  top  White  House  or  campaign  people  in  this  entire  matter. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  Weie  you 

Mr.  Kleixdiex.st.  And  as  soon  as  I  got  that  information,  I  imme- 
diateh'  set  in  motion  a  meeting  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Senator  ^Moxtoya.  You  weie  being  briefed  quite  constantl}^  at  the 
Department  of  Justice  about  the  state  of  the  investigation 

Mr.  Ki.f.ixdiexst.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  ^Montoya.  Were  you  not  ? 

Air.  Kleindiexst.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Montoya.  And  wasn't  tliete  any  evidence  indicating  com- 
plicity on  the  pait  of  peoi)le  at  the  CRP? 

Mr.  Ki.F.iXDiExsT.  Xo,  sir. 

Senatoi-  Moxtoya.  Any  evidence  biouglit  to  your  attention? 

Mr.  ICi.KiNDiKxsT.  Xo,  sii-,  TIenrv  Petei-sen  and  I  speculated  almost 
constantly,  paiticulai'ly  after  the  tiial  aiul  Judge  Sirica  pentencing 
procedures,  that  it  was  just  pos.=;iblc  that  Gordon  Liddy  or  Mr.  Hunt 
or  one  of  the  five,  if  we  could  get  them  l)eforo  a  grand  jury,  give  them 
immunity  and  compel  them  to  testify,  could  ha\e  evidence  to  offer 
that  \vo\ild  in\ol\e  soinel>ody  else.  But  1  rcuuMiiber  Henry  I^etersen 
saving  to   nie   cxen   after  rlie    McCoi'd   starement,   that   staiuliuor  bv 


(879)  U  ' 


49.     On  April  15,  1973  John  Ehrlichman  met  with  Gordon  Strachan  from 
approximately  10:00  a.m.  to  10:35  a.m.  and  11:15  a.m.  to  noon.   They 
discussed  Strachan 's  recollection  of  his  contacts  with  Magruder  and 
Haldeman  relating  to  Watergate.   Ehrlichman  has  testified  that  he  con- 
fronted Strachan  with  Itegruder's  allegation  about  sending  Strachan  a 
budget  which  included  specific  reference  to  bugging,  and  that  Strachan 
said  that  he  was  sure  he  had  never  seen  anything  like  that.   Ehrlichman 's 
notes  of  his  meeting  with  Strachan  reflect  a  reference  to  a  memorandum 
from  Strachan  to  Haldeman  stating  a  sophisticated  intelligence  operation 
is  going  with  a  300  budget. 
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MR.  STRICKLER:   I  would  direct  the  witness  not  to  answer 

the  question. 

THE  WITNESS:   I  shall  comply. 
BY  MR.  DUNIE: 

Q    Did  you  ever  discuss  with  Mr.  Gordon  Strachan  the 
gathering  of  political  intelligence  from  Mr.  O'Brien  or  his 

office? 

A    This  is  any  discussion  prior  to  June? 

Q    Yes. 

A    The  answer  is  "no." 

MR.  DUNIE:   So  we  don't  have  to  keep  addressing  questions, 
when  I  say  Mr.  O'Brien  or  his  office  I  always  mean  anything 
involving  Mr.  O'Brien. 

DO  we  -understand  each  other  now,  Mr.  Ehrlichman? 

THE  V'JITNESS:   Yes. 
BY  MR.  DUNIE: 
Q     subsequent  to  June  17  of  1972  did  you  ever  discuss 


with  Mr.  Gordon  Strachan  the  gathering  of  political  intelligence- 
MR.  STRICKLER:    Objection. 
■   Q     -which  occurred  prior  to  June  17th  of  1972,  against 

the  Democratic  Party? 

MR.  STRICKLER:  You  may  answer  that  question. 
THE  WITNESS:   Yes,  I  did. 
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MR.  STRICKLER:   Democratic  National  Headquarters? 
MR.  DUNIE:-  Democratic  National  Headquarters.   I  beg 
your  pardon. 

MR.  STRICKLER:   You  may  answer  that. 
THE  WITNESS:   Yes,  I  did. 

BY  MR.  DUNIE: 
Q    Approximately  when  was  that  conversation  held? 
A    That  was  sometime  in  the  month  of  April,  1973.   I 
believe  around  the  15th  or  16th  of  April. 

Q    Was  there  more  than  one  such  conversation? 
A     In  general  only  one  that  would  be  responsive  to  your 
question. 

Q    Was  this  a  face  to  face  conversation  or  a  telephone 
conversation? 

A    Face  to  face. 

Q    Where  did  it  take  place? 

A     In  my  office. 

Q    Was  there  anyone  else  present? 

A     No. 

Q    And  did  that  conversation  relate  back  to  events 

prior  to  June  17th? 

A     Yes,  it  did. 

Q     Will  you  tell  us,  olease,  what  v/as  said  by  each  of 
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you? 

A    I  explained  to  Mr.  Strachan  that  I  v/as  gathering 

information  for  the  President;  that  I  had  been  assigned  by 
the  President  to  bring  to  him  all  of  the  information  that  I 
could  gather  on  the  subject  of  the  events  leading  up  to  the 
break-in,  any  possible  White  House  involvement,  and  any 
evidence  that  I  could  adduce  relating  to  attempts  to  cover 
up  the  matter  afterward. 

I  asked  him  to  provide  me  with  any  information  that  he 
could, particularly  relating  to  the  involvement  of  White  House 
people  but  also  to  give  me  a  feel  for  what  he  knew  about  the 
events  which  transpired. 
Then  -- 

MR.  STRICKLER:   Now  at  this  point  I  would  like  to  caution 
the  witness  and  advise  the  attorneys  that  your  discussions  ' 
with  Mr.  Strachan  pertaining  to  the  post  June  17th  matter 
fall  within  the  relevancy  objection. 

So,  feel  free  to  testify  as  to  everything  concerning  the 
pre  June  17th  matter  but  nothing  subsequent  thereto. 
MR.  DUNIE:   Continue,  please. 
THE  WITNESS:   Yes. 

Mr.  Strachan 'advised  me  that  he  was  assigned  as  a  staff 
liason  to  the  Committee  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  current 
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operaz-zr.B   oz    zr.e    re-e_ec^icn  aricr-:  ?.r.c;  -o 

advised  from  ti~.e  co  tir^.e  as  needed  of  -.chat,  v.^.s  aoincr  on  at 

the  Re-Election  Committee. 

Ke  said  that  he  had  had  sop.e  cor.versatior.s  with  Mr.  Maaruder 
at  the  ConuT.ittee  with  regard  to  whether  or  not  Gordop.  Liddv' 
should  remain  en^.ployed  at  the  Coinmittee. 

He  told  me  that  Mr.  Magruder  and  Mr.  Liddy  u-ere  not  on 
good  terms;  that  at  one  point  in  time  Mr.  Magruder  had  tran^:  forrod 
Mr.  Liddy  from  his  direct  area  of  operation  — from  Maarnder's 
area  of  operation  --  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  that  he  hail 
subsequently  been  reassigned  to  Magruder 's  area  of  operation: 
that  he,  Strachan  — 

I  asked  Strachan,  based  on  information  that  I  had  alreaJv 
developed  in  the  course  of  this  investigation  whcthc^r  or  v.  ■',* 
he  had  ever  received  any  budgets  or  memoranda  or  other  mat(Mi,il 
which  would  indicate  that  a -bugging  operation  or  electronic- 
surveillance  was  going  to  take  place. 

He  stated  that  he  had  not  received  such  materi.il  . 

I  asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  received  anytliJn'-(  v/h  i  ch 
v7ould  have  indicated  to  him  that  such  a  survei  1  lan'-c  'ipfir^jt  i  <,ii 
was  underway,  that  is  the  fruits  of  a  iDiaain-:  ■'■rje;  .  1 1.  i 'jn . 

He  said  in  retrospect  he  could  rc:c:  L  L  havl  n-i  /  ^■■;'-r  j  •"■;<•• 
prior  to  the  knov;iedge  of  the  bro-T:<-;.n  t-s'-:':.-"  --^'--tr  h'-  '■',■]!  i 
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recall  having  received  some  synopses  which  might  have  been 
the  fruits  of  such  an  investigation  or  a  surveillance  or  not. 

In  other  words,  it  was  ambiguous  sofar  as  he  was  concerned 
I  asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  seen  any  memoranda  which 
bore  the  code  names  that  you  have  suggested  earlier,  and  he 
said  not,  that  he  had  never  seen  anything  bearing  those 

designations . 

Q     Did  you  ever  ask  him  the  cord  word  "Gemstone"? 

A    Yes,  I  did. 

I  asked  him  what  he  did  with  the  material  as  it  came 
over  from  the  Committee .which  he  obtained. 

He  said  ordinarily  he  held  it,  that  from  time  to  time 
material  which  he  felt  was  important  for  Mr.  Haldeman  to  see 
he  would  show  him  or  send  to  him  to  read. 

I  asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  sent  the  synopses  to 
Mr.  Haldeman  to  read  --that  he  now  thought  might  have  been 
the  fruits  of  electronic  surveillance. 

He  said  that  he  wasn't  sure  whether  Mr.  Haldeman  had 
ever  read  those  or  not. 

I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  any  personal  knowledge  of 
any  of  the  events  leading  up  to  the  break-in  itself. 

He  said  that  at  some  point  m  time  he  had  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Maqruder  that  an  intelliqeiice  operation  in  fact  had 
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been  establrshed.   He  did  not  ecruate  that  with  electronic 
surveillance  necessarily.   There  had  been  a  great  many  efforts 
■apparently  to  get  some  kind  of  information  gathering  facility 
developed  at  the  Committee  to  Re-Elect  over  a  period  of  months 
and  that  for  one  reason  or  another  it  never  got  put  together 
and  so  finally  Jeb  Magruder  reported  to  him  that  such  an 
entity  did  exist  and  it  was  capable  of  securing  information  and 
I  didn't  ask  Strachan  what  kind  of  information,  so  he  didn't 
tell  me. 

The  remainder  of  our  conversation,  I  think  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  falls  within  the  area  Mr.  Strickler  has 
referred  to. 

Q    That  is  the  events  v/hich  occurred  after  June  17, 
1972? 

A     Yes. 

Q  Now  at  the  time  that  this  conversation  was  held  . 
with  Mr.  Strachan  in  mid-April,  1973  had  you  been  assigned 
to  conduct  an  investigation  into  the  "Watergate  Affair"? 

A     Yes,  I  had. 

Q     Did  that  instruction  cone  from  the  President? 

A     Yes . 

Q     Was  there  anyone  olse  assigned  to  that  investiaation 
at  the  White  I'ouse? 
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A    Not  that  I  know  of,  not  at  that  time. 

Q    And  did  you  conduct  that  investigation  by  speaking 
to  various  persons  whose  names  had  arisen  in  the  press  or 
whose  names  had  come  to  you  through  other  methods,  through 

other  sources? 

A    Yes,  I  talked  to  a  number  of  people. 
Q    in  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Strachan  did  vou  ask 
him  anything  concerning  funds  from  the  Finance  Committee 
and  whether  he  had  received  any  such  funds? 
A     Yes,  I  did. 
Q    Prior  to  June  17  of  1972? 

A    Yes. 

Q    And  will  you  tell  us,  please,  that  portion  of  your 

conversation  with  him? 

^    He  told  me  that  prior  to  the  operative  date  of  the 
nev,  campaign  Finance  Law  that  a  fond  had  been  established  for 
political  poUing^»50,000.  that,  1   believe,  Htrachan  too. 
delivery  of  that  money  and  caused  it  to  be  placed  in  a  safety 
deposit  bo.  and  I  a.  not  clear  whether  he  told  .e  whether  any 
of  it  had  been  withdrawn  prior  to  this  June  date  or  not.   so 

•  ■    ^     „  whPt-h°r  I  -"i"  netting  outside 
I  wouldn't  be  in  a  position  to  say  whether 

the  bounds  here  or  not  in  talkina  about  withdrawals. 

DO  you  know,  physically,  in  terms  of  the  community 


Q 

(888) 


49.1     JOHN  EHRLICBMAN  DEPOSITION,   MAY  22,    1973,   PNC  V.   McCORD,    46-54 

53 


where  that  safe  deposit  box  was  located? 

A    I  believe  it  was  located  in  Arlington.   I  am  not 
sure. 

I  don't  know.   I  am  not  sure  Strachan  told  me  that. 
Somebody  told  me  that. 

Q    Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Strachan  indicated  to  you 
that  he  had  turned  that  money  over  to  anyone  else? 

A    Yes. 

Q    To  whom  had  he  turned  it  over? 

A    I  don ' t  know  the  man ' s  name . 

Q    Did  you  ask  him  the  man's  name? 

A    Mo.   He  volunteered  his  identity,  characterized 
him  as  a  friend  of  Alex  Butterfield. 

Q    Who  was  Alex  Butterfield? 

A    At  that  time,  when  he  received  the  money,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  White  House  staff. 

Q    He  did  not  indicate  Mr.  Butterfield  personally 
received  the  money  however,  did  he? 

A     No,  I  don't  believe  he  did. 

Q     Did  he  indicate  he  knew  the  man  who  had  been 
recommended  to  him  by  Mr.  Butterfield  to  receive  this  $350,000? 

A     I  don't  recall  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q     Did  he  indicate  to  you  whether  that  money  had  ever 
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been  kept  at  the  White  House  for  any  period  of  time? 

A    Prior  to  June  17  I  don't  believe  he  did. 

Q    Did  he  indicate  to  you  they  had  received  an  addi- 
tional $22,000  on  or  about  November  28  of  1972? 

MR.  STRICKLER:   I  object  on  the  ground  of  relevancy. 

Suggest  the  witness  not  answer  the  question. 

THE  VJITNESS:   I  shall  comply. 
BY  MR.  DUNIE: 

Q    Did  he  tell  you  who  authorized  the  withdrawal  of 
the  $350,000  from  the  Finance  Committee? 
, A     No. 


Q     I  think  you  indicated  yesterday  that  you  did  do 
some  work  on  the  political  campaign  in  a  certain  context. 

DO  you  know  who  was  authorized  to  withdraw  such  large 
sums  of  money  from  the  Finance  Committee  prior  to  June  17 
of  1972? 

MR.  STRICKLER:   For  the  sake  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
record,  I  appreciate  your  qualification  on  the  end. 

Has  it  been  established  this  money  was  withdrawn  from 
the  Finance  Committee? 

MR.  DUNIE:   Yes,  I  think  — 

MR.  STRICKLER:   This  is  a  question  that  seems  to  be 

assumed  here. 
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Senator  Montoya.  Well,  what  particular  assiprnment  did  he  have 
during  the  compai^ai  ?  I  undeiotood  that  lie  was  going  from  Mr.  Halde- 
man's  office  to  the  CRP  and  back  and  forth.  Did  you  know  of  this 
assignment  ? 

]\Ir.  EiTKLicuMAx.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  Have  you  since  found  out  about  this  assignment? 

Mr.  EnRnciniAX.  Tn  the  course  of  these  hearings  I  have  learned  a 
great  deal  more  than  I  ever  learned  when  I  was  in  the  White  House. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  You  mean  you  did  not  find  out  while  you  were  at 
the  White  House  about  [Nfr.  Strachan's  assignment? 

Mr.  EnRLiciiJiAX.  I  knew  almost  nothing  about  the  scope  of  Mr. 
Strachan's  assignment  while  he  was  in  the  Wliite  House  until  late,  you 
know,  in  the  March-April  period,  when  I  got  into  it  and  I  began  in- 
temdewing  people  and  he  was  one  of  the  people  I  interviewee!. 

Senator  IMoxTOYA.  "Wliat  did  you  find  out  about  him? 

Mr.  EHRLiCH^tAX.  At  that  time? 

Senator  ^Ioxtoya.  Yes. 

Mr.  EHra,iCHsiAX.  That  he  was  the  liaison  man  between  Mr.  Halde- 
man  and  the  Committee  To  Re-Elect  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  both 
ends  of  his  liaison  informed  of  the  acts  and  desires  of  the  other. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  Did  you  know  him? 

Mr.  Ehrltchman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  Did  you  know  him  to  be  a  ver>^  reliable  young 
man? 

Mr.  Ehklichmax.  Well,  I  did  not  know  him  well  enough,  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  his  reliability. 

Senator  Moxtoya.  If  he  conveyed  anything  to  the  CRP  or  brought 
anything  to  Mv.  Haldeman  from  the  CRP,  would  yon  say  that  he  was 
carrying  out  his  assignment  properly  ? 

Mr.  Eiiri.ichmax.  I  could  not  speculate  as  to  that,  sir. 

iSenator  Moxtoya.  "\Miv  can't  you  ? 

:Mr.  EnnLiCHJtAX.  Well,  I  just  do  not  have  that  kind  of  knowledge. 
Now,  so  far  as  reliability  is  concerned,  something  occui-s  to  me  that 
perhaps  you  ought  to  know.  My  fii-st  intenaew  with  Mr.  Straphan  was 
on  the  occasion  of  his  having  just  returned  from  the  grand  jury,  and 
he  came  in  rather  shaken  and  told  me  that  he  did  not  kiiow  what  to  do, 
and  he  was  looking  for  somebody  to  give  him  sonie  advice.  He  said  that 
he  had  just,  come  back  from  testifying  to  the  grand  jury  that  he  had 
delivei-ed  9350,000  to  Mr.  LaRue,  and  he  said : 

As  soon  as  I  left  there  I  knew  that  was  wrong.  T  had  not  delivered  ?350,O0O  to 
Mr.  I>;iRue.  I  had  delivered  some  lesser  sum  because  I  remember  that  they  took 
some  money  out  or  I  took  some  money  out. 

I  have  forgotten  how  he  put  it,  but  some  money  had  been  taken  out 
for  advertising.  "What  should  I  do?"  And  I  said,  ''Well,  do  you  have 
an  attorney,"  and  he  said,  "Xo,  I  do  not,"  and  I  said : 

That  is  the  first  thing  I  think  you  ought  to  do,  is  get  some  advice.  The  second 
thing,  it  .seems  to  me,  that  you  ought  to  do.  subject  to  your  attorney's  advice,  is 
to  go  and  tell  the  prosecutor  you  think  you  have  made  a  mistake  in  your  testimony. 

But  that  is  probably  tlie  only  real  gage  I  have  of  Mr.  Strachan's- 
-timonial  reliability. 

Senator  JNIoxtoya.  Then,  what  did  you  find  out  about — ^what  con- 
usion  did  you  reach  with  respect  to  jlr.  Strachan  as  a  result  of  the 
iutcrviews  that  you  had? 
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Jlr  Ehkltchm  \x.  ^Y\\^.i  lie  told  me  in  the  second  interview  I  had 
with  iiini  I  felt  was  correct  and  the  truth  and  that  he  was  trying  very 
hard  to  tell  me  everything  he  knew.  I  had  a  favorable  impression  of 
what  he  told  me,  that  is,  of  the— of  his  attempt  to  tell  the  truth. 

Senator  J^Iontoya.  The  point  I  am  trying  to  make  is,  did  you  reach 
any  conclusion  from  the  interviews  with  respect  to  him  as  to  whether 
or  not  he  was  involved  either  in  the  pre- June  17  complicity  or  afteH 
Mr  Ehrlichm-^x.  I  see.  He  told  me  that  he  had  received  from  the 
Committee  To  Re-Elect  notice  that  they  had  an  int«lligence  capability-. 
H^-and  I  confronted  him  with  what  Mr.  ilagnider  had  alleged  which 
was  that  J^Ir.  Magruder  had  sent  over  to  him  a  budget  which  included 
specific  reference  to  bugging  and  he  said  no  he  would  have  remembered 
if  anv-thing  like  that  had  come  over.  He  was  sure  he  had  never  seen 
anything  itke  that.  He  said  that  he  did  receive  from  Mr.  Alagruder 
some  material  designated  Sedan  Chair,  and  it  looked  to  him  like  syn- 
opses of  wiretap  information.  Of  coui'se,  we  have  learned  smce  that 
Sedan  Chair  was  not  a  wiretap  but  that  was  the  only  thing  he  said  he 
received.  He  said  he  got  no  Gemstone  material  at  all. 

Senator  Montoya.  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  I  am  ]ust  interested  m  what 
you  concluded  as  a  result  of  the  interviews  with  respect  to  these  in- 
dividuals. ,      .  .^,  J    .       ^r„ 
Mr.  Ehrlichjian.  All  right.  ^My  conclusion  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Strachan  was  that  he  was  a  messenger,  that  he  was  not  an  activ-e  plan- 

ner  or  executor  of  any  plan  but  simply  a  conveyor  back  and  forth.   . 

Senator  Moxtoya.  All  right.  Now  what  conclusion  did  you  reach 

with  respect  to  Mr.  Kalmbach?  r^,,^^y...\, 

^Iv.  EiiRLirHMAN.  ilv  coiiclusion  after  talking  with  Mr.  Kalmbach, 
as  vou  will  see  in  this  r^emorandum  that  we  have  now  given  the  stall, 
I  take  it,  perhaps  it  is  best  if  I  simply  read  you  a f hort  i>ortion  of  that 
as  my  then  contemporaneous  conclusion.  That  will  probably  be  the  best 
evidence.  Do  vou  have  that,  counsel?  t  i,   j 

Mr.  Wilson.  I  gave  them  the  only  copy  I  had. 
Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Do  vou  want  to  read  it?  _ 

Senator  ]Montoya.  Let  me,  I  am  running  out  of  time  now. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  All  right,  very  shortly.  Senator- 

Senator  ]Montoya.  I  merely  wanted  to  get  an  indication  as  to  what 
kind  of  an  inquiry  you  had  conducted  with  respect  to  each  individual. 
Mr.  Ehrlichman.  All  right.  INIy  inquiry  with  him  was  as  to  his 
money-raising  efforts  and  whether  or  not  he  knew  either  directly  or 
whether  he.  knew  circumstances  surrounding  his  effoi^  which  might 
have  put  him  on  notice  that  he  was  engaged  m  an  effort  to  buy  the 
silence  of  defendants  and  I  was  satisfied  that  he  did  not  know 

Senator  ^Iontoya.  All  right,  what  inquiiy  did  you  make  about  Mr. 

Kalmbach?  .        -,  ,r     -rr  i    i,    v, 

Mr    Ehrlichman.  I  interviewed  Mr.  Kalmbach.  . 

Senator  Montoya.  Just  briefly,  what  inquiry  did  you— you  inter- 
viewed him? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

iSenator  Montoya.  All  right.  Anrt  you  taped  his  conversation  ^ 
Mr.  Ehrlichman.  No,  sir.  I  made  this  memorandum  afterward 
which  I  have  given  to  tlie  staff. 
Senator  jNIontoya.  All  right. 
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Mr.  EiiRLiCHMAN.  In  that  I  think  you  will  see  that  it's  my  conclusion 
that  he  acted  in  the  best  of  faith  thinking  that  he  was  simply  engaged 
in  raising  money  for  the  defense  fund  purposes  that  he  has  testified  to. 

Senator  IMontoy.^.  All  right.  Then  how  many  interviews  did  you 
conduct  as  a  result  of  your  being  commissioned  by  the  President  to  go 
into  this? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  let  me  refer  to  my  list  again.  Ten. 

Senator  MoxxorA.  Ten? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Montoya.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  conduct  these 
interviews? 

Mr.  Ehrlichsian.  Well,  I  did  this  in  the  period  between  April  5 
and  April  14. 

'Senator  Montoya.  The  President  indicated  that  he  had  also 


I        ini 


I      yo 


Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Excuse  me,  I  am  sorry,  Senator,  April  15,  I  beg 
your  pardon  because  I  saw  Mr.  Strachan  at  9  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  the  15th. 

Senator  Montoya.  All  right. 

Now,  what  was  this  statement  of  the  President  all  about  when  he 
stated  that  on  March  21  as  a  result  of  serious  charges  "which  came  to 
my  attention,  some  of  which  were  publicly  reported,  I  began  intensive 
new  inquiries  into  this  whole  matter." 

What  did  he  mean  by  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  I  think  what  he  meant  by  that  was  the  series 
of  events  starting  March  21  and  culminating  April  17  which  would 
have  been  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Dean  on  the  21st;  the  McCord 
letter  to  Judge  Sirica  on  what,  the  23d  or  whatever  it  was;  his  sending 
Mr.  Dean  to  Camp  David  to  write  out  his  statement ;  Mr.  Dean's  return 
without  the  statement;  his  turning  the  investigation  over,  taking  it 
from  Mr.  Dean,  his  turning  the  inquiry  over  to  me ;  my  efforts  to  talk 
to  witnesses  through  this  time;  the  parallel  efforts,  and  I  don't  mean 
to  in  any  way  diminish  the  efforts  of  the  investigators  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  and  in  the  prosecutor's  office  who  were  doing  an  ex- 
traordinarily effective  job  right  at  this  time. 

You  see,  when  I  talked  to  Mr.  Magruder,  for  instance,  he  had  already 
been  to  see  the  U.S.  attorney  and  told  him  everything  as  a  result  of 
their  efforts.  So  these  were  all  parallel  efforts  going  on  and  there  was  a 
lot  of  reporting.  The  President  had  his  meeting  with  the  Attorney 
General  and  Mr.  Petersen  on  that  Sunday,  and  they  compared  notes 
as  to  all  of  these  investigations,  and  then  this  all  came  to  a  head  on 
that  following  Tuesday. 

Senator  Montoya.  Would  you  then  say  that  up  until  March  you  were 
convinced,  and  the  President  was  convinced  in  the  White  House  that 
there  was  no  White  House  involvement ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Montoya.  You  were  convinced  up  to  that  time? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  was  saying  that  all  across  the 
country  because  I  believed  it. 

Senator  Montoya.  And  you  kept  saying  this  to  the  President  on  the 
basis  of  information  which  you  were  recei\'ing  from  Mr.  Dean  and 
others? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  In  the  best  of  faith,  yes,  sir. 
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Th.  PresidciC  talked  ■..•ith  Aro-.y  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Cen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  vith  television  v;ricer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

Tne  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.  Tne   call  was  not  completed. 

rne  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

Tne  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

Th^  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
KleLdienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 

the  call. 
The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 
The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  EhrUch3::an. 
The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 
The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Roo:a. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Kill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  ^^     .^.^ 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  Cal^foinxa 
Mrs.  Edv.-ard  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Rooni. 

The  President  and  Lb-  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 

1   ,  1  K,.  P..V  ^;r  Pill.   The  Rochester  Male  i-i.o.^-.  o, 
conducted  bi  Kc\  .  ..i  .  i.iJ-J--   '  ^e-v"co.   Fo: 

Rochester,  Minnu.otr.  al.o  par txc^rated  m  the  .e.x-^^- 
a  list  of  cuestc,  sec  Arri-x!inL_^_ 
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PRESiDLtJf  [(i(;riA:;(j  i.'ixo/rs  o.m.y  diai;y 

W'r     Iti.fl  f.,  .r.:  (..f   r.-l.rl  A-l.-i'/J 


HOUSE 
:  n.r. 


L).'.ir  [.v^.  (),,  Y,  , 

_  /-PP.IL  15,  J.973   ,  '■ 

11.-!^         OAV  (J 


12:11 


12:11 

1:05 
1:05 

1:11 
1:12 
2:30  ? 
3:27 
3:36 

3:48 
3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

'■ :  3  'i 


1:05 


:22 
:30 
:44 


3:49 


5:15 


5:32 


Pill  INT 
R  -Kr.t.itJ 


The  President  and  the  First  Lad/,  acconpanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  ^-ad 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  the  State  Dining  Roon.   Enroute,  cl-.ey 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  Che  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

l/hite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

Tne  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  xjith  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  K.  R.  Haldeman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  met  with: 

Attorney  General  Kleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichnan.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

Tiie  President  -..-ent  to  V.'os  t  E.X(^cutive  Avenue. 

T'nc  President  a:^.J  Mr.  Kebo^o  roLorcd  fro-  the  E03  to  .'"icr  O."...- 
of  tt'.c  U.ishi  U;'-.;  en.  >;avy  V.jrd.   r.nro;-.tt',  the  rresiuo;;t 
grcc-tod  r..enl'0'LS  o'.  tho  cri-.;<l  as:.o~.'.)Uii  at  ilie  north  o.\  i '-■ 
of  V.osC  Exc'CUt  Ivf  Avenue. 

The  I'l'V-iJint  ;:;■!,;  .'!:■.  K.-bo^o  l-.v-n'.c-f  t!'0  So.ti:."' '  • , 
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Tiir.  v.iitTt:  HOUSE 
'.v,'ASiir::::TON',    l).C. 


5:37 


7:24 
7:34 

7:43 
7:50 


11:21 
11:45 


I'iDNi; 

p.  -  KtvcivcJ 


7:24 


7:42 


9:15 


8:14 

8:18 

8:25 

8:26 

9:17^ 

10:12 

9:39 

9:41 

10:16 

11:15 

11:53 


pr;r.3iot:Mr  divSiaiid  f.'v.ori's  daily  diauy 


IMIH    !M...    D.T.   Yl.t 

_/^P;•.^L_l5  ,    1973 
TIME  u.vr 

5:32    p.n.    SUrrDAY 


ACTIVITY 


Tae   President   and   Mr.    P.cbozo  were   greeted  by   Lt .    Cdr. 
Andrew   J.    Co=be,    Captain  of    the   Sequoia. 

rne   President  went  boating  on   the  Sequoia.      Ke  was 
accompanied  by: 

Mr.    Rebozo  

Lt.  Col.  '.v'illiara  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj.  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach,  Personal  Physician 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  VJashlngton  Kavy  Yard. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Havy 
Yard  to  V?est  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr.  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  III- 

Tne  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  vjith: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 
The  Preside:it  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 
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49,5     TOM  HART  MEMORANDUM^   JULY  24 ^    197 Zy   EXHIBIT  29 ^ 
IN  RE  GRAND  JURY^   MISC.    47-7 S 


THE   WHITE    HOUSE 

V-'  A  C-  H   I  N  G  T  O  N 

July  24,     197  3 

MEMORANDUM  FOR:  MR.    JACK  NESBITT 

Presidential  Papers 


TROM:  TOM  KART         |  . 

SUBJECT:  '  President's  Daily  Diary 


April   15.    l'?73 


Your  office  has  called  my  attention  to  the  President's  Daily  Diary  of 
April   15,    1973,    particularly  tiie  discrepancies  therein  wifh  certain 
individuals  meeting  the  President  and  has  asked  for  clarification  on 
.these  points.      I  will  try  to  giyc  these   clarifications  to  you  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  recollection  together  with  conversations  I  have 
had  with  others  and  their  knowledge  and  recollection  concerning 
this   day. 


1.  The  diary  shows  the  President  going  to  the  Oval  Office      • 

from  t;:e  Residence  at   10:35  a.m.    and  departing  fhe'Oval 
Office  at:ll;l5  a.m.    and  returning  to  the   Residence. 
There  is  an  accompanying  notd  fro.m  the  Secret  Service 
.      which  states:  "No  meetings  in  Oval  Office  between 

10:35-   11:15  a.m."     The  President,    in  fact,    did  meet 
with  John  Ehrlichman  in  the  Oval  Office   curing  this 
■period  of  time.      It  probably  went  unnoticed  by  the  Secret 
Service  as  Mr.    Eh.rlichman  would  probably  iiave  entered 
through  the  private  door  in  Mr.    Bxill's  office.      I  arrived 
at  my  office  at  apnroxim.atcly   11:00  a.m.    and  met  Manolo 
Sa.nchez   tricre.      He  tolci  iiie  tiiat  the   President  was   nioefe- 
ing  -.vith  Mr.    Er.r  li  c;u-nan  at  tliat  time.      Mr.    Sanchez  and 
myself  waited  for  ti.e  President     to  leave  as   ue  knew  iie 
was  expected  at  tlie    Yellow  Oval  Room  on  ihc   L^econd  floor 
of  the  Residence  to  have  coffee  with  the  I'leverend  E.  V. 
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,.n.   who  v..as  ^hc  Minister  for  the   ^Vhlte  House  Worship  Service 
''  -TM,  .  Pre--  u-'ont  did  leave  h;^  office  at 

that  san.c   '^^'^'V  "JV,, ,; '  a  to  -u-   Residence  alone.      We  were  not 
^    ■  o         -..n  -r     Ehrlichi-.an  entered  the  Oval  Otfvcc  but 

::Z:^::Z:^: :oL:in..  ......^^  10:33  and  1.00  a.:.,   whe. 

J\^rr.ved.     Mr.    Sanchez  confirms  this  information. 

.     The  diary  shows  that  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General 

..    ihe  d.arv   ^n  The  Attorney  General  was 

Kleindi^st^e^:^   .  a       .    -  P^-       for  the  President  to  arrive 
over  in  .ne  ^^^  ^';^;;  °       ^^^^     ^„,,t  in  together.     This  is  con- 
and  ^3  ;Oon  .s  ^-  -^^^  ^^    3^^^^,^^^.     The  diary  shows  that  the 
Pr^^d^  m   ;  "^^h  ^^  Ehrlichman  at  i:Z4  until  3:30  ^  n. 

■   '  Mr     Sa' d.ez  h^s  told  me  that  he  recalls  that  Attorney  General 
Mr.   Sancncz  h-s  t  p        ^^ent  alone  until  he  left  and  then 

Klcindienst  met  wiun  the  Prcsioen  Ehrlichman 

,.  approximately  fi.^  or  te^minu^e^^^  ^lerefore,   I  believe 

-Z^  the  President  at  some  point  after 

. :     "^I^L...  Cener.  left  at^Z .Z  .  ^^^^^^^  ^ ^.^       . 

^^^ :  ^^1  :!;:::^t?:^"^::;:."  cln;  tha^Mr.   Ehmchman  met  with 
,,  ,i:; V^csident  alone  for  forty-fWe  minutes  to  an  hov.r. 

■  ^    ■      .u  \-  fK..  President  met  withUr.Rebozo  frona    ■ 

%     The  diarv  shows  that  the  JrTesiaent  i.i^i- 

i,    ine  uidi)    -^ii  .  -   nr,        .-V,       TViic:  is  erc^nousas 

^•?S  until  soiTus  tirnc. after  d;00  p.m.     Ihis  i^  err«u    «^ 

Mr!  ^io  ^.not  meet  ..th  the  ^..^-2^^- r::— -,.. 
..     This  information  probably  ca«^c  trom  ^^^L'^f  j^^^^^,  ,^,t 
.-    thi*  Mr.    Rebozo  entered, the  complex  of  EOB  ---" ^^^5^ 
"     time  but  to%he  recollection  of  Mr     Sanchez  and  of  C^^^^^^^ 

GaMcn  ^vho  was  the  duty  Military  Aide  that  oav     ..  r.    ^ 

(^atccn   .  ..    _  President's  EOB  office  with  Colonel  Goiccn    . 

^vaited  outsiac  the   President  .  ^^^  Attorney 

Pct.^r.cn  entered  to  meet  with  th^Presiden.     ^-'^^^^ 

,     ^--  ,         ,,       p..;w,.ncc       ^'r.    Rehozo  did  accompany  tho 

returned  to  the   Rc.uicncc.     --r.  ^^^^  ^^^ 

-      a  boAt  ri'.e  o..  -ic  -^1  tunes 

«i,..   l/^•'  hecau'^e   01  the  lact  inai  i..i<- 
have  arisen  m  the  K-.-,  ucc^u-^ 
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kept  for   pv;r-nn:,  ;^^,,,-inr;  v:^ih  the   Prcsidcnl  in  his   EOB  ofn..: 
are   cer.eraliy  so-.il  by  liio   ruccp:ioni.st  who  sits   outsido  his 
cnor  t!-,ore  arc  t;;r.t  on  ti^i^s   parficular  clay  which  was  a  Sunday 
there  was  no  receptionist  there  because  there   is  generally  no 
need  for  one  as  the  President  does  not  usually  have   such  meetings 
on  a  Sunday.      V.1:ion  such  meetings   do  occur  when  the  receptionist 
is  not  there,    your  office  generally  relies  on  the  EPS  log  for 
meeting  information.      This   can  be  erronous  as  a  person  can  be 
logged  as  to  entering  the  complex  of  the  President's  EOB   office 
without  t}-!at  person  entering  the  inner-office  and  meeting  there 
with  the  President.      This,    I  suspect,    was  the  problem  with  the 
discrepancies  that  your  office  has   called  our  attention  to  on 
that  particular  day. 
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50.       On  April  15,  1973  the  President  met  with  John  Ehrlichman  from 
10:35  to  11:15  a.m.   Ehrlichman  reported  that  he  was  meeting  with  Strachan. 
There  was  a  discussion  of  the  motive  for  payments  to  the  defendants  and 
of  what  Dean's  defense  might  be  to  obstruction  of  justice  charges. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  that  conversation,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  the  recording.  A  summary  of  that  transcript  has  been 
prepared. 


Page 

50.1  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  15,  1973, 

Exhibit  20,  In  re  Grand  Jury,  Misc.  47-73 906 

50.2  Memorandum  from  Tom  Hart  to  Jack  Nesbitt, 
July  24,  1973,  Exhibit  29,  In  re  Grand  Jury. 

Misc.  47-73 909 

50.3  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of 
White  House  edited  transcript  of  a  meeting 
between  the  President  and  John  Ehrlichman 

from  10:35  to  11:15  a.m.,  April  15,  1973 912 
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50.1     PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARY,  APRIL  IS,    1973,   EXHIBIT  SO, 
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im.   VdlllL    HOUSE 


HIitSIDCNf   fvMCHARD    NIXOJI'S   DAILY    DIAKY 


I-T  A(  I.    DAY    I'l  CAN 

*Kcvi:-.ca,    7/26/73 
Till-;  KIIITK   HOUSE 
WASiirNCTON.    D.C. 


f:    ;   OCVr;- 


:v   ! 


UAlii   (Mo..   Uiy.   Y».)  r-.  _ 

APRIL   15j_1973      .^ 

TIME  DAY  '^ 

12:09    a.m.    SUNDAY 


12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 
10:02 

10:13 
10:16 
10:35 


10:35? 


11:15 
11:17 
11:17 

11:32 
11:33 


12:16 


12:32 


12:45 
1:04 


10:15 
10:17 

11:15 


11:32 


12:07 


/.,. 


i^ 


■  ■-  ^:-rr.— ;j&..^ 


The  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

Tne  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Hr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  Pr  ^^dent  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger, 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 


The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hill.   The  Rochester  Male  Chorum  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service 
a  list  of  guests,  sec  APPEXOIX  "A." 


For 


~^Y 


C  r  :  ) 


/  /, 


^^-f-^ 


■7 
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50.1     PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARY,   APRIL  IS,    1972,   EXHIBIT  20, 
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PKtsiDtrjT  richa;:d  nixofi's  o.mi.y  diary 

(5t<  Tij-cl  r,.i.i.|  l.,f  Tuvcl  A,l..i[yl 


.  OAV  mCAN 

THE  u'iiitl:  house 
'■■AquTrf:T^^^^  n.r 


12:11 


12:11 

1:05 
1:05 

1:11 

1:12 
2:30  ? 
3:27 
3:36 

3:A8 
3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 
5:25 

5:32 


1:05 


2:22 

3:30 
3:4A 

3:49 

5:15 


5:32 


HllONE 


DA  IE  (Mo..  Oj,.  Yr.) 

._APRIL_15.._1973   ,  >J- 

TI.Mt         DAY  (J 

12:11  |..n.  Si;-.-ri,\Y 


The  President  and  the  First  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  mil,  went  to  the  State  Dining  Roon.   Enroute,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

I'Thite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Elirlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  K.  R.  Haldeman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  met  with: 

Attorney  General  ICleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichraan.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

The  President  went  to  West  E-xecutive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  i;:oUored  from  the  EOB  to  Pier  One 
of  the  Washinj-.ron  Kavy  Yard.   Enrouto,  the  President 
greeted  members  of  the?  crowd  assenbled  at  the  north  e.vit 
of  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  bo.irde^l  the  Sequo:->. 
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PRESIDENT  niCHAi;D  rjfxorrs  daily  diary 

l<;ct   Irj.tl   nrc.iJ   r.,f   Tuvtl    AiU.dr) 


THE  WUTE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON,  n.C. 


5:37 


7:24 
7:34 

7:43 
7:50 

8:14 
8:25 
9:1"' 
9:39 
10:16 

11:21 

11:45 


7:24 


7:42 

9:15 

8:18 
8:26 

10:12 
9:41 

11:15 


I'lioNi; 


11:53 


DATE  (Mo,.  l))i.  Yr.)       ■. 

APRIL  15,  197 3 

TIME        DAY 

5:32  p.n.  SUrPJAY 


Tlie  Pre^3ident:  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt .  Cdr. 
Andrew  J.  Combe,  Captain  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  boating  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.  Rebozo 

Lt.  Col.  William  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj .  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach ,  Personal  Physician 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  VJashington  Navy  Yard. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr,  Ehrlichman 
Mr .  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  III. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr,  Ehrlichman 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 
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THE   WHITE    HOUSE 

NV  A  S   H    I  N  G  T  O  N 

July  24,     1973 

MEMORANDUM  FOR:  MR.    JACK  NESBITT 

■  Presidential  Papers 


FROM:  TOM  HART 

SUBJECT:  President's  Daily  Diary 

April   15.    1^'7  3 


Your  office  has   called  my  attention  to  the  President's  Daily  Diary  of 
April   15,    1973,    particularly  tiie   discrepancies  therein  with  certain 
individuals  meeting  the  President  and  has  asked  for  clarification  on 
these  points.      I  will  try  to  give  these   clarifications  to  you  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  recollection  together  with  conversations  I  have 
had  with  others  and  their  knowledge  and  recollection  concerning 
this   day. 


1.  The  diary  shows  the  President  going  to  the  Oval  Office 

from  the  Residence  at   10:35  a.jn.    and  departing  the  Oval 
Office  at  11:15  a.m.    and  returning  to  the  Residence. 
There  is  an  accompanying  note  irom  the  Secret  Service 
which  states:  "No  meetings  in  Oval  Office  between 
10:35   -   11:15  a.m."     T]:ie  President,    in  fact,    did  meet 
with  John  Ehrlichman  in  t":ie  Oval  Office   curing  this 
period  of  time.      It  probably  went  unnoticed  by  tlie  Secret. 
Ser\-ice  as  Mr.    Elirlichman  v.ould  proDal:>iy  'nave  entered 
through  the  private   door  in  Mr.    Bull's   oflice.      I  arrived 
at  my  office  at  approximately   11:00  a.m.    and  n"!et  Manolo 
Sanchez  tiicre.      }zc  tohi  nie  t:-;at  the   President  v.'a  s   meet- 
ing with  Mr.    Er.r  li  c;i:T!an  at  liiat  time.      Mr.    Sanciiez  and 
mysell  waited  for  t-ie  President     to  leave  as   vv'e  l;i;ew  iie 
was   expected  at  ti;e    Ycllov.-  Oval   ]\ooni   on  tb.e    ;-econd  floor 
of  the   Residence  to  have   coffee  v^  ith  the   i^e\-ereMd  E.  V. 
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•nV   vho  v.-a:?  ihc  Mini-^ter  for  ihc   While  House  V/orship  Service 
^hat   -vr^e  -ui-^in-.      The   President  did  ler.ve  his   office  at 
\l.^-~,  a    -1      a-d  r.^lurned  to  the   Residence  alone.      V/e  were  not 
cu^e  OKactlv  v.hen  Mr.    Ehrlichman  entered  the  Oval  Olfice  but 
U  apparently  was   sometime  between   10:35  and  11:00  a.m.    when 
I  had  arrived.     Mr.    Sanchez  confirms  this   inform.ation. 


ihc 


....   dia-y  -^bovvs  that  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General    - 
Kleindienst  beginning  at   1:12  p.m.      The  Attorney  General  was 
over  in  the  EOB  outer  office  waiting  for  the  President  to  arrive 
and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  they  went  m  together.     This  is  con- 
firmed bv  Mr.    Bull  and  Mr.    Sanchez.      The  diary  shows  that  the 
President  met  with  John  Ehrlichman  at   1:24  until  3:30  p.m. 
Mr.    Sanchez  has  told  me  that  he  recalls  that  Attorney  General 
Kleindienst  met  with  the  President  alone  until  he  lext  and  then 
approximately  five  or  ten  minutes  after  he  left  Mr     EhrUchman 
came  in  and  met  with  the  President  alone.      Therefore,    I  believe 
that  Mr     Ehrlichman  met  with  the  President  at  some  point  after 
the  Attorney  General  left  at  2:22  p.m.     The  EPS  log  showed 
Mr.    Ehrlichman  in  at  1:24  p.m.     It  probably  should  have  read 
2-2-1  p.m.     Mr.    Sanchez  recalls  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman  met  with 
the  President  alone  for  forty-fWe  minutes  to  an  hour. 

3     The  diary  shows  that  the  President  met  with  Mr.    Rebozo  from 
*    3-25  until  some  time  after  5:00  p.m.     This  is  erronous  as 
Mr.    Rebozo  did  not  m.eet  with  the  President  that  afternoon 
This  information  probably  came  from  the  EPS  log  wnich  shows 
that  Mr.    Rebozo  entered  the   complex  of  EOB  offices  at  that 
time  but  to  the  recollection  of  Mr.   Sanchez  and  o^  Coxonel 
Golden  "ho  was  the  duty  Military  Aide  that  day.    M.r.    Rebozo 
wa;ted  ov.tside  the   President's  EOB  office  with  Colonel  Golden 
ard  Mr.    Sanchez  until  shortly  after  4:00  p.m.    when  .attorney 
General  rUeindienst  and  Assistant  Attorney  General  Henry 
p.;.rscn  entered  to  meet  with  the  President.      Mr.    Rebozo  tnen 
r^^urned  to  the   Residence.      Mr.    Rebozo  did  accompany  the 
^rcsidert  when  he   left  his  EOB   office  at  5:25  p.  n..    to  go  out  for 
;  boat'ride   on  the  Seq.oia.      I   believe  that  these   discrepancies 
h-vc  arisen   in  the   In-,  because   oi  the  fact  that  the  true  t.m.. 
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3. 

kt'pt  for  persons  meeiing  -.-ih  the   Presided  in  his  EOB  offi.  • 
are   c,.neraliy  ::■,■^i  by  ihe   reccunonist  who  sits   outside  his 
coor  r:.orc  and  that  on  this   particular  day  which  was  a  Sunday 
there  was  no  receptionist  there  because  there   is  generally  no 
need  for  one  as  the  President  does  not  usually  haC-e   such  meetinc^s 
on  a  Sunoay.      V.I.en  such  meetings  do  occur  when  the   receotionis't 
IS  not  there,    your  office  generally  relies  on  the  EPS  lo"  for 
meeting  inforT^.ation.      This   can  be  erronous  as  a  person  can  be 
logged  as  to  entering  the  complex  of  the  President's  EOB  office 
without  that  person  entering  the  inner-office  and  meeting  the-e 
with  the  President.      This,    I  suspect,    was  the  problem  with  the 
discrepancies  that  your  office  has  called  our  attention  to  on 
that  particular  day. 
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SUMMARY  OF  EDITED  WHITE  HOUSE  TRANSCRIPT 
April  15,  1973,  10:35  a.m.  to  11:15  a.m. 

On  April  15,  1973  the  President  and  Ehrlichnian  met  in  the  Oval 
Office  from  10:35  a.m.  to  11:15  a.m.   The  President  asked  who  Ehrlichman 
had  seen  this  morning,  and  Ehrlichman  replied  "I  have  Strachan  up  there 
right  now."   (p.  1)  The  President  told  Ehrlichman  that  he  received  a 
call  from  Kleindienst,  who  told  him  that  he  had  been  up  most  of  the  night 
with  Titus  (U.  S.  Attorney)  and  Petersen,  and  that  he  wanted  to  see  the 
President  alone  that  afternoon.   Ehrlichman  said  Kleindienst  "obviously 
got  Titus  in  to  find  out  what  the  progress  is  in  the  Grand  Jury."   (p.  2) 

The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  what  line  Ehrlichman  wanted  to 
take  with  regard  to  the  special  prosecutor  thing.   Ehrlichman  replied  that 
Kleindienst  wants  it,  so  that  "He  can  stay  on  [as  Attorney  General]  and 
...  so  that  he  personally  doesn't  taint  the  process  by  reason  of  his 
closeness  to  Mitchell.   And  that  makes  sense.   Sneed  does  not  have  that 
problem,  and  Sneed  is  controllable  within  limits,  and  I  think  he  is 
credible.   I  may  be  wrong  about  his  credibility."   (p.  2)   The  President 
replied  that  "I  agree  with  this,  I  think  he's  credible."  The  President 
went  on  to  say  "The  reason  I  think  he's  credible  is  something  else  — 
is  that  the  Grand  Jury  I  assume  (unintelligible)  come  through  with 
some  indictments.   I  mean,  suppose  they  just  indict  Magruder  and 
Mitchell  (unintelligible)."  The  President  said,  "Well,  that's  the  fish.  . 
The  big  fish,"  and  "Damn  it,  what  more  do  they  want?   Now  what's  the 
problem  with  the  special  prosecutor?  As  I  see  it,  it  just  puts  another 
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(unintelligible)  loose  (unintelligible)  around  there."   (p.  3) 
Ehrlichman  said  the  special  prosecutor  will  second-guess  Silbert  and, 
Ehrlichman.  assumed,  "will  feel  that  his  mandate  is  to  .  .  .,"  and  the 
President  interjected,  "Tear  hell  out  of  the  place?"  Ehrlichman  said  "And 
—  that's  just  an  additional  risk  which  you  wouldn't  have  with  the  Dean  whose 
been  a  part  of  the  process."  The  President  said,  "(Unintelligible)  with 
him  (unintelligible)  myself  (unintelligible).   If  not  then,  let's 
face  it,  he  hasn't  been  very  helpful  throughout  this  thing,"  to  which 
Ehrlichman  responded  "That  [sic]  right.   (Unintelligible)  he  stood 
as  far  away  from  it  as  he  could  get."   (pp.  3-4)  The  President  said 
"And  Mitchell  let  it  get  away  from  him.   A  little  (unintelligible).   Is 
that  what  he  said  to  you?",  to  which  Ehrlichman  said  "Yeah.   He  expressed 
real  bitterness."   (p.  4) 

The  President  then  asked  "You  didn't  get  Colson  yet?" 
Ehrlichman  said  he  did  not,  but  he  would  see  him  while  the  President 
was  seeing  Kleindienst.   The  President  asked  "I  suppose  Colson  is 
(unintelligible)  Hunt,  and  Bittman  which,  of  course,  tie  Colson  in,  right?" 
Ehrlichman  said  "Yeah,"  and  the  President  said  "Up  to  his  navel.   There's 
not  a  damn  thing  you  can  do  about  that  is  there  John?"   Ehrlichman 
replied  "No,  really  not,  not  at  this  point.  You  have  to  depend  on 
Hunt's  natural  secrecy  and  secretiveness ."  The  President  said  "John, 
there  is  nothing  in  it  for  Hunt  ....  (unintelligible)  go  back  over 
everything  he's  done  prior  to  that  time."  After  Ehrlichman  said 
"Well  . . .  ,"  the  President  said  "There  might  be  something?"   (p.  4) 

Ehrlichman  then  said  that  Hunt  "apparently  .  .  .  has  perjured 
himself  a  second  time."  Ehrlichman  said  "Gee,  he  perjured  himself  at  the 
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trial,  then  he  was  granted  immunity,  came  back  into  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
perjured  himself  again.   The  U.  S.  Attorney  is  looking  down  his  throat  and 
could  say  to  him  look,  I  can  forget  some  of  these  counts  if  you're  a  good 
boy  now."   The  President  said  "the  point  ...  I  make  is  .  .  .  the 
limits  of  his  testimony,"  and  commented  "If  he  testifies  just  on 
Watergate  that's  fine.   He  isn't  going  to  get  a  damn  thing  more  than 
anybody  else."   Ehrlichman  replied  "I  don't  see  any  incentive  for  him  to 
go  broader,  and  I  haven't  heard  a  whiff  of  that."   (pp.  4-5) 

The  President  apparently  asked  Ehrlichman  if  he  had  talked  with 
Strachan.   Ehrlichman  replied  "Yes,  sir,  just  about  ten  minutes  ago.   And 
I've  been  doing  all  the  talking  so  far."  A  discussion  followed  in  which 
the  President  made  the  comment  "(Unintelligible)  any  (unintelligible)  for 
removing  him?"  Ehrlichman  said  "Not  yet.  Not  yet."  The  President  said 
"He's  a  good  man  --  good  man,"  and  Ehrlichman  said  "I  think  he,  I  think 
he'll  do  fine."   The  President  further  said  " (Unintelligible) you  expect 
any  one  (unintelligible)  I  was  cogitating  last  night,  and  we've  got  the 
people  that  can  —  I  mean  on  the  obstruction  of  justice  thing,  which  I 
think  is  our  main  problem  at  this  time  —  well  of  course  it  is  the  main 
problem  because  it  involves  the  other  people."  The  President  said  "Other- 
wise it's  just  Chapin  ...  and  Mitchell  ...  and  Magruder  .  .  .  possibly 
Dean  .  .  .  ."   Ehrlichman  said  "Mardian  and  LaRue,"  The  President 
asked,  referring  to  LaRue,  "They  got  him  on  that  too?"  Ehrlichman  said 
"Yeah.   Yeah."   The  President  asked  "You  mean  Magruder  has"  and  when 
Ehrlichman  confirmed  that,  the  President  said  "That's  going  to  be  hard. 
This  fellow's  lied  twice  to  (unintelligible)?"   (pp.  6-7)   The  President 
said  "The  people  you've  got  with  obstruction  are  Hunt  and  Goldblatt  and 
Bittman,  right?"   Ehrlichman  corrected  him  by  saying  Rothblatt. 
Ehrlichman  said  he  would  be  surprised  if  Bittman  testified  because  he 
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guessed  Bittman  worked  himself  out  of  a  haven;  and  the  President  said 
"Wouldn't  serve  his  interests  to  get  involved  in  the  obstruction  of 
justice.   He's  basically  almost  a  bag  man,  not  a  bag  man,  but  a 
message  carrier,  isn't  he?"  Ehrlichman  said,  "No,  no.  —  was  an 
instigator  ~.   He  was  concerned  about  his  fee  ...  so  he  was  one 
of  the  active  promotors  of  that  as  near  as  I  can  tell."   (pp.  7-8) 

The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  "What  was  involved  .  .  .  from 
our  side,  our  guys"  on  "the  obstruction  thing."   Ehrlichman  replied  "you 
had  defendants  who  were  concerned  about  their  families,"  lawyers  concerned 
about  their  fees,  and  "You  had  a  campaign  organization  that  was  concerned 
about  the  success  of  its  campaign  ...  and  didn't  want  these  fellows  to 
say  anything  in  public  that  would  disrupt  the  campaign."  The  President 
asked  "Is  that  legitimate  to  want  people  not  to  say  ....  something 
in  public  that  would  disrupt  the  campaign  or  because  it  would  embarrass 
people?"   Ehrlichman  said  "Sure,"  and  the  President  said  "Cover  up,  you 
mean?"   Ehrlichman  said  "It  would  impeach  the  campaign  in  effect.   But 
at  the  same  time  a  lot  of  those  same  people  who  had  that  legitimate 
motive  .  .  .  had  an  illegitimate  motive  because  they  were  involved  in 
protecting  their  own  culpability  and  here  were  talking  about  LaRue, 
Magruder,  Mitchell  possibly."   The  President  asked  "(Unintelligible)  they 
wanted  the  defendants  to  shut  up  in  court?"  and  Ehrlichman  said  "Certainly, 
certainly."   (pp.  8-9) 

The  President  said  "now  let's  take  Dean  .  .  .  [a]s  a  case  in 
point.   ...  we  could  get  him  out  of  it  —  he  could  weasel  out  ....  he 
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says  he's  not  involved  in  the  prying."   Ehrlichman  pointed  out  Dean  "was 
in  touch  with  these  committee  people  who  could  to  Dean  express  a 
benign  motive  and  at  the  same  time  had  a  corrupt  motive."  "If  I  were 
Dean,"  Ehrlichman  said  "I  would  develop  a  defense  that  I  was  being 
manipulated  by  people  who  had  a  corrupt  motive  for  ostensibly  a 
benign  motive."   (pp.  9-10) 

The  President  said  "Some  did  have  benign  motives."  The 
President  stated  "it's  only  tangentially  that  it  touches  you  and  Bob. 
You  know  what  I  mean  that  somebody  came  to  you  ....  I  mean  you  said  go 
talk  to  Kalmbach."   Ehrlichman  said  that  "the  thing  that  ran  through 
my  mind  .  .  .  was  Howard  Hunt  has  written  40  books"  and  was  worried 
about  th.e  support  of  his  family,  that  he  could  see  "Hunt  writing  an 
inside  expose  of  how  he  broke  into  the  Democratic  National  Headquarters 
at  the  request  of  the  Committee  to  Re-elect  the  President."   (pp.  10-11) 

Ehrlichman  said  "Now,  if  I  had  a  choice  between  getting 
contributions  for  the  support  of  Howard  Hunt's  family."   The  President 
said  "Yeah.   And  that's  .  .  ."  ;  Ehrlichman  said  "And  that  was  pretty 
easy"   (pp.  10-11);  and  the  President  said  "And  I  suppose  they  would 
say  though  that  .  .  ."   Ehrlichman  said  "Oh,  didn't  care  what  Howard 
Hunt  said  to  the  Prosecutor.   He  can  say  anything  he  wanted  to  the 
prosecutor  in  a  secret  —  in  a  secret  session.   That  didn't  hurt  us," 
and  the  Grand  Jury  was  operating  at  that  time  in  secret  and  the  case  did 
not  come  to  trial  until  after  the  election.   The  President  said  "I  think 
(unintelligible)  it  was  ~  nobody  was  trying  to  keep  him  from  telling 
the  truth  to  the  Grand  Jury  —  to  shut  him  up  to  the  Grand  Jury?" 
(pp.  11-12)   Ehrlichman  replied  "I  can  say  in  truth  and  candor  that 
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Dean  never  explained  to  me  that  there  was  any  kind  of  a  deal  to  get 
these  guys  to  lie  or  to  change  their  stories  or  to  refuse  to  testify 
to  the  trial  of  the  action  or  anything  of  that  kind.   That  was  just 
never  discussed.   So  I  don't  feel  too  uncomfortable  with  this."   (p.  12) 

Discussion  turned  to  the  possible  resignation  of  Kleindienst, 
Ehrlichman  saying  if  Kleindienst  resigns,  "that  says  there  is  something 
wrong  with  the  Justice  Department."  The  President  said  "So  you  would 
keep  him,"  and  Ehrlichman  said  'At  this  point.''   (p.  12)   "Even  if  he 
disqualifies  himself?''  the  President  asked,  and  Ehrlichman  said  ''That's 
right  —  which  wouldn't  be  anything  too  new"  to  which  the  President  said 
"Sure." 

Ehrlichman  told  the  President  he  had  a  call  in  for  Kleindienst 
but  that  "Titus  would  have  told  him  last  night  what  Magruder  said,  and  so 
he  will,  this  morning,  have  I  think  as  much  knowledge  about  this  thing 
as  we  have."   (pp.  12-13) 

The  President  asked  about  the  statement  of  Magruder 's  attorneys 
that  the  prosecutors  were  "hot  in  going  after  Colson,"  that  "The  reason 
there  of  course  is  Hunt,"  although  "Magruder  had  nothing  on  Colson." 
(pp.  13-14)   Ehrlichman  said  "The  one  phone  call  is  the  only  incident  that 
he  has  to  relate."  The  President  asked  Ehrlichman  "What  do  you  do 
about  Colson,  John?"   Ehrlichman  replied  "I  don't  think  there's  much  to 
do  at  this  point.   He's  .  .  .  building  his  own  defenses.   I  assume  that 
he's  doing  whatever  has  to  be  done  with  Hunt  —  that  only  he  could  do.  .  . 
he's,  I'm  sure,  has  had  surreptitious  contact  with  Hunt."  The 
President  said  "Yeah.   He  says  (unintelligible)  take  care  of  your 
kids."   Ehrlichman  said  "And  I  think  Chuck's  natural  proclivities  will," 
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and  the  President  stated  "Do  everything,"  Ehrlichman  said  "do  anything 
we  can  possible  [sic]  do."   (pp.  14-15) 

The  President  asked  "what  could  Liddy  (unintelligible)  to 
corroborate  Magruder?"  Ehrlichman  responded  that  "Magruder  gives  them 
everything  tfiey  could  have  hoped  to  get  from  Liddy."  The  President 
then  said  "(Unintelligible)  --  How  do  you  get  Liddy 's  sentence  cut 
down?   (Unintelligible)."  Ehrlichman  replied  "It  may  be  too  late  for 
him."   They  discussed  why  Liddy  did  not  talk,  what  kind  of  person 
Liddy  was,  and  that  there  were  all  kinds  of  stories  about  Liddy.   (p.  15) 

Regarding  Kleindienst,  the  President  said  "Well  look,  I'll  just 
listen  to  him.   He  has  come  in  so  often,"  and  "I  can  say  on  ITT,  of 
course,  we  didn't  —  my  basic  responsibility  (unintelligible)  McClaren 
settled  this  case  or  something  like  that  .  .  .  ."  Ehrlichman  said  "No, 
that  wasn't  to  settle  a  case"  or  "to  file  an  action."  Ehrlichman  said 
"You  remember  they  were  about  to  file  a  law  suit  and  .  .  .  Flanigan 
found  out  about  it. '  and  Ehrlichman  came  and  told  the  President  about 
it.   The  President  asked  "Why"  and  Ehrlichman  said  "(Unintelligible) 
may  have  forgotten  the  details,"   The  President  asked  "Why  didn't 
we  think  they  should  file  an  action?  .  .  .  I  am  sure  it  was  a  good 
reason  .  .  .  .  "  Ehrlichman  said  "Yeah.   We  had  a  run  .  .  .,"  and 
the  President  interjected  "a  runaway  antitrust  division  at  that  point.   Yeah, 
and      I  had  been  raising  hell  with  McClaren  ...  on  all  this,  and  I 
said  now  this  is  a  violation  of  my  policy  .  .  .  (Unintelligible)  a 
violation  of  rules  that  I  had  laid  down  with  McClaren."  Ehrlichman 
said  "I  will  testify  to  my  dying  day  that  our  approach  to  antitrust 
cases  as  (unintelligible)  virtually  without  variation,  on  policy  rather 
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than  the  merits  of  the  individual  case."  Ehrlichman  continued  "There 
was  one  exception  to  that  .  .  .  that  Granite  City  Steel  case  where 
we  criticized  their  analysis  —  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  did." 
(pp.  16-17) 

The  President  said  "What  the  hell  was  it,  John  that  (unintelligible) 
Kleindienst.   Here's  this  guy,  you  know,  who  is  really  good-hearted  and 
worked  hard  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  and  went  down  to  the  wire  and 
so  forth.   His  advice  has  been  just  wrong."   (p.  18)   Ehrlichman  said  "I 
think  he  felt,  and  1  have  not  talked  to  him  about  this,  but  I  think  he  felt 
that  if  he  involved  himself  in  this  case  at  all  in  Mitchell's  behalf,  that 
eventually  it  would  have  tainted  the  whole  proceeding  and  maybe  redounded 
to  Mitchell's  disadvantage  — ."   The  President  said  "Right  ...  Oh 
I  suppose  that's  (unintelligible)."   Ehrlichman  said  "and  that  Mitchell's 
best  chance  — "  and  the  President  said  "I'm  not  speaking  in  Mitchell's 
behalf  but  I  am  just  thinking  of  —  just  so  that  we  would  be  (unintelligible), 
or  try  to  know  how  (unintelligible)."   (p.  18)   The  President  said  "All 
you  ever  asked  was  the  general  question,  what's  going  on."   (p.  18) 

Ehrlichman  said  "I  may  have  told  you  about  this,  but  the  U.  S. 
Attorney  now  feels  Dean  that  overreached  them  by  providing  information 
out  of  the  Grand  jury  to  the  Committee  for  the  Re-election.   I  think 
that  may  be  legitimate  criticism  if  he  in  fact  did  that.   On  the  other  hand, 
for  him  to  provide  us  with  information  inside,  for  the  orderly  operation 
of  the  government,  is  another  matter.   That's  two  quite  different  things. 
If  you  peddle  information  from  a  Grand  Jury  to  the  outside,  or  if  you 
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peddle  it  Inside  to  people  who  are  responsible."   (p.  19)   Ehrlichman 
informed  the  President  that  Dean  had  information  on  who  was  going  to 
be  called  as  witnesses,  so  that  apparently  Mardian  "was  able  to  get 
around  and  coach  witnesses . "  Ehrlichman  said  "In  some  cases  1-Iardian, 
I  guess,  was  very  heavy-handed  about  it,  and  — ,"  and  the  President 
said  "Well,  is  there  anything  wrong  with  that?"  Ehrlichman  said, 
"Yeah,  well  there's  something  wrong  with  — ,"  and  the  President  asked 
"He  was  not  their  attorneys   [sic]  is  the  problem?"   (p.  19)   Ehrlichman 
said,  "Well,  no,  the  problem  —  the  problem  is  he  asked  than  to  say  things 
that  weren't  true."  The  President  said  "Oh."   (pp.  19-20)  > 

Ehrlichman  said  that  Porter,  who  worked  for  the  Committee, 
was  asked  about  "higher-ups"  and  "apparently  passed  money  to  Liddy 
from  Sloan  and  was  privy  to  quite  a  lot  of  information,"  had  been  coached 
and  would  "probably  be  indicted."  The  President  asked  why  the  Grand 
J'ury  did  not  indict  him,  and  Ehrlichman  said  they  didn't  have  the  evidence 
because  "There  was  a  cover  story  which  Mardian  and  others  cooked  up, 
and  Porter,  who  corroborated  the  cover  story,  is  now  indictable  for 
,  perjury.   He  is  a  little  fish  who  got  caught  in  the  net."   (pp.  20-21) 

The  President  said  "Poor  son  of  a  bitch.   It's  wrong.   It's 
wrong."  Ehrlichman  said  "The  whole  thing  is  just  monumentally  tragic." 
The  President  then  said  "Dean  is  concerned,  and  concerns  me.'  The 
President  said  "I  don't  think  he  could  have  been  that  active  in  the 
pre  ~  the  post  yes  —  the  pre  things.  Magruder,  Magruder  may  be 
Cunintelligible)  a  little  (unintelligible)  in  some  of  that  stuff." 
(p.  21)  They  discussed  briefly  Dean's  story  about  meetings  in  the 
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Attorney  General's  office,  what  Magruder  said  he  approved  and 
Mitchell  disapproved,  and  a  meeting  in  Florida  about  the  final  Liddy 
proposal.   (pp.  21-22)   Ehrlichman  said  he  assumed  Magruder  told 
Dean  about  three  places  on  the  list  —  Watergate,  Fontainbleu,  and  the 
McGovern  Headquarters.   (pp.  22-23) 

Ehrlichman  said  that  Mitchell  phoned  this  morning  to  say  that 
Daniel  Schorr  had  been  on  the  shuttle  when  he  rode  back  to  New  York, 
and  that  CBS  sent  somebody  out  to  the  airport.   Ehrlichman  said 
Mitchell  told  Ehrlichman  that  Mitchell  "said  to  Schorr  he  didn't  know 
anything  about  the  Watergate,  and  he  didn't  think  anybody  cared  about 
the  Watergate,  and  he  had  just  been  down  to  the  White  House  and  he 
hadn't  seen  the  President.   That  was  all  that  he  said.   He  is  looking 
forward  to  testifying  before  the  Ervin  Committee,  and  so  forth.   So 
he  called  me  this  morning  just  to  say  that  ...  he  wanted  us  to  know 
what  he  had  actually  said  in  case  there  was  any  press  report  to  the 
contrary."  The  President  said  "Well  Ziegler  should  simply  say,  yes 
he  was  here  to  see  you  (unintelligible)  it's  true  (unintelligible)." 
(p.  24)   Ehrlichman  said  "Don't  have  any  comment  on  that,"  and  the 
President  said  apparently  referring  to  what  Ziegler  should  say,  "I 
have  no  information  on  the  subject." 

There  was  some  discussion  about  news  stories  and  polls  and 
the  President  said  "Seriously,  it's  a  hell  of  a  Washington  story."   (p.  27) 
At  the  end  of  the  transcript  there  is  a  notation  "MATERIALS  NOT  RELATED 
TO  PRESIDENTIAL  ACTIONS  DELETED." 
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51.     On  April  15,  1973  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Klein- 
dlenst  from  1:12  to  2:22  p.m.  in  the  President's  EOB  office.  Kleindienst 
reported  to  the  President  on  the  evidence  against  Mitchell,  Dean,  Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman,  Magruder,  Colson  and  the  others.  Kleindienst  has  testified 
that  the  President  appeared  dumbfounded  and  upset  when  Kleindienst  told 
him  about  the  Watergate  involvement  of  Administration  officials,  and  that 
the  President  did  not  state  that  he  had  previously  been  given  this  infor- 
mation by  John  Dean.  The  President  asked  about  the  evidence  against 
Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  and  made  notes  on  Kleindienst 's  response.  There 
was  a  disctission  of  the  payments  to  the  defendants  and  what  motive  had 
to  be  proved  to  establish  criminal  liability.  There  was  discussion  of 
the  transfer  of  $350,000  from  the  White  House  to  LaRue.   The  President 
made  a  note:   "What  will  LaRue  say  he  got  the  350  for?" 

The  Committee  has  subpoenaed  the  tape  recording  and  other  evidence 
of  this  conversation.   The  President  has  stated  that  the  tape  on  the 
recorder  for  his  EOB  office  ran  out  during  his  afternoon  meeting  with 
Kleindienst.   The  President  has  produced  an  edited  transcript  of  a 
recording  of  a  portion  of  the  conversation.  A  suimnary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 
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I  was  up  at  8  :','>0  a.m.  As  a  result  of  that  meeting  we  a^eed  that  I  had 
to  see  tlie  President.  I  put  a  call  in  to  the  White  House  at  8:30  a.m., 
the  President  letui-ned  my  call  at  !j  iW  a.m.  I  told  him  it  was  absolutely 
imperative  that  1  see  him  right  away.  He  said  that  I  liave  the  Sunday 
service  at  the  White  Plouse  at  11  a.m.  I  told  him  that  rather  than  ^ro 
to  church  with  my  wife  and  children  I  would  go  up  there  and  attend 
that  service  at  11  o'clock  and  be  available  to  see  him  after  that  was 

,\er. 
I  think  the  reception  lasted  until  approximately  1  o'clock  and  around 
1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  met  with  the  President  in  his  office  in  the 
Executive  Office  Building. 

Mr.  DoRSE.v.  Now,  am  I  correct  that  at  least  part  of  the  meeting 
was  devoted  to  briefing  the  President  and  that  one  of  the  decisions 
rnade  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15  by  you  would  be  that  vou  would 
in  effect  withdraw  from  the  supervision  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
Watergate  case? 

Mr.  Kleindiexst.  The  whole  meeting  was  devoted  solelv  to  talking- 
about  the  information  that  I  had  obtained  that  night  ani  the  conse° 
quences  that  inevitably  must  flow  from  it. 

Mr.  DoKSEx.  Now,  I  would  like  to  show  to  you  a  document  which 
you  provided  tlie  committee  dated  April  15,  1973.  The  first  page  is 
typewritten.  The  page  under  it  is  handwritten.  I  ask  if  you^'can 
identify  that  for  the  committee? 

Mr.  Klei.vdienst.  Yes.  I  know  what  you  have  in  your  hand,  Mr. 
Dorsen.  I  furnished  it  to  the  committee.  The  document  undenieath,  in 
my  Iiandwriting,  is  a  document  that  I  wrote  out  hi  my  office  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  I'etersen  after  he  and  I  had  met  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  which  I  set  forth  tlie  reasons  why  I  liad  to  recuse 
myself  from  any  further  contact  or  iiuolvement  in  the  Watergate 
case  and  in  which  I  designated  him  to  substitute  for  me  as  the  Attoniey 
(Jeneral  of  the  United  States  in  anything  further  concerning  the 
Water  fcate  case. 

I  further  requested  that  lie  communicate  tliis  decision  of  mine  to — 
in  the  contents  of  this  memorandum  to  U.S.  Attorney  Titus,  Silbert. 
and  to  Acting  Director  Gray  of  tlie  FBI.  I  signed  it  and  I  had  Mr' 
Petersen  sign  it  indicating  the  time  that  he  received  it.  It  was  impor- 
tant for  me  to  establish  the  time  when  I  no  longer  had  anv  connection 
with  the  ^Vatel■gate  thing. 

I  then  Xeroxed  a  copy  of  my  handwritten  statement  and  gave  it  to 
him  and  I  kept  the  original.  And  this  is  it— the  top  document  tliat  vou 
handed  me  is  a  typed  document  of  my  handwritten  document. 

Mr.  Doi:.sEX.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  request  that  the  document  identified 
and  summarized  by  Mr.  Kleindienst  be  admitted  into  evidence. 

Senator  Euvix.  It  will  l)e  received  and  appropriately  marked  as  an 
exhibit  and  admitted  in  evidence  as  such. 

TThe  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  No.  145.*] 

Mv.  DoRSEx.  What  does  the  word  "recuse"  mean  in  this  context  ? 

]\Ir.  IvLEixoiExsT.  It  is  a  technical  word  used  by  lawyers  and  par- 
ticularly tliose  in  Government  service  which  si<rnifies'that  for  one 
reason  or  another,  usually  ethical  reasons,  that  you  withdrew  from  any 
^urthei- participation  in  a  particidar  matter. 

•Sw  p.  .-!S60. 
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nity  and  that  his  statements  to  them  svere  oa  a  conditional  basis 

-iuffh  his  attorney  predicated  ui)on  whetlier  he  got  jn.munity  or  not. 

"li.  TiioMi-sox.  You  went  to  see  the  President  on  the  b.th^ 

Ml-.  KfXixDiENST.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TiioMi-soN.Tliesameday.  ,     ,     ,i         > 

Did  you  tell  luni  substantially  what  they  had  told  you. 

Mr  Ki-EiNDiKNST.  To  the  best  of  my  ability  because  1  took  the  note,, 
that  i  had  written  on  my  wife's  stationery  and  had  them  in  my  pocket 
and  I  read  from  my  notes.  ,,,.,,.  ,■   „j 

Mr  TiioMi'sox.  And  what  was  the  President  s  leaction ': 

Mr.'  Kleindiex.st.  He  was  dumbfounded.  He  was  veiy  upset,  he 
was — he  was  very  upset.  .       .,    .  .     „..,, 

Mr  Tiio^ipsox.  1  believe  you  mentioned  in  an  interview  that  lie  was 

'^  mI-  Wx^i^£'welh  I  was  very  upset  about  this,  ^Ir.  'Hionn.son. 
I  don't  think  since  my  mother  died  when  I  was  a  young  boy  that  I  ever 
had  an  event  that  has  consumed  me  emotionally  with  such  sorrow  and 
sadness  as  this  situation  and  he  was  very  considerate  of  my  feelings. 
"T\Ir  Tho^ipsox.  Mr.  Kleindienst,  did  you  have  occasion  at  any  time 
after  the  break-in  in  197-2  to  talk  to  the  President  either  m  pei-son  or 
by  telephone  about  the  Watergate  matter? 

Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  I  didn't-I  know  I  had  a  conversation  with  him 

almost  immediately  afterward.  .,  •     .,    .  ^„+;.„? 

Mr  Thompsox.  Do  you  recall  what  was  said  in  that  conversation? 

Mr'  IvLEixmEXST.  Well,  what  was  said  about  that  is,  he  said,  Dick. 
I  told  him  what  we  were  doing  and  he  .said,  Dick,  you  l^'^-e  ?ot  to  have 
a  thorough  intensive  complete  investigation  of  this  and  I  think  that 
that  is  when  he  first  said  let  the  chips  fall  Nvhere  they  wi  I. 

During  the  summer,  we  had  the  Republican  Convention.  I  was  gone 
for  approximately  a  month  up  in  the  Poconos  and  then  the  campaign 
came  along.  I  didn't  have  many  conve.-sations  with  the  President  du.-- 
ing  that  period  of  time,  none  that  I  can  specifically  recall.  I  had  t«o 
meetings  with  h.m  up  at  Camp  David  after  the  e  ection  and  af  er  I 
had  reUirned  from  Europe.  We  didn't  have  to  talk  much  about  the 
Watero-ate,  I  knew  what  I  was  doinc,  he  knew  what  I  was  doing,  but 
the  e.Kt'^nt  to  which  it  was  brought  up  was  in  the  same  context. 

Mr.  Thompsox.  :\Ir.  Kleindienst,  I  have  no  further  questions. 

Thank  vou,  sir.  ,,  i  it 

Senator  P^rvix.  Did  John  Ehrlichman  tell  you  he  was  bugging.  I 

use  that  word  unadvisedly,  rather  recording  your  conversation  with 

™Ir.  Kleixdiexst.  No,  sir.  If  I  ever  felt  he  had  I  don't  know  if  I 
would  have  ever  talked  to  him  again, 
r^enator  Ervin.  You  stated,  as  I  understand  your  testimony,  that 
I    the  President  indicated  by  his  conversation,  when  you  reported  what 

I    you  knew  about  the  Watergate  affair  to  him,  that 

I        Mr.  Kleixdiexst.  What  meeting  are  you  talknng  about,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

Senator  Ervtx.  The  15th. 

Mr.  KLEixorEXST.  Yes,  sir.  ,    .u  j.  \,„ 

Senator  Er\ix  [continuing].  That  he  indicated  by  his  reply  that  he 
did  not  know— that  he  was  ignorant  about  the  Watergate  attair? 
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Mr.  Ki.KCNDiKxsT.  Well.  I  would  .s;i_v  tiiat  the  infoniKition.  tlie 
natme  that  I  described  witli  him,  would  have  come  to  his  attention 
contemporaneously.  If  Mr.  f]hrlichman  is  talkinc;  to  Magruder  all 
afternoon  the  day  before  I  would  just  assume,  altlmupli  lie  didn't  sav, 
that  jNIr.  Ehrlichman  would  have  made  a  report  like  this  to  the  Presi- 
dent. But  I  would  gather  from  my' meeting  with  the  President  that 
he  had  no  such  knowledge  until  immediately  prior  to  my  meeting,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator  Envix.  Now,  do  you  agree  with  me  that  of  all  of  the  human 
beings  on  the  face  of  the  iOaith  that  the  one  who  knows  most  about 
this  is  the  President  himself,  that  is,  about  the  President's  state  of 
knowledge? 

3\rr.  Kleindienst.  You  mean  the  one  person  who  most — knows  most 
about  this  situation? 

Senator  Envix.  The  one  who  knows  more  about  what  the  President's 
state  of  knowledge  was  between  June  17,  1972,  and  April  15,  1973,  is 
the  President  himself? 

Mr.  Kr,EixDiENST.  "Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  agree  that  the 
President  knows  jnoie  about  what  he  knows  than  I  know  what  lie 
knows. 

Senator  Ervix-.  That  is  what  I  meant. 

In  July,  sometime  between  July  7  and  August  9,  T  believe  you  said. 
John  Ehrlichman  called  Henry  Peteisen  and  entered  a  protest  that 
the  prosecuting  attorneys  were  harassing  Secretary  Stans  because 
they  were  calling  upon  him  to  perfoim  an  obligation  which  de%'olves 
upon  all  citizens  of  the  Unired  States. 

Mr.  Kr.EixDiExsT.  That  is  essentially  it.  I  think  Mr.  Petersen  will 
be  a  better  witness  as  to  the  consideration  between  Mi-.  Ehrlichman. 
My  attention  really  wasn't  so  much  consumed  with  what  Ehrlichman 
said  to  Petersen  and  Petersen  said  to  Ehrlichman.  I  was  interested 
in  Mr.  Ehrlichman  not  giving  directions  to  people  in  mv  department. 
Senator  Em7x-.  Yes. 

Here  was  a  person  that  had  been  delegated  by  the  President  with 
tremendous  governmental  power,  ,Tohn  EhiHchman.  nndertakinir  to 
dictate  to  the  Department  of  Justice  how  witnesses  should  be  treated? 
Mr.  Kr-EixniEx.sT.  Yes.  T  think  Mr.  Ehrlichman  made  a  mistake 
on  that;  he  never  did  it  again  and  ho  probablv  wishes  l»e  hadn't 
done  it. 

Senator  Eimx.  As  T  undeistand  from  voiir  testimonv — if  I  am 
wrong  you  let  me  know — you  agree  that  Assistant  .Vttornev  General 
Peter.sen  could  excuse  Stans  from  going  before  the  grand  jurv  and  let 
liim  testifv  bv  deposition  in  some  pri\  ate  offices  or  public  offices  a])art 
from  the  grand  jurv? 

Mr.  TvT.ETxnrExsT.  Mr.  Petersen  made  that  lecommendatioii  to  me 
and  I  will  take  the  full  responsibility  for  that,  ,'^enator  Ervin. 

Senator  Envix.  Well,  that  troubles  me  a  little  bit  ]>ecanse  of  my  con- 
viction that  all  men,  regardless  of  whetliei-  thev  are  princes  or  peasants 
or  former  Caliinet  meuibei-s  and  just  ordinary  Americans,  oiiirht  to  be 
treated  cc|ual  bofoi-e  the  law. 

It  also  gives  me  misgivings  for  another  reason.  I'^nder  the  statute 
we  have  grand  juries  compo.sed  of  anywhere  from  lf>  to  ■}:>  men,  and  it 
is  a  part  of  the  judicial  process  that  they  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
cross-examine  a  witness. 
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Senator  Gurney.  The  problem,  1  guess,  was  that  there  was  a  coverup 
and  people  weren't  advancing  information. 

Mr.  KiJiiNDiEXST.  I  have  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  Senator  Gumey. 

Senator  Gurnet.  I  think  that  is  what  we  found  here  in  these  many 
weeks. 

_Ir.  Ki.EiNDiEXST.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gurney.  One  question  on  that  meeting  with  the  President. 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  was  covered. 

Mr.  KLEixDiE>f  ST.  What  meeting  is  that  ? 

Senator  Gurney.  This  is  the  April  15,  Sunday  meeting. 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gtirnet.  Did  the  President  ever — did  he  tell  you  in  the 
meeting  what  he  had  been  advised  previously  by  John  Dean? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  recollection. 

Senator  Gttrney.  That  was  not  discussed  ? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No.  I  was  more  interested  in  telling  him  what  I 
loiew  and  then  dealing  with  the  consequences  of  that  knowledge  on 
my  part,  my  own  deep  feelings  and  what  to  do  next.  The  decision  to — 
my  recommendation  to — have  Henry  Petei-sen  act  in  my  place  and 
stead — getting  Henry — Henry  was  working  on  his  boat  and  came 
into  his  fii-st  meeting  with  the  President  with  tennis  shoes  and  a  dirty 
T-shirt,  very  embarrassed — going  back  to  my  Department — executing 
a  document  by  which  I  recused  myself,  and  then  going  home. 
""Senator  Gurney.  Your  logs  show  a  number  of  phone  calls  and 
meetings  during  this  period  of  time  from  the  June  17  break-in  until, 
well,  through  almost  your  resignation,  phone  calls  with  Colson,  for 
example.  Did  those  cover  Watergate  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Kleendienst.  I  never  recall  ever  talking  about  Watergate  with 
Mr.  Colson. 

Senator  Gurney.  Tliere  are  also  a  number  of  teleplione  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  LaRue.  Did  you  ever  discuss  Watergate  with  him? 

Mr.  Ku.iNniENST.  Never. 

Senator  Gurney.  And  also  one  or  two  with  Haldeman.  Did  you 
discuss  Watergate  with  him? 

Mr.  Kleindtenst.  Never. 

Senator  Gurney.  Tliei-e  were  a  few  phone  calls  with  Mr.  Krogh. 
What  were  thev  the  subiect  of  ? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  I  tliink  that  was  brought  to  mv  attention  bv  Mr. 
Haire  of  vour  committee  yesterdav,  ''hat  I  had  some  conversations 
with  ifr.  Kiogh  on  Mondav  tlio  dav  before  the  freneral  election.  T  think 
you  will  also  see  on  tliat  dav  there  must  have  been  fiO  or  TO  calls,  and 
I  had  meetings  witli  ^fr.  rnlhurn  who  was  Diivctor  of  the  I'.S.  ^far- 
shal  Service  and  Chief  Wilson  of  tlie  Metropolitan  District  Police. 
Those  conversations  had  to  be  with  respect  to  problems  involving 
demonstrators  in  anticipation  of  the  election  returns  the  next  day. 

Senator  Gi-rnky.  Tliev  had 

Mr.  Kleixdikn.st.  Mr.  Kro.n-li.  one  of  liis  assi.rnnnents  was  to  coordi- 
nate on  belialf  of  tlie  White  House.  District  of  Columbia,  and  DeDart- 
ment  of  Justice  in  tliis  situation  :  nothing  with  respect  to  this  situation. 
Dr.  Ellslierg.  or  anvtliiug  else.  T  never  heaid  of  the  so-called  Plumbers 
until  it  became  publicly  i-e\ealed. 
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TME  V;inlE   HOUSE 


li.A(  i.  Jay  iiiCAN 
*Kcvisecl,  TlieiTi 
TUK  WHITE  HOUSE 
V.'ASiilN'GTON,  D.C 


PRESIDciNT  RICHARD  MIXOM'S  DAILY  DIARY 


DATE  (M.J,.  Ojy.  Vr.)     JA  _ 

-^PKIL-^i^j  1973 /V_; 

1 IME        DAY        ^ 

12:09  a.m.  SUI.'DAY 


12:20   12:32 


12:33 


12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 
10:02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10:35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 
11:33 


12:45 
1:04 


10:15 
10:17 

11:15 


11:32 


12:07 


ACTIVITY 


The  President  talV.ed  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   Tne  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   TVie  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,'  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast.  ■ 

The  Preaident  was  telephoned  by  Mr,  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst, 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichican. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Roon. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  liad  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edv.-ard  Y.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  ilr.  Hill.   Tlie  Rochester  Male  Chorus  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service.   For 
a  list  of  guests,  see  AFPEXnTX  "A." 
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E^ 


_  UAY  ULGAN 

THE  u'iiitl:  house 
'■■'A.'^HT::nTn>'  n.r 


12:11 


12:11 

1:05 
1:05 


1:11 
12 
2:30  ? 
3:27 
3:36 

3:A8 
3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 


1:05 


2:22 
3:30 
3:44 

3:49 

5:15 


5:32 


H-PhtcJ 


UAll.  (M.,..  Djj.  Yr.)       >- 

_APRIL_15.,  J97  3  _.'/• 

TIME        DAY         (J 

32:11  p.m.  SU:.T)AY 


The  President  and  the  First  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  wont  to  the  State  Dining  Room.   Enroute,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

VJhite  House  photograplier ,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
Vfliite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  Haldeman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talV^ed  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   TTie  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  met  with: 

Attorney  General  ICleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichman.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  EOB  to  Pier  Ono 

of  the  Washing, ton  Kavy  Yard.   Enroute,  the  President 

greeted  members  of  the  crowd  assenibled  at  the  nortli  exit 
of  V.'es  t  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  boarded  tlio  Sequo  \.;< . 
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PRF.S!DEriT  RICHARD  IllXOri'S   DAILY   DIARY 

iS^c  TiJ.d    r.ccnr.l   (r..    Tri.cl    Acllv,./) 


THE  VaUTE  HOUSE 
yASHTNOTON,  D.C. 


DATE  (Mo..  Djt.  Yr.)      W.     , 

APRIL  15,  1973 '  •  l^_ 

TIME       DAY         "4 

5:32  p.m.  SUCTAY 


5:37 


7:24 
7:34 

7:43 
7:50 

8:14 
8:25 
9:17 
8:39 
10:16 

11:21 
11:45 


7:24 


7:42 

9:15 

8:18 
8:26 

10:12 
9:41 

11:15 


11:53 


PHONU 


ACTIVITY 


The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt.  Cdr. 
Andrew  J.  Combe,  Captain  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  boating  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.  Rebozo 

Lt.  Col.  William  L.  Golden.  Military  Aide 
Maj  .  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach,  Personal  Physician 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

llie  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr .  Haldeman 

T>ie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  mat  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  III. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

Tne  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 
Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 
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T  rH  i:    ■■/.•  rn  I  7  £1    HOUSE 
■■V  A  :;■  ^-!  I  -J  •-.  r  o  N 


July.  24,     197  3 


MEMORANDUM   FOR: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 


MR.    JACK  NESBITT 
Prosicicntlal  Paoers 


TOM  KART 


President's   D=>.ilv  D 


la  ry 


April    Id.    1  ^^  <  3 


Your  office  has   called  my  attention  to  the  President's  Daily  Diary  of 
April    15,     1973,    particularly  tiie   discrepancies  therein  with  certain 
individuals  meeting  the  President  and  has  asked  for  clarification  on 
these  points.      I  will  try  to  give  these   clarifications  to  you  to  the  best 
of  n-iy  knowledge  and  recollection  together  with  conversations  I  have 
had  with  others  and  their  knowledge  and  recollection  concerning 
this   day. 


1. 


The  diary  shows  the  President  going  to  the  Oval  Office 
frona  the  Residence  at   10:35  a.j-tT.    and  dcparlinc  the  Oval 
Office  at   11:15  a.m.    and  returning  to  the  Residence. 
There  is  an  acconipanying  note  fro.m  the  Secret  Service 
which  states:  "No  meetings  in  Oval  Office   betv.een 
10:35   -    11:15  a.m."     T-^.e   President,    in  fact,    cid  micct 
v%  ith  John  El.rlicV.man  in  x'r.c  Ovai  Office   curinc  this 
period  of  time.      It  probably  went  unnoticed  by  th.e  Secret 
Service  as  Mr.    E'lrlichman  v.ould  probaL>iy  ::ave  entered 
thrGu;;!i  the   nrivare   door   in  Mr.    Ijull's   office.      I  arrived 
at  my  office  at  ap-^iroximatc!  y    11:00  a.  mi.    and  irct  ,M?.:->olo 
Santho:   Iht-ro.      ''r  u^lc;  mi-  that  iho   Presid.-nt  wj  s   ireirt- 

n  at  i;..ii  t:me.      X:-,    Sanchc:\  and 

.e   !;r;cv.'  :\e 


IT 


Wllh 

s.;lf  V. 


:\  r : 


■.  rrf 


1   (•, 


t- 


t:'.at  mo    Presic: 
:  I;.. It  ti  r"o.      aI  :• 

'  f.e  :;l      to    lea  v>r   a 


•::\-i   e:;pe^t^-<i  .: t   liu;    '!cl!;;v.    0-.\,l    !^lu;:n   on   i::e    i^eciv. 
u:    tiv    K.;Si(ien..e   to   ;;avi;    riK:ee    ■..;;!;   'iu;    lvc-\-e  r;' :^  ^i  ';• 


ii  >or 
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Till!   v.hc->  ■■■_i.-   ;••>.•   \:i-;>t.T  f;^r  :.;:0    Whil^:  H'riso   '.VMr'^hip  S.-rvicc 
ihat   :^;i:-'o   ";;ir-:n-.:.      "  ::••    Fr.-  ■  :..:c  nl   mn  Kv.ve  his   office  at 
li:l?  a.n-!.    and  r^•vur:u;d  to  :;.o   .lo  ;:i  ricnc  alrno.      'VVc  v.-orc  not 
sure  oxactlv  v.r.en  Mr.    Z:iri'.c;i::-.aa  catered  tr.e  Oval  Cffice  but 
it  acoaror.-ly  v.a.-   sonnjlii^-re  bolv.eun   lOi-o  a:-.d   11:00  a.m.    when 
I  had  arrived.      Mr..Sanc;ieu  confirms  this   inforn-.ation. 


F 


The  diary  shows  that  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General 
Kleindior.st  heQinnint^  at   1:12  p.m.      T!ie  Attorney  General  was 
over  in  tr.e  E03   outer  office  waiting  for  the  President  to  arrive 
and  as   soon,  as  he  arrived  they  went  in  toizether.     This  is  con- 
firmed by  Mr.    Bull  and  Mr.    Sanchez.     The  diary  shows  that  the 
President  met  with  John  Ehrlichm.an  at  1:24  until  3:30  p.m. 
Mr.    Sanchez  has  told  me  that  he  recalls  that  Attorney  General 
Kleindienst  mict  v.'ith  the  President  alone  until  he  left  and  then, 
approximately  five  or  ten  m.inutes  after  he  left  Mr.   Ehrlichman 
came  in  and  m.ct  with  the  President  alone.     Therefore,    I  believe 
that  Mr.    Ehrlichmait  met  with  the  President  at  some  point  after 
the  Attorney  General  left  at  2:22  p.m.     The  EPS  log  showed 
Mr.    Ehrlichman  in  at  1:24  p.m.     It  probably  should  have  read 

12:24  p.m.     Mr.    Sanchez  recalls  that  Mr.   Ehrlichman  met  with 
the  President  alone  for  forty-f-.ve  minutes  to  an  hour. 

3.    The  diary  shows  that  the  President  met  with  Mr.   Rebozo  from 
3:25  until  some  tim.e  after  5:00  p.m.     This  is  erronous  as 
Mr.    Rebozo  did  not  m.cct  with  the  President  that  afternoon. 
This  information  probably  came  from  the  E-PS  leg  w:>ich  shows 
that  Mr.    Rebozo  entered  the  complex  of  EOB  offices  at  that 
time  but  to  the  recollection  of  Mr.   Sanchez  and  of  Colonel 
Golden  who  was  the  duty  Military  Aide  that  cay.    Mr.    Rcdozo 
v.'aired  oMtside  the   Probidcnt's  EOB  office  wit:^  Colonei  Goidcn 
and  \'r.    Sanchez  until   shortly  after  4:00  p.m.    when  Attor:;ey 
Ger-.cral   r'.le  ir.divn..st  and  Assistant  Attorney  Ge:-eral  ;:onry 
Pctorr-cn  entered  lo  n^eet  v.  iih  the   President.      Mr.    Rebozo  then 
r-rl'-rned  to  the    -U-.  uience.      h'r.    Rohoi^o  dici  accompany  the 

::G:-   '.fii^u  at   5:^1  n.  r.i.    to  1:0  cut  for 


•<;:  if;ert  v.iien  i:e    le;.  hi;; 


. ..  1 ; .  1 1 


.ova. 


;-.-lu-vc   t:-at  liie  ic   c:screp-:n>.:e5 


v.-..-..  .,^, ......    ,..   t;,,.    1;,..   oeca\:::e   (.1  t;:e   fact  tl'J.t  I'r.c  true  Iti^es 
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kiTV   (or   r^-r^r;:-.,   n";  :■■;■::  n  r;   ■.-.    *  n   ':ic    !-'rcj-;i 


■nt   i;i  hi;^    i:.0;')   offi^ 


arc    ^1  :^i..-  r-. ...  \' 
floor   "  '.o  :•'.■   <::  <.'. 


'  :'A 


•■:  '.":!(■!   ri.' I  i- "1  i( ';'.'.  ."'.v  wnf   hits   (,'.:t  .•■;  icio  his 


r   <  .1 


y  v.:ii("]-i  ■,'.  a  i;  a  Sunday 


thcro  w.i^;  •v^   rc-.-'.::;l;o::i  r;t  'licro   ;^ocau^^c  Iher'.'    i?   c:cncrally  no 
need  Tor  o;,o  as   ih^j   P;-c^iient   d.ies   ix^ii  u.su.^lly  }:avc    such  n-.cetincis 
on  a  SuTidav.      V-l^iC!!  sv;ch  :-!i;:eLi-.L;  s   Co  occur  v.hen  th.c   receptionist 
is   not  tr.ore,    your  office   ucn.orally  relics   on  t!;e  EPS  lo^  for 
naeeiinL:   inforrnaticn.      Thi;    can  he  erronous  as  a  person  can  be 
locked  as  to  e:--tering  the   cor.Tplo:  of  tiie   President's  EOB   office 
without  tliat  person  entering  the   inner-office  and  meeting  there 
with  the   Proside:-.t.      This,    I  suspect,    was  the   problem  with  the 
discrepancies  that  your  office  has   called  our  attention  to  on 
that  particular   day. 
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Administration  of  Richard  Nixon 

PRESIDENTIAL  DOCUMENTS 

Week  Ending  Saturday,  November  17,  1973 


Presidential  Tapes  and  Documents 

Statement  by  the  President  Outlining  Procedures 
To  Provide  Information  Related  to  the  Watergate 
Investigation  to  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
November  12, 1973 

As  a  consequence  of  the  public  disclosure,  2  weeks  ago, 
that  two  conversations  of  the  President  were  not  recorded 
on  the  White  House  recording  system,  doubts  have  arisen 
about  just  what  happened  to  these  conversations  and 
why  they  were  not  recorded.  The  purpose  of  this  state- 
ment is  to  help  dispel  those  doubts  and  to  spell  out  certain 
steps  I  will  take  to  offer  information  to  the  court  that  will 
help  determine  the  substance  of  all  nine  conversations 
subpoenaed  by  the  court. 

First,  there  are  no  missing  tapes.  There  are  two  con- 
versations requested  by  the  courts  which  were  not  re- 
corded. The  first  is  a  4-minute  conversation  with  the 
former  Attorney  General,  John  Mitchell,  on  June  20, 
1972.  The  second  is  a  meeting  of  55  minutes  with  John 
Dean,  late  in  the  evening  of  Sunday,  April  15,  1973. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that  the  open- 
court  hearing,  now  being  conducted,  will  demon.strate 
to  the  court's  satisfaction  the  truth  of  our  statements  that 
these  two  conversations  were  never  recorded.  In  fact 
there  is  no  affirmative  evidence  to  the  contrary.  I  believe 
that  when  the  court  concludes  its  evaluation  of  the  testi- 
mony and  documentary  evidence,  public  doubt  on  this 
issue  will  be  completely  and  satisfactorily  removed. 

In  the  meantime.  I  believe  it  important  to  make  a 
>t:itement  about  this  proceedmg  so  that  misconceptions 
al.oiit  this  matter  do  not  persist,  siinply  because  cenain 
■ij.i.sir  fai  Ls  are  not  presented  to  the  .\nierican  pulihi . 

First,  the  Senate  Select  Comn'ittee  did  not  siibpoen.i 
the  s\ibstan(C  nf  the  two  unrecorded  con\ei-sations.  Th.it 


material  was  requested  only  by  the  Special  Prosecutor, 
and  the  court,  who  believed  the  substance  of  nine  presi- 
dential conversations  was  necessary  for  completion  of  the 
Watergate  investigation. 

We  are  complying  fully  with  the  Federal  court  decision. 
In  seven  of  nine  instances,  the  actual  recording  of  the 
conversation  is  being  submitted;  this  includes  five  con- 
versations in  which  John  Dean  participated — Septem- 
ber 15,  1972,  March  13,  1973,  two  on  March  21,  1973, 
one  on  March  22,  1973.  For  all  nine  conversations  cov- 
ered by  the  subpoena,  such  contemporaneous  notes  and 
memoi-anda  as  were  made  of  the  conversations  are  being 
provided  in  accordance    with  the  court  order. 

Before  discussing  these  matters,  the  issue  of  when  and 
why  the  recorded  conversations  were  listened  to  by  me, 
and  by  others  on  my  behalf,  should  be  placed  in  chrono- 
logical perspective. 

On  June  4,  1973,  I  listened  to  the  tape  recordings  of 
a  number  of  conversations  I  had  with  John  Dean  in  order 
to  refresh  my  memory  of  those  discussions.  All  of  the 
conversations  to  which  I  listened  that  day  had  taken  place 
prior  to  March  21,  1973.  My  purpose  in  reviewing  the 
recordings  of  my  conversations  with  Mr.  Dean  was  to 
confirm  my  recollection  that  he  had  not  reported  certain 
facts  to  me  prior  to  March  21,  1973.  In  late  April  1973, 
I  asked  H.  R.  Haldeman  to  listen  and  report  on  the  con- 
versation of  March  21,  1973,  in  which  he  had  been 
present  for  a  substantial  portion  of  time.  My  primary' 
purpose  in  having  Mr.  Haldeman  listen  to  this  tape  was 
to  confirm  my  recollection  that  March  21,  1973,  was  the 
date  on  which  John  Dean  had  first  reported  certain  facts 
to  me. 

There  had  been  rumors  and  reports  to  the  contrarA" — 
one  of  them  suggesting  that  John  Dean  and  I  had  met 
30  or  40  times  to  discuss  Watergate— and  I  wanted  to 
refresh  rnv  recollection  as  to  what  was  the  precise  and 
entire  truth. 

On  September  29.  1973,  I  began  a  review  of  the  tape 
recordings  sulipoen.ied  by  the  Special  Prosecutor  for  the 
jjr.uid  jun  and  by  the  Senate  Select  Committee.  The 
re.L-on  \\xs  it  had  been  my  deliberate  intention  to  litigate 
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the  matter  up  to  Supreme  Court,  if  necessary,  to  protect 
the  right  of  confidentiahty  and  the  related  principle  of 
separation  of  powers.  By  late  September,  however,  I  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  national  interest  would 
be  better  served  by  a  reasonable  comprombe. 

Thus,  in  late  September,  I  began  to  consider  various 
approaches  which  led  to  what  has  come  to  be  known  as 
the  "Stennis  Compromise" — turning  over  to  both  the 
Senate  committee  and  the  court  the  full  substance  of 
the  relevant  recorded  conversations,  leaving  the  verifica- 
tion of  the  precision  and  accuracy  of  that  substance  to 
Senator  Stennis.  That  compromise  ofler,  accepted  by  the 
Senate  Committee  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman,  proved 
unacceptable  to  the  Special  Prosecutor. 

It  was  during  this  process  that  I  first  became  aware 
of  the  possibility  that  two  of  the  10  conversations  in  ques- 
tion had  not  been  recorded. 

I  proceeded  with  a  review  of  the  eight  recorded  con- 
versations and  subsequently  ordered  a  further  search  for 
recordings  of  the  two  conversations  in  question  and  an 
investigation  into  the  circumstances  which  caused  the 
conversations  not  to  be  recorded.  The  search  and  investi- 
gation were  not  finally  completed  until  October  27. 

One  of  the  conversations  for  which  no  recording  could 
be  found  was  a  4-minute  telephone  call  I  made  to  John 
Mitchell  on  the  evening  of  June  20,  1972.  The  only 
telephone  calls  which  were  recorded  in  the  residence  of 
the  White  House  were  those  made  in  the  Lincoln  Sitting 
Room  which  I  use  as  an  office.  Telephone  conversations 
in  the  family  quarters  have  never  been  recorded  during 
tfiis  Administration.  TTie  telephone  call  with  John 
Mitchell  was  one  that  I  made  on  the  telephone  in  the 
family  quarters  just  before  going  in  to  dinner,  and  con- 
sequently it  was  not  recorded. 

My  conversation  with  John  Dean  on  Sunday  evening, 
April  15,  1973,  was  not  recorded  because  the  tape  on  the 
recording  machine  for  my  Executive  Office  Building  office 
was  used  up  and  ran  out  earlier  in  the  day.  The  tape  which 
was  on  the  operating  recorder  on  Sunday,  April  15,  1973, 
contains  recordings  of  the  conversations  in  my  Executive 
Office  Building  office  on  Saturday,  April  14,  1973.  It 
also  contains  a  portion  of  the  first  conversation  I  had  in 
that  office  on  Sunday,  April  15,  1973,  which  was  with 
Attorney  General  Kleindienst.  During  that  conversation 
the  tape  ran  out.  Normally,  I  see  very  few  people  in  my 
Executive  Office  Building  office  on  the  weekends.  How- 
ever, on  the  weekend  of  .April  14  and  15,  the  activity  in 
my  Executive  Office  Building  office  was  unusual  and  un- 
anticipated. Certain  reports  made  to  me  by  mv  staff  early 
in  the  morning  of  April  14,  1973,  led  me  to  have  lengthy 
discu'isions  with  staff  members  during  the  day  in  my  office 
in  the  Executive  Office  Building.  In  addition,  interna- 
tional developments  required  a  lengthy  meeting  with  mv 
.Visistant  for  National  Security  Affairs  late  that  morning. 

On  Sunday,  .April  15,  1973,  I  began  another  series  of 
meetings  in  my  Executive  Office  Building  office  at  about 
1  p.m.  TTie  first  meeting  was  with  Attorney  General 
Kleindienst.  Thereatter  the  meetings  continued  until  late 


in  the  evening  with  the  exception  of  a  break  of  about  2 
hours  for  dinner.  I  did  not  meet  with  John  Dean  until 
approximately  9  o'clock  that  evening.  Since  the  taf)e  on 
the  recorder  for  my  Executive  Office  Building  of^ce  had  ■ 
run  out  during  my  afternoon  meeting  with  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Kleindienst,  the  Dean  meeting  was  not  recorded.^^J 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  coiut  order  calls  for 
evidentiary  materials  such  as  notes  and  memoranda  in 
addition  to  recordings  of  specified  conversations.  The 
court  order  spells  out  a  detailed  procedure  for  turning 
materials  over  for  Judge  Sirica's  private  review.  In  recent 
days,  in  an  effort  to  locate  materials  for  the  court,  a 
diligent  search  has  been  made  for  materials  that  might 
shed  further  light  on  the  substance  of  the  conversations 
in  question,  including  the  unrecorded  conversations  with 
John  Mitchell  on  June  20,  1972,  and  with  John  Dean,  on 
the  evening  of  April  15,  1973. 

Since  I  have  been  in  office,  I  have  maintained  a  per- 
sonal diary  file  which  consists  of  notes  which  I  have  per- 
sonally taken  during  meetings  and  of  dictation  belts  on 
which  I  record  recollections.  The  dictation  belts  and  notes 
are  placed  in  my  personal  diary  file  by  my  secretary.  TTiey 
are  sealed  under  specific  instructions  that  they  not  be 
transcribed. 

In  the  course  of  searching  my  personal  diary  files,  I 
have  located  a  dictation  belt  that  I  dictated  at  8 :  30  p.m. 
on  June  20,  1972,  on  which,  among  other  activities  of  the 
day,  I  referred  to  a  telephone  call  with  John  Mitchell. 
The  pwrtion  of  the  belt  relating  to  the  conversation  with 
John  Mitchell  will  be  submitted  to  the  court. 

We  have  also  located  the  dictation  belt  of  my  recollec- 
tions of  the  conversations  in  question  for  March  21,  1973, 
and  the  relevant  portions  of  these  recollections  together 
with  the  actual  recordings  of  the  conversations,  of  course, 
will  also  be  submitted  to  the  court  in  compliance  with  its 
order. 

Over  the  weekend  of  November  4  and  5,  1973,  uf>on 
checking  my  personal  diary  file  for  April  15,  1973,  to 
locate  information  to  be  produced  in  accordance  with  the 
court's  order,  I  found  that  my  file  for  that  day  consists  of 
personal  notes  of  the  conversation  held  with  John  Dean 
the  evening  of  April  15,  1973,  but  not  a  dictation  belt. 
My  original  handwritten  notes,  made  during  mv  meeting 
with  John  Dean  on  the  evening  of  April  15,  1973,  will 
be  submitted  to  the  court. 

On  June  1 1,  1973,  the  Special  Prosecutor  requested  a 
tape  of  a  conversation  I  had  with  John  Dean  on  April  1 5, 
1973  (which  I  had  previously  offered  to  let  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Petersen  hear) . 

-As  has  been  pointed  out,  my  personal  diary  file  consists 
of  notes  of  conversations  and  dictation  belts  of  recollec- 
tions, and  I  believed  in  June  that  I  had  dictated  my  recol- 
lections of  April  15,  1973,  of  conversations  which 
occurred  on  that  day.  The  response  to  the  Special 
Prosecutor  made  on  June  16,  1973,  referred  to  such  a 
dictation  belt.  At  that  time,  however,  I  did  not  review 
my  file  to  confirm  that  it  contained  the  belt. 
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On  April  15,  1973  the  President  and  Kleindienst  met  in  the 
EOB  office  from  1:12  to  2:22  p.m.  Kleindienst  told  the  President  that 
Petersen  called  him  last  night  at  midnight,  "quite  agitated,"  and 
that  he  met  with  Petersen,  Silbert,  and  Titus  until  five  a.m.   "The 
purpose  of  it  was  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  what  had  transpired  on 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  with  Magruder ,  and  then  what  had  been 
transpiring  for  a  week  with  John  Dean  and  his  attorneys."   (p.  1) 
Kleindienst  explained  that  Dean  and  his  attorney  were  "exploring  the 
legal  situation  with  the  understanding  that  if  they  don't  work  out 
some  kind  of  a  strong  arrangement  then  anything  that  is  said  or 
represented  by  either  John  or  the  attorney  will  not  be  used."   (p.  2) 

Kleindienst  told  the  President  that  Magruder  would  go  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  plead  guilty,  and  "tell  everything  he  knows,"  and 
that  "that  kind  of  information  is  not  going  to  remain  confidential." 
The  President  told  Kleindienst  that  "As  you  know,  the  —  we  have  no, 
—  I  have  not  and  I  would  not  try  to  get  information  from  the  Grand 
Jury,  except  from  you,"  and  that  he  had  taken  Dean  off  the  investigation, 
and  put  Ehrlichman  on,  and  had  told  Ehrlichman  to  give  his  information  to 
Kleindienst,  although  it  wouldn't  mean  much  because  Ehrlichman  said 
that  it  is  all  corroborated  by  Magruder.   (pp.  3-4) 

The  President  said  Ehrlichman' s  view  was  you  can't  tell 
whether  "you  can  believe  everything  Magruder  says,"  and  Kleindienst 
said  he  "got  a  self-interest  involved."  The  President  said  "He's  got  his  self- 
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interest  and  you  don't  know  whether  he's  going  to  drag   this  fellow  or 
that  fellow  or  whatever  the  hell  is.   You  know  that's  the  trouble 
when  a  guy  starts  lying,"  and  that  he  was 'Wondering  whether  Magruder 
is  telling  the  whole  truth  on  John  Mitchell  .  .  .  ."  The  President 
asked  if  Kleindienst  had  talked  to  Mitchell,  and  Kleindienst  said  , 
"No,  and  I'm  not  going  to.   I  don't  think  I  can  talk  to  him."  The 
President  said  that  he  had  "never  asked  him,"  but  had  asked  Ehrlichman 
to  "ask  him."   (pp.  4-5) 

Kleindienst  told  the  President  that  "there  is  a  possible 
suggestion"  about  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  indicating  that  they  had 
"knowledge  in  this  respect,  or  knowledge  or  conduct  either  before 
or  after  the  event,"  but,  Kleindienst  suggested,  there  was  a  question 
"whether  it's  sufficient  to  bring  about  an  indictment  as  a  result  of  the 
course  the  testimony  implies."  He  said  "there  will  be  statements 
made,  circumstantial  evidence  depicted  .  .  .  that  could  raise  a  very 
serious  question  with  respect  to  both  of  them.   That  is  my  primary  reason 
for  talking  to  you  (unintelligible)  ....  I  thought  you  ought  to 
know."   (pp.  5-6)   The  President  asked,  "Who  told  you  this?"  Kleindienst 
responded  that  he  learned  it  from  Silbert,  who  got  his  information 
from  "Dean  with  respect  to  some  statements  that  Ehrlichman  is  supposed 
to  have  made  after  the  event,"  but  "there's  no  suggestion"  that 
Ehrlichman  "knew  anything  about  it  before."   (p.  6)   Kleindienst  said 
there  was  a  probability  that  "Strachan  might  provide  testimony  that 
would  .  .  .  implicate  Haldeman  and  it  wouldn't  be  direct,  precise 
testimony."   (pp.  6-7)   The  President  said  he  had  asked  both  Haldeman 
and  Ehrlichman,  "and  they  have  given  me  absolute  —  you  know  what  I 
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mean."   (p.  7)  Kleindienst  stated,  apparently  referring  to  Haldeman, 
that  the  prosecutors,  "right  now  ...  do  not  think  that  they  are  going  to 
to  have  the  kind  of  legal  evidence  that  would  lead  to  indictment. 
However,  they  all  feel  that  as  a  result  of  the  closed  testimony  —  a 
matter  which  is  going  to  come  out.   It  will  be  circumstantial,  an 
association,  an  involvement,  and  it's  going  to  be  —  ."  The  President 
asked,  "Why  don't  you  do  something  about  it?",  and  Kleindienst  replied 
"Well,  I  think  that  that's  part  of  the  problem.  The  evidence  with 
respect  to  those  now  who  would  have  knowledge  of  this  before  June  17th, 
'cause  it's  going  to  come  out."  (pp.  7-8) 

Kleindienst  referred  to  "some  of  the  evidence  with  respect  to 
Dean,"  and  the  President  said  "Dean  was  in  the  meetings.  Dean  claims 
that  he  said  no.   And  Mitchell  does  too.   And  that's  what  you've  got  to 
live  with."  Kleindienst  said,  "But  then  they  feel  the  serious  aspect 
of  the  conduct  thereafter  came  in  the,  according  to  this  testimony, 
that,  with  respect  to  obstruction  of  justice  .  .  .  and  that  is  the 
admission  that  LaRue,  Mardian,  Mitchell,  Dean,  all  for  his  initial 
testimony  before  the  Grand  Jury."  Kleindienst  further  said  "Magruder 
could  testify  that  he  believed  that  —  there's  two  things  —  the 
obstruction  of  justice  and  suborning  a  witness  of  Isle]  perjury."  The  President 
said  "They  could  get  them  all  on  that."   (pp.  8-9) 

A  discussion  followed  concerning  payments  to  defendants. 
Kleindienst  said  that  he  "inquired  into  it  personally,"  and  the  President 
said  he  was  thinking  of  the  Berrigans,  Ellsberg,  and  Scottsboro  fund 
raising  and  "Nobody  every  raised  any  question  about  it.   If  you  raise 
money  for  the  defense  and  it's  for  support."  Kleindienst  said  "likewis 
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in  this  case,"  if  "I  had  committed  a  crime  and  you  know  about  it  and 
you  say,  'Kleindienst,  you  go  in  the  Court  and  plead  guilty  to  the 
commission  of  that  crime  and  here  is  ten  thousand  dollars,  you  know,  to 
tide  you  over  and  so  forth.'"  The  President  said  "That  isn't  a  crime?" 
and  Kleindienst  said  "No,"  but  "on  the  other  hand,  if  you  know 
that  I  committed  a  crime  .  .  .  and  you  say,  'you  go  in  there  and  plead 
guilty,  and  here  is  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  on  the  condition  that 
thereafter  you'll  say  nothing.  You  just  make  the  plead,  take  the  Fifth 
Amendment,  the  judge  cites  you  for  contempt,  you've  got  to  continue  to  testify 

you  don't.   You  do  not  take  it.'   Then  you  are  now  in  a  position 
of  obstructing  justice."   (p.  10) 

The  President  asked,  "the  obstruction  they  are  talking 
about  is  what  happened  after  the  conviction?','  and  Kleindienst  said  yes, 
and  the  President  said,  "well,  who  the  hell  would  —  you  mean  —  but 
I  can't  see  Haldeman  or  Ehrlichman  or  anybody  in  that  (unintelligible)." 
(p.  11)   Kleindienst  said  "Well,"  and  the  President  said,  "No  —  I'm  just 
asking  ....   Let  me  say  this  —  there  isn't  any  question  that  money 
that  they  have  had  on  that  or  whatever  —  Mitchell's  defense  frankly  — 
it  would  be  —  you  know  —  these  people  had  worked  for  the  Committee  and 
they  were  provided  with  money  for  their  legal  fees  and  for  their  support. 
That  is  —  this  is  before  their  conviction.   Now  comes  the  point  of  after 
their  conviction.   That's  when  the  case  may  be,  that's  when  you  get  the 
jeopardy."   (p.  12)   Kleindienst  said;  "Or  if  people  are  up  for  trial,  Mr. 
President ,yoij,  $^'knd  the  President  said  "No  -  no  -  no  I'm  sorry  —  not  convic- 
tion —  but  after  their  indictment,"  and  Kleindienst  said>"Yes'.'   (p.  12) 
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They  agreed  that  payments  to  plead  guilty  and  thereafter  take  the 
Fifth  Amendment  if  immunity  is  offered  would  be  obstruction  of  justice, 
(pp.  12-13) 

Kleindienst  told  the  President  the  story  would  be  "all  over 
town"  Tuesday  noon  and  that  Judge  Sirica  was  not  enforcing  strict 
requirements  of  law  with  respect  to  grand  jury  secrecy.   (p.  13) 

Kleindienst  told  the  President  that  the  prosecutor  told  him 
flatly  that  Mitchell  and  Dean  would  be  indicted  on  Magruder's  testimony, 
that  the  prosecutors  did  not  know  yet  if  Strachan  will  be  indicted, 
that  Chapin  testified  that  Haldeman  knew  about  "the  so-called  Segretti 
affair,"  which  "casts  a  little  bit  of  taint,"  (pp.  13-14)  and  that 
"there's  a  weak  possible  case  on  Colson,"  because  Colson  "knew  about 
and  was  involved  in  a  conversation  pertaining  to  money  for  Liddy's 
projects."  The  President  said  "Yeah,  I  heard  about  that."   (pp.  14-15) 
Kleindienst  said  "You  know,  'Where  the  devil  are  Liddy's  projects?,'" 
and  the  President  said  "Colson  denies  this  doesn't  he?"   Kleindienst 
said  yes  and  that  Colson  "also  did  the  unusual  thing  of  hiring  himself 
a  lie  detector  test,"  which  both  the  President  and  Kleindienst  said 
was  "stupid."  Kleindienst  said  there  was  a  very,  very  peripheral 
case  and  probably  not  an  indictable  case  against  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman 
and  a  weak  case  on  Colson  at  this  point.   (p.  15) 

The  President  asked  Kleindienst  for  his  recommendation 
and  Kleindienst  said  "It  seems  to  me  that  so  long  as  I  do  anything  at  the 
Department  of  Justice  I  cannot  hereafter  be  with  Haldeman,  Ehrlichman, 
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Mitchell,  LaRue.   They  won't  believe  that  we  didn't  talk  about  the 
Watergate  case."   (p.  14)   The  President  said  "Who  can  you  have  con- 
tacts with?  Me?   I  shouldn't  be,"  and  Kleindienst  said  "I  think  it  is  — 
I  don't  know  whether  I  need  contact  anyone."   (p.  14)   Respecting 
Colson,  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  the  President  said  "your  point  is 
that  it'll  break  —  that  their  names  have  been  mentioned?",  and 
Kleindienst  said  it  would  come  out  in  trial  and  testimony.   The  Presi- 
dent said  "What's  your  recommendation  on  it?",  and  Kleindienst  said 
"Well."  The  President  then  said,  "Let  me  tell  you  what  concerns  me, 
if  I  may.   I  want  to  talk  to  the  special  prosecution  a  little  bit.   You 
know,  it's  embarrassing  and  all  the  rest,  but  it'll  pass.   We've  to  to  — 
we've  got  to  lust  ride  it  through  Dick."      Kleindienst  said  "Yes," 
and  the  President  said  "Do  the  best  we  can.   Right?,"  and  Kleindienst 
said,  "Yes  sir."  The  President  said,  "We  don't  run  to  the  hills  on  this 
and  so  forth.   The  main  thing  is  to  handle  it  right."  Kleindienst  said 
those  were  his  inclinations.   The  President  said  "naturally  because  of 
your  association  with  John  Mitchell  you  would  have  to  disqualify  yourself," 
and  Kleindienst  said  , "Mar dian,  LaRue,"  and  the  President  said  "Oh  —  you 
know  them  all.   Right-right-right."   (p.  16) 

The  President  then  said  that  the  appointment  of  a  special 
prosecutor  'It's  sort  of  admitting  mea  culpa  for  our  whole  system  of 
justice.   I  don't  want  to  do  that.   I  think  what  you  ought  to  do  — 
agreed  —  The  Dean  [apparently  Sneed,  then  Deputy  Attorney  General]  doesn't 
know  probably  anything  about  criminal  law."  Kleindienst  said,  "He  doesn't 
know  anything  about  this  case  either,"  and  the  President  said,  "the  Dean 
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is  a  decent,  honorable  man  and  you  step  aside,  say   that  the  Deputy 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  will  be  in  charge  of  this 
matter."   (p.  17)   The  President  said,  "I  have  always  told  these  people 
around  here  —  I  said  (expletive  removed)  don't  hold  anything  back. 
Just  bums  me  that  they  did."  Kleindienst  replied  that  "last  summer 
the  conduct  of  everybody  over  here  Mr.  President  really  created  great 
suspicions  in  the  minds  of  Silbert  and  Petersen,  you  know."  The  President 
said  "Right,"  and  Kleindienst  said, "Instead  of  being  open  and  frank 
with  you,  trying  to  create  an  impression  of  trying  to  help  out,  getting 
things  going."  The  President  said, "This  was  basically  the  Dean  problem. 
He  was  running  it."  Kleindienst  said, "And  also  I  think  —  well  every- 
body was  just  scared  to  death.  They  didn't  know  where  the  damn  thing 
was  going  to  end."  The  President  said, "They  thought  there  was 
an  election  —  you  know  —  let's  face  it  —  that's  why  —  why  John". 
Kleindienst  said, "Why  sure  —  I  understand  —  I  understand.   It'll  always 
be  an  unanswered  question  and  for  that  matter  they  were  simply  set  in 
motion  thereafter  you  know  so  aggravating  —  you  know,  this  little".   The 
President  said» "But  after  the  election,  I  couldn't  think  what  in  the 
name  of  (expletive  removed)  reason  did  they  play  around  then?"  The 
President  said,  "You  didn't  know  that  they  were  doing  this?  I  didn't 
know,"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "No  sir  —  I  didn't  know."   (pp.  17-18) 

The  President  then  said,  "I  didn't  —  you  know  —  as  I  was  — 
one  of  the  problems  here  —  I  have  always  run  my  campaigns.   I  didn't 
run  this  one  I  must  say.   I  was  pretty  busy.   Or  —  maybe  —  handling  the 
Russian  Summit.  And  you  you  know,  after  the  election  —  we  were  right  in 
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the  middle  of  the  December  eighth  bombing  —  and  holding  meetings  — 
within  the  whole  administration.   But  I  just  can't  imagine  —  at 
that  point  —  after  the  election  is  when  this  is  supposed  to  have 
happened  ....   Understand  —  I  mean  the  others  —  they  were  involved 
throughout.   But  I  mean  after  the  election.   (Expletive  removed) 
to  condone  it."   (pp.  18-19)   Kleindienst  replied  that,  "It  seems  to 
me  there's  two  overriding  considerations  here.  One  is  yourself  and 
your  Presidency  and  secondly  is  the  institution.   Both  of  which  I 
think  have  to  be  protected  and  preserved  by  the  institution  of  justice." 
Kleindienst  further  said  "the  Deputy  is  now  making  all  the  prosecution 
Statements"  because  "that  Deputy  is  still  your  appointee.   He's  my 
Deputy  .  .  .  .  "  Kleindienst  observed  that  as  "this  thing  goes  into 
trial  and  when  this  testimony  comes  out  somebody  going  to  come  to  a 
crescendo  real  fast  ....   Then  Sneed  is  going  to  be  under  attack." 
(p.  19)   Kleindienst  said  he  did  not  know  enough  about  Sneed  to  know 
whether  he's  got  the  ability  to  sit  there  and  take  it  or  will  he  do 
it  a  little  bit  differently  than  Kleindienst,  and  suggested  Sneed  had 
been  "less  than  partisan  for  twenty  years."  Sneed,  Kleindienst  said, 
"has  no  particular  attitude  to  you,  me  or  anybody  else."  Sneed  "was 
a  good  lawyer,  a  decent  man,"  Kleindienst  said.   He  "probably  got 
his  future  ahead  of  him  but  whether  he  thinks  of  himself  —  and  I 
just  don't  know  enough  about  him."  He  also  said  he  didn't  know  whether 
Sneed  had  the  ability  in  a  tough  situation.   The  President  said,  "Yeah  — 
but  you  got  anybody  else?"  Kleindienst  referred  to  a  special  prosecutor, 
and  the  President  said,  "I'm  not  going  to  appoint  him,"  and  asked  who  would 
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appoint  a  special  prosecutor,  and  Kleindienst  said,  "I  would.  This 
would  be  my  special  prosecutor."  The  President  said,  "Got  anybody  in 
mind?"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "TJhe  Chief  Justice  and  I  are  very  close 
friends.  ...   I  want  to  get  his  feeling  about  the  concept  of  it  and 
also  who  he  would  recommend,"  and  said  that  "everybody  kind  of  comes 
together  on"  Barnabas  Sears  of  Chicago,  who  would  take  over  the  "ulti- 
mate prosecutor  responsibility."  He  said  Sears  was  appointed  to 
prosecute  the  killing  of  those  blacks  by  the  police  in  Chicago,  was  a 
distinguished  lawyer  with  all  those  credentials  and  was  a  "very  inde- 
pendent person."   (pp.  20-21) 

Kleindienst  then  said,  "It  has  one  aspect  of  it  that  you 
people  realize,  but  Sears  and  I  have  been  close  friends  for  twenty-two 
years."   (pp.  20-21)  Kleindienst  said  Sears  would  "keep  Silbert,  Titus, 
and  Petersen  in  place  and  as  they  progress  with  the  case  instead  of 
having  the  ultimate  prosecutor  responsibility  in  me  he'd  do  that  in  this 
function  in  that  way."  The  President  said,  "VBiat  does  that  do  to 
Mitchell?"  Kleindienst  said,  "I  would  say  Mitchell  will  be  indicted." 
The  President  said,  "Oh,  they're  all  going  to  be  indicted.   Well,  that's 
my  point  ...  if  they're  going  to  indict  anjrway  that  sort  of  .  .  . 
shows  that  (expletive  removed)  the  thing  does  work."  The  President 
said  Silbert  and  the  rest  "aren't  taking  any  program  —  we're  not  giving 
them  any,"  and  Kleindienst  agreed  he  was  not  either,  (p.  22) 

The  President  suggested  that  another  alternative  was  for  him 
to  call  in  Titus  and  Silbert  and  say,  "Ydu  are  totally  independent  here 
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and  you  are  to  tear  this  case  up.   Now  go  to  it."  He  said,  "See  my 
point  is,  you  call  in  a  special  prosecutor  (expletive  removed),  he's 
got  to  learn  the  whole  danm  thing."   (p.  22)   The  President  said, 
"Let  me  think  about  it  Dick,"  to  which  Kleindienst  agreed  and  said, 
'"Let's  both  think  about  it".   The  President  said,  "You  would  suggest 
Sears,  I  would  say  .  .  .  the  Dean."   (p.  23)   The  President  said 
"...  I  really  feel  that  I  ought  to  ~  that  frankly  I've  got  to 
take  the  leadership  on  the  thing  and  I  ought  to  go  in  and  say,  look  — 
there's  —  got  the  facts  and  you  are  to  go  forward  with  this  —  and 
I  don't  care  who  it  touches  and  that's  it."   (p.  23)   The  President 
and  Kleindienst  then  conversed  for  several  lines  of  transcript  the 
meaning  of  which  cannot  be  understood  because  of  "unintelligibles" 
but  ending  with  the  President  saying,  "Is  there  enough  evidence  on 
Haldeman  that  I  should  .  .  .  say  to  him,  'look  Bob  you  take  a  leave 
of  absence  until  this  thing  is  cleared  up'?"   (p.  23)   Kleindienst 
said  right  now  there  was  not  but  "might  be  any  day  —  that's  the 
question.   I  think  that  your  options  become  reduced  each  day  that 
this  thing  goes  on."  The  President  said,  "Wtiat  I  am  getting  at  is 
this.   Is  it  also  possible  that  they  don't  get  enough  on  Haldeman  to 
indict?"   (p.  2A) 

Kleindienst  answered,  "he  could  be  indicted  but  then  at  least 
his  circumstantial  participation  will  presume  now  with  regard  — ,"  and  the 
President  said,  "what  about  Ehrlichman?"  Kleindienst  said,  "that's  a 
close  one  —  a  situation  that  would  occur  after  they  were  arrested  based 
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upon  the  possible  projected  testimony  of  Dean  in  the  case."  The  Presi- 
dent asked,  "what  will  Dean  say  about  Ehrlichman?" ,  and  ICleindienst 
said,  "Keep  in  mind  anything  that  Dean  and  his  attorneys  have  told 
them  is  a  conditional  statement.   If  they  don't  work  something  out 
it's  all  withdrawn  and  it's  not  going  to  be  used.  Keep  that  in  mind, 
Mr.  President.   But  Dean  intimated  two  things  with  respect  to  Ehrlichman. 
One,  Dean  had  in  his  possession  some  documents  that  were  taken  out 
of  Hunt's  office  —  that's  number  one."  (p.  24)  Kleindienst  said 
yes  to  the  President's  question,  "he's  told  the  U.  S.  Attorney  this?" 
Kleindienst  then  said,  "Other  item  he  issued  a  directive  that  —  to 
get  Hunt  out  of  the  country.   Instances,  standing  by  themselves  — 
nothing  more  to  say  on  one  side  or  the  other  can  constitute  an  obstruc- 
tion of  justice.  They  have  the  hard  evidence  right  novi  that  would 
lead  to  the  indictment  of  John  on  those  two  counts.   But  it  couldn't 
be  tomorrow,  two  days  from  now  away."   (p.  25)   The  President  then  asked 
about  Strachan,  "Did  they  tell  you  ~,"  Kleindienst  said,  "They"  and 
the  President  said,  "I  thought  on  that?"  Kleindienst  said,  "Yes  sir. 
In  fact,  I've  got  some  notes  here  — ,"  and  the  President  said,  "No  — 
Ehrlichman?"  Kleindienst  said,  "He's  hooked."  The  President  said, 
"Dean?"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "Deep  six  it  and  get  Hunt  out  of  the  country." 
The  President  said,  "Dean's  testified  that  Ehrlichman  told  him  to  do 
that,"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "Right."  The  President  said,  "Dean  has 
told  'em,  but  he  hasn't  testified?",  and  Kleindienst  said,  "Right"  and 
that  Dean's  statements  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney  "are  conditional  statements. 
If  Dean  worked  out  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  Dean  the  U.S.  Attorney's 
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and  Dean  agree  that  they  are  not  going  to  have  knowledge  of  these 
statements."  The  President  asked,  "So  what  would  happen?",  and 
Kleindienst  explained  that  "in  the  event  they  don't  work  something 
out  then  Dean  presumably  wouldn't  testify  this  way  with  respect  to 
Ehrlichman  or  he  might,  depending  upon  what  (unintelligible)  [.]   If 
they  work  something  out,  probably  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  — 
no,  no  sir.   There's  going  to  be  no  immiinity  offered."   (pp.  25-26) 
The  President  asked  about  Haldeman  and  Kleindienst  said,  "They 
believe  this  fellow  Strachan  is  just  about  ready  to  (unintelligible)  — 
on  the  face  of  it."  The  President  said  "Some  of  this  —  got  some  of 
the  take  in  other  words.  Haldeman  had  —  if  Haldeman  was  furnished 
the  reports."  Kleindienst  replied  that  "Either  the  reports  or  papers 
that  would  indicate  that  Liddy  was  doing  something  like  this,"  and 
said  "Apparently  there  was  the  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty  thousand 
dollars."  The  President  said  "Yeah  —  I  know  about  that."  Kleindienst 
said,  "Transferred  from  the  White  House  to  LaRue,"  and  the  President 
replied  "Right."  The  President  and  Kleindienst  further  discussed  the 
indications  that  Haldeman  had  received  the  reports  from  the  bugging, 
(pp.  26-27)  Kleindienst  said  that  Haldeman-  might  have  had  "budgetary" 
or  "program  papers  that  on  the  face  of  it  that  Liddy  was  engaged  in 
an  eavesdropping  operation,  and,  you  know,  that  Haldeman  would  have 
known  about  it?"   (p.  27)   The  President  said,  "Haldeman  could  tell 
me  though  —  he's  a  —  I'm  sure  —  Bob  would  tell  me  —  he's  a  'don't 
give  a  (expletive  removed)  kind  of  a  guy'  anyway  and  Ehrlichman  would 
tell  me  too.   The  deep  six  thing  troubles  me.   Although  —  what  was 
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that?  Oh,  I  know  what  that  could  be  —  that  could  be  —  you  see 
Hunt's  operations  before  —  that's  what  that  is.  Hunt  worked  in  the 
White  House,  yon   know,  on  some  national  security  matters  and  I  think 
that's  what  that's  involved.  Not  the  Watergate." 

Kleindienst  then  said,  "Let's  get  back  to  this  concept  of 
the  Presidency,  sir.  .  .  .  What  you  do  is  the  right  thing  to  do 
and  then  when  having  done  it  then  it  would  be  recognized  as  the  right 
thing."   (p.  28)   The  President  said,  "Right."  Kleindienst  then  said, 
".  .  .1  think  the  options  that  you  have  to  consider  there  are  two. 
One  do  you,  the  President,  what  I  have  told  you  today,  that  might 
be  forthcoming.   And  before  that  comes  out  would  you  ask  'em  to 
step  aside  until  this  whole  thing  blows  over?   If  it  all  blows  over  — 
maybe  you're  not  indicted  or  culpable.   Finally  you  come  back  and 
they  do  wind  up  having  been  indicted,  you  at  least  have  off  of 
your  personal  staff  —  those  people  who  are  going  to  be  involved  in 
the  criminal  justice  system.   If  you  don't  take  that  step,  and  I  —  really 
don't  pretend  to  advise  you  on  it  sir  —  and  then  if  it  comes  out,  it's 
leaked  out  and  then  you've  got  to  do  it  after  the  disclosure  is  made 
publicly,  you  know,  I  think  it."   (p.  29)   The  President  said,  "The 
question  really  is  basically  whether  an  individual  .  .  .  can  be  totally 
...  I  mean,  the  point  is,  if  a  guy  isn't  guilty,  you  shouldn't  let 
him  go."  Kleindienst  agreed.   The  President  said,  "let's  stand  up 
for  people  .  .  .  even  though  they  are  under  attack,"  and  Kleindienst 
said,  "I  know." 
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The  President  asked  if  in  Kleindienst's  opinion  either 
Haldeman  or  Ehrlichman  "had  no  knowledge  of  Watergate,"  and  Kleindienst 
said,"  I  think  neither  one  of  them  knew  about  it  before,"  and  that  "Just 
judging  from  leads  around  here  and  found  himself  in  this  fantastic 
situation.  Could  have  as  a  result  of  his  constant  communication  with 
John  Dean  —  with  John  Dean  looking  for  a  way  to  save  himself  —  could 
have  by  the  remarks  that  John  made  that  would  either  circumstantially 
involve  him  in  or  be  the  grounds  for  an  indictment."   (p.  30)   The 
President  then  said,  ''Increase  the  chances  of  their  being  indicted  by 
letting  them  go?  That's  another  (unintelligible).  When  I  say  let 
them  go,  give  them  a  leave  which  — ,"  and  Kleindienst  said  that  would  be 
all  right.   (p.  30)   The  President  then  said,  "you  find  them  guilty 
before  they  have  a  chance  to  prove  their  innocence,  don't  you?"  He 
than  said,  "...  another  way  you  could  do  it  is  this  —  you  could  say 
if  that  question  is  raised,  you  could  move  then  instantly.   You  see  the 
point  is  that  —  your  suggesting  I  should  do  this  based  on  information 
we  have  now."  Kleindienst  said,  "Which  is  not  very  good,  precise." 
The  President  said,  "That's  the  point  I  am  making  —  can  on  the  basis 
of  this  kind  of  information."   (p.  30)   Kleindienst  said,  "I  don't 
suggest  anything  now  —  I'm  just  — ,"  and  the  President  said,  "No  — 
no  —  I  know  —  No  —  I'm  just  trying  —  understand  —  I  want  to  know 
what  is  the  right  thing  to  do  and  understand  we  are  going  to  come  out 
of  this  thing.   The  Justice  Department  and  the  Presidency  are  going 
to  come  out  clean  because  I  don't  tolerate  this  kind  of  stuff.   But 
the  point  is,  Dick,  I  also.   I  can't  —  I  can't  let  an  innocent  man 
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down.      That's  my  point."      (p.    31) 


Kleindienst  asked  what  effect  speculation  and  attack  In  the 
press  would  have  on  Haldeman's  and  Ehrlichman's  being  able  to  discharge 
their  duties.   The  President  said,  "Bob  could  put  it  out  first," 
referring  to  Haldeman's  version  of  the  story  regarding  the  money  and 
Segretti. 

Kleindienst  said,  "Have  him  appear  before  the  Grand  Jury." 
The  President  said,  "Will  he  be  asked?"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "No  — 
except  a  punitive  defense  might  ask  him."  The  President  said, 
"(unintelligible)  here  —  you  don't  tinderstand  (unintelligible)." 
Kleindienst  said,  "The  prosecutor  doesn't  subpoena  a  punitive  defendant 
—  his  attorney  doesn't  —  you  know  this  stuff  is  going  on  —  now  does 
your  guy  want  to  come  in  and  testify."  The  President  said,  "You  see, 
I  realize  that  the  fellows  like  up  at  the  Ervin  Committee  and  now  the 
Grand  Jury  they're  going  to  smash  the  likes  of  Haldeman  all  the 
time  but  you  can't  let  a  guy  go  —  without  a  (unintelligible)  if 
he's  guilty,  if  you  know  he's  innocent."   (pp.  31-32) 

The  President  said  the  only  thing  that  troubled  him  about 
Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  is  that  he  wondered  about  moving  on  them 
before.   Kleindienst  said,  "The  evidence  (unintelligible),"  and  the 
President  said,  "See  what  I  mean?"  Kleindienst  said,  "Sure,  I 
understand,"  and  the  President  said,  "That  indicates  that  maybe  I 
know  something  —  which  I  don't."   (p.  33)  Kleindienst  said,  "nor 
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do  I"  and  "all  that  the  government  knows  is  what  I  have  given  you." 
Kleindienst  said  he  did  not  think.  Ehrlichman  should  have  "as  an 
assignment  for  you  anything  further  to  do  with  this." 

The  President  asked  Kleindienst  if  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman 
were  involved  in  the  obstruction  of  justice  or  the  surboming  of 
perjury.   Kleindienst  replied,  "No  —  no.   When  you  get  Mitchell  and 
Magruder  and  Mardian  and,  let's  say.  Dean  all  having  one  approach  to 
this  problem,  and  Magruder  over  there  you're  going  to  have  a  hard 
time  convicting  John  Mitchell,  Bob  Haldeman,  LaRue,  etc.  One  of  the 
faults  these  lawyers  find  is  that,  you  know,  because,  they,  if  this  is 
true,  they  will  be  a  (expletive  removed)  difficult  thing  to  prove." 
The  President  said,  "There's  a  chance  Mitchell  could  beat  this?"  and 
Kleindienst  replied,  "Oh  (expletive  removed)  yes.   It  all  depends  on 
how  this  other  comes  out  but,  Mr.  President,  if  all  your  talking 
about."   (p.  35) 

The  President  then  asked  what  Liddy  was  going  to  do. 
Kleindienst  replied,  "Now  that's  something  else  —  now  if  Liddy  comes 
in  and  corroborates  Magruder  and  incidentally  they  are  bitter  enemies. 
Magruder  is  afraid  for  his  life."  The  President  said,  "Yeah?" 
Kleindienst  said,  "Even  tried  to  — ,"  and  the  President  said,  "Liddy  — 
you  say  Liddy  has  told  all,  has  he?"  Kleindienst  said,  "No  he  hasn't 
—  he  hasn't  said  a  word  to  anybody."   (p.  36)   The  President  said, 
"Is  that  right?  Did  these  guys  tell  you  that?",  and  Kleindienst 
said,  "Yes  sir.   He's  taken  the  fifth."  The  President  said,  "They 
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said  that  tie's  come  in  and  talked  to  them.  They  —  that's  what  they're 

telling  everybody,"  and  Kleindienst  said,  "That's  not  true,  sir."  The 

President  said,  "I  mean  —  if  Magruder  says  that  —  he  hasn't?" 

Kleindienst  said.  "To  my  knowledge  —  I'll  check  that."  The  President 

said,  "Find  out."   (p.  36) 

The  President  then  asked,  "What  about  Hunt?"  Kleindienst 
said  "Hunt  doesn't  know  anything,"  The  President  said,  "He  knows 
about  the  obstruction  of  justice  —  somebody  gave  him  the  money. 
Isn't  that  the  one  where  Mrs.  Hunt  or  somebody  —  I  don't  know  what 
that  is  —  I  don't  know."  Kleindienst  responded,  "You  know  as  much 
about  it  as  I  do,"  and  the  President  said  "(unintelligible)  say  some- 
thing (unintelligible)  and  I  don't  want  to  get  so  deeply  involved." 
(pp.  36-37) 

Kleindienst  said  Ehrlichman  had  asked  him  the  night  before  to 
inform  him  if  Kleindienst  "had  any  notice  that  John  Dean  had  initiated 
this."  The  President  responded,  "if  Dean  does  not  testify  about 
deep  sixing  documents  and  getting  Hunt  out  of  the  country  they  have 
nobody  else  that  can  say  that."   (p.  38) 

Kleindienst  also  told  the  President  that,  "they  [apparently 
the  U.  S.  Attorneys]  raised  questions  whether  or  not  I  should  even 
mention  that  to  you  because  of  the  (unintelligible)."  The  President 
said,  "No,  (expletive  removed)  you  should  tell  me."  Kleindienst  said, 
"Oh  (expletive  removed)  I  didn't  argue  with  them  about  that.   That's 
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not  anytMng.   I'm  going  to  tell  you  what  I  have  learned."   Cp.  39) 

The  President  returned  to  the  subject  of  the  special  prosecutor,' 
he   suggested  that  rather  than  bringing  in  a  special  prosecutor,  he 
would  apparently  tell  the  U.  S.  Attorneys  that  they  are  on  their  own.   Because 
Klelndienst  was  a  close  associate  of  Mitchell,  the  U.S.  Attorney  should 
to  report  to  Sneed.   The  President  said,  "Now  that's  the  way  that  I 
think  I  should  approach  it  Dick  rather  than  bringing  in  a  special 
prosecutor. (p.  39)   Klelndienst  replied  that  he  had  no  objection  to  that. 
The  President  proposed  that  he  state  that  he  discussed  it  with 
Klelndienst  and  that  it  was  Klelndienst 's  recommendation.   Klelndienst 
said  he  had  two  reservations  —  one  was  that  he  was  "not  sure  about 

Sneed,"  and  the  other,  "the  credibility  aspect  of  this  thing." 
(pp.  40-41)  The  President  again  raised  the  objection  that  a  "Special 
Prosecutor   immediately  casts  a  doubt  frankly,  Dick,  on  the  whole 
Justice  Department."  Klelndienst  agreed,  but  suggested  that  they 
wait  until  Mitchell  is  indicted,  at  which  point  Klelndienst  could 
recuse  himself.  Klelndienst  continued,  "...  The  special  prosecutor 
would  not  try  the  case,  Mr.  President.  What  he  would  do  is  substitute  himself  for 
the  Attorney  General.   Silbert  would  try  the  case,  and  the  Special 
Prosecutor  "would  have  overview  with  respect  to  what  they  were 
doing  and  participating  in  the  prosecuting  decisions  that  are 
made  from  time  to  time  .  .  .  .And  I  fully  realize  that  bringing 
this  guy  in  it's  ~  the  effect  has  a  bad  reflection  upon  me,  you 
know,  1  understand  that  ~  that  is  my  recommendation."   (pp.  42-43) 
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The  President  then  said  he  thought  "after  your  hard 
lining  the  executive  privilege  ...  we  ought  to  make  a  deal  with 
the  Ervin  Committee  provided  the  ground  rules  are  proper." 
Kleindienst  agreed.   The  President  said,  "What  you're  saying  is 
a  bargain  —  the  thing  by  which  you  are  going  to  work  that  out.   I 
thought  we  ought  to  get  something  out  on  that  like  Monday  or 
Tuesday.   That  sound  good  to  you?   That's  a  good  a  good  way  to  be 
on  the  offensive."  Kleindienst  said,  ".  .  .1  understand  .  .  . 
you  have  some  thought  in  mind  with  respect  to  John  Dean.   I  would 
respectfully  urge  you  not  to  accept  —  include  John  Dean  in  the 
package  with  (unintelligible)  and  those  people  you  are."  The 
President  said  something  "unintelligible,"  Kleindienst  said  yes, 
the  President  said,  "Oh  yes,  (expletive  removed)  yes,  it's  better 
now."  (p,  43) 
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Kleindienst  said,  "Negotiate  with  the  United  States  Attorney  —  I'll 

tell  you  —  I  don't  think,"  and  the  President  said,  "No  —  no. 

I'm  putting  him  up.   The  only  think  I  would  say  is  that  —  to  him  — 

I  would  say  that  as  President's  Counsel  (unintelligible)  executive 

(unintelligible)  and  all  that  —  (expletive  removed)  I  wouldn't 

even  (unintelligible) .   The  Ervin  Committee  though  is  going  to  be 

as  —  nothing  by  the  time  this  thing."  Kleindienst  said,  "Oh  by 

this  time  (unintelligible)  we  keep  it  in  the  criminal  justice  system 

where  it  belongs."   (pp.  43-44) 

The  President  said  Silbert  ought  to  get  over  there  right 
now  and  tell  the  Ervin  Committee  not  to  go,  "shouldn't  he?",  and 
Kleindienst  said,  "I  don't  know."  The  President  asked,  "how  can 
Mitchell,  for  example,  get  a  fair  trial  with  the  Ervin  Committee  leaking 
all  over  the  place  and  so  forth  and  so  on.   I  would  —  if  I  were  the 
prosecuting  attorney  I'd  say  to  the  committee,  now  keep  McCord  and 
all  these  (expletive  removed).   Don't  you  agree?"  Kleindienst  said, 
"Sure  —  if  they'll  do  it."  The  President  said  he  really  thought  a 
smart  lawyer  for  Mitchell  and  other  defendants  "could  move  to  quash," 
and  Kleindienst  said,  "Well  they  could  get  the  cases  dismissed  as  a 
result  of  this  horsing  around  with  the  Ervin  Committee."   (pp.  44-45) 
Kleindienst  said" Any  litigation  concerning  John  Mitchell  will  probably  take 
ten  years  —   you  know  a  couple  of  years  before  trial,  four  or  five  years 
appeals,  motions,  trial."  The  President  said,  "(expletive  removed)  I 
would  want  to  appeal  the  Chicago  Seven,  the  Berrigans,  and  the  Ellsbergs 
and  all  those  (expletive  removed).   And  they've  fooled  around  all  this 
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time."  He  further  said,  "Well  it's  a  hard  thing,  Dick,  hard  thing. 

These  fellows,  even  the  Cubans  —  or  even  perhaps  they  most  of  all. 

They  were  doing  (unintelligible)  they  were  helping  the  campaign." 

(p.  45)   The  President  said,  "And  they  just  —  just  showed  incredibly 

bad  judgment  —  right?"  Kleindienst  said:   "It's  still  a  fact,  Mr. 

President,  it's  been  two  or  three  months,  you  know,  while  you  were 

getting  your  campaign  organization  going,  and  Mitchell  was  just  a  puppet. 

You  know  John  was  in  a  rather  awkward  situation  being  the  Attorney  General, 

having  talked  to  those  guys."   (p.  46)  The  President  added  that  "Magruder's 

sort  of  a  lightweight  in  a  very  heavy  job.  .  .  .   And  then  so  they 

decided  that  —  gee,  this  is  great  and  this  is  real  fun  —  (expletive 

removed).  ..."  The  President  said,  "if  Haldeman  had  been  running  it 

it  wouldn't  have  happened  either.   But  look  what  the  (expletive  removed) 

he  was  doing,  we  were  on  our  way  to  China  and  .  .  .  Russia.   We  weren't 

in  the  campaign  —  they  were.   We  couldn't  and  that's  why  we  had  no 

control.   Well,  anyway,  I'm  not  making  any  excuses.   The  thing  to  do  now 

is  to,"     Kleindienst  said,  "Deal  with  the  facts  as  you  have  them." 

The  President  said  "Go  forward."   (pp.  46-47)   The  President  asked  if  they 

could  bring  down  "a  former  Circuit  Court  judge  like  Lombard."  Kleindienst 

replied  that  the  Chief  Justice  "doen't  like  that  unless  he  has  completely 

retired  from  the  judiciary,"  and  that  the  Chief  Justice  recommended 

Sears,  and  thinks  there  should  be  a  special  prosecutor.   (p.  47) 

The  President  asked  Kleindienst  "what  is  Petersen's  reasoning". 
Kleindienst  said  Petersen  believed  that  Kleindienst  should  recuse  himself 
"now  that  it  looks  like  Mitchell  and  --,  "but  Kleindienst  said  we  haven't 
gotten  to  the  point  of  deciding  when  he  should  do  it.   Kleindienst  said 
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one  thing  he  would  do  would  be  to  "delegate  the  responsibility  for  the 
entire  matter  to  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the  Criminal 
Division.  The  President  inquired  whether  the  country  [would]  respect 
him  on  this?"  Kleindienst  said  yes,  and  the  President  noted  that 
he  had  not  appointed  Petersen  who  was  a  career  man.   (p.  49)   The 
President  concluded  that  "Petersen  would  be  better  than  Sneed,"  and 
that  he  ought  to  consider  calling  in  the  prosecutors  and  tell  them  "to 
work  with  Petersen  and  get  everything  done."   (p.  50) 

Kleindienst  said,  "let's  think  about  that"  and  that  they  "got 
to  do  something  pretty  quickly  before  this  stuff  gets  out  of  hand." 
Kleindienst  said,  "In  view  of  the  disclosure  made  to  me  last  night  and 
yesterday  afternoon  by  Ehrlichman,  I  think  I've  got  to  do  something. 
I'm  now  on  notice  that  Magruder,  you  know."  The  President  said  he  told 
Ehrlichman  to  turn  his  information  over  to  Kleindienst.   In  fact,  the 
President  said,  Ehrlichman  suggested  it  even  before  Magruder  talked 
to  him,"  and  then  the  events  caught  up  with  us  and  Magruder  came  in,  and  said, 
look,  I  —  almost  irrelevant.   I  didn't  think  Magruder  (unintelligible). 
So  that's  why,  Dick,  why  we've  been  scrupulous  and  your  record  must  show 
that.   Been  scrupulous,  that  Ehrlichman  he  called  you,  he  called  you 
before  Magruder  and  afterwards.   We  didn't  wait  till  Magruder  —  ",  and 
Kleindienst  said  "That's  right."  After  four  more  words  the  edited  trans- 
cript then  contains  the  notation,  "no  more  sound  —  tape  runs  out." 
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52.     On  April  15,  1973  from  2:24  to  3:30  p.m.  the  President  net  with 
Ehrlichman  in  the  President's  EOB  office.   From  3:27  to  3:44  p.m.  the 
President  spoke  to  Haldeman  by  telephone  and  discussed  conflicts  between 
the  recollections  of  Magruder  and  Strachan  concerning  conversations 
about  Watergate.   At  3:48  p.m.  the  President  returned  a  telephone  call 
from  Kleindienst  and  agreed  to  have  Petersen  join  their  upcoming  meeting. 

In  response  to  the  Conoittee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  the  President's  meeting  with  Ehrlichman,  his 
telephone  conversation  with  Haldeman,  and  his  telephone  conversation 
with  Kleindienst,  the  President  has  produced  edited  transcripts  of  the 
recordings  of  the  Haldeman  and  Kleindienst  telephone  calls.   Summaries 
of  those  transcripts  have  been  prepared.   The  President  has  stated  that 
the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his  EOB  office  had  run  out  during  his 
afternoon  meeting  of  April  15,  1973  with  Kleindienst  and  that  no  further 
conversations  in  that  office  were  recorded. 
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The  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Rooia. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  !!r.  Hill.   The  Rochester  Mnle  Chorus  o. 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service,   tor 
a  list  of  guests,  see  APPENDIX  "A.'' 
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The  President  and  the  First  I.ady,  acco:-pnnied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  the  State  Dining  Roon.   Er.route,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

V/hite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/ouC 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

Tne  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  ia  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Hale  Chorus. 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  K.  R.  Haldetian. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  net  with: 

Attorney  General  Kleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichman.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

The  President  wont  to  West  E\ocutiv-j  Avenue. 

The  President  a:-.J  Mv.  Ucho-o  lOLore.'.  fro-,  the  EOS  to  i'icr  On»- 
of  tl'.e  Uasiiin  .;  vii  >:.ivy  V.iiJ.   !:nro;i:o,  r!.j  rrc5iui.-::t 
prcc-tc-a  i.'^nl-.-:s  o\    lu.-   cr.•^.a  .•S:u-r;l.; .  J  at  t::e  north  on;: 
of  V.'est  r.xeiMit  Ivi'  Avi-iuio. 


Ti'.c  I'lc?;  i.,v!i.nt;  r.n.i  Mr.  K 


■ii.v:o  l-.>.iri!oI  the-  Scoi: 
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{^'t   Ttivrl   Rt(..r.l   (..'   Travel    A>Iiv.(r) 


OAIE    (Mo  .   IJj,.   Yr  )  V^  . 

APRIL  15,   1973 '  •' 

TIME  DAY  '«' 

5:32   p.n.    SUNT) AY 


ACTIVITY 


The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt .  Cdr. 

Andrew  J.  Combe,  Captain  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  bosting  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.  P.ebozo 

Lt.  Col.  William  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj .  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach ,  Personal  Physician 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  Washington  Kavy  Yard. 

Tne  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr .  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  HI. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 


S:!/CI)/.II) 
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52.2     TOM  HABT  MEMORANDUM^   JULY  24^    197 Z,   EXHIBIT  25, 


IN  RE  GRAND     JURY,   MISC.    47-7Z 


THE   WHITE    HOUSE 

WA  3  M  I  N  G  T  O  N 

Jul-/  Z4.    197  3 


xMEMORANDUM  FOR:  MR.    JACK  NE5DITT 

Presidential  Papers 

FROM:  TOM  HART         I . 

SUBJECT:  President's  D^.ilv  Diarv  - 

April   15.    1''73 

Your  office  has   called  my  attention  to  the  President's  Daily  Diary  of 
April   15,    1973,    particularly  the  discrepancies  therein  vvith  certain 
individuals  meeting  the  President  and  has  as'^ed  fur  clarification  on 
.these   points.      I  will  try  to  give  these   clarifications  to  you  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  recollection  to-cthcr  with  conversations  E  have 
had  with  others  and  their  knowledge  and  recollection  concerning 
this   day. 

1.  The  diary  shows  the  President  going  to  the  Oval  Office 

from  the  Residence  at   10:35  a.m.    and  departing  the  Oval 
"Office  at   11:15  a.m.    and  returning  to  the  Residence. 
Tliere  is  an  accompanying  note  fro.m  the  Secret  Service 
which  states:  "Xo  meetings   in  Oval  Office  between 
10:35   -    11:15  a.m."     Tlie  President,    in  fact,    did  meet 
with  John  Elirlichman  in  the  Oval  Office  during  this 
period  of  tim.e.      It  probably  went  unnoticed  ijy  fne  Secret 
Service  as  Mr.    Eiirlichman  would  prooai^ly  have  entered 
throuuli  the  nrivate  door  in  Mr.    Bull's  office.      I  arrivea 
at  my'office'at  apnroxim.ately   11:00  a.m..    and  met  Manolo 
Sanchez  there.      Ho  tolci  iv.e  f-.at  the   President  was  m.eet- 
mg  with  Mr.    Eiiruch:nan  at  that  time.      X^r.    Sanchez  and 
myself  waited  lor  \.\xc  President     to  leave  as  we  knew  lie 
was  expected  ^t  the    Yellow  Oval  Rooi^i  on  the  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^'^"^ 
of  the   Residence  to  have   coifee  with  the   Reverend  ■^.\  . 
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52.2     TOM  HABT  MEMORANDUM,   JULY  24,    1973,   EXHIBIT  29, 
IN  RE  GRAND  JURY.   MISC.    47-72 


nil]   v.ho 


■as  t'le  Minister  for  the   V/laite  House   V.'orsliip  Service 


that  same   mornin'^.      T'.io  Pre^-.  ident  did  leave  his  office  at 
11:13  3..rA.    and  rt,.lurned  to  ti.e   Residence  alone.      V7e  were  not 
sure  exactlv  v.hen  Mr.    EhrlichrTian  entered  the  Oval  Office  but 
it  apparently  was   so:-netitne  betv/een   10:35  and  11:00  a.m..    when 
I  had  arrived. 


Mr.    SanciiCi:  confirms  this   inform.ation. 


The   diary  shows  than  the  President  met  with  Attorney  General 
Kleindienst  be^innint;  at   1:12  p.m.      The  Attorney  General  v.'as 
over  in  tlie  EOB   outer  office  waiting  for  the  President  to  arrive 
and  as   soon  as  he  arrived  they  v/cnt  in  together.     This   is   con- 
firmed bv  Mr.    B'.ill  and  Mr.    Sanchez.      The  diary  s'nov.-s  that  the 
President  met  with  Joh.n  Ehrlichm.an  at   1:24  until  3:30  p.m. 
Mr.    Sa!:c:io;:  has  told  me  that  he   recalls  that  Attorney  General 
Kleinduenst  ir;et  with  the  President  alone  until  he  left  and  then 
approrvimatcly  five  or  ten  minutes  after  he  left  Mr.    Ehrliciiman 
cam.e  in  and  met  v.ith  the  President  alone.      Therefore,    I  believe 
that  Mr.    Ehrl\ch.man  inet  with  the  President  at  scrne  point  after 
the  Attorney  Ccnerai  left  at  2:22  p.m.     The  EPS  loc   showed 
Mr.    Ehrlichman  in  at   1:24  p.m.      It  probably  should  have  read 
^!r.    Sanchez   recalls  that  Mr.    Ehrlichman  met  with 


?■?.". 


d.-T  p.m. 


the  President  alone  for  forty-five  m.inutes  to  an  hour. 


3.    The   diary  shows  t!iat  the  President  met  with  Mr.    Rebozo  from 
3:25  until  some  tim.c  after  5:00  p.m.      This   is  crronous  as 
Mr.    Rebozo  did  not  m.ect  with  the   President  that  afternoon. 
This   information  probably  came  froin  the  EPS  log  which  shows 
that  Mr.    Rebozo  erUercd  the   complex  of  EOB  offices  at  that 
time  but  to  t:ie   recollection  of  Mr.    Sanchez  and  of  Colonel 
Golden  v.ho  was  the  duty  Military  Aide  that  day.    Mr.    Rebozo 
waited  o'.tside  the   President's  EOB  office  with  Colonel  Golden 
and  Mr.    Sanciiez  until  shortly  after  4:00  p.m.    v.hen  Attorney 
General  rileindienst  and  Assistant  Attorney  General  Henry 
Petersen  ciitcrec!  to  iiiect  with,  tiie  President.      Mr.    I\ebozo  tnen 
rt;turn.;d  to  t'le   Re.udcnce.      Mr.    Re'oozo  dici  acccmnany  th.e 
Pr<-ii(ient  v.h.en  in;   loft  ins  EOi-   office  at  5:25   -{i.rr..    to  go  out  lor 
a  boat   ri'lc   on  tiic  Sequoia.      I   b.-lieve  t'nat  tiiese   discrepancies 
have  arisen   in  the   log  because   oi  the  fact  tiiat  trie  true  tinies 
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3. 


ki'pt 


arc   ; 


i;:icr.-Jiv 


:-.•..•::!;-   •..■t!i  ^;,o   President  ia  hi:;  EOn  offi^^ 
pv   :;y  ;:io   re  c  r '.:: '  oni  st  who  biis  cutsicio  his 
.^t   or.  thi.;   par^n.v:lar  clay  v.hich   .vas  rv  Sunday 
tht-rc  vv.i.si  no  re^eptiorast  liicrc  because  there  is  acncraliv  no 
need  ior  o,-.e  as  the  President  dc^cs  :iot  usually  have  such  mcetirms 
on  a  Sunday.      -.Tr.cn  such  mcetir.'^s  do  occur  v.hcn  the  receptionist 
is  not  tiaere,    your  on'ice  -enerally  relies  on  the  EPS  ioc  for 
meeting  inrorrnation.     Thii   can  be  crronous  as  a  person  can  be 
log.qcd  as  to  entering  t-ic  compIcN:  of  the  President's  EOB  office 
without  that  person  entering  the  inner-office  and  niecting  there 
wiih  the  Prcsider.t.      This,    I  suspect,    was  the  problem  with  the 
discrepancies  that  your  office  has  called  our  attention  to  on 
that  particular  day. 
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52. 3     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL   15,    2973,    3:27-3:44  P.M  TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 

April  15,  1973  3:27  p.m.  to  3:44  p.m. 

On  April  15,  1973,  the  President  and  H.  R.  Haldeman  had  a  telephone 
conversation  from  3:27  to  3:44  p.m.   Haldeman  told  the  President  that 
he  was  working  on  his  statement  and  had  discussed  it  with  Rogers,  who 
"has  some  real  reservations"  about  whether  we  "should  go  up  there" 
to  the  Ervin  Committee  to  testify  publicly  while  the  Grand  Jury  was 
still  deliberating.   Haldeman  said  that  Rogers  believed  that  they 
could  make  a  commitment  to  testify  in  executive  session,  that  the 
public  would  be  satisfied  when  indictments  came  down  anyway,  and  that 
the  hearings  would  have  to  stop  if  the  indictments  were  at  a  high 
level.   Haldeman  indicated  that  he  agreed  with  Rogers,  and  added  that 
"if  we  agree  to  go  up  and  the  Grand  Jury  comes  down  with  indictments 
they  will  probably  turn  off  the  hearings  for  a  time  anyway  .... 
So  we  would  have  appeared  to  be  forthcoming  but  we  wouldn't  maybe 
have  to  go."   (pp.  1-5) 

The  President  stated  that  Ehrlichman  had  talked  to  Moore,  who 
thought  that  "it  Isn't  going  to  make  any  difference,"  but  that  public 
testimony  would  have  the  President  be  forthcoming.   The  President  added, 
"But  what  does  that  do?  Let  the  President  be  forthcoming  and  let  them 
kill  us."   (pp.  2-3) 

The  President  mentioned  that  the  Committee  would  be  "denied  some  of  their 
principal  witnesses,"  naming  specifically  Mitchell  and  Magruder.  (p.  4) 
They  discussed  polls  briefly,  (pp.  5-6)  and  mentioned  that  both  Kleln- 
dienst  and  Rogers  were  for  the  Special  Prosecutor.   The  President  aaid  that 
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he  had  come  to  that  conclusion,  too,  for  the  reason  that  there  should  be 
a  special  prosecutor  not  to  prosecute  the  case  but  to  see  that  the 
indictments  ran  to  everybody  they  needed  to  run  to,  so  that  it  wasn't  just 
the  President's  men.   Haldeman  said  that  did  protect  the  President  against 
charges  of  a  cover-up  "if  they  don't  indict  some  of  us."  The  President 
said  that  he  was  leaning  toward  Wright,  from  the  Texas  Law  School,  for 
Special  Prosecutor,  (pp.  6-7) 

The  President  said  that  he  had  questions  about  Magruder's  credibility, 
and  that  Strachan  told  Ehrlichman  that  Magruder  had  asked  Strachan  to 
"concoct  with  him  the  story  that  he,  Strachan,  did  walk  across  the  street 
with  Magruder  and  tell  Magruder  to  go  forward  with  the  operation."  The  President 
commented  that  "a  hell  of  a  lot  of  Magruder's  stuff,  even  on  Mitchell,  may  be  open 
to  serious  question,"  and  added,  "I  think  now  he  has  lied  so  much  is  he 
going  to  lie  again  and  work  with  his  attorneys  and  get  himself  separated 
from  all  this  thing,  etc.   I  think  Strachan  will  be  a  damn  believable 
witness  when  he  goes  down  there.   I  really  feel  he  will  be."  Haldeman 
said  he  would  if  he  stayed  to  the  truth,  and  the  President  said,  "If  he 
just  tells  the  truth."  Haldeman  agreed  that  Magruder  had  changed  his  story 
several  times,  and  added,  that  he  could  understand  Magruder's  difficulty. 
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Haldeman  said,  "It  is  hard  for  me  to  remember  what's  true,  havinp  just 
heard  all  of  these  other  people's  stories.   It  is  difficult  to  sort  the 
stuff  out.   If  you  start  lying  youself  [sic]  — "   (pp-  8-10) 

The  President  said  that  Rogers'  point  was  good  that  an  indictment 
of  "a  hell  of  a  big  fish... is  going  to  take  a  lot  of  the  fire  out  of  this 
thing  on  the  cover  up  and  all  that  sort."  Haldeman  said  that  he  agreed 
and  that  this  would  explain  what  to  the  people  was  now  a  phony  looking  thing. 
The  President  said.  "Explain  that  they  did  it,  and  then  of  course  the  cover 
up  comes  in  and  they  did  that  too."  Haldeman  said  "it  all  makes  sense, 
it  is  logical,  believable,  because  it's  true."  The  President  agreed. 
Haldeman  said 'that  public  reaction  is  going  to  be.  well,  thank  God  that 
is  settled."  He  said  "I  think  people  want  solutions;  they  don't  want  ongoing 

problems."   (pp.  10-11) 

There  was  further  discussion  of  the  publicity  aspects  of  the  matter. 
The  President  said  that  he  rejected  Kleindienst 's  suggestion  that  he  make 
a  "Checker's  Speech."  The  President  commented  that  the  Special  Prosecutor 
"gets  one  person  between  me  and  the  whole  thing."  and  that  "the  Dean  report 
now  has  been  totally  discredited."  They 


(970) 


52. 3     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  15,    1973,    Z: 27-3: 44  P.M.    TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION 

discussed  the  statement  the  President  would  make  "when  they  indict 
Mitchell,  and  Mitchell  doesn't  plead  guilty"-   The  President  said, 
"(I  don't  know  whether  I  can  say  I  am  confident  in  his  innocence)." 
They  decided  he  should  say  that  "[i]t  is  not  proper  for  me  to  comment 

except  that  he  is  a  fine  man "  Haldeman  suggested  the 

President  express  his  faith  in  the  system.   Haldeman  said,  "You 
know  there  is  a  lot  to  be  gained  from  this  if  the  damn  system  comes 
out  right."  The  President  said,  "That's  right,"  and  Haldeman 
continued,  "In  restoring  people's  faith  in  the  system,  rather 
than  in  this  jackass  kangaroo  court."   (pp.  11-13) 

At  the  end  of  the  conversation,  the  President  asked  Haldeman  to 
tell  Ehrlichman  that  he  liked  Rogers '  thoughts  about  the  Ervin 
Committee,  (p.  13) 
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SUMMARY  OF  EDITED  WHITE  HOUSE  TRANSCRIPT 


APRIL  15.  1973,  3:48  p.m. 


On  April  15,  1973,  the  President  telephoned  Kleindienst  at 
about  3:48  p.m.   Kleindienst  asked  if  he  could  bring  Petersen  to  their 
meeting.  The  President  agreed.   Kleindienst  said  that  he  and  Petersen 
would  be  over  "in  a  couple  of  minutes." 
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53.     On  April  15,  1973  Petersen  and  Klelndlenst  met  with  the  President 
from  4:00  to  5:15  p.m.  in  the  President's  EOB  office.  Petersen  has  testi- 
fied that  he  reported  on  the  information  that  the  prosecutors  had  received 
from  Dean  and  Magruder  and  that  his  report  included  the  following:   that 
Mitchell  had  approved  the  $300,000  budget  for  the  Liddy  "gemstone"  oper- 
ation; that  budget  information  for  "gemstone"  and  summaries  of  intercepted 
conversations  were  given  to  Strachan  and  that  information  given  to  Strachan 
was  for  delivery  to  Haldeman;  that  if  the  prosecutors  could  develop 
Strachan  as  a  witness,  "school  was  going  to  be  out  as  far  as  Haldeman 
was  concerned";  that  Ehrllchman  through  Dean  informed  Liddy  that  Hunt 
should  leave  the  country;  and  that  Ehrllchman  had  told  Dean  to  "deep  six" 
certain  information  recovered  by  Dean  from  Hunt's  office.   Petersen  has 
also  testified  that  he  recommended  that  Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman  be  dis- 
missed, but  Dean  be  retained  while  cooperating  with  the  prosecutors. 
Petersen  has  testified  that  the  President:   exhibited  a  lack  of  shock 
and  emotion;  spoke  well  of  Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman;  suggested  that  Dean 
and  Magruder  were  trying  to  exculpate  themselves;  suggested  a  cautionary 
approach  to  the  granting  of  immunity;  stated  that  he  had  first  learned 
that  there  were  more  significant  problems  than  he  had  anticipated  on  March 
21,  1973,  although  he  did  not  tell  Petersen  what  Dean  had  told  him  on  that 
date;  stated  that  he  had  told  Dean  to  write  a  report  but  that  Dean  had 
been  unable  to  write  a  report;  stated  that  he  told  Ehrllchman  to  conduct 
an  investigation  after  Dean  failed  to  deliver  his  report ;  stated  that 
Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman  had  denied  the  charges  against  them;  and  requested 
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that  Petersen  reduce  to  writing  what  he  had  said  to  the  President  about 
Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman. 

The  Committee  has  subpoenaed  the  tape  recording  and  other 
evidence  regarding  this  conversation.   The  President  has  stated  that 
the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his  EOB  office  ran  out  during  his  afternoon 
meeting  with  Kleindienst. 
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TIME  DAY  " 

12  :09  a.m.  SU.VDAY 
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The  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

TTie  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L. 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 
The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.  Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mountu-Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  Hr.  Hill.   Tlie  Rochester  Mnle  Chorus  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service.   For 
a  list  of  guests,  see  APPENDIX  "A." 
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DATE  I  Mo..  D»r.  Vr.)      "j 

_  .APRII.  15.,  _iaz3_  -  itJl 

TIME        DAY         (J 

17:11  p.n.  SUN-DAY 


ACTIVITY 


The  President  and  the  First  Lady,  acconpanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  the  State  Dining  Room.   Enroute,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

VThite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichmati. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  Haldeman. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  met  with: 

Attorney  General  Kleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichnan.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  fron  the  EOB  to  Pier  One 
of  the  Washington  Navy  Yard.   Enroute,  the  President   _ 
greeted  members  of  the  croud  assembled  at  the  north  exit 
of  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  boarded  the  Sequo",i. 
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11:21 
11:45 


7:24 


7:42 
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11:15 
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R«  Received 


The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt.  Cdr. 
Andrew  J.  Combe,  Captain  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  boating  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by:     ' 
Mr.  Rebozo 

Lt.  Col.  William  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj .  Gen.  Halter  R.  Tkach,  Personal  Physiciaa 
Manolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr.  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  1X1. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 
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ZS2£EEDINGS 
Whereupon, 

HENRY  E.  PETERSEN 
was  called  as  a  witness  and,  having  been  first  duly  sworn  by 
the  Foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury,  was  examined  and  testified  as 
follows : 

BY  MR.  BEN-VENISTE: 

Would  you  state  your  full  name  for  the  record, 


Q 

please? 
A 
Q 


My  name  is  Henry  E.  Petersen. 

Mr.  Petersen,  you're  reappearing  this  morning  be- 
fore the  Grand  Jury  at  the  request  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  a 
result  of  the  information  received  by  the  Grand  Jury  In  the 
Interim  since  your  last  appearance  here,  about  which,  they 
would  like  to  ask  some  questions. 

It  will  go  to  the  period  of  around  April  the  15th, 


1973,  and  I  ask  whether,  on  that  day,  you  met  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

A    I  did. 

Q    Now,  can  you  give  us  the  substance  of  that  meeting 
or  meetings,  as  you  recall  them? 

A  Yes,  I  can.  Perhaps,  first,  I  suppose  I  ought  to 
explain  how  I  came  to  meet  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Attorney  General  Klelndienst  called  me  at  my  home 
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Bometlme  that  afternoon  on  Sunday,  Aprl}^  15th,  and  asked  me 
to  come  down  to  the  office.   I  told  him  I  wasn't  approprlateljr 
dressed,  did  It  make  any  difference,  and  he  said,  no. 

I  went  down  to  the  office  In  sports  clothes,  met 
him  In  his  office,  and  there  was  no  one  else  there.   He  ad- 
vised me  that  he  --  as  he  had  Indicated  he  would,  earlier 
that  morning  about  5:00  a.m.,  that  he  had  seentithe -President 
of  the  United  States  briefly  following  a  prayer  breakfast 
at  the  White  House  at  about  11:00  a.m.   And  that  he  was  to 
see  the  President  later,  again,  that  afternoon  at  3:15  or 
thereabouts,  and  that  one  of  the  things  that  he  was  going  to 
do,  when  he  saw  the  President,  was  to  recuse  himself  from 
the  Investigation  because  of  the  Individuals  who  were  Involve^ 
and  that,  when  he  did  so,  the  obligation  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Investigation  would  fall  upon  me. 

He  had  written  a  memorandum  —  handwritten  on  yello^ 
paper  --  indicating  his  recusal  and  his  appointment  of  me  to 
carry  on  those  duties. 

About  that  time,  he  said,  "I  think  you  ought  to 
come  with  me  to  see  the  President."  And  I  said  I  wasn't 
appropriately  dressed. 

He  called  the  White  House.   I  don't  know  to  whom  he 
spoke  but,  apparently,  he  got  permission  for  me  to  come  along 

We  went  to  the  President's  Office  and  we  went,  with 
him,  in  the  Executive  Office  Building.   We  discussed  Mr. 
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Klelndlenst' B  recusal  and,  as  a  follow-up  to  the  conversation 
--  or  apparent  conversation  --  earlier  In  the  day  between  the 
President  and  Mr.  Klelndlenst  —  I  say  apparent  because  It's 
never  been  clear  to  me  to  whom  he  spoke,  what  he  said,  how 
long  that  conversation  was. 

But,  in  apparent  follow-up  of  that,  he  gave  the 
President  a  brief  statement  of  the  evidence  Implicating  Mr. 
Haldeman  and  Mr.  Ehrllchman  and  the  suggestion  that.  In  order 
to  protect  the  Presidency,  that  he  ought  to  disassociate 
himself  from  those  people  immediately. 

Basically,  that  was  the  nature  of  the  conversation. 
The  contents,  with  respect  to  substance,  was  more  pointed 
towards  Mr.  Ehrllchman  and  it  related  to  what  Mr.  Dean  had 
said,  that  Ehrllchman  knew  and  what  Magruder  had  said. 

Q    1  think  you  may  be  referring  to  Mr.  Haldeman  when 
you  mentioned  Mr.  Ehrllchman. 

A    Yes,  I  did,  excuse  me.   I  confused  them.   Particular! 
with  respect  to  what  Mr.  Dean  had  said  concerning  Mr.  Halde 
man  and  what  Mr.  Magruder  had  said  and,  with  special  emphasis, 
that  Magruder' s  testimony  related  to  Information  that  he, 
Magruder,  had  given  to  Strachan  before  the  break- in. 

It  specifically  concerned  a  budget  statement  of  the 
project  from  which  Magruder  said  the  nature  of  the  project 
could  have  been  ascertained  and,  secondly,  transcripts  of  the 
logs  which  Magruder  said  were  given  to  Strachan,  and  the  only 
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reason  they  were  given  to  SCtfchan  was  for  transmittal  to 
Haldetnan.   Though  he  could  not  testify  that  they  had,  In 
fact,  been  transmitted  to  Haldeman,  but  he  certainly  consider 
Strachan  to  be  their  liaison  between  themselves  and  Haldeman. 

With  respect  to  Ehrltchman,  as  I  recall  —  all  of 
which  Is  summarized  In  a  memorandum  for  the  President,  a  copy 
of  which  you  all  have  --  there  was  a  statement  by  Dean,  I 
think,  that  there  was  some  discussion  between  him  and  Ehrllch' 
man  concerning  the  amount  of  money  that  was  to  be  made  avail- 
able to  those  people. 

There  was  then  some  discussion  about  whether  or 
not  this  —  I  was  saying  we  were  going  to  charge  and  convict 
these  people,  and  I  replied  that,  with  respect  to  Ehrllchman, 
we  had  almost  a  prima  facie  case  but  that  depended  on  whether 
or  not  Strachan  could  corroborate  Magruder. 

Q    Again,  Mr.  Petersen,  you  said  Ehrllchman  when  I 
think  you  meant  Haldeman. 

A    I  meant  Haldeman.  Very  strange  to  figure  that  out. 
I've  never  met  Mr.  Haldeman. 

In  any  event,  that  was  the  thrust  of  the  conversa- 
tion with  the  President  from  my  point  of  view  and  It  was 
encumbent  upon  hlra  to  do  something  and  do  something  quickly. 
Otherwise,  the  impact  on  the  Presidency  was  going  to  be 
drastic  —  prpphetic  statement. 

Q    What  did  the  President  reply? 
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pithy  statement  that  he  made.   He  epoke  well  of  Ehrltchman 
and  Haldeman;  thought  that  It  seemed  difficult  for  him  to 
comprehend;  seemed  to  think  —  seemed  to  fear  I  guess  Is  a 
better  term  —  that  perhaps  John  Dean  was  simply  trying  to 
exculpate  himself  and  that  he  was  really  responsible:  that 
he  didn't  know  about  these  things  at  all  until  Dean  had 
told  him  on  March  2l8t;  and  that,  at  that  point,  he  had  asked 
Ehrllchman  to  look  into  the  matter. 

With  respect  to  Magruder,  I  think  he  felt  the  same 
way,  and  I  probably  told  him  that  we  were  trying  to  develop 
Strachan  as  a  witness  and  If  we  developed  Strachan  as  a  wit- 
ness, school  was  going  to  be  out,  as  far  as  Haldeman  was 
concerned. 

Q    Did  the  President,  in  that  conversation,  Mr.  Peter- 
sen, mention  the  so-called  Dean  report? 

A    He  mentioned  that  he,  after  Dean  --  and,  apparently 
after  March  21st,  when  Dean  had  come  to  him,  he  had  sent 
Dean,  he  said,  to  Camp  David  to  write  a  report  and  Dean  came 
back  and  told  him  that  he,  Dean,  wasn't  able  to  do  it. 

And  the  President  said,  "Well,  no  wonder  he  was  not 
able  to  do  it"  —  these  are  not  quotes,  but  —  "No  wonder 
he  was  not  able  to  do  it,  really.   It  was  a  report  which  woulil 
Implicate  himself.  He  Just  couldn't  bring  himself  to  do  it." 

Q    And  did  the  President  Indicate  to  you,  in  the 
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course  of  that  meeting,  whether  or  not  he  could  believe  John 
Dean  or  did  believe  John  Dean  as  a  result  of  what  Mr.  Dean 
told  him  on  March  2l8t7 

My  question  Is  whether  that  was  related  to  the 
President  telling  you  that  he  had  asked  Ehrllchman  to  write 
a  report. 

A    I  don't  think  — 
Q    And  make  an  Investigation. 

A    I'm  puzzling  over  the  use  of  your  word  "believe." 
Certainly,  the  President's  attitude,  as  1  Interpreted  it, 
was  that  he  found  It  difficult  to  believe,  but  I  don't  mean 
to  imply  that  he  was  saying  John  Dean  was  lying  about  this 
or  so-and-so.   And  because  he  found  his  situation  unbelievably, 
incredible,  he  had  asked  Ehrllchman  to  look  into  the  facts 
of  the  matter  and  to  give  him  the  report  that  John  Dean  shoulc 
have  given  him. 

I  think  one  of  the  things  I  aaked  him  was,  "Well, 
didn't  Dean  ever  give  you  a  report  of  all  of  this?"  And  he 
said,  no.  Dean  had  never  given  him  a  report.   This  was  common- 
place in  the  press  that  Dean  had. 

Q    Did  the  President  Indicate  to  you  anything  about 
the  substance  of  Mr.  Ehrllchman' 6  report? 

A    No,  he  did  not. 

Q    Did  the  President  indicate  to  you  whether  Mr.  Dean, 
back  in  March,  had  told  the  same  or  a  similar  set  of  facts 
concerning  the  Involvement  of  Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman? 
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A    I  didn't  gather  that.'  I  don't  think  It  was  speci- 
fically discussed.  My  reaction  to  that  Is  that  the  President 
was,  In  fact,  saying  that  Dean  came  and  told  him  what  he  had 
been  doing  with  the  Committee,  and  that  whether  or  not  he 
specifically  got  Into  discussions  of  what  Haldeman  and  Ehrllcli 
man  were  doing,  I  don't  know. 

I  couldn't  draw  that.  I  had  to  conclude  that  that 
was  somewhat  muted.  Otherwise,  the  President  would  not  have 
chosen  one  who  was  deeply  Involved  to  Investigate  the  matter 
anew.  But  that  assumes  Innocence  on  the  part  of  the  parties 
involved,  of  course. 

Q    As  a  result  of  the  President  having  told  you  that 
Dean  may  have  been  making  the  statements  that  you  related  to 
the  President  In  order  to  exculpate  or  help  himself  In  some 
way,  did  you  conclude  that  this  was  something  recently  dis- 
closed by  Dean  and  not  something  which  Dean  may  have  been 
telling  people  at  an  earlier  date  than  you  had  learned? 

A    Well,  I  can't  be  certain,  but  my  reaction  to  that 
Is  that  I  was  dissatisfied  from  what  I  considered  to  be  the 
President's  knowledge  based  on  the  earlier  conversation,  and 
it  was  because  of  that  dissatisfaction  that  X  suggested  that 
he  now  talk  to  John  Dean  again;  that  he  hear  directly  from 
John  Dean  what  John  Dean  was  telling  the  Prosecutors. 

There  Is  another  reason  for  that.  We  were  under 
some  inhibitions  with  respect  to  what  Dean  was  telling  us. 
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It  wa8  told  to  us  In  confidence.   So  we  were  told  In  confi- 
dence with  the  commitment  that  It  would  not  be  used  directly 
or  indirectly.   I  didn't  feel  free  to  put,  you  know,  whatever 
I  had  of  that  out,  but  I  certainly  felt  that  It  was  entirely 
proper  for  the  President,  as  head  of  the  Government  --  par- 
ticularly the  man  in  charge  of  the  White  House  --  to  be  In- 
formed of  these  things  so  that  he  could  take  proper  admini- 
strative action. 

And  for  those  two  reasons,  I  suggested  that  he  talk 
with  John  Dean.   And  they  did  talk  that  night. 

Q    My  question  really  focuses  on  whether  you  got  the 
Impression,  after  the  President  described  those  motives  to 
Mr.  Dean  for  having  come  to  the  Prosecutors  with  this  In- 
formation, that  this  was  news  to  the  President.   That  the 
Involvement  of  Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman,  as  Dean  explained  It, 
at  least  preliminary  to  the  prosecutors,  was  new  Information 
coming  to  the  President  from  you  rather  than  from  Dean  at  an 
earlier  time? 

A    Well,  there's  no  statement  that  I  could  attribute 
to  the  President  that  would  definitely  answer  that  question. 

My  reaction  to  the  April  15th  was  that  the  Presi- 
dent exhibited  a  lack  of  shock,  or  that  he  was  In  Immense 
control:  of  himself.   But  these  are  reactions. 

A  man,  who  Is  used  to  dealing  with  global  crises 
probably  takes  these  things  in  stride.   But  he  was  calm  and 
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collected. 

Q    So  he  did  not  seen  surprised  by  your  narration  that 
Haldeman  and  Ehrllchman  seemed  to  be  Involved  In  some  crlmlna  L 
activity? 

A    WellJ  there  was  no  visible  sign  of  emotion,  In  any 
event. 

Q    Did  the  President  Indicate  to  you  whether  Mr.  Halde 
man  or  Mr.  Ehrllchman,  or  both,  had  denied  the  facts  related 
by  you  to  the  President  about  them? 

A    I'm  not  sure  that  he  did  so  on  the  15th.   There 
vas  a  time  earlier  In  that  week,  and  I  can't  fix.  a  date, 
when  the  President  said,  "Well,  you  know,  they  think  they're 
Innocent."   But  then  he  said,  "I  suppose  everybody  always 
thinks  he's  Innocent."   That's  one  of  his  statements  that 
stands  out  In  my  mind. 

So,  you  know,  I  assumed  that  there  was  some  dis- 
cussion by  him  with  them  In  which  they  protested. 

Q    Did  you  ever  tell  the  President  not  to  dismiss  or 
call  for  the  resignations  of  Haldeman  or  Ehrllchman  before 
corroboration  was  obtained? 

A    No.   No,  indeed.   My  point  was  whether  or  not  we 
have  a  case.   What  we're  talkingdbout  Is  fitness  to  hold 
office  and  they  were  not  fit  to  hold  office  in  the  White 
House,  and  X  stated  that  starkly. 

Q    And  was  there  a  discussion,  at  this  time,  about 
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H 
whether  or  not  John  Dean  and/or  others  ought  to  be  ItmnuniEed 
from  prosecutton? 

A    There  was  some  discussion  of  Inmuntty,  yes.   And 
one  of  the  questions  the  President  raised  was  whether  or  not 
Dean  was  talking  this  way  about  others  In  order  to  save  him- 
self. 

And  I  guess  my  response  was,  "That  wasn't  one  of 
the  hard  questions  we  had  to  determine,  In  any  Immunity  grant, 
And,  certainly,  it  was  our  responsibility  to  corroborate  the 
Information  and  that,  In  any  event,  I  was  fully  aware  of  the 
Implications  of  Immunizing  upper  echelon  leaders  In  the  Goverji- 
ment  In  this  type  of  Investigation. 

This  debate  went  on  for  a  couple  of  days  In  which, 
I  felt,  I  made  It  quite  clear  that  the  responsibility  was 
mine  under  the  Statute,  but  I  received  no  direction  from  the 
President  not  to  Immunize. 

Q    Could  you  characterize  It  as  at  least  a  cautionary 
discussion  In  which  the  President  brought  to  you  possible 
reasons  why  Immunity  should  not  be  extended? 

A    Yes.   I  think  you  could  describe  it  as  a  cautionary 
cllscusslon.   But  the  type  of  cautionary Tliscussion  that  any- 
one opposed  to  immunity  in  principle  might  entertain.   I 
couldn't  describe  any  motive  to  it. 

Q    Now,  earlier,  you  indicated,  with  respect  to  the 
so-called  Dean  report,  that  the  President  said  that  Dean 
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could  not,  In  Gubstance,  brins  himself  to  put  It  on  pa, sr 
because  It  would  be  a  confession  of  Dean's  own  Improper  or 
illegal  activities. 

Was  it  your  impression,  or  did  the  President  Indi- 
cate, that  Dean  had  not,  at' the  tlrae  that  the  President  asked 
Dean  to  prepare  such  a  report,  provided  information  which 
v.'ould  be  incriminatory  of  Dean? 

A    Well,  I  suppose  I  better  give  you  —  I  think  that 
might  be  a  fair  Inference  but  the  President  said,  "Dean  came 
.^  in  and  told  me  all  about  these  things.  My  goodness,  that  was 
the  first  time  I  heard.   I  sent  him  up  to  Camp  David  and  told 
hiia,  'Sit  down  and  write  this  out.'   He  came  back  and  hadn't 
done  it."   Conclusion  —  which  was  the  President's  —  "I 
suppose  he  was  too  involved  to  be  able  to  do  it." 

"And,  at  that  point,  I  asked  Ehrllchman  to  sit  down 
and  get  me  the  facts." 

So  there  are  two  inferences.   One  that  Dean  was 
distraught  and,  V.10,    that  he  was  Involved,  and  three,  the 
President,  now,  couldn't  rely  on  him  because  the  President 
thought  he  was  involved,  in  any  event  —  that's  a  possible 
third  inference. 

Q    Now,  do  you  recall  discussing  with  the  President, 
at  some  time  --  strike  that. 

I  think  you  have  testified  earlier  that  the  Presi- 
dent, at  some  time,  indicated  to  you  that  Dean  had  been 
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so  I  called  John  Dean  on  the  telephone  and  told  him.  John,  there  is  no 
point  in  my  coniintr  over  tiiere,  we  are  jroinrr  to  recommend  jail  time 
and  these  people  are  going  to  be  immunized  and  we  then  discussed 
what  immunity  meant,  what  the  alternatives  are — and  they  are:  you 
can  be  contumacious  and  go  to  jail  almost  immediately  or  you  can  lie 
and  take  your  risk  that  the  Government  will  b(>  able  to  prove  it.  which 
nuiy  give  yon  a  little  l)it  of  time,  or  you  can  cooperate,  and  I  spelled 
those  out  for  him  and  tliat  ended  the  convei-sation. 

Mr.  Dash.  We  have  liad  testimony  from  ^Mr.  Kleindienst  and  I  think 
ilr.  Kleindienst  indicated  that  you  perhaps  would  be  our  better  wit- 
ness as  to  what  occurred  on  April  14  which  led  also  to  a  meeting  on 
April  15  with  tlie  President,  ^^liat  actually  led  to  the  meeting  that 
vou  had  with  ilr.  Titus,  Mr.  Silbert,  Mr.  Glanzer.  ilr.  Campbell,  on 
April  U? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Jlr.  Silbert  was  tr3-ing  to  get  me  all  throughout  the 
day  on  April  14.  I  did  not  get  home  until  appro.ximately  6  oi-  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  I  called  him  and  he  said  it  was  imperative  that  he  see 
me.  that  he,  Titus.  Silbert,  Glanzer.  meet  with  me  immediately.  And 

1  agreed.  So  we  set  up  a  meeting  in  my  office  at  8 :30  that  night.  They 
came  down  and  they  launched  into  the  fact  they  had  made  a  break- 
through in  the  Watergate  case  and  tliat  it  was  of  significant  propoi-- 
tions  and  that  they  were  in  the  course  of  attempting  to  neg-otiate  an 
agreement  for  John  Dean's  testimony  and  they  had  received  certain 
information  from  him  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations  which  they  had 
agreed  not  to  utilize  unless  some  type  of  agreement  was  reached.  They 
had  received  also  testimony  from  Jeb  Stuart  Magruder  whicli  seemed 
to  corroboi-ate  the  skeletal  facts  Mr.  Dean  had  given  them  and  that  on 
the  basis  of  all  of  these  facts  they  concluded  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr. 
Mardian.  Mr.  LaRue.  Mr.  Magruder,  Mi'.  Ehrlichman.  Mr.  Haldeman. 
Mr.  Dean,  were  putative  defendants. 

Mr.  D.vsiT.  '\'\nien  you  had  that  information,  did  you  call  Mr. 
Kleindienst  or  did  Mr.  Kleindienst  call  you  ? 

Mr.  Petersex.  That  was  the  night  of  the  '\ATiite  House  correspond- 
ents' dinner  and  I  had  great  difficulty  in  gettin<;  in  touch  with  Mr. 
Kleindienst  and  we  finally  left  word  for  the  White  House  to  get  in 
touch  with  his  car,  radio  car.  and  he  called  me  I  guess  around  12:30 
a.m.,  after  the  diiiner.  We  then  made  arrangements  to  meet  at  his  home. 

Mr.  Titus  and  Mr.  Silbert  and  I  arrived  at  his  home  around  1 :30  or 

2  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  we  proceeded  between  then  and  5  a.m.  to 
give  him  a  recitation  of  what  we  thought  was  in  the  offing  and  who 
was  involved. 

Mr.  Dash.  I  take  it  these  are  the  same  facts  that  you  had  been 
briefed  on  by  the  prosecutors. 

Mr.  Petersen.  That  is  right,  and,  of  course,  it  was  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  all  of  us  that  he  inform  the  President  immediately 
because  of  the  implications.  This  was  really  the  first  information  that 
we  had  to  tie  it  to  people  of  the  stature  of  Mi-.  Mitchell  and  ifr.  Halde- 
man and  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

Iv.  Dash.  And  did  you  set  up  a  meeting  or  did  Mr.  Kleindienst  set 
up  a  meeting  with  the  President? 

Mr.  I'KTr.iiSF.x.  Mr.  Kleindienst  agi-eed  he  would  set  up  such  a  meet- 
ing with  the  I'resident  and,  as  I  recall,  he  said  he  was  iroin<r  to — there 
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wiis  a  prayer  breakfast  over  there  and  he  would  attempt  to  set  it  up 
while  he  was  there. 

I  next  heard  from  Afr.  Kleindienst  at  approximately  -2  o'clock  Sun- 
day afternoon  and  lie  asketl  me  to  come  down  to  the  office  and  I  did  so, 
and  while  there,  he  said  he  was  froinir  to  po  and  see  the  President  a<?ain 
at  3  or  3:30  p.m.,  and  maybe  it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  I  would  come 
with  him,  and  I  said  OK. 

Mr.  Dash.  Was  it  at  that  time  that  you  and  Mr.  Kleindienst  gave  a 
complete  briefing  as  to  what  you  had  le'arned  from  the  prosecutors 

Mr.  Peterse.v.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dash  [continuing].  To  the  President  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dash.  Cai\  you  tell  the  committee  what  the  reaction  of  the 
President  was  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Well,  I  guess  the  reaction  of  the  President  was  one 
of  concern  when  I  remember  remarking  to  Mr.  Kleindienst  how  I 
admired  his  calm.  I  would  have  been  cussing  and  fuming.  He  was  con- 
cerned, and  you  have  to  understand  that  I  had  seen  the  President 
only  on  ceremonial  occasions  or  briefings  on  legislation.  He  didn't 
know  me  from  Adam. 

Mr.  Dash.  This  was  your  first  face-to- face  meeting  with  the  Pres- 
ident, then,  wasn't  it? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Yes ;  at  any  time  in  a  situation  where  he  was  relying 
solely  on  my  advice,  and  here  I  was  recommending  that  two  people 
whom  he  had  known  and  worked  with  for  years  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Dash.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Mr.  Haldeman  and  IVIr.  Ehrlichman. 

Mr.  Dash.  "What  was  his  reaction  to  that  recommendation  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  He  understood  my  concerns  and  he  appreciated  my 
candor  and  my  concern  for  the  Presidency  and  my  position  was  that  I 
can't  guarantee  you  that  we  have  a  criminal  case  at  this  point,  but  I 
can  guarantee  you  that  these  people  are  going  to  be  a  source  of  vast 
embarrassment  to  the  Presidency  and  for  that  reason  I  think  that  the 
bestihing  that  you  could  do  would  be  to  get  rid  of  them  immediately. 

The  President's  response  was  interesting.  He  said,  yes,  but  he  owed 
them  an  obligation  of  fairness,  too.  and  I  didn't  disagree  with  that. 
If  somebody  came  in  and  said  about  my  two  assistants  you  have  got 
to  fire  them  immediately,  I  would  take  time  to  look. 

Mr.  Dash.  What  office 

]Mr.  Petersen.  He  took  longer  than  T  would  have  liked.  I  guess  I 
was  a  little  impatient  but  he  did  it  and  tliat  was  the  important  thing. 

Mr.  Dash  fcontinningl.  "WHiat  office  was  this  meeting  held  in? 

Mr.  Petersen.  In  the  old  E.xecutive  Office  Building. 

Mr.  Dash.  W^ere  you  aware  at  the  time,  ilr.  Petersen,  that  these 
conversations  were  being  taped  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  No,  sir:  but  it  didn't  surprise  me.  I  would  have  an- 
ticipated— T  think  if  vou  h;id  asked  me  T  would  have  thoujrht  that  was 
a  fair  possibility  and  frankly  let  mo  sav  for  the  record  I  have  no  ob- 
jection. T  think  the  Chief  of  State  oufrht  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Dasit.  Did  vou  make  anv  leconnnondation  with  regard  to  Mr. 
De.in? 

i\rr.  PF.T>-.nsKN.  Yes.  T  did.  Tlie  President  said.  "You  know.  Halde- 
man and  Ehrlichman  denv  tins  and  T  liave  got  to  find  this  out.  Dean  in 
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effect  has  admitted  it.  Should  I  request  his  resignation?"  And  I  said, 
"My  goodness,  no.  Now,  here  is  the  first  man  who  has  come  in  to  co- 
operate with  us  and  certainly  we  don't  want  to  give  the  impression 
that  he  is  being  subjected  to  reprisal  because  of  his  cooperation.  So 
please  doni  ask  for  his  resignation  at  this  point."  And  the  President 
agreed  to  hold  off  until  I — until  he  heard  from  me  further  on  that 

iaiie.  That  carried  on  until  about  the  26th  or  27th  of  October  and  in 
a  statement  on  the  telephone  I  reached  the  conclusion  after  discussions 
with  Silbert  that  we  had  reached  an  impasse  in  our  negotiations  with 
Mr.  Dean. 

Mr.  Dash.  You  don't  mean  October.  You  mean  April. 

Jlr.  Petehsen.  Right,  Mr.  Dash.  April,  excuse  me. 

TVe  had  reached  an  impasse  in  our  discussions  with  Mr.  Dean  and 
that  I  could  no  longer  justify  the  President's  not  asking  for  his 
resignation,  and 

Mr.  Dash.  Prior  to  that  time,  do  you  recall  having  a  discussion  Avith 
the  President  concerning  immunity  that  might  be  afforded  witnesses? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dash.  Could  you  tell  us  briefly  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Well.  I  think  that  started — that  started  the  preceding 
Wednesday.  Mr.  Ehrlichman  had  called  Mr.  Kleindienst  and  Klein- 
dienst  called  me  up  there  and  said  he  just  had  a  call  from  John  Ehr- 
lichman and  Ehrlichman  wants  to  say  he  didn't  think  any  "\Yhite 
House  aides  ought  to  be  immunized  and  it  didn't  make  much  of  an 
impression  on  me  and  I  just  made  a  witticism  and  said.  ""Well,  tell 
Ehrlichman  he  can't  count  on  it."  and  I  didn't  think  an\-thing  moi-e 
about  it.  Of  couree,  when  I  learned  at  the  end  of  the  week — — 

Mr.  Dash.  And  at  this  time  Mi'.  Dean  was  in  these  conversations,  in 
cooperation  with  the  prosecutor. 

Mr.  Petersen.  Tiuat  is  right.  At  the  end  of  the  week  when  I  learned 
Dean  was  coo()erating  it  made  more  sense.  The  President  took  it  up. 
The  President — we  went  on  witli  this  for  about  2  or  3  davs.  We  had  a 
difference  in  viewpoints,  of  coui-se.  The  President's  concern — I  hope 
I  accurately  reflect  him  but  it  seemed  to  me  the  President's  concern 
was  tliat  from  a  public  relations  point  of  view,  certainly  he  wanted  to 
leave  the  impression  that  he  as  President  was  not  causing  persons  who 
were  in  the  upper  echelons  of  his  administration  to  l)e  immunized  and 
freed  from  liability.  He  wanted  to  make  certain  that  in  that  respect  no 
one  got  the  impression  that  tliey  were  getting  favored  treatment. 

Well,  you  know,  I  understood  that  to  be  a  consideration  but  I  also 
understood  that  if  it  were  in  the  interests  of  the  prosecution,  that  it 
might  be  necessary  to  immunize  some  higli  echelon  person. 

Mr.  Da.sh.  Did  vou  explain  that  to  tlie  President  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  I  did  indeed. 

Mr.  Dash.  And  did  you  get  an  undei-standing  of  who  would  make 
the  ultimate  decision  on  immunity  ? 

Mi-.  Petersen.  Yes,  I  did. 

Mr.  Dash.  .Vnd  who  would  be  given  that  ultimate  decision  ? 

Mr.  I^etf.rsen.  Me. 

Mv.  Dash.  Xow.  did  that  point  in  time 

Mr.  PETEnsEN.  \t  that  point  in  time. 
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to  come  back  to  him  if  we  disagreed,  and  so  I  think  the  criticism  is 

wholly  unwarranted.  ,     -,^      •  i     ..         \       \  nn 

Mr.  Dash.  Did  you  receive  a  call  from  the  President  on  April  -iO, 

1973? 
Uv.  Petersen.  Yes,  sir.  ,    ,      „  u     ^  j 

Mr.  Dash.  Could  you  tell  us  what  that  call  was  about  ^ 
Mr.  Peteksen.  April  30, 1973  ? 

Mr.  Dash.  Yes.  ^  ..  .,    .,  „. 

Mr.  Petersen.  He  called  up  and  said,  you  can  tfl  yo"^,^'^«  ^^J',! 
the  President  has  don&what  needed  to  be  done,  and  I  want  to  thank 
vou  for  what  you  have  done.  ,         .       •     .,  „      f  ^„^ 

To  the  extent  that  requires  some  explanation  in  the  course  ot  our 
convereations,  I  was  impressing  upon  the  President  the  situation  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned  was  degenerating,  and  it  was  vitally  affecting 
the  people's  confidence  in  the  White  House,  and  I  related  to  him  a 
conv^tion  that  I  had  with  my  wife  at  the  breakfast  table  m  which 
she  had  said,  "Do  you  think  the  President  is  involved?"  Ajid  I  related 
that  to  the  President  and  I  said,  "If  I  reach  the  point  where  I  think 
you  are  involved,  I  have  got  to  resign.  If  I  come  up  with  evidence  of 
you.  I  am  just  going  to  waltz  it  over  to  the  House  of  Representatu  es. 
but  I  said,  "What  is  important  is  that  my  wife,  who  is  no  left  wing 
kook,  is  raising  these  questions  of  me,  and  that  indicates  to  me  that 
you  have  got  a  most  serious  problem."  ,     ,       u        n„j 

And  that  affected  the  President  quite  strongly,  and  when  he  called 

me  on  April  30,  he  made  that  point.  .  

Mr  D  vsH.  This  was  the  day  that  he  announced  the  resignation  ot 
Mr.  Haldeman.  and  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  and  the  leaving  of  the  oflice  at 
his  request  of  Mr.  Dean. 

Mr.  Petersen.  That  is  right.  . 

Mr.  Dash.  I  have  no  further  questions,  Mr.  Chairman. 
Senator  Ervin.  Mr.  Thompson. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Thank  vou,  Mr.  Chairman.  . 

xMr  Petersen,  let  me  ask  vou  a  few  more  detailed  questions  about 
your  meeting  with  the  President  on  April  15.  Yon  stated  that  you  told 
him  on  that  occasion  that  although  you  possibly  didn't  have  a  cnminal 
case,  against  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman,  that  it  could  be  very  em- 
barrassing to  the  Presidency.  ,  -r..  ,-  u  » 
What  information  did  yon  have  on  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  at 
that  time?  Whafhad  Dean  told  the  prosecutors  about  Haldeman  s  and 
Ehrlichman's  involvement  in  the  Watergate  matter^  -r,.  t  u  * 
Mr.  Petersen.  Well,  we  had  not  too  much  on  Mr.  ^-hrlichman  at 
that  point.  We  had  Dean's  statement  that  Ehrlichman  had  told  Dean 
to  "deep  six"  certain  information  recovered  by  Dean  from  Jilr.  Hunt  s 
office.  If  you  don't  mind.  I  will  refer  to  my  notes  on  this. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Yes,  sir.  ■■    .,    ^   t-u  i;„i,^.,n 

Mr  Petersen.  Too.  that  Mr.  Dean  had  said  that  Ehrhchman 
throu-h  Dean  had  informed  Liddy  that  Hunt  should  leave  the  coun- 
try Hunt  corroborated  this  in  part  in  that  he  testified  that  Lidrty 
had  told  him  that  Liddv's  principals  wanted  Hunt  rut  of  the  country. 
Hunt  did  not  testifv  with  respect  to  or  identify  Ehriichman. 
That  is  tlie  basic  information,  the  only  information  we  had  on  Ehr- 
lichman at  that  point. 
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^[r.  Thompson'.  Had  he  said  anythincr  at  that  point  about  furnish- 
ing money  to  the  defendants  or  the  defendants'  families  or  abouc 
Elirlichman's  approval  of  money  being  raised  and  distributed  to  the 
families? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Yes.  I  think  that  that  was  mentioned — well,  that 
Ehrlichman  had  said,  well,  tell  them  we  will  do  what  we  can,  you 
know.  It  was  not  specific  with  respect  to  aziy  amount  of  money. 

Jlr.  Thompsox.  Was  Kalmbach  mentioned  in  this  regard? 

Mr.  Petersen'.  Kalmbach  was  mentioned  but  not  with  any  definitive 
nature  of  the  allegations  against  him.  only  that 

Mr.  Thompson'.  The  major  emphasis  was  on  the  "deep  six"  comment  ? 

Mr.  Petersen-.  So  far  as  Ehrlichman  was  concerned.  So  far  as 
Haldeman  was  concerned.  Dean  had  allegedly  told  Haldeman  that 
there  was  a  series  of  meetings,  three  in  number,  with  John  ilitchell 
which  took  place  in  Mitchell's  office. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Beg  your  pardon?  I  am  sorry.  "UTiat  did  you  say? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Dean  had  told  Haldeman,  according  to  Dean,  that 
there  was  a  series  of  meetings,  three  in  number,  in  Mitchell's  office  in 
which  Liddy.  Magruder,  Dean,  and  Mitchell  were  present,  and  at  each 
of  these  meetings  the  Liddy  operation  was  discussed,  the  purpose  being 
to  obtain  information  about  Democrat  Presidential  contenders. 

On  two  occasions.  Mitchell  refused  to  authorize  the  budget  pro- 
posals, the  first  being  for  $1  million  and  the  second  $500,000.  On  the 
•  third  occasion,  Mitchell  approved  a  reduced  budget  of  $300,000.  The 
operation  was  described  as  Operation  Gemstone.  Magruder  had  said 
that  the  budget  information  was  given  to  Strachan.  Magruder  also  said 
that  the  information  given  to  Strachan  was  for  delivery  to  Haldeman. 
But  Magruder  was  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  Strachan  actually 
received  it — actually  delivered  the  information  or  that  Haldeman 
actually  received  it. 

Dean  stated  that  after  the  second  meeting  with  Mitchell,  Liddy 
and  Magruder  returned  to  the  White  House,  relayed  the  information 
to  Haldeman,  and  the  nature  of  the  proposal  was  discussed  and  stated 
that  we  ought  not  to  have  any  part  of  them.  Dean  stated  Haldeman 
agreed.  But  I  pointed  out  to  the  President  that  apparently  no  one 
took  the  laboring  oar  to  try  and  stop  them,  and  I  thought  that  that 
was  certainly  the  responsibility  of  someone  like  Haldeman. 

Magruder  further  stated  that  he  caused  to  be  delivered  to  Strachan 
for  transmittal  to  Haldeman  a  summary  of  the  intercepted  conversa- 
tions. Again  I  told  the  President,  Magruder  was  not  in  a  position  to 
say  that  Strachan  actually  delivered  that  information.  Strachan  at 
that  point  was  being  interrogated,  and  there  was  some  indication  that 
he  might  be  willing  to  cooperate,  and  I  told  the  President  those  negoti- 
ations were  underway  and  we  thought  that  they  would  ultimately  bear 
fruit  and  that  that  would  in  etfoct  give  us  two  or  possibly  three  wit- 
nesses against  Haldeman  and  that  was  a  very  dire  situation,  and  while 
I  couldn't  say  we  had  a  criminal  case  at  the  time,  certainly  one  was 
in  the  offing. 

Mr.  Thompson.  When  did  you  make  tliose  notes  ? 

Mr.  Petersen.  Sir? 

^^r.  Thompson.  When 
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Mr.  PETERSEN'.  The  President  asked  me  to  reduce  to  vvritin-  what  I 
said  to  him  about  those  two,  Haldeman  and  Lhrhchman,  and  I  did 
that  and  "-a ve  it  to  him  on  April  IB. 

Mr.  Thompson-.  And  that  is  the  same  thing  that  you  have  before  you 

ripfht  now? 

Wv  Pttersen"  Ygs  sir. 

Mr'.  Thompson.  Would  there  be  an  objection  to  making  that  a  part 

of  our  record? 
Mr  Petersen.  No,  sir.  .  c 

Mr!  Thompson.  If  we  could  at  a  subsequent  time  make  a  copy  ot 

that,  unless  you  have  an  extra  copy.  ,, 

Mr   PETiisEN.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  an  extra  copy,  Mr. 

Thompson,  but  I  will  be  happy  to  give  this  to  you  and  you  give  me  a 

copv  back.  That  will  satisfy  me.  ..,.,,■        „? 

Mr  Thompson-.  Would  that  be  agreeable  with  the  chairmaiY 
Senator  Ek.in.  All  right.  Let  the  record  show  |l}^.[^«t^^ '^|^"^.\'^j3 

by  Mr.  Petersen  will  be  appropriately  marked  as  exhibits  and  admitted 

into  the  record  as  such.  ,-, -^.x-     ii-*i 

FThe  document  referred  to  was  marked  exhibit  ^o.i4(.  j 

Mr.  Thompson.  All  right.  Mr.  Petersen.  So  essentiallv^o  ^  into  a 
little  bit  more  detail-you  have  touched  on  t^is-one  m  te  House 
member,  Mr.  Dean,  was  telling  some  very  si^ificant  ^-^^^  d>^^  ^^^J,"f 
aftout  two  other  White  House  membei^,  Mr.  H'^^.A^'"?^"  f^^^ J^.y,^' 
lichman.  What  was  the  President's  reaction  to  this  situation?  Did  he 
exprei  a  particular  belief  or  disbelief  in  any  version  or  any  individual 
or  how  did  he  evaluate  the  posture  of  those  ?  ,  •    ,     .  „„,,.  ^>,„T,t 

Mr.  Petersen.  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  he  was  kind  of  upset  about 
Dean.  He  said  that  when  he  first  learned  about  this  that  there  were 
more  problems  in  store  for  him  than  he  had  anticipated  on  il<xrch  21 
and  he  had  asked  John  Dean  to  reduce  these  to  writing  "f  ^"^  him 
up  to  Camp  David  to  do  so  and  apparently  Dean  was  unable  to  reduce 
them  to  writing  and  the  President  commented,  I  suppose  because  of  hi^ 
involvement,  and  he  was  concerned  that  perhaps  Dean  was  trving  to 
Uchten  the  load  on  himself  by  impeaching  Haldeman  and  Ehrhchman 
and  t!ie  question  in  the  forefront  of  his  mind  was  the  ^^  ',^1  >'  «*  \^^ 
Dean  information.  That  was  the  importance  of  ilagruder  Mnforma- 
tion  and  the  possibility  of  Strachan  coming  through  as  a  corroborating 

'''^Mr^THOMPSON.  Did  he  say  precisely  what  Dean  had  told  him  on 

March  21? 

Mr.  Petersen.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not. 

Indeed,  he  said  that  he  told  Dean  to  go  up  and  write  a  report  and 
he  never  got  such  a  report  and  Dean  was  unable  to  ^vnte  it. 

^Ir.  Thompson.  How  did  you  phrase  it  a  moment  ago?  ^Tliat  did  ho 
say  about  the -list?  ,  ,  •  „». 

'Mr  Petersen.  He  had  fii^t  learned  that— the  words  are  muie.  not 
the  President's.  Ho  fii^t  learned  that  thore^  were  moi-e  sigmhcant 
problems  than  ho  luulantiriitatod  on  Mairli  21.  j  ,  „,.„„j 

:^rr.  Thompson.  Did  he  indicate  that  on  March  21  he  had  learned 
what  vou  weio  tolling: him  ?  ,       ,.  ,  ^  ^u^^ 

Mr"  Pftersen.  Xo.  sir:  he  did  not.  Wliat  ho  d-d  susirest  was  that 
after  Dean  had  failed  to  provide  him  this  roi>ort.  ho  had  told  Ehrlich- 
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man  to  condtict  an  investigation.  T  never  asked  him  for  the  product 
of  Ehrlichman"s  investigation,  nor  do  I  know  what  it  consisted  of. 

Mr.  TiroMi^soN.  Did  you  ever  discuss  with  the  President  the  possi- 
bility of  his  talking  to  Liddy  or  Liddy's  lawyer? 

Mr.  Petersen.  No,  sir.  During  the  course — I  did  suggest  to  the 
President  that  he  ought  to  hear  John  Dean  himself,  that  he  ought  to 
hear  from  John  Dean  what  John  Dean  was  telling  the  prosecutors  to 
aid  the  President  in  making  up  his  mind  with  respect  to  his  future 
cmirse  of  conduct  toward  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman. 

TVt  my  home  later  that  Sunday  evening,  on  April  15,  Charlie  Shaffer, 
Mr.  Dean's  lawyer,  called  and  present  were  Mr.  Silbert  and  Mr.  Glan- 
zer.  stated  that" he — Dean  had  had  a  call  from  Mr.  Ehrlichman  who 
wanted  to  meet  with  Dean  and  lequested  our  advice.  We  told  him  not 
to  meet  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman  but  that  it  would  be  perfectly  agree- 
able to  meet  with  the  President.  Thereafter  he  called  back  and  said 
that  Mr.  Dean  had  sent  a  message  back  to  the  "White  House  suggesting 
that  he  would  be  happy  to  meet  with  the  President,  and  what  have 
you.  The  President  called  me  that  evening  and  said  he  had  received 
that  message  and  should  he  meet  with  him  and  I  said  by  all  means.  He 
called  again  to  say  that  the  meeting  had  been  set  up.  He  called  then 
again  around  9 :36  or  9 :45 — I  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Dean  was  still 
there — and  said  that  he  had  received  information  that  Liddy  was wait- 
ing for  some  sort  of  signal  from  the  "White  House,  and  the  President, 
as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  be  cooperative  or  testify  and  the  Presi- 
dent charged  me  with  conveying  that  information  to  Jlr.  Liddy  J  got 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Tom  Kennelly,  who  is  local  counsel  for  Mr.  Liddy. 
passed  that  message  "on  to  him.  I  was  thereafter  called  aroiuid  mid- 
night by  Mr.  Maroulis,  who  is  principal  counsel  for  Mr.  Liddy  and 
imparted  the  same  information,  namely,  that  if  Mr.  Liddy  was  not 
cooperating  out  of  any  sense  of  misguided  loyalty  or  loyalty  tr>  the 
administration,  or  what  have  you,  that  he  was  misguided  and  the  Pres- 
ident wanted  him  to  cooperate.  Mr.  Maroulis  thanked  me  for  the 
information  and  that  was  it.  AVe  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Liddy. 

Mr.  THOMPSo>f.  Did  the  President  ever  tell  you  anything  else  that 
was  discussed  in  his  conversation  with  Dean  on  April  15? 

Mr.  Petersen.  No  :  I  did  not  want  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Thompson.  "Why? 

Mr.  Petersen.  The  reason  I  did  not  want  to  hear  it  was  because  we 
were  in  negotiation  with  Mr.  Dean  and  that  negotiation  was  predi- 
cated upon  certain  promises,  that  he  would  make  certain  disclosures 
to  us  in  order  for  us  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  immunity  should 
be  accorded  him  upon  our  representation  that  we  would  not  use  that 
information  directly  or  indirectly  against  him  if  no  deal  was  struck. 
So  I  did  not  want  to  receive  information  that  came  from  Mr.  Dean 
from  any  other  source  in  order  to  keep  that  situation,  very  difficult 
situation,  as  clean  as  it  could  possibly  be.  The  President  offered  to 
let  me  hear  the  tape  and  I  did  not  want  to  hear  iti 

Mr.  Thompson.  Up  until  April  30,  when  Dean  was  discharged,  had 
Dean  told  the  prosecutors  anything  that  would  in  any  way  implicate 
the  President  in  obstruction  of  justice  oi-  anything  along  those  linos? 
Did  he  mention  a  Septeml)er  lo  conversation,  for  example,  or  that  he 
liad  previously  told  the  President  of  these  matters  and  the  President 
had  failed  to  act? 
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been  duly  sv/om,  was   examined  and  testified  as    follov/s: 

DIP£CT   EXAI'iItJATIOM 
BY   MRS.    VOLIJER: 
0,  Please  state  your  nane   and  occupation. 

fl.  r?Y  name  is   Henry  Petersen.      I   am  Assistant  Attorney 

General  of  the  Criminal  Division,    of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Justice. 

(J  How  long  have  you  been  the  Assistant  Attorney 

General?     , 

R.  Approxiinately   two  years. 

Qi  And  you  have  been  vith   the   Department  of  Justice   for 

hew   long? 

ft.  ApproxiTnatcly   26   years. 

Q.  Rave  you  last  April  had  occasion  to  talk   to  the 

President  concerning  statements  being  made  by  John  Dean? 

A.  Yes,    I   did. 

Ql  And  will  you   relate   very  briefly  vrhat  your  conver- 

sation with   the  President  was   on  April   15,   of   1973? 

ft.  On  April   15,    1973,    it  was   the   concensus   that  the 

President  should  be   advised   that  certain  netters  had  developed 
in  the   investigation  of   the   case,   uhich   reflected  on  his 
imirvcdiate   a.^sociates ,    and  Mr.   Kleindionst  and  I   undertook   to 
advise  him  of   that  infornation  on   Sunday   afternoon,   Anril   15th. 

2\jid, since    the   substance   of   t!ie    rccorricndations    that  ve    could 
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have  made  were  at  the  very  least  a  severe  reflection  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Nixon's  associates,  and  that  information  stemmed 
in  part  from  information  made  available  to  the  prosecutors, 
specifically  Mr.  Glanzer  and  Mr.  Silbert,  by  Mr.  Dean,  I 
suggested  to  the  President  that  it  would  be  most  appropriate  if 
he  talked  with  John  Dean  to  learn  directly  from  John  Dean  what 
John  Dean  was  telling  the  prosecutors  so  that  rather  than  having 
it  second  or  third-hand,  the  President  would  get  it  directly, 
and  he  would  be  better  informed  so  as  to  determine  what,  if  any, 
action  he  should  take  concerning  persons  who  occupied  the 
position  of  responsibility  at  the  White  House. 

Q   Do  you  recall  where  that  meeting  was  between  Mr. 
Kleindienst,  yourself,  and  the  President? 

A   Mr.  Kleindienst  and  the  President  and  I  met  at  the 
Executive  Office  Building,  approximately  3:30  in  the  afternoon 
on  Sunday,  April  15th. 

Q   Was  there  any  general  discussion  of  the  immunity? 
A   The  question  was  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  John 
Dean  was  giving  information  with  respect  to  other  persons  at  the 
White  House  in  order  to  relieve  himself  of  liability,  and  the 
President  was  informed  that  the  basis  on  which  the  information 
was  given  was  to  enable  the  prosecution  to  make  a  determination 
as  to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Dean  should  be  accorded  immunity. 

Q   Did  you,  at  that  time,  explain  to  the  President  the 
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conditions   or  circumstances   under  which  Mr.   Dean's   talking   to 

the  Prosecutors? 

fl.  Yes,    I   told  the  President  that  the   inforroation   that 

v/as  being  ciado  available   to  U3    fron  his   la^/yer  and  to  sorre 
degree   from  Mr.   Dean  directly  was   received  by   the  prosecution 
with   the  representation   that  it  would  not  be   used  directly  or 
indirectly  in  the  investigation;    and  it  would  be  used  only   to 
enable  U3  to  make   a  determination   as   to  whether  or  not  a  grant 
of  iCTiunity  to  Mr.   Dean  would  be  in  the  public  interest. 

Nw:,    there  was   one  qualification   of   that,    and   at  approxi- 
/    mately  rddnight  on  the  preceding  day,    the   14th,    since   it  was    the 
recoitnvendation  of  the  prosecutors'    staff   and  the  unaninous   conclu- 
sion of   all  who   at  that  point  were  discussing   the  matter,    that 
tlie  President  should  be'  inforroed,   we   felt  it  necessary  to  convey 
that  information  to  Mr.    Dean  and  his   counsel,    ''j:.    Charles  >i. 
Shaffer,  who   represented  I'.r.    Dean,   was    advised   at  approxir.ate ly 
tliat  tiir^   of  night  and  agreed  that  it  was,   would  not  be   a  breach 
of   the   agreeiT;ent,    and   that  it  was  perfectly   acceptable   ta  t- en 
that  the  President  be   inforracd. 

Q,  And  did  the  President,    after  your   afternoon  nesting  on 

the   15th,    infont!  you  that  he  v/as   going   to  rv=et  with   .'Lr.    D-san? 

K  I   had   suggested  that   the   Prasi-'lent  n-.oet  with    "-^r.    Dean, 

and   after  wo    left  the  President's   office,    I  wont  to  ny  hor.e  v-ere 
I   net  with   Mr.    Shaffer   —   excuse  no   —  IT.    '^lanzer  and  i'.r.    Sill^ert 
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I  was  up  at  8 :80  a.m.  As  a  result  of  tliat  meetiug  we  agreed  that  I  had 
to  see  tlie  President.  I  p>it  a  call  in  to  the  White  House  at  8:30  a.m., 
the  President  letuiued  my  call  at  9  :;50  a.m.  I  told  him  it  was  absolutely 
imperative  that  I  see  him  right  away.  He  said  that  I  have  the  Sunday 
service  at  the  White  House  at  11  a.m.  I  told  him  that  ratlier  than  go 
to  church  witli  my  wife  and  children  I  would  go  up  there  and  attend 
that  service  at  11  o'clock  and  be  available  to  see  him  after  that  was 
over. 

I  think  the  reception  lasted  until  approximately  1  o'clock  and  around 
1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  met  with  the  President  in  his  office  in  the 
Executive  Office  Building. 

Mr.  DoRSEX.  Now,  am  I  correct  that  at  least  part  of  the  meeting 
was  devoted  to  briefing  the  President  and  that  one  of  the  decisions 
made  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15  by  you  would  be  that  you  would 
in  effect  withdraw  from  the  supervision  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
Watergate  case? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  The  whole  meeting  was  devoted  solely  to  talking 
about  the  information  that  I  had  obtained  that  night  and  the  conse-  . 
uences  that  inevitably  must  flow  from  it. 

Mr.  DoRSEN.  Now,  I  would  like  to  show  to  you  a  document  wliich 
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you  provided  the  committee  dated  April  15,  1973.  The  first  page  is 
typewritten.  The  page  under  it  is  handwritten.  I  ask  if  you  can 
identify  that  for  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes.  I  know  what  you  have  in  your  hand,  Mr. 
Dorsen.  I  furnished  it  to  the  committee.  The  document  underneath,  in 
my  handwriting,  is  a  document  that  I  wrote  out  in  my  office  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Petersen  after  he  and  I  had  met  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  which  I  set  forth  the  reasons  why  I  had  to  recuse 
myself  from  any  further  contact  or  involvement  in  the  Watergate 
case  and  in  which  I  designated  him  to  substitute  for  me  as  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  in  anything  further  concerning  the 
Watergate  case. 

I  further  requested  that  he  communicate  this  decision  of  mine  to — 
in  the  contents  of  this  memorandum  to  U.S.  Attorney  Titus,  Silbert, 
and  to  Acting  Director  Gray  of  the  FBI.  I  signed  it  and  I  had  Mr. 
Petersen  sign  it  indicating  the  time  that  he  received  it.  It  was  impor- 
tant for  me  to  establish  the  time  when  I  no  longer  had  any  connection 
with  the  Watergate  thing. 

I  then  Xeroxed  a  copy  of  my  handwritten  statement  and  gave  it  to 
liim  and  I  kept  the  original.  And  this  is  it — the  top  document  that  you 
handed  me  is  a  typed  document  of  my  handwritten  document. 

Mi:  DoRSEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  request  that  the  document  identified 
and  summarized  by  Mr.  Kleindienst  be  admitted  into  evidence. 

Senator  Ervin.  It  will  be  received  and  appropriately  marked  as  an 
exhibit  and  admitted  in  evidence  as  such. 

[The  document  i-eferred  to  was  marked  exhibit  No.  1-15.*] 

Mr.  DoRSEN.  TiTiat  does  the  word  "recuse"  mean  in  this  context? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  It  is  a  technical  word  used  by  lawyei-s  and  par- 
ticularly those  in  Government  service  which  signifies  that  for  one 
reason  or  another,  usually  ethical  loasons.  that  you  withdrew  from  any 
further  participation  in  a  particular  matter. 

•See  p.  ."ISGO. 
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Senator  Gurney.  The  problem,  1  guess,  was  that  there  was  a  coverup 

and  people  weren't  advancing  information.        ,     .       o       .      r- ^.. 

INIr  KLEINDIENST.  I  liave  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  Senator  Gurney. 
Senator  Gurney.  I  think  that  is  what  we  found  here  in  these  many 

weeks. 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir.  .  ,     ,     n      -j     t 
Senator  Gurnet.  One  question  on  that  meeting  with  the  President. 


T  am  not  sure  that  it  was  covered 

Mr.  KLEiNDiENST.Wliat  meeting  IS  that? 

Senator  Gurney.  This  is  the  April  15,  Sunday  meeting. 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Yes,  sir.  ■„  i.v„ 

Senator  Gurney.  Did  the  President  ever-did  he  tell  you  in  the 
meeting  what  he  had  been  advised  previously  by  John  Dean? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  recollection. 

Senator  Gurney.  That  was  not  discussed? 

Jkir  Kleindienst.  No.  I  was  more  interested  m  tellmg  hm  what  i 
knew' and  then  dealing  with  the  consequences  of  that  k-nowledge  on 
mv  part,  mv  own  deep  feelings  and  what  to  do  next.  The  decision  to- 
my  recommendation  to-have  Henry  Petersen  act  in  my  pl ace  and 
stead— cretting  Henry— Henry  was  working  on  his  boat  and  came 
into  his  fii-st  meeting  with  the  President  with  tennis  shoes  and  a  dirty 
T-shirt,  very  embarrassed— going  back  to  my  Department-executing 
a  document  by  which  I  recused  myself,  and  tJhen  going  home. 
—Senator  Gurney.  Your  logs  show  a  number  "^  P'{«"\^^"^,„\'^f 
meetings  during  this  period  of  time  from  the  June  1^  b^^^'^,"^  ""^^^^ 
well,  through  almost  your  resignation,  phone  calls  with  Colson,  tor 

example.  Did  those  cover  Watergate  at  all  ?  xv.ta.cr^ff^  with 

Mr  Kleindienst.  I  never  recall  ever  talking  about  Watergate  AUth 

^^Senatr  Gurney.  There  are  also  a  """^ber  of  telephone  com-ei^a- 
tions  with  Mr.  LaRue.  Did  you  ever  discuss  Watergate  with  him? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Never.  ,    „,,  t>-j 

Senator  Gurney.  And  also  one  or  two  with  Haldeman.  Did  you 
discuss  Watergate  with  him? 

Mr.  Kleindienst.  Never.  Tr,.r,crh 

Senator  Gxtjnev.  There  were  a  few  phone  calls  with  Mr.  Kiogh. 
Wliat  werethevthesiibiectof?  ^,.     .•      -u    at,. 

Mr  Kleindienst.  I  think  that  was  brought  to  mv  attention  b^  Mr. 
Haire  of  vour  committee  yesterdav,  M.at  T  had  some  co^^-^^^/.^""^ 
with  Mr.  Krogh  on  Mondav  the  dav  before  the  seneral  elechon.  I  think 
vou  will  also  see  on  that  dav  there  must  ha ^T  been  fif^;'. '^^  ^alls  and 
i  had  meetings  with  Mr.  Colburn  who  was  Director  of  the  X'>_-Y«r- 
shal  Ser\-ice7ind  Chief  Wilson  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Police. 
Those  conversations  had  to  be  with  respect  to  problems  involving 
demonstrators  in  anticipation  of  the  election  returns  the  next  day. 

Senator  Gl-rxey.  They  had .  ^„„,.^; 

Mr  Kifivdtevst.  Mr.  Kro.Th,  one  of  his  assiPTiments  was  to  cooicti- 
nate  or.  behalf  of  the  T^Hiite  House.  District  of  ('"bimbia  and  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  in  this  situation  :  nothing  with  respect  ^o fins  situation. 
Dr.  Ellsl^erg.  or  anvthing  else.  T  never  heard  of  the  so-called  Plumbers 
until  it  became  publicly  rexealed. 
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Exhibit  No.  147 

April  16.  1973 
John  Ehrllchman 

We  have  no  other  information  as  of  this  tijne  except 
the  folloi/^inq  item3j 

1.  That  Ehrlichman  in  the  period  liranediately  following 
the  breakin  told  John  Dean  to  "deep  six"  certain  information 
recovered  by  rean  from  Hunt's  office. 

2.  That  FSirlichman  through  Dean  informed  Liddy  that 
Hunt  should  leave  the  country.   Hunt  corroborates  this  in  that 
he  testified  before  the  crand  jury  that  Liddy  tolfl  him  that 
his.  Liddy's.  principals,  wanted  Hunt  out  of  the  country 

Runt  states  that  as  he  was  preparing  to  leave,  he  was  called 
a-Taln  by  Liddy  and  informed  by  Liddy  that  Liddy's  principals 
had  countctmanded  the  order.   Hunt  further  states  that  not- 
withstanding he  then  departed  for  California, 

With  respect  to  Item  One  you  will  recall  that  I  told  you 
that  noan  had  on  one  orca-sion  indicated  to  me  that  he  had  given 
certain  non-Watenate  information  recovered  from  Hunt's  office 
to  Pat  Gray  personally.   Sometime  during  the  middle  of  March. 
1  had  occasion  to  consider  this  matter  and  I  asked  Pat  Cray 
Gray  told  me  on  that  occasion  that  he  had  received  no  information 
from  John  rean  other  than  that  which  was  given  to  the  agents. 

tc'^'^.V^   ^  ^'^^*^"  raised  the  matter  with  Pat  Gray  and  told  him 
snecif really  what  Dean  had  stated  to  the  prosecutors  who  are 
debriefing  him.   Gray  emphatically  denied  that  he  had  ever  received 
ajiy  information  from  Hunt's  office  from  John  Dean.   Gray  states 
that  all  the  information  and  records  recovered  from  Hunt's  office 
were  received  by  agents  of  the  FBI  in  the  normal  course  of 
business. 

Bob  Halderaan 

With  respect  to  Bob  Haldoman's  alleged  involvement  in 
the  VJatenate  Pean  states  that  in  December  of  71  or  early  parts 
of  January  1972  there  were  a  series  of  meetings,  three  in 
number,  with  John  Mitchell  which  took  place  in  Mitchell's  office 
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Present  ware  Llddy,  Magruder.  Dean  and  Mitchell.   At  each  of 
these  meetims  the  Llddy  operation  was  discussed.   The  purpose 
beim  to  obtain  Information  about  nemocratlc   presidential 
contenders.   On  the  first  two  occasions  Mitchell  refu-;ed  to 
authorize  the  budaet  proposals.   The  first  boln',  $1,000  ono 
and  the  second  $500,000.   On  the  third  occasion  Mitchell 
approved  the  reduced  budget  of  $300,000.   The  operation  was 
described  as  "gettistone."   Magruder  says  the  budget  information 
was  given  to  Strachan.   Magruder  also  says  that  Information 
given  to  Strachan  was  for  delivery  to  Haldeman.   Magruder  13  not 
in  a  position  to  say  that  Strachan  actually  delivered  the 
Information. 

Dean  states  that  after  the  second  meeting  with  Mitchell. 
Llddy  and  Magruder,  he  returned  to  the  White  House  and  relayed 
to  Bob  Haldeman  the  nature  of  the  proposals  being  discussed 
and  stated  that  we  ought  not  to  have  any  part  of  them.   Dean 
states  Haldeman  agreed  but  apparently  no  one  Issued  any 
Instructions  that  this  surveillance  program  was  to  be  dis- 
continued. 

Magruder  further  states  that  ha  caused  to  be  delivered 
to  Strachan  for  transmittal  to  Haldeman  a  summary  of  the 
intercepted  conversation.'  Again  Magruder  is  not  In  a  position 
to  say  that  Strachan  actually  delivered  the  information  to 
Haldeman.   Magruder  does  say  that  the  nature  of  the  information 
was  such  that  It  was  clear  that  it  emanated  from  intercepted 
telephone  conversations. 

Strachan 

Strachan  appeared  at  the  U.  S.  Attorney's  office  was 
informed  of  his  rights  and  arfxiasit  was  guestloned  by  the 
prosecutors  con?:lernlng,  1  the  Haldeman  allegation,   respite 
considerable  fencing  Strachan  refused  to  discuss  the  matter 
and  he  was  excused  by  the  prosecutors  with  Instructions  to 
obtain  legal  counsel  and  return  this  afternoon. 
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From  April  1  to  7,  I  was  in  San  Clemente  with  the  President 
Despit^Mn  Dean's  statement  that  during  that  permd  he,  "'^der  advice 
of  cSuns^i  endeavored  to  avoid  any  contact  with  Haldeman,  Ehihch- 
m^  or  MitcheU-we  talked  on  the  phone  daily.  The  main  pioblem  he 
kerned  to  have  during  that  period  was  the  continuing  one  vuth 
Mirchell  regarding  the  discrepancy  on  the  number  of  meetings. 

It  is  mv  understanding  that  Dean  hired  a  lawyer  Mr  Shaffer,  about 
March  To  He  had  indicated  eariier  that  he  might  do  this  so  he-and 
ihrou^h  him!the  President-could  consult  an  attorney  familiar  with 
cSnal  law  on  the  implications  of  some  of  the  concerns  Jean  was 
deSp  ng  He  told  me  that  his  lawyer  had  toM  him  he  should  not 
write  anything  down  about  the  Watergate  case  and,  if  he  had  written 
rnvthin.^  down,  he  should  not  show  it  to  anyone  and  he  shouW  not  talk 
?o  Mi  chell  or  Magmder.  He  did  not  mention  to  me  that  his  lawyer 
had  told  him  not  to  talk  to  me  or  Ehrlichman  and  he  did,  in  fact,  con- 
tinue to  talk— to  me,  at  least.  •fUfV,<.TT«;   oHnmevs 
He  told  me  his  lawyers  had  met  privately  with  the  U.S.  attorneys 
on  Aprn  4.  He  told  me  again  on  April  7  that  his  lawyers  had  met  with 
?he  I?  S  attorneys  on  April  6.  This  despite  the  fact  that  in  his  testi- 
mony he  has  sail  that  hfs  lawyers  were  meeting  with  the  prosecutors 
but  this  was  unknown  to  Haldeman  or  Ehrlichman.  , 
He  further  said  that  the  U.S.  attorneys  had  told  his  lay vei-^and 
he  believed  that  this  was  the  straight  information  because  th's  was  an 
eyeball^to-eyeball  meeting-that  the  U.S.  attorneys  were  onl>  inter- 
ested in  the  pre-June  17  facts.  They  had  no  concern  with  post-June  17 
They  only  wanted  Dean  as  a  witness.  They  did  not  consider  him  a 
target  of  their  investigation.  They  did  not  consider  Haldeman  as  a 
tarlet  and  probably  would  not  even  call  him  as  a  witne^.  Liddy  had 
of  them  everything  but  his  lawyers  didn't  know  it ;  and  Liddy  com- 
pletely cleared  the  White  House;  that  is.  m  telling  them  everything, 
Eiddy  had  confirmed  that  nobody  in  the  White  House  had  had  any 

'"  We'^rSurned  to  Washington  on  April  8.  During  that  week  Ehrlich- 
man continued  his  investigation-and  on  Saturday  the  14th  reported 
his  conclusions  to  the  President  in  the  form  of  a  verbal  statement  of 
his  theory  of  the  case  based  on  all  of  the  information  he  had  acquired- 
still  of  necessity,  mostly  by  hearsay.  J  T  ^o^«11  o 
There  were  several  meetings  with  Dean  that  weelc  and  I  recall  a 
continuing  concern  on  Dean's  part  regarding  the  discrepancy  with 
Mitchell  and  the  planning  meetings.  I  don't  recall  any  major  changes 
in  Dean's  view  of  the  facts  from  what  he  had  reported  on  the  phone 

Bv  the  end  of  the  week  both  Dean  and  Ehrlichman  had  come  to  the 
view  that  Mitchell  had  approved  the  Watergate  pjan  and  there  was 
some  discussion  that,  if  that  were  the  fact,  and  it  ;Mi  chell  decided 
to  step  forward  and  say  so,  it  would  Iw  a  major  step  m  clearing  up  the 
Water-rate  mystery.  This  was  not  discussed  in  any  context  of  asking 
Mitchell  to  do  this  as  a  scrq.cgoat  or  to  divert  attention  from  otliei-s— 

rbut  as  a  major  stop  in  bringing  out  the  truth. 
"^Over  the  weekend,  both  Magruder  and  Dean  met  with  the_  U.b. 
attorneys  in  private  sessions  and  gave  their  full  accounts  of  the  ^^  ater- 
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gate.  These  meetings  were  reported  to  the  President  on  Sunday  the 
loth  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst  and  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Petersen.  Their  report  was  not  very  surprising  to  the  President,  since 
it  confirmed,  with  minor  variations,  the  theory  that  Ehrlichmaji  had 
iven  him  on  Saturday. 

"Because  the  Dean  and  Magruder  testimony  seriously  implicated 
John  Mitchell,  Kleindienst  removed  himself  from  responsibility  on 
"Watergate  and  the  President  put  Petersen  in  full  charge. 

By  the  end  of  April,  it  had  become  apparent  to  me  that,  because 
of  the  increasing  intensity  of  charges  and  rumors  in  which  my  name 
was  raised  and  the  need  for  me  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  and 
this  committee,  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  me  to  perform  my  White 
House  duties  effectively.  After  some  discussions  regarding  leave  of 
absence  versus  resignation,  I  concluded  I  should  resign  and  the  Presi- 
dent agreed.  I  resigned  on  April  30. 

I  said  then  that  I  was  confident  that  when  the  full  truth  was  known 
it  would  be  clear  I  had  had  no  knowledge  of  or  involvement  in  Water- 
gate or  any  "coverup"  and  I  had  not  failed  to  meet  the  very  high 
standards  of  integritj  which  President  Nixon  had  properly  expected  of 
everyone  on  his  White  House  staff  and  which  I  have  always  held  for 
myself. 

'I  have  that  confidence  in  full  measure  today  and  I  welcome  the  op- 
portunity to  help  in  the  process  of  making  the  truth  known. 

Senator  Ervtn.  I  think  it  is  appropriate  not  to  take  up  the  exam- 
ination of  the  witness  until  in  the  morning.  I  do  want  to  make  some- 
observations  concerning  th&  matter  which  Fred  Thompson  men- 
tioned. 

Unfortunately  we  did  have  on  several  occasions  while  Mr.  Ehrlich- 
man  was  testifying  some  demonstrations  from  some  members  of  the 
audience.  I  deplored  those  demonstrations  and  may  have  been  at  f  ault^ 
in  not  squelching  them  more  vigorously. 

I  want  to  announce  now  that  no  such  demonstrations  will  be  per- 
mitted in  the  future  and  if  any  person  who  engages  in  one  can  be 
identified,  the  officers  should  eject  him  from  the  committee  hearing 
room  because  I  certainly  agree  with  Fred  Thompson  who  has  ren- 
dered very  valuable  services  to  this  committee  thatit  would  be  highly 
desirable  if  we  could  do  exactly  the  same  here  as  is  done  in  a  court- 
room and  conduct  an  investigation  in  an  atmosphere  of  judicial 
calm. 

I  am  going  to  say,  however,  that  the  questions  put  to  Mr.  Ehrlich- 
man  were  rather  robust  and  the  answers  given  by  Mr,  Ehrlichman  in 
response  to  those  questions  sometimes  were  rather  robust,  too.  I  quote 
the  King  James  version  of  the  Bible  and  I  think  that  the  proverb 
says  that  "Merry  hearts  doeth  good  like  a  medicine,"  and  sometimes 
I  think  a  man  personally  has  a  constitutional  right  to  laugh  even  in 
a  solemn  hearing  room.  But  I  am  going  to  suggest  that  possibly 
Mr.  Ehrlichman  invited  some  of  the  demonstrations  by  certain  testi- 
mony. 

For  example,  when  I  asked  him  if  he  didn't  bug  the  conversations 
of  Kalmbach  and  Kleindienst,  I  believe,  he  said,  no,  he  didn't  bug 
them.  He  didn't  bug  the  conversations,  he  merely  recorded  them. 
And  I  think  that  that  might  have  invited  a  little  demonstration  of 
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A    No,  not  early  in  the  investigation,  Mr.  Ben-Venitl-o. 
Late  in  the  investigation,  post-conviction.   Pat  Gray.  inforn^.cd 
me  that  thoy  had  a  lead  which  carae  from  a  CIA  Agent,  a  contrr.ct 
Agent  or  informant,  I'm  not  sure,  but  in  any  event,  a  person  : 

i 

in  a  very  sensitive  spot,  that  information  that  iTiOney  v.-ao     | 

i 
being  funneled  to  the  defendants  through  a  kick-back  arrange- 

mont  and  that  inoney  originated  with  the  Committee  to  Re-eloct 

the  President  —  in  other  words,  it  would  be  given  to  them  and 

they  would  take  it  and  convert  it  and  contribute  it  to  the 


I 


Cuban  committee  for  the  defense  of  the  Florida  five,  or  sorae-  i 
thing  like  that. 

He  said  the  CIA  was  very  concerned  about  the  sensi- 
tivity of  its  source  and  "Iv'hat  should  we  do?".   I  v;rotG  on 
the  memorandum  which  he  took  back  with  him,  "Investigate 
this  and  check  it  out." 

I  assume  he  did.   I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Ruckelshaus 
after  Mr. Gray's  resignation-. 

Q    Are  you  aware  of  what  the  results  of  that  investigs' 
tion  vjere? 

A    No,  I  was  not,  but  about  the  time  the  investigation 
transferred,  I  would  not  necessarily  be  aware. 

Q    When  did  you  leEirn  that  the  President  had  ordered 


Mr.  Ehrlichman  to  conduct  an  investigation  of  the  covor-up? 
A  April  15th  or  April  16th.  The  President  told  me. 
Q    Did  Mr.  Nixon  tell  you  any  substantive  matter  that 
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had  resulted   from  t-lr.   Ehrliclunan's   investigation?  | 

i 
A  Ko.  j 

Q    Specifically,  did  the  President  inform  you  that  Mr.  ! 

Ehrlichman  had  investigated  tiie  payments,  or  the  allegations  I 

concerning  payment  of  money,  30-called  hush  money,  to  the     I 

defendants?  | 

1 
A    Only  in  the  context  of  John  Dean's  stataT-.ont  to  hii?.  1 

which  he  alluded  to  in  his  press  conference  last  nicriit.   The  i 

President  told  me  that  repeatedly.   It  somehow  seemed  to      ' 

bother  him  that  Dean  had  come  to  him  and  said  this,  and  tliat 

the  President  construed  this  as  blackmail  and  he  told  Dean, 

"There's  no  problem  raising  a  million  dollars,  but  tliat 's 

blackmail  and  you  can't  do  that." 

It  was  in  that  context.   I  just  assuraad  that  he  hail 

gotten  that  from  Ehrlichman  as  v/ell  as  from  Dean. 

Q    Did  Mr.  Nixon  indicate  to  you  when  he  had  first 
heard  about  this? 

A    First  heard  about  what? 

Q    The  questionof  pa>TnentG . 

A    Prom  John  Dean,  sometime  at  or  about  March  21st,  or 
thereafter. 

Q   ^  Did  Mr.  Nixon  indicate  whether  this  was  a  proposal, 
or  whether  he  had  information  that  payments  had  been  made? 

A    I  don't  think  it's  fair  to  say  that  it  v/as  a  pro- 
posal.  It  was  an  item  of  information  that  John  Dean  didn't 
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know  how  to  liandle,  and  he  was  rjotting  rattled  at  tr.at  j-oirit, 
as  the  President  related  it,  and  insisted  on  seeing  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  President  listened  to  this  and  gave  him  the 
response  1  indicated.  i 

Q    Hell,  let  me  try  to  explain  what  I'n  interested  in. 
As  we  know  now,  this  is  not  a  question  concerning  an  initial 
payment  to  the  defendants  or  their  families.  i 

A    That's  right.  i 

Q    My  question  is  really  v.hcther  the  President  had  beer. 
advised  at  that  time  that  payments  had  already  been  meide,  but 
that  now  the  demands  were  escalated.  •  j 

A  That  was  implicit  in  the  conversation  l>ocaur.e  one, 
for  example,  I  commented  that  they  were  idiots,  and  '^hy  they 
did  it,  I'll  never  be  able  to  figure  out.   They  could  have 

advertised  in  the  Wew  York  Times,  "We're  collecting  rioney  to 

i 
defend  the  Watergate  Seven",  and  he  said  yes.   I  said  that    ' 

I 
that  would  have  been  perfectly  legal,  and  he  agreed.  I 

i 

He  was  aware  from  some  nource  --  of  course  v:e  had  \ 

i 
indicated  to  him,  I  guess,  in  the  course  of  our  conversation 

on  the  15th  or  thereabouts,  that  wa  thought  that's  what  had 

occurred.   So  it  is  unclear  v;here  he  got  it  from. 

Q  Is  it  clear  whether  it  was  you  who  initiated  this 
subject,  or  the  President? 

A    The  President  told  me  at  the  point  of  telling  me 
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Uiat  business  about  Dean  coning  to  hiro.      Dut   in  relation   to 

his   disappointment   in   Dean,    and    Deaji's   having  ktpt  him   poct.cd 

j 
on   this,    and   this  cane  at  or  about  the  March   2l5t   thiig.  i 

I  gathered   from  the  President's  convorration  —   I 

i 

hate  to  talk  exbout  the  President  v;hen  you're   talking  aV-out  ; 

j 

your  ovm  impressions  of  v.'hat  ha  said  or  did.   But  I  gathered 

this  was  the  precipitating  thing  that  brought  John  Dcr.n  into  j 
him.  I 

His  orders  to  John  Dean  were  to  go  up  to  Ccay   Drivid  \ 

I 
ajid  v/rite  this  whole  thing  out.   He  said,  "Toll  me  v.-hat  it's 

all  about",  and  this  was  his  discomfort,  about  being  informed 

of  this,  and  not  knowing  it  beforehand. 

I  gathered  it  v;as  this  fact,  this  demand,  this 

million  dollars,  or  whatever  it  v/as  that  was  requested,  that 

triggered  Dean's  concern. 

Q    Did  there  come  a  time  v/hen  you  discussed  V/ith  the 

President  the  subject  of  immunity  for  l-lr.  Dean? 

A    Yes.   Those'  discussions  began  on  April  15i;h.   The   ■ 

I 

President  really  didn't  have  emy  clear  understanding  of  immun- 

I 
I 

ity,  so  we  had  to  tell  him  basically  v/hat  the  law  was  and  hov;  j 

the  statute  was  written  and  in •  whom  the  authority  v;as  vested,  ■ 
eind  hia  concern  was ,  one  —  I  suppose  it  was  a  concern  for    I 
iraage.   Ue  didn't  want  it  to  appear  that  high  echelon  official: 
in  the  White  House  were  being  immunized.   He  was  afraid  that  i 
would  look  like  a  cover-up,  particularly  if  it  was  done  by    | 
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otiier  relatively  )iigh  Administration  officials,  and  I  inuicattC 
that  I  sliared  that  concern/  I  certainly  had  no  dosiro  to 
immunize  principals. 

That  was  a  factor  that  we  v.ould  have  to  take  into 
consideration,  but  v;e  might  very  well  have  to  inmunize  John 
Dean,  and  if  so,  then  I  reserved  the  right  to  do  it,  and  it 
was  ray  responsibility  and  there  was  no  way  he  could  relieve 

me  of  it. 

We  dipcussed  that  back  and  forth  for  i^bout  t'.-o  or 
three  days.   VJe  finally  reached  the  agreement  thatvthoso  u-erc 
factors  X  should  take  into  consideration,  but  the  judgr.icnt  v;as 
laine. 


Q    Excuse  me,  i-lr.  Petersen.   What  was  his  initial  re- 
action to  the  question  of  immunity? 

A    Well,  he  was  concerned  that  Dean  was  falsely  aocu^in'ji 
others  to  exculpate  himself.   That  was  one  concern.   The  other 
concern  was  the  public  imagery  involved. 

Q    The  others  were  Hr.  llaldeman  and  Mr.  Elirliclunan? 
A    That's  right. 

Q    And  >lr.  Hixon  voiced  his  concern  that  Mr.  Dean  might 
bo  doing  that,  and  in  that  context  indicated  that  he  did  not 
want  Dean  immunized? 

A    That's  right.   Well,  that  he  did  not  want  Dean  innmn 
ized  --  it  never  got  that  strong  because  I  put  it  to  him  rathcr 
boldly.   "There's  not  any  way",  said  I,  'that  you  can  take  this 
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,"    ■  ..'  :,..;■    cr:jilr:rr  Her  ".'r  -'6,  l')76 

Mks.  JorcTT  Shousf.,  of   Wa^hiiiglon,   DC,  husin'.«  and  civic 

l-Mu-r,  Washingion.  D.C. 
Ja.iv  T-  CoNXOR,  nf  ^turri^town,  N-J.,  president  and  chipf  cxrcu- 

li\  e  officer.  Allied  Chemical  Corp  ,  New  York,  N.V. ;  and  former 

S-'crt-tary  of  Commerce. 

F.-ro  linn  expiring  Oclober26,  1074 

MiTcnr,Li.  I.  Xaf  \RSKl,  of  Blocnficld  Hills,  Mich.,  chairman  of  the 

bi'.Trd,  president,  and  treasurer,  Aacrron,  Inc.,  Madison  Heights, 

Mich. 
Willie  L    Leftwich,  of  Washington,  DC,  attorney,  Hudson  and 

Lefrwich,  Washington,  D.C. 

The  President  also  announced  the  design  rition  of  Mr. 
Ouesada  to  serve  as  Chairman  and  Mr.  Bruckmann  to 
xt\c  as  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Pcnn5ylvania  Avenue  Development  Corporation. 

In  addition  to  the  eight  members  appointed  by  the 
President  the  Board  of  Directors  also  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing: Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Secre- 
tary of  Transportation,  .A.dministrator  of  General  Services, 
Commissioner  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  District  of  Columbia  Council.  The  eight  mem- 
bers appointed  by  the  President  will  serve  terms  of  6  years 
once  the  initial  staggered  terms  have  expired. 

The  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Development  Corporation 
was  established  by  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Development 
Act  of  1972  (Public  Law  92-578)  to  provide  for  the  prep- 
aration and  carrying  out  of  a  development  plan  for  the 
area  between  the  White  House  and  the  Capitol. 


The  Watergate  Investigation 

The  President's  Remarks  Announcing  Developments  and 
Procedures  To  Be  Followed  in  Connection  with  the 
Investigation.     April  1 7, 1973 

Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  have  two  announcements  to  make.  Because  of  their 
technical  nature,  I  shall  read  both  of  the  announcements 
to  the  members  of  the  press  corps. 

The  first  announcement  relates  to  the  appearance  of 
White  House  people  before  the  Senate  Select  Committee, 
better  known  as  the  Er\in  Committee. 

For  several  weeks,  Senator  Ervin  and  Sen.itor  Baker 
and  their  counsel  have  been  in  contact  with  AVhite  House 
representatives  John  Ehrlichman  and  Leonard  Garment. 
They  have  been  talking  about  ground  rules  which  \vould 
preserve  the  separation  of  powers  without  suppressing  the 
facts. 

f  believe  now  an  agreement  has  been  reached  which 
is  .-ritibfaclorv  to  Ix)ih  sides.  The  committee  ground  rules 


.IS  a'.iop'cd,  totally  priscn e  ih-:;  doctrine  'J  .'•rp-tradon  of 
powers.  They  provide  that  the  appearance  by  a  witness 
may,  in  the  first  instance,  be  in  executive  session,  if 
appropriate. 

Second,  executive  privilege  is  c.xprcs-ly  reserved  and 
may  be  asserted  during  the  course  of  the  questioning  as 
to  any  question. 

Now,  much  has  been  made  of  the  issue  as  to  '.vhether 
the  proceedings  could  be  televised.  To  m.c,  this  has  never 
been  a  central  issue,  especially  if  the  separation  of  powers 
problem  is  otherwise  solved,  as  I  no^v  think  it  is. 

All  m.embers  of  the  ^V■hite  House  Staff  will  appear  vol- 
untarily when  requested  by  the  committee.  They  will  tes- 
tifv  under  oath,  and  they  will  ans\ver  fully  all  proper 
questions. 

I  should  point  out  that  this  arrangement  is  one  that 
covers  this  hearing  only  in  which  wTongdoing  has  been 
charged.  This  kind  of  arrangement,  of  course,  would  not 
apply  to  other  hearings.  Each  of  them  will  be  considered 
on  its  merits. 

My  second  announcement  concerns  the  Watergate  case 
directly. 

On  March  2 1 ,  as  a  result  of  serious  charges  which  came 
to  my  attention,  some  of  which  were  publicly  reported, 
I  began  intensive  new  inquiries  into  this  whote  matter. 

Last  Sunday  afternoon,  the  Attorney  General,  Assistant 
.Attorney  General  Peterson,  and  I  met  at  length  in  the 
£OB  to  review  the  facts  which  had  come  to  me  in  my 
investigation  and  also  to  revie\v  the  progress  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  investigation. 

"^Tcan  leport  today  that  there  have  been  major  de\elop- 
ments  in  the  case  concerning  which  it  would  be  improper 
to  be  more  specific  now,  except  to  say  that  real  progress 
has  been  made  in  finding  the  truth. 

If  any  person  in  the  executive  branch  or  in  the  Govern- 
ment is  indicted  by  the  grand  jur>',  my  policy  w  ill  be  to  im- 
mediately suspend  him.  If  he  is  convicted,  he  will,  of 
course,  be  automatically  discharged. 

I  ha\e  expressed  to  the  appropriate  authorities  my  view 
that  no  individual  holding,  in  the  past  or  at  present,  a 
position  of  major  importance  in  the  Administration  should 
be  given  immunity  from  prosecution. 

The  judicial  process  is  moving  ahead  as  it  should,  and 
I  shall  aid  it  in  all  appropriate  wa)-s  and  have  so  infoimed 
the  appropriate  authorities. 

As  I  have  said  before  and  I  have  said  throughout  this 
entire  matter,  all  Government  employees  and  especially 
White  House  Staff  employees  are  expected  fuliy  to  co- 
operate in  this  matter.  I  condem.n  any  attempts  to  cover 
up  in  this  case,  no  matter  who  is  invoh  ed. 

Thank  you. 

r.OTi::   The  Pre.id^r.t  spoi.'  at  4:42  pm    in  the  Ka?Siip  Room  at 
the  White  House. 
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5A.     On  April  15,  1973  the  Watergate  prosecutors  Interviewed  John 
Dean.  The  prosecutors  were  Informed  that  Gordon  Llddy  and  E.  Howard 
Hunt  had  participated  In  the  break-In  at  the  office  of  Daniel  Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist.   Dean  stated  that  not  all  the  material  from  Hunt's  safe 
had  been  turned  over  to  FBI  agents  after  the  Watergate  break-In,  but 
that  certain  materials  from  the  safe  were  personally  handed  by  Dean  to 
Gray. 
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3624 

Mr.  Dash.  Around  December  22,  1972,  in  connection  with  hearings 
on  Mr.  Bittmiin's  motion,  I  understand,  concerning  certain  items  that 
were  taken  out  of  >[r.  Hunt's  safe,  did  Mr.  Dean  tell  you  that  lie  had 
"■iven  certain  items  from  Mr.  Hunt's  Hies  to  Mr.  (}ray  '. 
"^  Mr.  Petersex.  Yes,  we  had  an  all  afternoon  session  which  started 
around  2  or  2:30  p.m.  in  which  we  were  interviewing  Mr.  Dean,  Mr. 
Fielding— Fred  Fielding  of  the  Wliite  House  staff,  and  Bnice  Iveliili 
with  respect  to  their  search  of  Mr.  Hunt's  office  immediately  after  it 
was  ascertained  that  he  had  some  part  in  the  break-in. 

Mr.  Bittman  in  his  motion  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hunt  had  alleged  that 
there  were  two  notebooks  present  among  ilr.  Hunt's  possessions  that 
were  not  accounted  for  in  the  FBI  inventory  and  we  were  trying  to 
determine  where  they  were,  if  they  existed,  did  the  FBI  agents  have 
them,  did  Dean,  Fielding,  Kehrli  come  across  them,  did  they  retain 
them  or  what  have  you,  and  we  spent  all  afternoon  interrogating  those 
three  people  anticipating  they  would  be  called  as  defense  witnesses 
on  the  motion  to  suppress.  At  approximately  6  :30  that  evening  my 
recollection  is  we  were  interrupted  with  news  on  the  DeCarlo  com- 
mutation. .      ,  , 

Mr.  Dean  pulled  me  aside  and  said  the  statement  in  there  were  true, 
he  had  given  everything  to  the  FBI.  but  some  documents  he  had  given 
to  j\Ir.  Gray  pei-sonally  and  I  said,  '-Well,  John,  I  just  want  to  know 
one  thino-,  are  thev  related  to  AVatergate."  and  he  said,  "They  are  abso- 
lutely unrelated."  I  said.  "Well,  if  vou  are  asked  that  question.vou 
are  '^oing  to  have  to  tell  the  truth."  I  remember  his  answer  very  vividly. 
"He'nry,  I  will  tell  the  truth.  I  am  not  going  to  lie  for  that  damn 
Ehrlichman.  I  may  lie  for  the  President  but  I  am  not  going  to  lie  for 
him."  I  said,  "More  than  that.  John,  I  am  willing  to  take,  your  word 
that  they  are  not  related  to  Watergate,  but  defense  counsel  is  not  going 
to  be.  Now  if  vou  are  asked  that  ouesfion.  those  dncuments  are  goin.<^ 
to  have  to  be  produced  and  you  had  better  talk  to  Pat  Gray  about  it" 
and  he  said  he  would.  We  broke  up  on  that  note  and  we  were  going  to 
get  back  to  it,  supposedly.  .     . 

"  I  was  off  on  a  Christmas  holiday.  When  we  came  back,  negotiations 
were  undertaken  with  respect  to  the  plea  of  suilty  by  Hunt  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  prosecutors  T  approved  the  acceptance  of  a  plea 
to  three  counts,  the  conspiracy  count,  burglary  count,  and  eavesdrop- 
ping count,  which  as  I  recall  would  have  subiected  them  to  about  2.5 
years,  and  the  court  went  us  on-  better  and  insisted  they  plead  to 
everythinjr,  which  they  did.  With  the  acceptance  of  the  plea  the  motion 
to  suppress  was  not  pressed  and,  of  course,  T  guess  I  just  no  longer 
had  in  the  forefront  of  mv  mind  those  documents  or  that  fjuestion 
with  respect  to  those  notebooks. 

~^Mr.  D.\sii.  Did  there  come  a  time  when  you  followed  up  and  asked 
Mr.  Grav  wliether  or  not  he  did  receive  certain  documents  out  of 
ifr.  Hunt's  safe  from  Mr.  Dean? 

r^Ir.  Pf.tf.t^sk.n-.  DuriniT  the  course  of  Mr.  Gray's  confirmation  hearing 
he  had  occasion  to  call  me  about  some  point  and  in  the  coui-P(>  of  that 
conversation  I  hnd  asked  him  \ery  casually  if  he  had  ever  received 
documents  fiom  John  Dean  frcMii  Hunt's  .safe  or  office  which  were  not 
■T-iyon  to  the  aironts  and  ho  said.  no.  The  next  occasion  came  on  or 
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Tibouf  April  1">  when  John  Dean  \vasbeinr;del)riefedby  t lie  prosecutors 
and  he  related  this  to  him  and  Sill)ert  asked  ine  about  it  niid  I  said 
yes,  and  told  liim  I  had  asked  Pat  Gray  and  Pat  Gray  said  no,  and  I 
went  back  to  Pat  Ciray  cither  on  April  16  or  17  and  asked  him  aj^aiu. 
told  him  what  John  Dean  liad  said,  and  he  said  Henry,  that  is  not  so. 
About  this  time  I  was  having  some  discussion  with  the  President  about 
it.  I  had  imparted  this  information  to  him  and  he  siiid  well,  I  think 
Dean  is  tollinfr  the  truth  on  this,  you  ou^ht  to  ask  Ehrlichman.  When 
I  left  there  I  went  over  to  Ehrlichmau's  office  and  he  was  not  there 
and  I  frankly  did  not  bother  going  back  to  him.  We  double-checked 
with  Dean's  counsel  and  they  were  sure  of  it  and  I  went  back  to  ilr. 
(Jray  the  following  week,  around  the  25tli,  26th,  and  asked  him  again 
and  this  time  he  said  A-es,  that  he  had  received  such  documents,  that 
they  had  implied  that  he  ought  to  destroy  them,  that  he  had  taken 
them  home  over  the  weekend  and  brought  them  back  and  tore  tiiem  up 
and  tlirew  them  in  the  burn  basket.  I  said 

Mr.  D.vsii.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  had  destroyed  them,  whether  he 
was  acting  under  instructions? 

Mr.  Pr.TF.nsEN.  ^^''ell.  I  asked  him  if  he  lead  them  and  ho  said  no.  and 
he  said,  well,  they  just  said  thev  were  politically  sensitive. 

Mr.  Dash.  Did  you  say  he  did  not  know  the  contents  of  the  papers? 

Mr.  Peitjjsex.  I  asked  him  if  he  read  them  and  he  said  he  did  not. 

^Ir.  Dash.  Where  did  vou  sav  that  Mr.  (rrav  went  before  he  burned 
them? 

Mi-.  Petehsex.  He  went  to  Connecticut.  He  was  in  travel  status,  as  I 
recall  his  statement  to  me,  and  after  he  received  the  docimients  he  was 
going  up  over  the  weekend  or  to  make  a  speech  and  took  the  documents 
with  him  and  told  me  he  brought  them  back  to  tlie  office  and  tore  them 
up  and  pointed  down  to  the  basket  beneath  his  desk  and  said  I  jnit 
them  in  there. 

Mr.  Dash.  Without  reading  them? 

Mr.  Petersen'.  That  is  right. 

ilr.  Dash.  On  the  26th,  which  was  quite  some  time  beyond  the 
period  we  have  been  talking  about.  Mr.  Gray  has  testified  that  on  that 
day.  apparently  that  is  the  day  he  did  admit  to  you  that  he  destroyed 
the  documents,  you  said  to  him  that  you  were  scared  and  that  vou  and 
he,  Mr.  Gray,  were  expendable  and  Mr.  Haldeman  and  Mr.  Ehrlich- 
man were  not  expendable. 

Did  vou  say  anything  like  that  to  him  and,  if  so,  why  ? 

i[r.  Petersen'.  I  am  not  suie  you  ha\e  tlie  time  right.  Mr.  Dash.  As 
I  recall  it,  that  was  the  night  before  Mr.  Giay  resigned.  It  was  the  dav 
on  which  this  item  that  we  are  discussing  was  Dublicized  and  1 
received  a  call  from  the  President,  as  did  Mr.  Kleindienst  in  the 
evening,  and  the  President  asked  me  whether  or  not  I  thought  ^fr. 
Gray  ought  to  lesign  and  I  told  him  that  T  thought  Mr.  Grav"s  posi- 
tion was  untenable.  And  he  said  we  will  di.^cuss  it  with  the  Attonu\v 
General.  He,  too,  had  talked  to  the  Attoiney  Genenil  and.  of  course. 
I  did  discuss  it  with  tiie  .\ttorney  General  and  i)ursuant  to  the  I-'resi- 
dent's  instructions  we  asked  Pat  Grav  to  meet  us  and  we  did  meet  in 
the  back  oflice  of  Mr.  Klelndienst's  oflice  and  we  dist-ussed  the  situation 
and  in  my  i'on\ei'sations  with  the  President  T  expressed  some  sym- 
|)athy  foi-  ^fr.  (iray.  wlio  T  think  most  highlv  of.  I  Iiave  no  hesitancy: 
I  liked  till'  man  wiv  nuich.  And  I  told  the  Piesideut,  ""Mr.  President, 
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T!oncjrr,ble  Tlenry  K,   Petcrs£:n 
Dr-oerlijnent  of  Justice 


Esri  J.   Silfcert 
PriJiC'ipal  Assistant 

United  States  Attorney 

De-Jiiei'  El.lsberw  Pros^icution 


V  p^.rs.  April  IG,    1973 


This   is  to  infora  you  that  ca  Sunday*  April  .T5> 
1975 r   I  rsceivad  inforrr^ticn  that  at  a  date  uriSpecixiea, 
Gordon  Liddy  ana  I]o;?ard  Runt  byrvTiarised  the  ofiiicee  of 
a  psychiatrist  of  Dciniel  Eiisberg  to  obtain  the  psychia.-^ 
trist's  files  relating  to  Ellsbexg.      The  source  ex  tcie 
iBformation  diS  not  knew  vfhsttiar  the  files  haci  Rriy 
loatorial    i-.-sxcx-nHtion  or  vhether  any  of  the  inioi-Tiation: 
or  even  the  i:s.ct  of  the  burglsiiv   iict^S  Leer«   corrraun.icat£5 
to  cjiycne  asscciated  v?ith  thfc  prosecution. 
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that  IMitcliell  had  met  briefly  with  Ehrlichmun  but  not  with  the  Presi- 
dent. Elirlichman  said  that  .Mitohell  was  not  talking  whioh  certainly 
did  not  surprise  mc.  And  I  certainly  was  not  surpriseil  that  he  woiikl 
not  talk  with  Elirlichnian  either.  I  then  pulled  the  list  I  had  i)iepared 
out  of  my  pocket  and  told  tliem  tliat  I  had  discussed  everyone's  i)rol)- 
lem  with  my  lawyers  and  my  lawyers  liad  had  conversations  with  the 
prosecutors  as  well  and  I  thouirht  that  the  following  persons  wo\dd  be 
indicted.  I  then  read  them  the  list.  I  told  them  that  my  attorney  had 
learned  from  his  discussions  with  the  prosecutors  that  not  only  -was 
Dean  the  target  of  the  grand  ]ury  but  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman 
were  also  very  much  targets  of  the  grand  jury.  Ehrlichman  said  that 
he  had  just  talked  with  Kleindienst  a  few  days  earlier  about  the  grand 
jury  and  that  he  had  no  such  report  from  Kleindienst.  I  said  that  my 
lawyer  appears  to  know  more  than  the  Attorney  General  does  because 
I  believe  he  is  probably  more  informed  in  that  he  had  had  direct  con- 
versations with  the  prosecutors.  I  did  not  tell  them  at  that  point  that 
I  had  had  private  meetings  with  the  prosecutors  or  that  I  had  told 
the  prosecutors  of  the  extent  of  involvement  of  Haldeman  and  Ehr- 
lichman. When  this  meeting  ended  I  was  quite  confident  that  I  had 
gotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that  they 
had  a  serious  problem  themselves  and  I  had  put  them  on  final  notice 
that  I  was  not  playing  the  coverup  game  any  longer. 

It  was  late  that  night  that  I  realized  that  indeed,  my  message  had 
gotten  through.  About  1  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morn- 
ing, I  received  a  call  from  Mr.  Shaffer.  He  said  that  the  prosecutors 
had  called  him  and  that  they  were  going  to  have  to  breach  the  agree- 
ment they  had  made  regarding  keeping  all  of  my  conversations  with~ 
them  private.  The  prosecutors  had  reported  to  Mr.  Shaffer  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  called  ^fr.  Petersen  and  them  and  wanted  a  full 
report  on  everything  that  was  going  on  before  the  grand  jury  and 
where  the  grand  jury  was  headed.  The  meeting  -with  the  Attorney 
General  Tvas  to  occur  about  2  a.m.,  at  the  Attorney  Generals  home. 
The  prosecutors  also  reported  that  the  reason  thev  felt  they  had  to 
breach  the  agreement  was  because  the  Attorney  General  was  being 
summoned  to  the  President's  office  the  ne.xt  morning  to  discuss  the 
entire  matter.  I  told  IMr.  Shaffer  that  I  had  hoped  to  tell  the  Presi- 
dent personally  that  I  had  gone  to  the  prosecutors  several  weeks  ago 
but  that  I  had  understood  why  this  was  occurring  and  obviously  there 
was  nothing  we  could  do  about  it.  I  told  Shaffer  that  we  certainly 
have  gotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that 

^v  liave  problems  and  that  tlie  co'-ernp  mav  begin  to  unravel  at  last. 

On  Sundav,  April  1.5,  I  went  to  'Slv.  Shaffer's  office  for  an  all-day 
meeting.  I  learned  during  the  day  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  tr\-ing 
to  reach  me  during  the  better  part  of  the  dav  but  I  decided  not  to 
return  his  cnll.  "When  T  returned  home  nhout  7:"0,  the  White  House 
operator  called  me  again  and  said  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  trying  to 
reach  me.  T  then  returned  his  call:  He  told  me  that  he  was  aointr  back 
to  the  office  to  do  some  work  that  nifrht  and  would  ho  in  ahnut  P  p.m. 
;ind  would  like  to  meet  with  me  very  much.  T  told  him  I  would  meet 
with  him. 

was  quite  aware  of  the  reason  that  Ehi-lichm.-in  wanted  lo  meer 
with  me  because  I  Tvas  sure  that  he  hnd  le;irned  from  tiie  President 
what  was  going  on  as  a  result  of  the  President's  meetin?  with  Klein- 
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A    Yes,  I  had  several.   A  couple,  three  —  something 
like  that. 

Q    During  the  course  of  one  or  nore  of  them,  did  the 
President  tell  you  that  Gray  claimed  to  have  destroyed  certalji 
material  coming  fron  Howard  Hunt's  safe? 

A    I  don' t  recall  that  in  a  telephone  conversation  of 
April  15th.   It  may  have  been.   There  came  a  time  whan  in  my 
discussions  with  the  President  1  eluded  to  that  fact,  you 
know,  that  I  had  a  problem  with  Gray  and  I  told  him  that  I 
had  inquired  of  Gray  once,  casually,  to  be  sure  and  that  Gray 
had  denied  it. 

And  my  recollection  is,  "^'Jell,  you  better  ask  him 
again,"  or,  "You  better  ask  Ehrlichir.an  about  that."  So  my 
recollection  is  then  I  went  to  Gray  and  asked  him  and,  again, 
he  denied  it,  and  then  I  told  the  President,  but  that  was  in 
the  President's  office  and  he  said,  "You  ought  to  go  see 
Ehrlichman  about  that." 

Well,  I  didn' t  want  especially  to  talk  to  Ehrlich- 
man.  1  thought  I'd  better  ask  him  about  this.  And  I  went 
over  to  his  office  and  when  I  went  to  his  office  they  said 
he  was  with  the  President,  whom  I'd  just  left.   So  I  never 
did  go  back. 

But  I  don't  recall  it  in  a  telephone  conversation. 
It  may  have  been. 

Q    l3  it  something  that  you  first  related  to  the 
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President  or  did  he  first  relate  it  to  you,  that  there  was 
some  possibility  that  Gray  had  destroyed  soraething? 

A    I  can't  answer  that.   I  vjould  gusss  that  I  related 
it  to  him,  but  — 

Q    You  knew  it  much  earlier  than  April?  From  Dean, 
I  take  it?  I'm  sorry? 

A  No.   No. 

Q    You  knew  in  December  — 

A    1  knew  in  December  that  Dean  --  that  Ehrlichman 
and  Dean  had  given  Gray  something.   I  didn't  know  that  that 
was,  in  any  way,  related  to  the  case.   Indeed,  I  was  assured 
by  John  Dean  that  it  wasn't. 

And,  secondly,  I  had  told  Bean  on  that  occasion 
that  he  better  discuss  it  with  Gray,  and  I  might  be  willing 
to  take  his  word  for  it.   It  was  going  to  come  up  his  sup- 
pression hearing  and  then  it  would  have  to  be  iroduced.   But 
I  never  did  discuss  xvith  Fat  Gray  until  during  the  course  of 
Pat  Gray's  confirmation  hearings,  and  then  I  discussed  with 
Gray,  on  the  telephone  —  asked  Gray  the  question  on  the 
telephone  and  he  said,  "No." 

It  did  not  cone  uy.   again  until  Dean  was  being  de- 
briefed and  I  may  very  well  have  told  the  President  about  it. 
I'm  certain  I  did  and  there  was  discussion  about  it.   And 
that  discussion  went  on  right  up  until  the  evening  before 
Gray's  resignation.   But  I  don't  recall  in  the  telephone 
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55.     On  April  15,  1973  at  approximately  7:30  p.m.,  Ehrlichman  requested 
a  meeting  with  Dean.  Dean's  attorney  discussed  this  request  with  Petersen 
who  advised  against  such  a  meeting.   Dean  arranged  to  have  the  President 
told  that  Dean  was  acting  out  of  loyalty  to  the  President  and  that  Dean 
felt  the  meeting  requested  by  Ehrlichman  was  inappropriate  at  this  time. 
The  President  telephoned  Petersen  and  spoke  with  him  from  8:1A  to  8:18  p.m. 
and  from  8:25  to  8:26  p.m.   Petersen  told  the  President  about  Ehrlichman' s 
request  to  meet  with  Dean.   The  President  asked  if  Petersen  would  have  any 
objection  to  the  President's  meeting  with  Dean.  Petersen  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion.  The  President  arranged  to  meet  with  Dean  that  evening. 

In  response  to  the  Committee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording 
and  other  evidence  of  the  President's  telephone  conversations  with 
Petersen,  the  President  has  produced  edited  transcripts  of  the  recordings. 
A  summary  of  these  transcripts  has  been  prepared. 
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tliat  ^litcliell  had  met  briefly  with  Ehrlicliman  but  not  with  the  Presi- 
dent. Ehrlichman  baid  that  Mitchell  was  not  ralkinir  which  coitaiuly 
did  not  surpiise  me.  And  I  certainly  was  not  5urpri=ed  that  he  would 
not  talk  with  Ehrliohman  eitlier.  I  then  pulled  the  li.st  I  had  prepared 
out  of  my  pocket  and  told  them  that  I  had  discussed  everyone's  prob- 
lem with  my  lawyers  and  my  lawyers  had  had  conversations  with  the 
prosecutors  as  well  and  I  thought  that  the  foUowinir  persons  \vould  be 
indicted.  I  then  read  them  the  list.  I  told  them  that  my  attorney  had 
learned  from  his  discussions  with  the  prosecutors  that  not  only  ^fvas 
Dean  the  target  of  the  grand  jury  but  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman 
were  also  very  much  targets  of  the  grand  jury.  Ehrlichman  said  that 
■he  had  just  talked  with  Kleindienst  a  few  days  earlier  about  the  grand 
jury  and  that  he  had  no  such  report  from  Kleindienst.  I  said  that  my 
lawyer  appears  to  know  more  than  the  Attorney  General  does  because 
I  believe  he  is  probably  more  informed  in  that  he  had  had  direct  con- 
versations with  the  prosecutors.  I  did  not  tell  them  at  that  point  that 
I  had  had  private  meetings  with  the  prosecutors  or  that  I  had  told 
the  prosecutors  of  the  extent  of  involvement  of  Haldeman  and  Ehr- 
lichman. When  this  meeting  ended  I  was  quite  confident  that  I  had 
gotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that  they 
had  a  serious  problem  themselves  and  I  had  put  them  on  final  notice 
that  I  was  not  playing  the  coverup  game  any  longer. 

It  was  late  that  night  that  I  realized  that  indeed,  mv  message  had 
gotten  through.  About  1  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  or  Sundaj'  morn- 
ing, I  received  a  call  from  Mr.  Shaffer.  He  said  that  the  prosecutors 
had  called  him  and  that  they  were  going  to  have  to  breach  the  agree- 
ment they  had  made  regarding  keeping  all  of  my  conversations  with 
them  private.  The  prosecutors  had  reported  to  Mr.  Shafter  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  called  Mr.  Petersen  and  them  and  w-anted  a  full 
report  on  everything  that  was  going  on  before  the  grand  jurj-  and 
■where  the  grand  jury  was  headed.  The  meeting  with  the  Attorney 
General  was  to  occur  about  2  a.m.,  at  the  Attorney  General's  home. 
The  prosecutors  also  reported  that  the  reason  thev  felt  they  had  to 
breach  the  agreement  was  because  the  Attorney  General  was  being 
summoned  to  the  President's  office  the  next  morning  to  discuss  the 
entire  matter.  I  told  Mr.  Shaffer  that  I  had  hoped  to  tell  the  Presi- 
dent personally  that  I  had  gone  to  the  prosecutors  several  weeks  ago 
■but  that  I  had  understood  why  this  was  occurring  and  obviously  there 
was  nothing  "we  could  do  about  it.  I  told  vShaffer  that  we  certainly 
liave  Efotten  the  message  through  to  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  that 
thev  ha\-e  problems  and  that  the  coverup  mav  begin  to  uTiravel  at  last, 
n  Sunday,  April  1.5,  I  went  to  JNlr.  Shaffer's  office  for  an  all-day 
meeting.  I  learned  during  the  day  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  tr\-ing 
to  reach  me  during  the  better  part  of  the  dav  but  I  decided  not  to 
return  his  cnll.  Wlien  T  returned  home  about  7:30,  the  White  House 
operator  called  me  again  and  said  that  Ehrlichman  had  been  trying  to 
reach  me.  I  then  returned  his  call.  He  told  me  that  he  was  croinnr  back 
to  the  office  to  do  some  work  that  niirht  and  would  be  in  about  S  p.m. 
and  would  like  to  meet  with  me  very  much.  T  told  him  T  would  meet 
Avith  him. 

I  was  quite  aware  of  the  reason  that  Ehrlichman  wanted  to  meet 
with  me  because  I  was  sure  that  he  had  learned  from  the  President 
what  was  goinor  on  as  a  result  of  the  President's  meeting  with  Klein- 
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dienst  and  Petersen  and  the  fact  that  I  had  been  to  the  prosecutors 
had  obviously  come  out.  As  I  have  noted  earlier,  I  had  not  at  any  time 
discussed  Presidential  involvement  with  the  prosecutors  so  tlie  dis- 
cussions that  Petersen  and  Kleindienst  had  with  the  President  obvi- 
ously focused  on  the  involvement  of  Haldeman,  Ehrlichman,  Dean, 
Mitchell,  Magruder,  Strachan,  and  others  that  I  had  discussed.  After 
I'^hrlichman's  call,  I  called  Mr.  Shafi'er  and  we  discussed  the  wisdom 
of  the  meetings.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  meet  with  Ehrlichman 
and  he  agreed.  Subsequently,  I  tried  to  reach  Ehrlichman  to  turn  the 
meeting  oti"  but  I  learned  that  he  was  already  en  route  to  the  office. 

I  called  Mr.  Shaifer  back  and  told  him  that  I  thought  I  ought  to 
meet  with  the  President  and  I  should  call  Rosemary  Woods  and  have 
her  give  a  message  to  the  President.  He  said  that  he  saw  no  problem 
with  my  talking  with  the  President  to  tell  him  why  I  had  gone  to 
the  prosecutoi-s.  I  attempted  to  reach  Rosemary  "Woods  but  she  was  out 
of  the  city.  I  then  wrote  out  a  message  for  the  President  and  phoned 
ilr.  Higby  and  requested  that  Higby  relate  the  matter  to  Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman,  and  on  to  the  President.  I  have  submitted  a  copy  to  the 
committee  of  the  message  I  sent  to  the  President  at  8:15  Sunday, 
April  15. 

[The  document  was  marked  exhibit  No.  34-^8.*] 

Mr.  De.\x.  In  short,  I  told  the  President  that  I  hoped  he  did  not  in-  - 
terpret  my  going  to  the  prosecutors  as  an  act  of  disloyalty,  that  I  did 
not  wish  to  speak  with  Ehrlichman  at  this  time,  that  I  would  meet 
with  him  if  he  wished  to  discuss  the  matter  with  me,  and  that  I 
thought  that  he  should  get  his  legal  advice  from  Henry  Petersen. 
Within  45  minutes  of  sending  this  message  I  had  a  call  from  the 
"Wliite  House  operator  informing  me  that  the  President  wished  to 
meet  with  me  at  9  o'clock. 

It  was  shortly  after  9  when  I  arrived  at  the  President's  EOB  office. 
As  I  was  driving  into  the  White  House  I  wondered  to  myself  if  the 
meeting  was  a  set-up.  By  a  set-up  I  mean,  was  the  President  going  to 
try  to  smoke  out  of  me  what  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  obviously  had 
been  trying  to  do  and  had  not  been  able  to  do,  would  not  be  able  to  got 
out  of  me  because  they  knew  very  well  that  I  would  not  play  any  games 
with  the  President.  I  decided  I  could  not  worry  about  that  and  I  had  a 
duty  to  explain  to  the  President  why  I  was  doing  what  I  had  done. 


^Ieetixg  Wfth  the  President — April  15 


The  President  was  very  cordial  when  we  met.  I  was  somewhat 
shaken  when  I  went  in  to  meet  him  because  I  knew  I  had  taken  it  upon 
myself  to  end  the  coverup  and  what  I  had  started  was  going  to  cause 
serious  problems  for  the  President.  I  shall  attempt  to  recall  the  high- 
lights of  the  conversation  that  transpired  on  the  meeting  which  oc- 
curred about  9  o'clock  on  April  15. 

I  told  the  President  that  I  had  gone  to  the  prosecutors.  And,  that  I 
did  not  believe  that  tliis  was  an  act  of  disloyalty  but,  rather  in  the  end 
it  would  be  an  act  of  loyalty.  I  told  him  I  felt  this  matter  had  to  end. 
I  informed  the  President  that  I  told  the  prosecutors  of  mv  own  in- 
volvement and  the  involvement  of  others.  At  one  point  in  the  conver- 
sation I  recall  the  President  asking  me  about  Haldeman's  knowledge 


•See  p.  1313. 
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Q  Now,    there  came  a  time,    on  the   15th  of  April,  when 

you  met  with  the  President*      Is   that  correct? 

A  That   is   correct. 

Q  And  what    led  up    to    that  meeting? 

A  Well,    there  were,    of   course,    a   series   of  events, 

starting  with  my  volunteering  myself    to   the   original  Watergat( 

I     ProsecutorB.      It   culminated  when   I    had    told  Mr.    Haldeman   and 

NOTE:      THIS  PAGE  CONTAINED  THE  ABOVE  DELETION  WHEN  IT  WAS  RECEIVED  BY  THE 
COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JVDICIARY. 
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Erhliclman  that  I  thou'^iht  that  they  v.^ere  targets  of  the  Grand  ; 

I  Jury  in  the  eyes  of  the  prosecutors,  and  they  had  asked  ne    1 

why  I  thought  that,  and  I  did  not  reveal  to  there,  at  chat     ! 

4  time,  I'd  been  to  the  prosecutors  and  been  dealing  with  the-i  \ 

5  for  several  weeks,  trying  to  e::plain  to  the  prosecutors  what 

6  had  happened. 

7  Rather,  I  told  them  that  ny  attorneys  had  told  me 

8  this  which,  in  fact,  was  true,  and  that  this  really  got  their 

9  attention  because  Kr.  Ehrlichman  told  me  that  he  had  talrced 

10  to  Kleindienst  and  he  was  unaware  of  any  such  pursuit  by  the 

11  U.  S.  Attorney's  Office  of  the  Grand  Jury. 

12  So  that  was  the  14th  we  had  that  conversation.   It 

13  might  have  been  the  15th.   Well,  anyway,  I'tr.  giving  you  the 

14  events  leading  up  to  my  arrival  on  the  15th. 

15  I  had  a  call  —  I'd  been  with  my  attorney  all  day,   i 

16  and  !■  had  a  call  from  Mr.  Ehrlichrnan,  apparently,  several     j 

I 

17  times  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  requesting  that  I  return  j 

t 

18  the  call,   and  I  didn't  do   it  until   I  arrived  home  about   7:30.    | 

i 

19  When  I  called  him,  he  told  me  that  —  and,  of  course^ 

I 

20  I  was  aware  from  the  preceding  evening,  what  had  gone  on,- that j 

1 

21  Kr.  Glanzer  had  called  my  attorney  to  tell  him  that  they  were  | 

22  going  to  have  to  report  to  ehe  Attorney  General  that  I  had     ; 

i 

23  been  to  visit  then.  j 

24  Since  I  was  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  Kr.  Fhrlich- ■ 

25  ij  man  was  probabij'  aware  of  it  by  now,  also. 
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And  when  I  got  Ehrlichman  on  the  telephone  aboat, 
oh,  quarter  of  eight,  or  so,  he  told  me  that  he  just  happened 
to  be  going  back  into  the  office  and  he  wol  d  enjoy  chatting 
with  me,  if  I  would  come  by  his  office.   I  said,  "All  right." 
I  really  said  not  much  more,  and  then  called  ray  lawyer,  Mr. 
Shaffer,  and  told  him  that  Ehrlichman  wanted  to  meet  with 
me.   I  told  Mr.  Shaffer  I  didn't  want  to  meet  with  Ehrlichman 
but  I  thought,  indeed,  I  should  meet  with  the  President  and 
tell  him  what  I  had  done.   Mr.  Shaffer  agreed- 

I  tried  to  reach  Rosemary  Woods,  thinking  that  she 
would  tske  the  message  directly  to  the  President  without 
having  to  go  through  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman.   She  was  at  a 
funeral  out  of  the  city.   So  I  was  left  with  no  alternative 
but  to  go  through  Mr.  Haldeman  and  I  called  Mr.  Higby. 

I  gave  him  a  message,  which  I  wrote  down  right  after 
I  did  it,  ana  I  think  it's  a  public  document  now. 

As  a  result  of  that  call  to  Mr.  Higby,  in  which  I 
indicated  he  should  inform  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  and,  I 
assumed,  Mr.  Haldeman  would  inform  the  President,  my  phone 
started  ringing  about  thirty  minutes  later.   A^d  it  was  the 
White  House  operator  indicating  that  the  President  wanted  to 
meet  with  me  about  9:00  o'clock. 

I  told  her  I  would  be  in  as  soon  as  I  could  get  in, 
I  end  I  don't  think  I  arrived  quite  at  9:00,  but  shortly  there- 
after,  and  that's  what  prompted  me  — 
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mail  to  conduct  an  invpstijration.  I  mn-cr  askod  him  for  the  jiiodiirt. 
of  Ehrlii-iim;in"s  invo^tijration,  nor  do  I  know  what  it  consisted  of. 

ISlv.  TiioMi'sox.  Did  you  ever  discuss  with  the  President  tlie  possi- 

it y  of  liis  talkinfr  to  Liddy  or  Liddy's  lawyer? 

^^r.  Pf.tfrsex.  No,  sir.  Durinp;  the  couree — I  did  supsest  to  the 
President  that  lie  ou<:ht  to  hear  John  Dean  himself,  that  he  oujrht  to 
hear  from  John  Dean  what  John  Dean  was  telling-  the  proscciitoi-s  to 
aid  the  President  in  making  up  his  mind  with  respect  to  his  future 
course  of  conduct  toward  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman. 

At  my  home  later  that  Sunday  evening,  on  April  15,  Charlie  Shaffer. 
Mr.  Dean's  lawyer,  called  and  present  were  Mr.  Silbei-t  and  Mr.  Glan- 
zer.  stated  that"  he — Dean  had  had  a  call  from  Mr.  Ehrlichman  who 
wanted  to  meet  with  Dean  and  requested  our  advice.  We  told  him  not 
to  meet  with  ^Ir.  Ehrlichman  but  that  it  would  be  perfectly  agree- 
able to  meet  with  the  President.  Thereafter  he  called  back  and  said 
that  ^Ir.  Dean  had  sent  a  mes.sage  back  to  the  "\Miite  House  suggesting 
that  he  would  l>e  happy  to  meet  with  the  Piesident,  and  what  have 
you.  The  President  called  me  that  evening  and  said  he  had  received 
that  message  and  should  he  meet  with  him  and  I  said  by  all  meftus.  He 
called  again  to  say  that  the  meeting  had  been  set  up.  He  called  then 
again  around  9:.36  or  9:4."> — I  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Dean  was  still 
there — and  said  that  he  had  received  information  that  Liddy  was  wait- 
ing foi'  some  sort  of  signal  from  the  ^Miite  House,  and  the  President, 
as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  be  cooperative  or  testify  and  the  Presi- 
dent charged  me  with  conveying  that  information  to  Mr.  Liddy.  I  got 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Tom  Kennelly.  who  is  local  counsel  for  Mr.  Liddy. 
passed  that  message  on  to  him.  I  was  thereafter  called  around  mid- 
night b,,-  Mr.  Maroulis,  who  is  principal  counsel  for  Mr.  Liddy  and 
imparted  the  same  information,  namely,  that  if  Mr.  Liddy  was  not 
cooperating  out  of  any  sense  of  misguided  loyalty  or  loyalty  tr-  the 
administration,  or  what  have  you,  that  he  was  misguided  and  the  Pres- 
ident wanted  him  to  cooperate.  Mr.  Maroulis  thanked  me  for  the 
information  and  that  was  it.  We  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Liddy. 

Mr.  Thompson-.  Did  the  Piesident  ever  tell  you  anything  else  that 
was  discussed  inhisconversation  with  Dean  on  April  15? 
i^JTr.  Petf.rsex.  Xo  :  I  did  not  want  to  hear  it. 
^TTr.  TitoMPSON.  Why? 

]V[r.  Petf.rskx.  The  reason  I  did  not  want  to  hear  it  was  because  we 
were  in  negotiation  with  Mr.  Dean  and  that  negotiation  was  predi- 
cated upon  certain  promises,  that  he  would  make  certain  disclosures 
to  us  in  order  for  us  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  immunity  should 
be  accoided  him  upon  our  representation  that  we  would  not  use  that 
information  directly  or  indirectly  against  him  if  no  deal  was  struck. 
So  I  did  not  want  to  receive  information  that  came  from  Mr.  Dean 
from  any  other  source  in  order  to  keep  that  situation,  very  difficult 
situation,  as  clean  as  it  could  possibly  \>e.  The  President  offered  to 
let  me  hear  the  tape  and  I  did  not  want  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  TiioMPSOx.  Up  until  April  oi).  when  Dean  was  discharged,  had 
Dean  told  tlie  pro.-^ecutors  anything  that  would  in  any  way  im|>licate 
the  President  in  obstruction  of  justice  or  anything  along  those  lines? 
Did  he  mention  a  So])teml)er  1.5  conversation,  for  example,  or  that  he 
had  previously  told  the  President  of  these  matters  and  the  President 
had  failed  to  act? 
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Senator  GunxT.v.  Did  you  know  at  any  time,  ^Ir.  Poti-rspn,  tliat  Tlal- 
(Irmaii  and  Doan  wei'P  trviiit:  to  <rot  the  CIA  to  stop  tl-.e  invc.sri;:ati()n 
of  tlic  FBI  as  far  as  the  ^loxican  money  was  concemr-d  ? 

Mr.  Petehsex.  Only  to  the  extent  of  Pat  Gray's  conversation  witli 
me  on  or  ai'ound  July  5. 

Senator  GrRNEY.  Wliat  did  he  tell  yon  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Peixhsex.  He  didn't  tell  me  he  had  been  eontacted  by  the  White 
Honse.  He  told  me  he  liad  been  in  contact  with  CIA  and  that  there  was 
some,  it  was  a  very  on-iiirded  conversation  tyjX'  of  thin^'.  well,  n.eed  to 
know  situation,  and  I  simi)lv.  well,  that  may  be.  but  don't  accept  that 
unless  you  accept  it  in  writing,  but  I  had  no  more  information  than 
that  on  that. 

Senator  GrnxEY.  You  didn't  know  anything  about  the  '\Miitc  House 
involvement? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Xo. 

Senator  Gcexey.  Just  CIA  ? 

Mr.  Peteksex".  That  is  right. 

Senator  GtrnxEY.  At  any  time  during  this  whole  sad  affair,  either 
last  year  or  this  year,  until  the  events  that  transpired  around  April  did 
anybody  try  to  pressure  you  to  stop  or  slow  down  or  soft-pedal  this 
investigation  that  you  w-ere  in  charge  of  ? 

Mr.  Petersen-.  Xo,  sir,  the  only  thing  that  could  possibly  cast  in 
that  category  would  be  the  call  from  Ehrlichman  with  respect  to  Stans' 
subpena  and,  you  know,  frankly,  that  didn't  bother  me  too  much.  As  I 
told  Kleindienst,  he  just  made  a  mistake.  But  no  one  else.  There  was 
some  pressure  to  get  the  indictment  out,  get  the  indictment,  they 
wanted  it  out  by  September  1.  We  couldn't  do  that.  I  f  ranklv  promised 
them  September  1,  we  couldn't  do  it  until  September  15.  That  didn't 
impair  the  investigation.  We  were  ready  to  go  to  trial  in  Xovember, 
but  Judge  Sirica  had  a  bad  back  and  continued  the  thing  on  his  own 
motion. 

Senator  Gurney.  Let  me  inquire  about  the  contacts  you  had  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  log  here  shows  a  great  many 
phon&calls  as  well  as  some  meetings.  Of  coui'se,  you  have  covered  some 
of  them. 
^^^^^     Mr.  Petersex'.  Some  of  them,  yes,  sir. 

(Senator  Gurxey.  What  about  those  four  phone  calls  which  the  Pres- 
ident initiated  to  you  after  your  afternoon  meeting  with  him  on 
April  5.  What  wei-e  those  about  ? 

Mr.  Petersex.  The  first  was  should  I  meet  with  John  Dean.  Yes. 
'  The,  second  was  a  meeting  has  been  set  up.  The  third  was  if  Liddv  is 

not  talking  because  of  any  sense  of  misguided  loyalty  to  me,  you  had 
better  disabuse  him  and  I  am  issuing  orders  to  vou  to  that  effect.  The 
fourth  one,  I  have  had  a  meetinfr  with  Dean,  he  has  given  me  basically 
what  he  has  told  you  and  I  think  it  has  been  helpfid. 

Senator  Gurxey.  Without  going  over  all  of  these,  because  I  know 
you  have  covered  some  of  them,  but  I  can't  identifv  what  vou  have 
and  what  you  haven't.  Genprallv.  what  was  the  President  calling  you 
about  during  this  period  of  time? 

^fr.  Petekskx.  .Status  roiiorts.  inununitv.  the  FJlsber'r  thing. 
Strachan's  tostimonv.  We  had  .'->trachan  lilco  this  and  Mairrudpr  on  one 
side  and  .'-^trachan  on  rhe  otlicr  and  we  Hnallv  decided  to  put  rhem  both 

N^F:  THE  AFTERNOON  MEETING  BETWEEN  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  HENRY  PETERSEN 
REFERRED  TO  BY  SENATOR  GURNEY  IN  THE  BRACKETED  PORTION  OF  PAGE 
3648  ACTUALLY  TOOK  PLACE  ON  APRIL  15^    1973. 
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Exhibit  Xo.  3-4—18 
Message  to  the  P 
8:15 

Sun  April  loth 

To  Higby  from  H— to  P 
also  inform  E 

(1)  I  hope  you  understand  that  my  actions  are  motivated  by  total  loyalty  to 
you  &.  the  I'residency.  If  that  is  not  clear  now,  I  believe  it  will  become  clear. 

(2)  E  has  requeste<l  to  meet  witli  me  tonite,  but  1  believe  it  is  inappropriate 
for  me  to  meet  with  him  at  this  time. 

(3)  I  am  ready  &  willing  to  meet  with  you  at  any  time  to  discuss  the  matter. 

(4)  You  should  take  your  counsel  from  Henry  Petersen  who  I  assure  you 
doesn't  want  the  Presidency  hurt. 

Note. — This    Is    printed    from    handwritten    notes   which    were   not   legible   enough   for 
photographing.  The  original  copy  is  retained  in  committee  flies. 
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APRIL  15,  1973 


On  April  15,  1973,  at  some  hour  not  stated  in  the  transcript, 
Higby  telephoned  Haldeman  and  gave  him  the  following  message  from  Dean 
for  the  President:   "(1)   I  hope  you  understand  my  actions  are  motivated 
totally  out  of  loyalty  ....  to  you  and  the  President  ....  [a]nd  if 
it's  not  clear  now  ....  it  will  become  clear."  "(2)   Ehrlichman 
requested  to  meet  tonight  ....  but  I  feel  inappropriate  at  this 
time  ....  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  meet  with  you,  meaning  the 
President,"  Higby  said,  "at  any  time  to  discuss  these  matters." 
"C3)   I  think  you,  meaning  the  President,"  Higby  said,  "should  take  your 
counsel  from  Henry  Petersen  who  I  assure  you  does  hot  want  the  Presidency 
hurt," 

Higby  said  Dean  had  called  from  his  home,  and  would  not  speak 
directly  to  Haldeman. 
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55.  6     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  MITE  HOUSE  EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  IS,    1973,    8:14-8:18.  P.M.    TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION 


SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
APRIL  15,  1973,  8:14  to  8:18  P.M. 

On  April  15,  1973,  the  President  telephoned  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Henry  Petersen.  Their  conversation  lasted  from  8:14  to  8:18  p.m. 
The  President  asked  Petersen  if  there  was  anything  further  he  wanted  to 
report  before  their  12:30  meeting  the  following  day.   Petersen  replied 
that  there  was  not  really  anything  that  added  to  what  they  had  discussed 
earlier  that  day.(P«l) 

Petersen  told  the  President  that  Dean's  counsel  told  the  prosecutors 
that  he  would  not  permit  Dean  to  plead  guilty  to  any  charges  unless  some 
agreement  could  be  worked  out.  Petersen  explained  to  the  President  that 
without  an  agreement.  Dean  would  go  to  trial  and  plead  not  guilty.   Petersen 
stated  that  Dean's  counsel  took  the  position  "that  it  would  be  a  travesty 
to  try  Dean  and  not  try  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman."   (pp.  1-2) 

The  President  asked  Petersen  whether  that  inhibited  them  from  using 
the  information  supplied  by  Dean  during  his  preliminary  negotiations  with 
the  prosecutors.   Petersen  told  the  President  that  the  information  coiold 
not  be  used  for  any  purpose  unless  Dean  pleaded.   (p.  2) 

Petersen  told  the  President  that  Dean  had  received  a  telephone  call 
from  Ehrlichman  requesting  a  meeting  with  Dean  for  eight  o'clock  that 
evening.   Petersen  said  that  they  suggested  to  Dean  that  he  not  meet  with 
Ehrlichman.   Petersen  said  that  they  had  been  advised  by  Dean's  counsel 
that  Dean  was  writing  a  note  to  the  President  advising  him  that  what  Dean 
was  doing  was  in  the  President's  interests  and  that  would  become  apparent 
as  the  situation  unfolded,   (pp.  2-3) 
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Petersen  told  the  President  that  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  President's 
meeting  with  Dean.   The  President  told  Petersen  that  he  was  going  to  meet 
Dean  because  he  was  "not  going  to  screw  around  with  this  thing."  Petersen 
agreed  with  the  President's  suggestion  that  the  President  ask  Dean  to  tell 
him  the  whole  truth.   (p.  3) 

Petersen  advised  the  President  that  a  signal  from  him  might  bring  out 
the  truth  from  Liddy.   (p.  3)   Petersen  said  that  Liddy  had  indicated  to 
Mitchell  that  he  would  do  whatever  he  was  told  to  do  by  Mitchell.   Petersen 
suggested  to  the  President  that  the  prosecutors  tell  Liddy  that  they  had 
discussed  the  situation  with  the  President  and  he  believed  it  was  vitally 
important  that  Liddy  tell  all  he  knew.   The  President  said,  "I  get  it.   Uh 
huh.   OK."   (p.  4) 


-  2 
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55.7     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL  15,    2973,    8:25-8:26  P.M.    TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION 


SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
APRIL  15,  1973,  8:25  p.m.  to  8:26  p.m. 

On  April  15,  1973  the  President  called  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Henry  Petersen  and  they  spoke  between  8:25  and  8:26  p.m.   The  President 
told  Petersen  that  he  was  trying  to  reach  Dean  but  had  not  been  able  to 
get  him  because  Dean  was  in  transit.   The  President  said  he  would  report 
to  Petersen  after  he  saw  Dean.   (p.  1) 

The  President  told  Petersen  that  he  did  not  know  Liddy  or  have  con- 
trol over  him,  but  Petersen  was  to  tell  Liddy  that  the  President  wanted  every- 
body involved  to  tell  everything  they  knew.   The  President  suggested  that 
Petersen  contact  Liddy 's  lawyer  that  night,  saying  "I  don't  want  to  stall 
around."   (p.  1) 

Petersen  told  the  President  that  Liddy  was  taking  orders  from  higher 
authority  and  "since  you  are  the  highest  authority  he  will  stand  in  line  if  we 
handle  it  discretly."   (p.  2)   The  President  said  that  Petersen  was  to  tell 
everyone  that  he  wished  them  to  talk  and  to  tell  the  truth;  "You  just  say  those 
are  your  orders."   (p.  2) 
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12:09 

12:16 
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The   President    talked   with  Arir.y  Vice   Chie£    of   Staff   Gen. 
Alexander  M.    Haig,    Jr. 

12:20 

12:32 

P 

ITie  President   talked   -ith   television  v;riter  and  producer 
Paul  W.    Keyes. 

12:33 

P 

The  President    telephoned   his   Press   Secretary,   Ronald  L. 
Ziegler.      Tne  call  was  not  completed. 

12:35 

12:45 

P 

The  President   talked  with  his  Assistant,   Henry  A.   Kissinger. 

1:01 

1:04 

P 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.    Ziegler. 

8:41 

R 

The  President  was    telephoned  by  Atjiorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.      Ttie  President's   Special  Assistant,    Stephen  B. 
Bull,'  took   the  call. 

9:45 

The   President  had   breakfast. 

10:02 

R 

The  President  was    telephoned  by  Mr.   Kissinger.      Mr.    Bull   took 
the,  call. 

10:13 

10:15 

R 

The  President    talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

10:16 

10:17 

P 

The   President    talked  with  Mr.    Kissinger. 

10:35 

The  President  went    to   the  Oval  Office.                                                         | 

10:35? 

11:15 

The   President  met   with  his   Assistant,    John  D.    Ehrlichnan. 

11:15 

The   President   returned   to   the  second   floor  Residence. 

11:17 

The  President   and    t'ne  First  Lady  went   to   the   Yellow  Oval  Roon. 

11:17 

11:32 

The   President  and    the   First  Lady  had   coffee  with: 

Rev.    Ed'..-nrd  V.    Hill,    pastor  of    the  Mount   Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,    Lcs   .\ngeles,    California 
Mrs.    F.dv.-ard  V.    Hill 

11:32 

The   Presidential    party  went    to    the   East   Room. 

11:33 

12:07 

Tlie   President   <-ind    the   First   Lady   hosted    a  worship   service 
conJuctcd    by    ilcv.    \\v .    Hill.      The   Rochester  Wnla.   CiiOrus   of 
Rochester,    >;ir.aesota   also   partici',-ateJ    in   the   service.      For 
a    list   ot    pueoLG,    see   ArPKNIlIX   "A." 

y. 
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5:32 


1:05 


2:22 

3:30 
3:44 

3:49 

5:15 
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5:32 
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The  President  and  the  Firsc  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  Che  SLaCc  Dining  Room.   EncouCe,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

\Tnite  Kouse  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Mecbers  of  t.he  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  v;ent  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  In  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
V'hite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  net  with  Attorney  General  Kleindiensc, 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Elirlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  K.  R.  Haldeoan. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleir.dieast. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindiensc. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   Tlie  call  was  not 
completed . 

The  President  net  i.-ith: 

Attorney  General  iU-eindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichnan .   The  call  was  not 
coinpleted.  , 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  aad  :;r.  Rebor.o  nouorod  fron  the  £03  to  Pier  One 

of  die  V.'.isiiinf.ron  t-iavy  Yard.   Enrouto,  Che  rreLsit'.enC 

giceted  r.-.cnbers  of  the  crowd  assenbicJ  at  the  north  exLt 
of  L'cst  ExecuClvo  Avouie. 


The  President  end 


Rebor.o  boarded  the  Seav.n; 
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pRESiDEfir  niCHAKO  i.'ixorrs  daily  diary 


^MT  BEGAN 

THE  VnilTE  HOUSE 
WASUTM.TrON,    D.C. 


DATE   (M.»..  Djf.  Yi.) 

APRIL  15,    1973 


).^ 


TIME  DAY  "V" 

5:32    D.n.    S'J:.T)AY 


5:37 


7:24 
7:34 

7:43 
7:50 

8:14 
8:25 
9:17 
9:39 
10:16 

11:21 
11:45 


7:24 


7:42 

9:15 

8:18 
8:26 

in  ,  1  o 

9:41 
11:15 


11:53 


PHONli 
r  -  HNttJ 


Tlie  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  were  greeted  by  Lt.  Cdr. 
Andrew  J.  Combe,  Cap^-^iin  of  the  Sequoia. 

The  President  went  boating  on  the  Sequoia.   He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr-  P.ebozo 

LC.  Col.  Williaia  L.  Golden,  Military  Aide 
Maj.  Gen.  Walter  R.  Tkach,  Personal  Physiciaa 
Maijolo  Sanchez,  valet 

The  Sequoia  docked  at  Pier  One  of  the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  returned  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  mat  with: 
J-lr.  Ehrlichman 
Mr.  Haldeman 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

Tlie  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with  his  Counsel,  John  W.  Dean  III. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr.  Haldeman 
Mr.  Ehrlichman 

Tne  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Petersen. 


/; 


\?^ 


\'- 
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56.     On  April  15,  1973  from  9:17  to  10:12  p.m.,  the  President  met 
with  John  Dean  in  the  President's  EOB  office.  Dean  has  testified  that 
he  reported  to  the  President  that  he  had  been  to  the  prosecutors;  that 
the  President  asked  him  about  Haldeman's  knowledge  of  the  Liddy  plans; 
that  the  President  stated  he  had  been  Joking  when  he  said  it  would  be 
easy  to  raise  $1  million  to  pay  for  maintaining  the  silence  of  the 
Watergate  defendants;  and  that  the  President  said  in  a  nearly  inaudible 
tone  that  he  had  been  foolish  to  disctiss  Hunt's  clemency  with  Colson. 
Dean  also  has  testified  that  he  told  the  President  he  had  not  discussed 
with  the  prosecutors  his  conversations  with  the  President  and  that  the 
President  told  him  that  he  could  not  tell  the  prosecutors  about  national 
security  matters  or  about  any  of  the  conversations  between  the  President 
and  Dean.  Dean  has  testified  that  the  nature  of  the  President's  questions 
led  him  to  think  that  the  President  was  taping  the  conversation.   The 
President's  notes  of  this  meeting  indicate  that  the  President  asked 
Dean  what  he  had  told  Kalmbach  about  the  purpose  of  the  money  and  that 
Dean  said  he  had  briefed  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  every  inch  of  the  way. 
During  this  meeting  the  President  telephoned  Petersen  from  9:39  to  9:41 
p.m.  and  instructed  Petersen  to  contact  Liddy' s  attorney  and  tell  him 
that  the  President  wanted  Liddy  to  tell  everything  he  knows. 

The  President  has  stated  that  the  tape  on  the  recorder  for  his 
EOB  office  ran  out  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15,  1973.  In  response  to 
the  Conmittee's  subpoena  for  the  tape  recording  and  other  evidence  of  his 
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telephone  conversation  with  Petersen,  the  President  has  produced  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  recording.   A  summary  of  that  transcript 
has  been  prepared. 


Page 

56.1  John  Dean  testimony,  Watergate  Grand  Jury, 
February  14,  1974,  22-24  (received  from 

Watergate  Grand  Jury) 1041 

56.2  John  Dean  testimony,  3  SSC  1015-17 1044 

56.3  President  Nixon  notes,  April  15,  1973,  1-2 

(received  from  Watergate  Grand  Jury) 1047 

56.4  President  Nixon  daily  diary,  April  15,  1973, 

Exhibit  20,  In  re  Grand  Jury,  Misc.  47-73 1049 

56.5  Memorandum  of  substance  of  Dean's  calls  and 
meetings  with  the  President,  April  15,  1973, 

with  accompanying  Fred  Thompson  affidavit,  SSC  Exhi- 
bit No.  70A,  4  SSC  1794-95 1052 

56.6  House  Judiciary  Committee  staff  summary  of  White 
House  edited  transcript  of  a  telephone  conversation 
between  the  President  and  Henry  Petersen,  April 

15,  1973,  9:39  -  9:41  p.m 1055 

56.7  Henry  Petersen  testimony,  9  SSC  3648 1056 

56.8  President  Nixon  statement,  November  12,  1973, 

9  Presidential  Documents  1329,  1331 1057 


(1040) 


56.1     JOHN  DEAN  TESTIMONY.   FEBRUARY  14,    1974,    WATERGATE  GRAND  JURY,    22-24 


t 


5 


^  And  when  I  got  Ehrlichman  on  the  telephone  abo'^t, 

2  oh,  quarter  of  eight,  or  so,  he  told  me  that  he  just  happened 

3  to  be  going  back  into  the  office  and  he  would  enjoy  Chatting 
"*   with  me,  if  I  would  come  by  his  office.   I  said,  "All  right.'' 

I  really  said  not  much  more,  and  then  called  my  lawyer,  Mr. 

6  Shaffer,  and  told  him  that  Ehrlichmaa  wanted  to  meet  with 

7  me.   I  told  Mr.  Shaffer  I  didn't  want  to  meet  with  Ehrlichman 

8  but  I  thought,  indeed,  I  should  meet  with  the  President  and 

9  tell  him  what  I  had  done.   Mr.  Shaffer  agreed. 
I  tried  to  reach  Rosemary  Woods,  thinking  that  she 

11  would  take  the  message  directly  to  the  President  without 

12  having  to  go  through  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman.   She  was  at  a 

13  funeral  out  of  the  city.   So  I  was  left  with  no  alternative 

14  but  to  go  through  Mr.  Haldeman  and  I  called  Mr.  Higby. 

*^  I  gave  him  a  message,  which  I  wrote  down  right  after 

I  did  it,  and  I  think  it's  a  public  document  now. 


10 


16 


^"^  As  a  result  of  that  call  to  Mr.  Higby,  in  which  I 


18 
19 
20 
21 


indicated  he  should  inform  Haldeman  and  Ehrlichman  and,  I 
assumed,  Mr.  Haldeman  would  inform  the  President,  my  phone 
started  ringing  about  thirty  minutes  later.   A^d  it  was  the 
White  House  operator  indicating  that  the  President  wanted  to 


22   meet  with  me  about  9:00  o'clock. 


23 

24 
25 


I  told  her  I  would  be  in  as  soon  as  I  could  get  in, 
and  I  don't  think  I  arrived  quite  at  9:00,  but  shortly  there- 
after,   and    that's  what   prompted  rae   — 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


5g.3     JOHN  DEAN  TESTIMONY,   FEBFUAEY  14,    1974,    WATERGATE  GRAND  JURY,    22-24 

23 

Q    What  was  the  substance  of  the  conversation  on  the 

15th? 

A    Well,  the  meeting  was  much  different  from  most 

meetings  I  have  had  with  the  President.   I  was  uncomfortable 

—  very  uncomfortable  —  because  I  had  taken  it  upon  myself 

to  go  to  the  prosecutors,  and  thought  I  ought  to  tell  him 

that. 

So  I  initiated  what  I  had  done  and  why  I  had  done 
it  and  then  he  began  asking  me  a  series  of  rather  leading 
questions  and  I  provided  him  the  answers  to  the  questions 
as  we  went  along. 

One  time,  during  the  conversation,  the  question  of 
Mr.  Liddy  coming  forward  came  up  and  he  interrupted  our 
meeting  to  call  Mr.  Petersen  and  tell  him  my  suggestion,  that 
he  might  personally  meet  with  Mr.  Maroulis  and  have  Mr.  Liddy 
come  forward. 

He  asked  me  —  he  talked  about  immunity  and  I  told 
him  I  had  no  deal  for  immunity  with  the  prosecutors,  and  he 
told  me,  well,  there  was  nothing  he  would  do  that  would  in- 
terfere with  my  discussions  with  the  prosecutors. 

At  one  point  in  the  meeting,  he  mentioned  to  me 

something  I  had  forgotten  about.   It  was  the  fact  that  we  had  \ 

I 
discussed  that  there  would  be  no  problem  to  raise  e  million   i 

i 
dollars  to  pa^''  these  people,  the  defendants,  and  he  told  me   i 

I  should  understand  that  he  was  only  joking  when  he  raised    ! 
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li 

24 

th£t. 


-5  ! 


3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


He  also  asked  nie  if  I  had  conversations  with  the 
prosecutors  about  my  conversations  with  him,  and  I  told  hi^, 
no,  I  had  not  —  which  I  had  not.   And  he  told  me  I  could 
not  have  such  conversations  with  the  prosecutors;  that  that 
was  Executive  Privilege  or  national  security  information. 

He  —  at  one  point,  he  got  up  and  went  over  to  the 
corner  of  his  office  and  raised  the  question  of  his  conversa-  | 
tion  with  Mr.  Colson  regarding  clemency  for  Hunt.   Ke  said  to 
me   that  he  was  foolish  to  talk  to  Mr.  Colson,  wasn't  he.  and  j 
"  I  I  don't  recall  that  I  responded  to  his  comment. 

12!  ,..        .^  • 

It  was  a  WLde-ranging  meeting.   He  was  searching  fori 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23! 

24 

25 


a  date,  at  one  time  in  the  meeting.  Ke  asked  me  if  I  remen-  | 
bered  when  I'd  given  him  my  counsel  on  the  Presidency  speech.  I 
He  said  was  that  the  2l8t,  and  I  said  I  wasn't  certain  of  the  J 
date,  which  I  wasn't,  at  that  time.  I  said' I  would  check,  ! 
try  to  figure  it  out.  I  just  couldn't  answer  it  specifically.^ 
As  I  say,  it  was  a  very  wide-ranging  conversation.  ] 
He  was  doing  most  of  the  questioning  and  trying  to  lead  me  \ 
along  into  the  answers  I  i;resume  he  wanted.  j 

Q    Now,  on  the  16th,  you  had  conversations  with  the    i 
President,  I  believe,  on  two  occasions?  : 

A    That  is  correct. 

Q    And  this  Grand  Jury  has  also  heard  tape  recordings 
of  those  conversations,  so  it  isn't  necessary  to  go  into  them.' 
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dienst  and  Petersen  and  the  fact  that  I  had  been  to  the  prosecutors 
had  obviously  come  out.  As  I  have  noted  earlier,  I  had  not  at  any  time 
discussed  Presidential  involvement  with  the  prosecutors  so  the  dis- 
cussions that  Petersen  and  Kleindienst  had  with  the  President  obvi- 
ously focused  on  the  involvement  of  Haldeman  Ehrlichraau  Dean, 
Mitchell  Ma<rruder,  Strachan,  and  others  that  I  had  discussed.  Attei 
Ehrlichman's  call,  I  called  ilr.  Shaffer  and  we  discussed  the  wisdom 
of  the  meetin-s.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  meet  with  Ehrlichman 
and  he  agreed.  Subsequently,  I  tried  to  reach  Ehrlichman  to  turn  the 
meeting  off  but  I  learned  that  he  was  already  en  route  to  the  office 

I  called  :^Ir.  Shaffer  back  and  told  him  that  I  thought  I  ought  to 
meet  with  the  President  and  I  should  call  Rosemary  Woods  and  have 
her  -ive  a  message  to  the  President.  He  said  that  he  saw  no  problem 
with"  my  talking^ with  the  President  to  tell  him  why  I  had  gone  to 
the  prosecutors.  I  attempted  to  reach  Rosemary  Woods  but  she  was  out 
of  the  city.  I  then  wrote  out  a  message  for  the  President  and  phoned 
Mr  Hi^bv  and  requested  that  Higby  relate  the  matter  to  Haldeman, 
Ehilichman,  and  on  to  the  President.  I  have  submitted  a  copv  to  the 
committee  of  the  message  I  sent  to  the  President  at  8:1d  bunday, 

[The  document  was  marked  exhibit  No.  34^8.*] 

Mr  Devx.  In  short,  I  told  the  President  that  I  hoped  he  did  not  in- 
terpret mv  going  to  the  prosecutors  as  an  act  of  disloyalty,  that  i  did 
not  wish  to  speak  with  Ehrlichman  at  this  time,  that  I  would  meet 
with  him  if  he  wished  to  discuss  the  matter  with  me,  and  that  i 
thought  that  he  should  get  his  legal  advice  from  Henry  Petersen 
Within  45  minutes  of  sending  this  message  I  had  a  call  fFo/"  the 
■WTiite  House  operat6r  informing  me  that  the  President  wished  to 
meet  with  me  at  9  o'clock.  ,     t,      ■  i     .,   irrMj  ^ffi^« 

It  was  shortly  after  9  when  I  arrived  at  the  President  s  EOB  ottice. 
As  I  was  drivino-  into  the  White  House  I  wondered  to  myself  it  the 
meetincT  was  a  set-up.  Bv  a  set-up  I  mean,  was  the  President  going  to 
try  to  smoke  out  of  me  what  Ehrlichman  and  Haldeman  obviously  had 
been  trying  to  do  and  had  not  been  able  to  do,  would  not  be  able  to  got 
out  of  me  because  they  knew  very  well  that  I  would  not  play  any  games 
with  the  President.  I  decided  I  could  not  worry  about  that  and  1  had  a 
duty  to  explain  to  the  President  why  I  was  doing  what  I  had  done. 


Meeting  With  the  President— April  15 


The  President  was  very  cordial  when  we  met.  I  was  somewhat 
shaken  when  I  went  in  to  meet  him  because  I  knew  I  had  taken  it  upon 
mvself  to  end  the  coverup  and  what  I  had  started  was  going  to  cause 
serious  problems  for  the  President.  I  shall  attempt  to  recall  the  high- 
lights of  the  conversation  that  transpired  on  the  meeting  which  oc- 
ciTrred  about  9  o'clock  on  April  15.  *    j  n  .f  t 

I  told  the  President  that  I  had  gone  to  the  prosecutors.  And  that  1 
did  not  believe  that  this  was  an  act  of  disloyalty  but,  rather  m  the  end 
it  would  be  an  act  of  loyalty.  I  told  him  I  felt  this  matter  had  to  end. 
I  informed  the  President  that  I  told  the  prosecutors  of  my  own  in- 
volvement and  the  involvement  of  others.  At  one  point  in  the  conver- 
sation I  recall  the  President  asking  me  about  Haldeman  s  knowledge 

•See  p.  1313. 
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f  l^l  ¥??^  F^'^'l'-  ^?  ^r^^^^  ""^  ^^  I  ^^d  tol^  him  earlier  about  the 
tact  that  I  had  met  with  Ilaldeman  after  the  second  mooting  in  Mitch- 
ell s  oftice  and  told  Haldeman  .vhat  was  -oin-  on  and  rn^v  reaction 
to  what  was  going  on.  I  told  the  President  that  I  had  reported  this 
fact  to  him  earlier  The  President  then  made  some  reference  to  Henrv 
Petersen  asking  about  why  Haldeman  had  not  turned  it  off  at  that 
point  and  told  me  to  testify  that  I  had  told  Haldeman  about  the  meet- 
ing in  Mitchell's  office.  The  President  almost  from  the  outset  be-an 
asking  me  a  number  of  leading  questions,  which  was  somewhat  unfike 
his  normal  conversational  relationships  I  had  had  with  him  which 
made  me  think  that  the  conversation  was  being  taped  and  that  a  record 
was  being  made  to  protect  himself.  Although  I  became  aware  of  this 
because  of  the  nature  of  the  conversation,  I  decided  that  I  did  not  know 
It  tor  a  fact  and  that  I  had  to  believe  that  the  President  would  not  tape 
such  a  conversation.  ^ 

Some  question  came  up,  by  the  President,  as  to  whether  I  had  im- 

^t™  ^;wt  ^'^  ^'  ^  ''^^  Z"^^^"'  ^  *°^^  h™  °^y  lawyers  had  discussed 
this  with  the  prosecutors  but  certainly  I  had  no  deal  with  the  Govern- 
ment He  told  me  that  he  did  not  want  to  do  anything  to  hurt  mv 
negotiations  with  the  Government.  I  do  not  recall  his  comment  on  his 
comment  regarding  that.  I  also  recall  that  the  conversation  turned  to 
the  matter  of  Liddy  not  talking.  He  said  something  about  Liddy  was 
waiting  for  a  signal  and  I  told  him  that  possibly  he  was  waiting  for  a 
signal  from  the  President.  &        » 

I  discussed  with  him  the  fact  that  maybe  if  Liddy's  lawyer  met 
with  him  that  Liddy  would  begin  to  open  up  becaus^  I  said  that  I 
thought  that  that  would  be  very  helpful  if  Liddy  did  talk.  It  was 
during  this  part  of  the  conversation  that  the  President  picked  up  the 
telephone  and  caled  Henry  Petersen  and  pretended  with  Petersen 
that  I  was  not  in  the  room  but  that  the  matter  of  Liddy's  comin.^  for- 
ward and  talking  had  arisen  during  our  conversation.The  President 
relayed  to  Petersen  that  if  Liddy's  lawyer  wanted  to  see  him  to  get 
a  signal  that  the  President  was  willing  to  do  this 

The  President  also  asked  me  about  Petersen  and  I  told  him  if  any- 
one could  give  him  good  advice  Henry  Petersen  could.  The  President 
also  asked  me  if  I  remembered  what  day  it  was  in  March  that  I  had 
reported  to  him  on  some  of  the  details  of  the  Watergate  matter.  He 
said  that  he  thought  it  was  the  21st  but  was  not  certain.  I  said  that 
i  could  not  recall  for  certain  without  checking. 

At  another  point  in  the  conversation  the  matter  of  the  decree  of 
discussions  that  I  had  had  with  the  prosecutors  came  up  and  I  in- 
formed the  President  that  I  had  had  no  discussions  with  the  prose- 
cutors relating  to  conversations  I  had  had  with  him  or  in  anythincr 
in  the  area  of  national  security.  The  President  told  me  that  I  could 
not  talk  about  national  security  areas  and  that  I  should  not  talk  about 
conversations  I  had  had  with  him  because  they  were  privileeed 
conversations.  is 

Toward  the  end  of  the  conversation  the  President  recalled  the  fact 
hat  at  one  point  we  had  discussed  the  difficulty  in  raising  monev  and 
that  he  had  said  that  $1  million  was  nothing  to  raise  to  pay  to  main- 
tain the  silence  of  the  defendants.  He  said  that  he  had,  of  coui-se,  only 
been  joking  when  he  made  that  comment.  As  the  conversation  went 
on,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  recall  anything  other  than  the  hio-h 
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points  of  it,  I  'became  more  convinced  that  the  President  was  seeking 
to  elicit  testimony  from  me  and  put  his  perspective  on  the  record  and 
get  me  to  agree  to  it. 

The  most  interesting  thing  that  happened  during  the  conversation 
was,  very  near  the  end,  he  got  up  out  of  his  chair,  went  behind  his 
chair  to  the  corner  of  the  Executive  Office  Building  office  and  in  a. 
nearly  inaudible  tone  said  to  me  he  was  probably  foolish  to  have  dis- 
cussed Hunt's  clemency  with  Colson.  I  do  not  recall  that  I  responded. 
The  convei-sation  ended  shortly  thereafter. 

As  I  was  on  my  way  out  of  the  office  after  exchanging  parting 
pleasantries.  I  told  the  President  that  I  hoped  that  my  going  to  the 
prosecutors  and  telling  the  truth  would  not  result  in  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  President.  He  jokingly  said,  '"I  certainly  hope  so  also," 
and  he  said  that  it  would  be  handled  properly. 


]\Ieetixg  "With  the  Pfjesident — Aprh.  16 


I  received  word  on  Monday  morning,  April  16.  that  the  President 
had  requested  I  come  to  the  oval  office.  I  arrived  at  his  office  about 
9 :45,  and  rather  than  going  to  the  reception  entrance  normalh'  used  by 
other  members  of  the  staff  and  myself,  I  went  into  Mr.  Steve  Bull's 
office.  Mr.  Bull  is  the  one  who  had  informed  me  that  the  President 
wanted  to  see  me,  so  I  went  to  his  office. 

Mr.  Bull  told  me  I  would  have  to  wait  a  few  minutes  because  the 
President  was  in  another  meeting.  A  few  minutes  later  Haldeman  and 
Ehrlichman  emerged  laughing  from  the  President's  office  and  when 
they  saw  me  in  Mr.  Bull's  office  their  faces  dropped.  I  said  hello,  they 
put  on  a  serious — they  said  hello,  put  on  a  serious  look  and  departed. 
I  went  into  the  President's  office. 

The  President  told  me  that  he  had  been  thinking  about  this  entire 
matter  and  thought  it  might  be  a  good  idea  if  he  had  in  his  drawer  a 
letter  from  me  requesting  that  he  accept  my  resignation  or  in  the  alter- 
native an  indefinite  leave  of  absence.  He  said  that  he  had  prepared  two 
lettei-s  for  my  signature  and  he  would  not  do  anything  with  them  at 
this  time  but  thought  it  would  be  good  if  he  had  them.  He  then  passed 
me  a  manila  file  folder  with  two  letters  in  them.  The  President  said 
that  he  had  prepared  the  letters  himself  and  that  no  one  would  know 
I  had  signed  them.  I  read  the  letters  and  was  amazed  at  what  I  was 
being  asked  to  sign.  I  have  submitted  to  the  con^mittee  copies  of  the 
lettera,  but  since  they  are  very  brief,  I  will  read  them. 

[The  letters  were  marked  exhibit  No.  -jJ—lO.*] 

Mr.  Deax.  The  first  letter,  dated  April  16,  1973,  read: 

Dear  Jlr.  President,  in  view  of  ray  increasing  involvement  in  tlie  Watergate 
matter,  my  impending  appearance  liefore  the  errand  jury  and  the  proiialiility  of 
its  action,  I  refpiest  an  immeiliate  and  indefinite  leave  of  absence  from  my  posi- 
tion on  your  staff. 

The  second  letter,  which  was  even  more  incriminating,  read : 

Dear  Mr.  President,  as  a  result  of  my  involvement  in  the  Watergate  matter, 
which  we  discussed  last  night  and  today.  I  tender  you  my  resignation,  effective 
at  once. 


•See  p.  1314. 
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12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 
10:02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10:35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 
11:33 


12:16 


12:32 


12:45 
1:04 


DATE  (Mi>.  Uir.  Yr.)     f. 

APRIL  15,  1973   .  .- 


TIME 


DAY 


12:09  a.m.  SUNDAY 


10:15 
10:17 

11:15 


11:32 


12:07 


/ 


ACTIVITY 


Tb.e  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  W.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   TYie  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  n-.et  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edv.-ard  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  .Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  service 
conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hill.   Tlie  Rochester  Male  Chorus  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service.   For 
a  list  of  guests,  see  APPENDIX  "A." 


^ 
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tSre   Tt.vd  r.i.i.ct  (..I  Itivrl  Afh.iir) 

_  OAY 

T!iF.  v.'ihtl;  house                                     "•'■"'    ""''            ^ 

'•'.\<;i(Tr:fn-o\\  n.r . ^?■.^^   n.n.  'jn-rnAV 

TIME 

nriiNn 

ACTIVITY 

In 

Out 

lo 

■  1) 

12:11 

The  President  and  Che  First  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Kr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  went  to  the  Slate  Dining  Roon.   Er.route,  they 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

Vrnite  House  photograplier ,  in/out 

12:11 

1:05 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  euests. 
Menbers  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

1:05 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

1:05 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
V^ite  House  photographer,  in/out 

1:11 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EGB. 

1:12 

2:22 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  KleindiensC. 

2:30  ? 

3:30 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

3:27 

3:44 

p 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  Haldemau. 

3:36 

R 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

3:48 

3:49 

R 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  KleindiensC. 

3:50 

P 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   Tlie  call  was  not 
completed. 

4:00 

5:15 

The  President  met  v;ith: 

Attorney  General  KleindiensC 

Henry  E.  Ptjtersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

5:17 

P 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Ehrlichman.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

5:25 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

5:25 

5:32 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  fron  the  EOB  to  Pier  One 
of  the  V.'ashin<»,ron  Navy  Yard.   Enrouto,  the  President 
greeted  members  of  the  crowd  assembled  at  Che  north  exit 
of  V.'est  Executive  Avcnvie. 

5:32 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  boarded  the  Sequoi  ■. 

I 

.J 
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5:37 


7:24 
7:34 

7:43 
7:50 


11:21 
11:45 


I'lro.Ni; 


7:24 


7:42 

9:15 

8:18 
8:26 

10:12 
9:41 

11:15 


11:52 


DATE    (Mo..  Dj/.  yd  •■> 

_APRILJ.  5  j_1973 ■  • 

TIME  DAr  i/ 

5:32    D.n.    SLTODAY 


1.^ 


Tlie   President   and   Mr.    Rebozo  were   greeted  by   Lc .    Cdr. 
Andrew   J.    Combe,    Captain  of    the   Sequoia. 

The   President  went  boating  on   the  Sequoia.      He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.    Rebozo 

Lt.    Col.   William  L.   Golden,   Military  Aide 
Maj .   Gen.   Halter  R.   Tkach ,    Personal   Physiciaa 
Manolo   Sap.chez,   valet 

Tne   Sequoia  docked   at  Pier  One   of    the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

The   President   and  Mr.    Rebozo  motored   from  the  UashingCon  Navy 
Yard   to  West   Executive  Avenue. 

The   President   returned    to  his   office   in   the   EOB. 

The  President   met  with: 
Mr.    Elirlichman 
Mr .   Haldeman 

The  President  talked   with  Mr.    Petersen. 

T!ia   President  talked  with  Mr.   Petersen. 

The   President  met   with  his   Counsel,    John  W.    Dean   III. 

The   President  talked  with  Mr.    Petersen. 

The   President  met  with: 
Mr.    Haldeman 
Mr.    Ehrlichman 

Tne   President   returned    to   the   second    floor  Residence. 

The   President   talked  with  Mr.    Petersen. 


r:'  I  ris  I  in 


(1051) 


56. 5     MEMORANDUM  OF  JOHN  DEAN'S  MEETINGS  WITH  THE  PRESIDENT,,   APRIL  15,    1973 


o 


^ 


:  > )  1 !  I  ■  1 J  I    v  • 


<.,. 


IKmI   OlTih  and  told  liim  lo  go  i.o 
t^r  t'.i.xt  .'.\\c  moon  lie  r.-rilrd  Df;aa 
_."i  '/■'. %■"]<!   iij  I'lii'ck  Oil  li'is   ')j'o;^i'i;  s  .s. 


•:X\\ 


rS'.i^rcr.  ZO:     Ar.cr  it  bocanie  obvious  Dean  vvould 
\Vi-\-,;  no  3-crKJi-i,    the  President  directed  Ehrlichn-.an 
vo  iv.  \'.;  .^!is;ai£> . 

O.',  Ar;-j-ii  14  J  - -J  i'l.icrar'an  v<;;^jo rted  ^it'Ssible   ■/ i  ic}';e  J 1, 
a' .^r.  ."i.".i;k;  r  tad  J3eaa  in  volvi-'iTiont.      Tl-io  President 
cari..?d  Kloindionst,    who  followed  up.      (Up  until  now 
t]-.o  P i-i-iident  /jad  -i.'isuvTied  Dean  was  getting  inuch 


VX       ;  (  i    .-5 


.•jr-.-irLon  I'vorn  the  Justice  DepartmeT\t.) 


;<"o"l :id-'e,, ^it  -."i.d   Pcci- A- sen  focused  it;  on  possible 
involve  j"iO;"it  of  J Taldci'iian,    '^j'lrlichman  arid  Strachan. 


A;-,:-ii  15,    1975 


On  April  13  P.:i:Oi-&on  subn-iittcd  a  iy::':-,.-      .,  >'hrlich- 
man,    J-Ialderr, an  and  St.ra.cr;an.     Tiiey  also  found  out 
aliout  Gray's  dostruction  of  documents.  ) 

DeR.n  along  with  almost  everybody  else  v.'as  called 
in  tliat  cay.      The  President  told  Dean  that  he  inust 
go  before  the  graijd  jury  without  immunity. 


April  16,    1973 


The  President  asks  Doan  io  resign.      Had  two 
drafts  prepaviid  for  Dean's  signature.     Dean 
deinanded     Ialden"ian  and  Ehriicliman  resign  also. 


(Petersen  allied  the  President  to  hold  off  on  firing 
Dean  until  they  could  got  h'nn  before  the  grand  jury. 

On  April  17  the  President  released  his  statement 
£a.ying  tj^at  no  Vv'hite  House  staffers  would   receive 
i/i-.riiunity. 

On  April  19  Dean  said  he  would  not  be  a  scapegoat. 

On  April  27  Petersen  told  thie  President  there  is  no 
use  trying  to  get  D.^an  to  go  before  the  .>:.-and  jury, 
tha.!  he   v/as  deinancJir,;;   iriMTiunity. 

O.i  April  30  the  Pro.sidont  i-ade  hib  speech  concerning 
■.ra".';v-r..an' ■;  .•-.i-.cl  J'/rjrliciir.-ian' s  resignations  and  Dean's 
firing.  )  ^, 
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1794         -  -    -  -      - 

Exhibit  No.  70A 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 


SENATE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDr-NTIAL 
CAMPAIGN  ACTr/ITIES,  ET.  AL.- 

Plaintiff* 


RICHARD  M-  NIXOr«u  r-v-T-trn  STATES 

INDrviDUALLY  AXD  AS  PRESID^-M  0--    ir-.^  UN.^^D  STATED 


THE  VmTE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON.  D.C. 


Defeedant 


Civil 

Action 

No. 


AFFIDA\-T  OF  FRED  D.   THOMPSON 

Fred  D.  Thompsoa,   being  swora.   deposes  and  says: 

1.  Early  ia  J^ine.  1973,   the  White  House  transmitted 

to  the  Select  Committee  a  memorandum  (which  is  attached  to  this 
affidavit)  listing  certain  oral  communications,  hoth  face-to-face  and 
telephonic,  between  President  Richard  M.   Nixon  and  John  Wesley  D.an  m. 
>r.ndum,   inter  alia  ,   Includes'the  "e.xact  times  a^d  durations  of 


This  memor 


these  commonicatioas,    and,    in  the  case  o 


f  (ace-to-face  coirjnunicatiotvs. 


the 


other  participants,    U  any,    in  those  conversations. 
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1705 


2.  Shortly   th^rtiftc  r,     I    received    a    telephone    rail 

from  J.  Fred  Buzhirdt,  Special  Counsel  to  the  Presider.t.  Duri.-.K 
this  telephone  call.  Mr.  Su=hardt  related  to  me  his  u.->der standing 
»s    to   the    substance   of   certain   portions-  of   the    enumerated   conversatior 

between   the    President   and    Mr.     Dean. 

3.  During   my   discussion,  with   Mr.    Buzhardt.    I 

made   detailed   notes    on   the    information   that  he    gave   me.    Upon 
conclusion   of   the    conversation,    I  promptly   prepared   a   ■•Memorandum 
of  Substance   o:    Dean's    CaUs    and    V.aeting   with  the   President."   a 
copy  of  v^ich   is    attached   to   this    a:f:davit.      It   i,   my  belief  that   this 
memora^cu.-    accurately  rejects    the    informatioa   imparted   to   me   by 
Mr.    Bciiarct, 


SubscriTjed  ar.d  ST;orn  to,  before 


jZtTj   ?"ajiic.  D.C. 


-xcires 


^^Z^    ,^->7p 


~n 
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56. 6     HOUSE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  STAFF  SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  APRIL   IS.    1973,   9:39-9:41  P.M.    TELEPHONE  CONVERSATION 


APPENDIX  28 

SUMMARY  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  EDITED  TRANSCRIPT 
April  15,  1973,  9:39  p.m.  to  9:41  p.m. 

On  April  15,  1973  the  President,  while  conferring  with  John  Dean, 
telephoned  Assistant  Attorney  General  Henry  Petersen.   Their  conversation 
lasted  from  9:39  to  9:41  p.m.   The  President  said  that  Dean  thought  it 
was  important  that  Liddy's  attorney,  Maroulis,  be  told  that  the  President 
wanted  Liddy  to  tell  everything  he  knew.   The  President  told  Petersen, 
".  .  .  if  necessary,  you  haul  him  [Maroulis]  in  here  and  I  will  tell  him." 
The  President  told  Petersen  to  tell  Maroulis  that  "I  have  called  you  directly 
tonight  and  that  you  have  it  direct  from  the  President  if  he  needs  if  from  me, 
I  will  tell  him."   (p.  1) 

The  President  asked  Petersen  about  Dean's  belief  that  Maroulis  would 
accept  the  message  from  Petersen.   Petersen  replied  that  because  Maroulis  and 
Liddy  were  close  friends,  he  thought  the  message  would  get  to  Liddy.   The  Presi- 
dent reiterated  that  Petersen  should  first  talk  to  Maroulis,  and  if  necessary, 
Petersen  should  accompany  him  to  see  the  President.   The  President  continued  by 
stating,  "I  don't  want  any  things  where  he  comes  in  and  makes  any  motions  —  you 
see  what  I  mean?"  The  President  said  that  the  matter  should  be  handled  at 
Petersen's  level,  "rather  than  having  me  bring  some  attorney  in  and  give  him  an 
order."  The  President  summarized  his  position  by  directing  Petersen  to  "do  it 
at  my  direction.   I  think  that  will  do  the  trick.   If  it  doesn't  I  will  see  him 
myself."   (pp.  1-2) 
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Senator  Gukney.  Did  you  know  at  any  time,  ^^t■.  Petei-son,  that  ITal- 
dcmaii  and  Dean  were  trying  to  get  the  CIA  to  stop  th.e  investi<ration 
of  the  FBI  as  far  as  the  ]\Iexican  money  was  concerned  ? 

Mr.  Petehsex.  Only  to  the  extent  of  Pat  Gray's  conversation  with 
me  on  or  around  July  o. 

Senator  Gurxey.  "Wliat  did  lie  tell  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Peteksex.  He  didn't  tell  me  he  had  been  contacted  by  the  White 
House.  He  told  me  he  had  been  in  contact  with  CIA  and  that  there  was 
some,  it  was  a  very  guarded  conversation  type  of  thing,  well,  need  to 
know  situation,  and  I  simply,  well,  that  may  be,  but  don't  accept  that 
unless  you  accept  it  in  writing,  but  I  had  no  more  information  than 
that  on  that. 

Senator  Gurney.  You  didn't  know  anything  about  the  "\Miite  House 
involvement? 

Mr.  Petersex.  jSTo. 

Senator  Gukxey.  Just  CIA  ? 

Jlr.  Petersex.  That  is  right. 

Senator  Gtjrxey.  At  any  time  during  this  whole  sad  affair,  either 
last  year  or  this  year,  until  the  events  that  transpired  around  April  did 
anybody  try  to  pressure  you  to  stop  or  slow  down  or  soft-pedal  this 
investigation  that  you  were  in  charge  of? 

Mr.  Petersex.  Xo,  sir,  the  only  thing  that  could  possibly  cast  in 
that  category  would  be  the  call  from  Ehrlichman  with  respectto  Stans' 
subpena  and,  you  know,  frankly,  that  didn't  bother  me  too  much.  As  I 
told  Kleindienst,  he  just  made  a  mistake.  But  no  one  else.  There  was 
some  pressure  to  get  the  indictment  out,  get  the  indictment,  they 
wanted  it  out  by  September  1.  We  couldn't  do  that.  I  frankly  promised 
them  September  1,  we  couldn't  do  it  until  September  15.  That  didn't 
impair  the  investigation.  We  were  ready  to  go  to  trial  in  Xovember. 
but  Judge  Sirica  had  a  bad  back  and  continued  the  thing  on  his  own 
motion. 

Senator  Gtjrney.  Let  me  inquire  about  the  contacts  you  had  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  log  here  shows  "a  great  many 
phone  calls  as  well  as  some  meetings.  Of  course,  you  have  covered  some 

dhem. 
[r.  Petersex-.  Some  of  them,  yes,  sir. 
enator  Gttrxey.  What  about" those  four  phone  calls  which  the  Pres- 
it  initiated  to  you  after  your  afternoon  meeting  with  him  on 
April  5.  What  were  those  about  ? 

Mr.  Petersex.  The  first  was  should  I  meet  with  John  Dean.  Yes. 

The  second  was  a  meeting  has  been  set  up.  The  third  was  if  Liddv  is 

not  talking  because  of  any  sense  of  misguided  loyalty  to  me,  you  had 

I     better  disabuse  him  and  I  am  issuing  orders  to  vou  to  that  effect.  The 

I     fourth  one,  I  have  had  a  meeting  with  Dean,  he  has  given  me  basically 

L^Sii?*^  ^^-  '^^■'^  ^^^^  >''^"  '^."^  ^  think  it  has  been  helpful. 

Senator  Gtjrxey.  Without  going  over  all  of  these,  because  I  know 
you  have  covered  some  of  them,  but  T  can't  identifv  what  vou  have 
and  what  yon  haven't.  Generally,  what  was  the  President  calling  you 
about  during  this  period  of  time? 

Mr.  Pf.tt::i;.skx.  Status  rei)oi-ts,  immuuitv.  the  Ellsbei-g  thing. 
Strachan^s  testimony.  We  had  Sti-aclmn  like  this  and  Magnideron  one 
side  and  Strachan  on  the  othei-  and  we  finally  decided  to  put  them  both 


NUTE:  THE  AFTt:HNUUN  METING  BETWEEN  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  HENRY  PETERSEN 
REFERRED  TO  BY  SENATOR  GURNEY  IN  THE  BRACKETED  PORTION  OF  PAGE 
3648  ACTUALLY  TOOK  PLACE  ON  APRIL   15     1973 
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Presidential  Taoes  and  Documents 

Statement  by  the  President  Outlining  Procedures 
To  Provide  Information  Related  to  the  Watergate 
Investigation  to  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
November  12, 1973 


66,8     PRESIDENT     NIXON  STATEMENT,   NOVEmEB  12,    1973, 
9  PRESIDENTIAL  DOCUMENTS  1329,    1231 

Administration  of  Richard  Nixon 

PRESIDENTIAL  DOCUMENTS 

Week  Ending  Saturday,  November  17,  1973 


material  was  requested  only  by  the  Special  Prosecutor, 
and  the  court,  who  believed  the  substance  of  nine  presi- 
dential conversations  was  necessary  for  completion  of  the 
Watergate  investigation. 

We  are  complying  fully  with  the  federal  court  decision. 
In  seven  of  nine  instances,  the  actual  recording  of  the 
conversation  is  being  submitted;  this  includes  five  con- 
versations in  which  John  Dean  participated — Septem- 
ber 15,  1972,  March  13,  1973,  two  on  March  21,  1973, 
one  on  March  22,  1973.  For  all  nine  conversations  cov- 
ered by  the  subpoena,  such  contemporaneous  notes  and 
memoranda  as  were  made  of  the  conversations  are  being 
pro\'ided  in  accordance    with  the  court  order. 

Before  discussing  these  matters,  the  issue  of  when  and 
why  the  recorded  conversations  were  listened  to  by  me, 
and  by  others  on  my  behalf,  should  be  placed  in  chrono- 
logical perspective. 

On  June  4,  1973,  I  listened  to  the  tape  recordings  of 
a  number  of  conversations  I  had  with  John  Dean  in  order 
to  refresh  my  memory  of  those  discussions.  All  of  the 
conversations  to  which  I  listened  that  day  had  taken  place 
prior  to  March  21,  1973.  My  purpose  in  reviewing  the 
recordings  of  my  conversations  with  Mr.  Dean  was  to 
confirm  my  recollection  that  he  had  not  reported  certain 
facts  to  me  prior  to  March  21,  1973.  In  late  April  1973, 
I  asked  H.  R.  Haldeman  to  listen  and  report  on  the  con- 
versation of  March  21,  1973,  in  which  he  had  been 
present  for  a  substantial  portion  of  time.  My  primary 
purpose  in  having  Mr.  Haldeman  listen  to  this  tap>e  was 
to  confirm  my  recollection  that  March  21,  1973,  was  the 
date  on  which  John  Dean  had  first  reported  certain  facts 
to  me. 

There  had  been  rumors  and  reports  to  the  contrar)" — 
one  of  them  suggesting  that  John  Dean  and  I  had  met 
30  or  40  times  to  discuss  Watergate — and  I  wanted  io 
refresh  my  recollecdon  as  to  what  was  the  precise  and 
entire  truth. 

On  September  29,  1973,  I  began  a  review  of  the  taf>e 
recordings  subpoenaed  by  the  Special  Prosecutor  for  the 
grand  jury  and  by  the  Senate  Select  Committee.  The 
reason  was  it  had  been  niv  deliberate  intenUon  to  litigate 


.^s  a  consequence  of  the  public  disclosure,  2  weeks  ago, 
that  two  conversations  of  the  President  were  not  recorded 
on  the  White  House  recording  system,  doubts  have  arisen 
about  just  what  happened  to  these  conversations  and 
why  they  were  not  recorded.  The  purpose  of  this  state- 
ment is  to  help  dispel  those  doubts  and  to  spell  out  certain 
steps  I  will  take  to  offer  information  to  the  court  that  will 
help  determine  the  substance  of  all  nine  conversations 
subpoenaed  by  the  court. 

First,  there  are  no  massing  tapes.  There  are  two  con- 
versations requested  by  the  courts  which  were  not  re- 
corded. The  first  is  a  4-minute  conversation  with  the 
former  Attorney  General,  John  MitcheU,  on  June  20, 
1972.  The  second  is  a  meeting  of  55  minutes  with  John 
Dean,  late  in  the  evening  of  Sunday,  April  15,  1973. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that  the  open- 
court  hearing,  now  being  conducted,  will  demonstrate 
to  the  court's  satisfaction  the  truth  of  our  statements  that 
these  two  conversations  were  never  recorded.  In  fact 
there  is  no  affirmative  evidence  to  the  contrary.  I  believe 
that  when  the  court  concludes  its  evaluation  of  the  testi- 
mony and  documentary  evidence,  public  doubt  on  this 
issue  will  be  completely  and  satisfactorily  removed. 

In  the  meantime,  I  believe  it  important  to  make  a 
statement  about  this  proceeding  so  that  misconceptions 
about  this  matter  do  not  persist,  simply  because  certain 
basic  facts  are  not  presented  to  the  American  public. 

First,  the  Senate  Select  Committee  did  not  subpoena 
the  substance  of  the  two  unrecorded  conversations.  That 
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I  have  made  a  diligent  search  for  other  evidentiary 
materials  that  might  shed  light  on  the  substance  of  my 
conversation  with  John  Dean  on  the  evening  of  April  15, 
1973.  Other  than  my  contemporaneous  notes  of  that 
meeting  mentioned  above,  I  have  found  no  such  evidence. 
However,  I  did  meet  with  John  Dean  on  Monday, 
April  16,  1973,  on  two  occasions.  The  first  was  in  the 
morning  in  the  Oval  Office;  the  second  was  in  the  after- 
noon in  the  Executive  Office  Building  office.  This  was 
my  final  meeting  with  Mr.  Dean  before  he  left  the  White 
House  staff.  Both  of  these  conversations  were  recorded  on 
jjj^'hite  House  recording  system.  I  recently  reviewed 
the  recordings  of  these  conversations.  A  comparison  of 
my  notes  of  the  April  15,  1973,  meeting  and  the  record- 
ing of  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Dean  on  the  morning  of 
April  16,  1973,  shows  both  conversations  covered  much 
the  same  subject  matter.  There  are  references  throughout 
the  conversation  on  the  morning  of  April  16  to  the  con- 
versation held  the  evening  before. 

I  shall  voluntarily  submit  to  the  court,  under  the  pro- 
cedures applicable  to  recordings  of  conversations  already 
covered  by  the  court  order,  these  recordings  of  my  two 
conversations  with  John  Dean  on  April  16,  1973. 

In  addition,  as  stated  above  and  consistent  with  the 
court  order,  the  court  will  be  provided  with: 

( 1 )  The  portion  of  the  dictation  belt  containing  my 
recollection  of  the  June  20,  1972,  conversation 
with  Mr.  Mitchell. 

(2)  The  portion  of  the  dictation  belt  of  my  recollec- 
tions of  the  meetings  with  Mr.  Deanon  March  21, 
1973. 

(3)  Contemporaneous  notes  from  the  April  15,  1973, 
conversation  with  Mr.  Dean. 

(4)  All  other  materials  covered  by  the  court  order 
^^Thave  also  authorized  my  Counsel  to  make  avmlable 

to  the  court  certain  tape  recordings  not  covered  by  the 
court  order  to  assist  the  court  in  verifying  that  the  two  con- 
versations in  question  were  not  recorded.  The  additional 
tape  recordings  to  be  provided  are  (a)  the  full  reel  of 
telephone  recordings  covering  the  period  of  June  20, 
1972,  and  (b)  the  two  reels  of  tape  which  were  on  the 
recorders  for  my  Executive  Office  Building  office  on 
April  15,  1973.  This  will  permit  the  court  to  check  the 
sequence  of  the  conversations  against  my  daily  logs  of 
meetings  and  telephone  conversations  already  provided 
to  the  court,  and  thus  further  demonstrate  that  the 
Mitchell  and  Dean  conversations  in  question  were  not 
recorded. 

I  have  also  agreed  that  a  group  of  court-approved 
independent  experts  employing  the  most  advanced  tech- 
nological methods  shall  examine  all  tapes  in  question  for 
any  evidence  of  alterations  to  the  tapes. 

It  is  my  hope  that  these  steps  will  clear  up  this  aspect 
of  the  Watergate  matter  once  and  for  all. 


National  Farm-City  Week,  1973 

Proclamation  4254.     November  12,  1973 

By    the    President    of    the    United    States    of    America 
a  Proclamation 

Never  before  in  history  has  so  much  of  the  world  looked 
to  the  American  farmer  for  its  food  supply.  The  ability  of 
less  than  3  million  farmers  to  keep  Americans  the  best-fed 
people  in  the  world,  while  simultaneously  meeting  the 
demands  of  coundess  millions  overseas,  is  one  of  our 
Nation's  greatest  success  stories.  This  success  has  contrib- 
uted significantly  not  only  to  our  own  economic  well- 
being  but  also  to  the  peace  and  progress  of  all  mankind. 
A  strong  bond  of  interdependence  links  America's 
farms  to  America's  cities.  We  should  do  everything  we 
can  to  strengthen  that  bond.  People  in  rural  areas  and 
people  in  urban  areas  must  become  increasingly  aware  of 
the  needs  and  aspirations  of  those  who  live  elsewhere,  for 
neither  group  can  prosper  without  the  other.  National 
Farm-City  Week  is  an  excellent  vehicle  for  advancing 
this  purpose. 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Richard  NtxoN,  President  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America,  do  hereby  designate  the 
period  of  November  16  through  November  22  as  National 
Farm-City  Week. 

I  call  on  our  agricultural  organizations,  business  groups, 
labor  unions,  schools,  and  other  interested  groups,  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  observance.  I  request  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  our  land-grant  educational  institutions,  and 
all  appropriate  organizations  and  government  officials  to 
mark  the  significance  of  National  Farm-City  Week  with 
special  events  and  activities. 

In  Wftness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
this  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
nineteen  hundred  seventy-three,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  ninety- 
eighth. 

Richard  Ndcon 


[Filed    with 


the    Office    of    the    Federal    Register, 
November  12,  1973) 


2:27    p.m.. 


South  Pacific  Commission 

Announcement  of  Appointment  of  D.Hebden  PorUus 
as  an  Alternate  United  States  Commisdoner. 
November  13, 1973 

The  President  today  announced  the  appointment  of 
D.  Hebden  Porteus,  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  as  an  Alternate 
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57.     On  April  15,  1973  from  10:16  to  11:15  p.m.  the  President  met  with 
H.  R.  Haldeman  and  John  Ehrllchman  In  the  President's  EOB  office.  During 
this  meeting  Ehrllchman  at  the  President's  request  telephoned  Patrick 
Gray  and  discussed  the  documents  taken  from  Hunt's  White  House  safe  and 
given  to  Gray  by  Dean  In  June  1972.  Shortly  thereafter  Ehrllchman  tele- 
phoned Gray  and  had  a  second  conversation  regarding  the  contents  of  Hunt's 
safe.  Ehrllchman  told  Gray  that  Dean  had  told  the  prosecutors  that  he 
had  delivered  two  of  Hunt's  files  to  Gray.  Gray  told  Ehrllchman  that  he 
had  destroyed  the  documents. 
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57.1     PRESIDENT  NIXON  DAILY  DIARl,  APRIL  IS,    1973,    EXHIBIT  20, 
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The  President  talked  with  Army  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Alexander  M.  Haig,  Jr. 

The  President  talked  with  television  writer  and  producer 
Paul  H.  Keyes. 

The  President  telephoned  his  Press  Secretary,  Ronald  L.- 
Ziegler.   The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  v/ith  his  Assistant,  Henry  A.  Kissinger. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Ziegler. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Richard  G. 
Kleindienst.   The  President's  Special  Assistant,  Stephen  B. 
Bull,  took  the  call. 

The  President  had  breakfast. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Mr.  Kissinger.   Mr.  Bull  took 
the  call. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  talked  with  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  President  went  to  the  Oval  Office. 

The  President  met  with  his  Assistant,  John  D.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  returned  to  the  second  floor  Residence. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Yellow  Oval  Rooia. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  had  coffee  with: 

Rev.  Edward  V.  Kill,  pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion 

Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Edward  V.  Hill 

The  Presidential  party  went  to  the  East  Room. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  hosted  a  worship  sei-vice 
conducted  by  Rev.  iir.  Hill.   The  Rochester  tole  Chorus  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota  also  participated  in  the  service.   For 
a  list  of  guests,  see  APPEXDTX  "A." 
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The  PresidenC  and  Che  First  Lady,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  wont  to  the  State  Dining  Room.   Enroute,  tliey 
participated  in  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Staircase. 

l/hite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  received  their  guests. 
Members  of  the  press,  in/out 
White  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  went  to  the  Grand  Hall. 

The  President  and  the  First  Lady  participated  in  a  photo 
opportunity  with  the  Rochester  Male  Chorus. 
.  \^ite  House  photographer,  in/out 

The  President  went  to  his  office  in  the  EOB. 

The  President  met  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  met  with  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

The  President  talked  with  his  Assistant,  H.  R.  Haldenuu. 

The  President  was  telephoned  by  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 
The  call  was  not  completed. 

The  President  talked  with  Attorney  General  Kleindienst. 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Rebozo.   The  call  was  not 
completed. 

The  President  net  v.'ith: 

Attorney  General  Kleindienst 

Henry  E.  Petersen,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

The  President  telephoned  Mr.  Khrlichraan.   The  call  was  not 
completed.  , 

The  President  went  to  West  Executive  Avenue. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Rebozo  motored  from  the  EOB  to  Pier  Ono 
of  ttie  Wnshin:7,rcn  Navy  Yard.   Enroutv^,  the  President 
greeted  r.-.cnbors  of  the  crowd  asseribloci  at  the  north  exit 
of  V.'est  Executive  Avenue. 

Tlic  President  r.nd  Mr.  Rebozo  boarded  the  Sequf  i-i . 
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APRIL  15,    1973 

THE  VnilTE  HOUSF. 

Tf.ME                   DAY 
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WASIITMCTOM,    D.C. 

5:32   n.ui.    SU;,T)AY 

I'MONIi 

11ME 

P  -KbctJ 

ACTIVinC 

lo 

Chit 

Lo 

LD 

Tlie  PresidcnC  and  Mr.    Rebozo  were   greeted  by   Lt.   Cdr. 

Andrew  J.    Combe.    Captain  of   the   Sequoia. 

5:37 

7:24 

The  President  went  boating  on.  Che  Sequoia.     He  was 
accompanied  by: 
Mr.    F.ebozo 

Lt.    Col.   William  L.   Golden,   Military  Aide 
Maj.   Gen.   Ualter  R.   Tkach,   Personal  Physiciaa 
Maaolo   Sanchez,   valet 

7:24 

The  Seauoia  docked   at  Pier  One  of   the  Washington  Navy  Yard 

■ 

7:34 

7:42 

The  President  and  Mr.   Rebozo  motored  from  Che  Washington  N 
Yard   Co  West   Executive  Avenue. 

avy 

7:43 

The   President   returned   to  his  office   in   Che   EOB. 

7:50 

9:15 

The  PresidenC  met  wich: 
Jlr.    Ehrlichman 
Mr .   Haldeman 

8:14 

8:18 

P 

The  President   talked  wich  Mr.    Pecersen. 

8:25 

8:26 

P 

Tlie  President   talked  wich  Kr.   PeCersen. 

9:17 

10:12 

The   President  met  with  his  Counsel,   John  W.    Dean  HI. 

9:39 

9:41 

P 

The  PresidenC   Calked  with  Mr.    PeCersen. 

10:16 

11:15 

The  President  met  with: 
Mr,    Haldeman 
Mr.    Ehrlichman 

11:21 

Tne   PresidenC   recurned   to   Che   second   floor  Residence. 

11:45 

11:53 

P 

The  PresidenC   calked  wich  Mr.   PeCersen. 
C'.'/rn  /  rn                                                                                                         ... 
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Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  don"t  think — well,  I  don't  know  whether  there 
was  testimony  about  that.  That  is  not  a  phrase  that  I  have  ever  testified 
to.  I  don"t  recall  that  phrase  being  used. 

Senator  Gxjrney.  Your  recollection  then  is  that  it  was  just  made 
known  to  Gray  that  these  were  very  sensitive  documents,  and  he  ought    ■ 
to  make  sure  they  were  kept  very  sensitive  and  no  one  sa,w  them.  Is  that 
the  gist  of  it? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  No;  I  think  the  word  "politically"  was  in  it.  I 
think  it  was  very  clear  they  had  political  overtones  rather  than  saying 
sensitive  from  a  national  security  standpoint  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Senator  Gukn'ey.  Was  there  any  discussion  at  that  meeting  that 
would  give  Gray  the  thought  that  he  ought  to  destroy  them? 

Mr.  EHRLICH3IAN.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Gurxey.  You  are  positive  on  that  score? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  And  the  reason  that  I  am  positive,  Senator,  is 
that  when  I  heard  that  he  had  in  fact  destroyed  them  I  was  just  non- 
plussed. There  was  just  nothing  in  the  contemplation  of  the  people 
in  that  room  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  that  would  have  led  to  that 
kind  of  a  conclusion. 

Senator  Gurxet.  Did  you  ever  have  any  communication  with  Mr. 
Gray  about  these  documents  after  that  meeting? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax'.  Yes,  sir. 
enator  GuRXEY;^And  recount  that  to  the  committee. 
Ir.  Ehrlichmax.  That  was  in  April  of  this  year.  We  had  a  conver- 
sation. The  President  asked  me  to  telephone  Mr.  Gray,  it  was  a  Sun- 
day night,  and  it  was  the  15th  of  April,  at  about  lO.'lS  p.m.  I  was  in 
the  President's  EOB  office,  and  he  had  had  a  meeting  that  day  with 
Mr.  Kleindienst.  The  subject  of  these  documents  came  up  at  that  meet- 
ing, and  the  President  asked  me  to  call  Mr.  Gray  and  find  out  what 
the  documents  were  and  where  they  were.  So  I  did  that.  Mr.  Gray  was 
not  home.  When  he  got  home  he  called  back  and  we  completed  the 
conversation  in  the  President's  office. 

Do  you  want  the  substance  of  the  conversation  ? 

Senator  Gtirxey.  Yes. 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  I  told  him  at  that  time  that  the  delivery  of  the 
documents  to  him  had  been  the  subject  of  this  conversation  between 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  President :  that  Mr.  Dean  apparently 
had  told  tlie  prosecuting  attomev  about  the  fact  that  he  had  made  the 
delivery.  Mr.  Gray  said,  "Well,  he  can't  say  that."  And  I  said,  ^Well, 
he  did  say  that."  and  he  said  "If  he  says  that,  I  will  deny  it,"  and 
I  said  "Well,  Pat.  it  isn't  a  subject  for  denial.  Obviously  it's  not  some- 
thing you  can  deny,  I  recall  the  episode  very  clearly."  Well,  he  says, 
"You  have  got  to  back  me  up  on  this."  Then  he  went  on  to  say  "I 
destroyed  tlie  documents." 

That  totallv  nonplussed  me  and  I  said  something  rather  confused 
aiul  said  goodby  and  hung  up  and  reported  to  the  President  that  he 
liad,  in  fact,  just  told  nie  tliat  ho  had  destroyed  the  documents. 

We  talked  almut  the  implications  of  that,  and  I  said  "I  don't  think 
tliat  I  completely  closed  the  door  with  Mr.  Gray  just  now  on  whether 
or  not  I  would  back  him  up  if  he  denied  receiving  the  documents." 

So  I  placed  a  second  call  right  tlien.  and  I  said  "Pat,  I  didn't  respond 
clear  enough  to  your  suggestion  and  T  just  want  to  tell  you,  as  I  have 
to  tell  yon,  that  I  would  have  no  choice  if  I  were  asked  but  to  sav 
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that  I  was  present  at  the  time  the  documents  were  delivered  to  you." 
And  he  said  "I  xindei-stand.  I  guess  I  will  have  to  do  what  I  have  to 
do"   or   words  to   this  effect,   and   that  is  the  end  of  the  second 
conversation. 
Senator  Gitrney.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  think  my  time 


has  ehapsed,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Ervin.  Unless  there  is  some  objection  the  committee  will 
take  a  recess  at  this  time  until  2  o'clock. 

[Whereupon  at  12  noon,  the  committee  recessed  to  reconvene  at 
2  p.m.,  the  same  day.] 

AiTERKOON  Session,  Wednesday,  July  25,  1973 

Senator  Ervin.  I  wish  to  reiterate  the  request  to  the  audience  to 
refrain  from  expressing  approval  or  disapproval  of  anything  said  or 
done.  I  have  to  say  that  probably  Senator  Baker  and  myself  were 
quite  guilty  of  a  little  contributory  negligence,  we  both  so  interested 
ourselves  and  probably  laughed  and  probably  set  an  example  for 
others,  but  I  do  ask  in  the  interest  of  the  work  of  the  committee,  from 
the  interest  of  fairness  to  witnesses,  that  the  audience  will  refrain  from 
expressing  approval  or  disapproval  in  any  audible  manner  in  respect 
to  any  matter  or  thing.  It  will  certainly  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
committee  as  well  as  contribute  to  a  proper  hearing. 

Senator  Inouye. 

Senator  Inotjyt:.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Ehrlichman,  a  few  days  ago  Mr.  Alexander  Butterfield 
described  in  great  detail  the  electronic  audio  recording  devices  which 
have  been  established  and  installed  in  the  "White  House,  in  the  Oval 
Room,  in  the  Executive  Office  Building,  and  elsewhere.  Yesterday  in 
colloquy  with  one  of  my  colleagues  here  when  the  tapes  were  men-, 
tioned  you  indicated  that  you  were  certain  that  if  these  tapes  were 
made  public  they  would  support  your  contention,  they  would  support 
your  innocence.  Is  my  memory  correct,  sir? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  That  is  my  feeling,  Senator. 

Senator  Inouye.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  has,  by  letter, 
indik;ated  that  he  has  no  intention  to  release  these  tapes  and  tomorrow 
I  presume  we  will  know  very  officially  what  his  decision  will  be,  but  it 
would  appear  at  this  point  that  these  tapes  will  not  be  made  public. 

I  have  heard  legal  scholars  suggest  that  this  fact  could  serve  as  a 
defense  for  persons  who  may  be  indicted  for  certain  criminal  activities 
which  may  have  involved  the  White  House.  One  may  argue  that  the 
tapes  include  indispensable  evidence  to  prove  innocence,  and  this  would 
be  sufficient  for  defense  to  move  for  the  dismissal  of  an  indictment. 
"What  are  your  thoughts,  sir? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Well,  as  I  tried  to  indicate  yesterday,  I  have  been 
on  the  other  side  of  the  problem  here  where  I  was  sitting  by  the  Presi- 
dent trying  to  approach  a  problem  which  involved  the  rights  of  indi- 
vidiials  and  also  the  interest  of  the  country,  and  they  frequently  do  not 
coincide. 

Senator  Inol^te.  My  question 

Mr.  EiiRLicmrAN.  1  understand. 

Senator  Ixouit..  My  question  is  "if,"'  and  this  is  a  very  "iffy"  ques- 
tion, and  please  forgive  me  for  that,  but  if  the  U.S.  Prosecutor  should 
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Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  Well,  my  problem  was  not  with  ifr.  Gray  per- 
sonally with  regard  to  leaks.  Obviously,  we  would  not  have  turned  the 
documents  over  to  him  if  we  thought  he  was  going  to  leak  them. 

The  problem  was,  as  you  read  in  the  first  transcript,  was  with  a  staff 
person  high  up  in  the  FBI  or  at  least,  we  suspected  it  was,  we  never 
established  it.  At  the  time  we  had  had  a  number  of  conversations  with 
Mr.  Gray  about  the  problem,  and  I  had  had  some  conversations  with 
Mr.  Kleindienst  about  the  problem,  and  we  had  conversations  about 
liow  to  solve  the  problem.  ^Vlien  T  said  we  went  around  i\Ir.  Grav,  it 
was  that  Mr.  Kleindienst.  unknown  to  Mr.  Gray,  so  that  he  would" not 
even  know  it  was  being  done,  was  going  to  plant  a  stor\-  or  a  fact,  and 
we  were  going  to  see  in  such  a  way  that  the  individual  under  suspicion 
might  be  disclosed.  It  was  a  long  shot  but  it  might  have  worked. 

Now,  I  had  implicit  confidence  in  Mr.  Gray  as  not  being  the  source 
of  the  leak  because  we  had  had  experience  with  Mr.  Gray  in  the  Justice 
Department  and  at  HEW  before  that,  and  he  was  extraordinarily 
reliable,  and  so  that  was  not  the  problem,  and  I  hope  that  I  did  not — 
I  hope  we  made  that 

Senator  Weickze.  I  do  not  think  you  did  because  you  repeat  your 
sentence  to  us  because  at  that  time  we,  and  I  assume  that  is  you,  "were 
talking  with  Mr.  Kleindienst  about  how  to  go  about  smoking  out  this 
problem  around  Mr.  Gray,  frankly." 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  That  is  right,  and  the  problem  was  on  his  staff. 
It  was  a  holdover  from  the  FBI  who  had  been  there  when  Mr.  Gray 
came. 

Senator  Weicker.  Do  you  go  around  people  when  you  trust  them  ? 
_Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Sometimes,  sometimes,  and  it  "was  Mr.  Klein- 
dienst's  view  that  that  was  a  way  to  proceed  and  I  do  not  say  it  was 
his  view  or  mine,  but  that  we  would  not  bring  Mr.  Gray  into  our  con- 
fidence with  regard  to  Mr.  Kleindienst's  idea  for  planting  a  story. 
That  is  the  only  time  we  went  around  Mr.  Gray,  that  I  can  think  of. 

Senator  Weicker.  One  last  series  of  questions,  sir. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  mean  to — I  can  see  you  warming  up  on  that 
microphone  and  I  just  want  to  make  sure  I  am  not 

Senator  Ervin.  You  just  said  one  last  question,  I  was  not  wanting 
you  to  ask  one  last  question,  I  was  going  to  get  there  so  I  would  not 
fail  to  recognize  Senator  ilontoya.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you  can 
o  ahead  and  ask  more  than  one  last  question. 
Senator  Weicker.  This  will  be  my  last  series  on  this  go-around. 

You  testified  yesterday  that  on  April  15  you  called  Pat  Gray  and 
that  he  told  you  he  had  taken  the  Hunt  papers  to  Connecticut  and 
destroyed  them.  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  do  not  recall  his  telling  me  that  he  took  them 
to  Connecticut. 

Senator  Weicker.  All  right.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  destroyed  them? 

Mr.  Ehrliceman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Weicker.  Now,  let  me  read  your  testimony  at  that  point. 

That  was —  '"" 

and  this  was  in  response  to  Senator  Giimey — 

That  was  in  April  of  this  year,  we  had  a  conversation.  The  President  asked 
me  to  telephone  Mr.  Gray.  It  was  Sunday  nicht  and  it  was  the  ISth  of  April  at 
about  10:15  p.m.  I  was  in  the  President's  EOB  OflBce  and  he  had  a  meeting  that 
day  with  Mr.  Kleindienst.  The  subject  of  these  documents  came  up  at  that  meet- 
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insT  and  the  President  asked  me  to  call  Mr.  Gray  and  find  out  what  the  documents 
were  and  where  they  were.  So  I  did  that.  Mr.  Gray  was  not  home.  When  he  got 
home  he  calle<l  back  and  we  completed  the  conversation  in  the  President's  office. 

Now,  let  me  ask  you  this.  After  you  received  the  word  from  Mr. 
Gray,  which  I  believe  was  on  April  the  loth,  did  you  transmit  that 
information  to  the  President? 

Mr.  EiiRLiCHjiAX.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Weicker.  On  what  day  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  He  was  sitting  right  there.  I  transmitted  it  in- 
stantly. 

Senator  Weicker.  He  was  sitting  with  you  when  you  made  this  call 
to  Pat  Grav? 

Mr.  EnRLicHMAX.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Weicker.  And  this  was  on  April  15?  Is  that  correct? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Weicker.  Was  any  action  taken  by  the  President,  any  ac- 
tion recommended  by  you,  when  you  received  word  that  the  Director 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Invest iirat ion  had  gone  along  and.  in  fact, 
burned  or  destroyed,  rather.  Department  files  ? 

Mr.  EiTRLiCHMAX'.  Yes,  sir.  The  President  took  the  action  that  was 
taken,  and  his  first,  action  was  to  contact  either  !Mr.  Kleindienst  or 
l\Ir.  Petersen,  I  am  not  sure  which  of  the  two  it  was,  and  he  was  asked 
to  do  nothing  further  until  they  had  an  opportunity  to  check  into  it 
and  report  back. 

Senator  Weicker.  In  other  words,  he  asked  for  a  report. 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  Well,  he  asked  for  an  investigation  and  a  corrob- 
oration of  this,  and  circumstances  surrounding  it  so  that  he  would 
know  how  to  take  the  next  step. 

Senator  Weicker.  Gray  admitted  to  you  that  he  had  destroyed  the 
files? 

Mr.  EHRLicHiiAX.  That  is  correct. 

Senator  Weicker.  What  is  there  to  investigate  in  this  matter? 

Mr.  EHRLicH3r.\x.  Well,  you  have  a  situation  that  ob\-iously  is  con- 
siderably more  than  just  an  employment  problem  here,  and  the  Presi- 
dent felt — you  see  he  had  spent  the  major  portion  of  that  day  or  a  good 
portion  of  that  day  with  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Assistant  At- 
torney General  on  the  whole  case,  and  he  was  desirous  of  making  sure 
that  any  step  that  he  took  was  in  coordination  with  those  gentlemen, 
and  he,"  as  a  matter  of  fact,  forbore  to  take  a  number  of  steps  on  his 
own  motion  in  order  to  work  in  concert  with  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Assistant  Attorney  General.  ^Ir.  Petersen. 

Senator  Weicker.  So  on  April  15  you  and  the  President  learned 
that  files  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  reaction  of  the  President  is  "We 
are  going  to  get  a  report." 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  No,  he  was  obviously  very  concerned  and  upset  by 
Uiis,  and- 


Senator  Weicker.  Well,  let  me  re<x>unt  to  you  a  personal  experience 
because  I  had  the  identical  experience  that  you  and  the  President  had 
on  April  25.  I  was  called  by  the  Director,  who  was  still  the  A,cting 
Director,  even  though  he  had  mitTed  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  head  of  the  Domestic  Council,  that  is.  had  burned  the 
record.  I  was  called  by  the  Acting  FBI  Director  in  his  office  and  I  sat 
in  the  chair  and  the  Acting  Director  turned  to  me  and  in  essence  said 
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tliia  liad  to  he  done  in  an  oi'det'ly  fashion  by  the  law  enforcement  people 
wiio  were  responsible  for  the  prosecution  of  the  case.  As  it  turned  out  it 
was  well  that  lie  did  because  Mr.  Petereeu,  in  pursuing  tlie  investiga- 
tion with  ilr.  Gray,  was  able  to  develop  other  facts  as  a  result  of  being 
able  to  do  so  without  the  cameras  on,  so  to  speak,  which  are  as  I  am 
sure  you  recognize  both  a  positive  and  a  negative  aspect  of  a  matter 
of  this  kind  in  terms  of  adducing  the  facts. 

Xow,  I  think  that  in  hindsight,  while  it  may  sound  very  self-ser^dng 
for  me  to  say  so,  the  President  took  precisely  the  right  steps  in  im- 
mediately informing  Mr.  Petersen  as  he  did,  so  that  the  prosecutors 
and  the  law  enforcement  people  could  do  their  work  in  making  the 
scales  before  it  was  all  over  the  newspapers.  Now  the  identical  same 
consideration  applied  in  John  Dean's  situation  where  the  President 
forbore  to  discharge  Mr.  Dean  at  Henry  Petersen's  request,  to  give 
Mr.  Petersen  and  his  people  an  opportunity  to  complete  their  work 
before  that  relationship  was  severed. 

Now,  I  think  that  we  don't  always  have  the  luxury  of  gratifjang  our 
first  instincts  about  a  matter  of  this  kind  when  we  have  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  orderly  discussion  of  the  laws  in  a  prosecution  of  this 
kind. 

Senator  Weicker.  WTiat  was  the  purpose  of  your  phone  call  on 


April  15  to  Mr.  Gray,  incidentally? 

Mr.  Ehrlich:man.  I  explained  it  was  the  result  of  the  President's 
conversation  that  day  with  the  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Petersen,  in 
which  the  question  of  these  documents  came  up,  and  the  question  that 
he  put  to  me,  was  whether  I  had  any  information  with  regard  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  documents,  and  I  said  "yes,  I  did."  I  was  there  at 
the  time  when  an  envelope  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Dean  to  IMr.  Gray, 
and  that  he  said,  "yes,  that  they  were  aware  of  this,"  and  he  said,  "Has 
Gray  ever  given  them  back  ?" 

And  I  said,  "I  don't  know." 

And  he  said,  "Get  on  the  phone  and  get  ahold  of  Gray  and  tell  him 
what  we  know  about  this  and  find  out  where  those  documents  are  and 
what  is  in  them." 

Senator  "Weicker.  In  other  words,  the  enforcement  agencies,  the 
enforcement  agencies  had  been  working  prior  to  April  15. 

ilr.  Ehrlichmax.  Oh,  sure. 

Senator  Weicker.  The  information  had  been  given  before  the  grand 
jury  by  Mr.  Dean ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichmax.  I  don't  tliink  Dean  had  been  to  the  grand  jury,  I 
think  Dean  had  talked  with  the  prosecutors  and  had  given  them  some 
of  this  information,  if  not  all  of  it,  but  we  were  operating  with  what 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  had  told  the 
President,  which  the  President  recalled  of  the  conversation  and  was 
imparting  to  me. 

Senator  Weicker.  Well,  I  would  just  conclude  by  again  asking  you 
why  Mr.  Gray  was  left  in  place  when  this  infi)rmation  was  known  to 
3'ou  and  to  the  President  and  other  meniheis  of  the  e\e<'uti\"e  branclu 

Ml'.  Eiii;i,i(ir:M.\x.  Well.  1  he!ie\'e  T  have  answered  thtit  ouestion. 
Senator  AVeicker.  Tt  was  in  aid  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General. 
'Sir.  Petersen,  and  t!ie  Attorney  General.  Mr.  ICleindienst.  T  ivcall  hear- 
ing lati'r  that  ^Ir.  I'eterscii  liad.  in  farr.  inter-.iewed  Mr.  Gray  follow- 
ing tliis,  and  liad  i-ecei\ed  <'onflictin<r  stories.  This  would  have  Iven 
prior,  I  guess,  to  your  interview  with  ^Ir.  Gray,  and  finally  that  the 
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inath»r  liad  been  I'esolvod.  Tlicy  wanted  to  get  a  written  statement,  they 
wanted  to  get  the  kind  of  evidence  that  tliey  coidd  nse  in  court,  apjiar- 
ently,  and  so  the  President  was  giving  thom  an  o[)pottnnity  t(j  do  that 
^^^^\ind  of  thing. 

Senator  Weicker.  This  wasn't  the  first  time  that  you  left  ifr.  Gray 
in  piace,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Eiiin.iciiMAx.  The  fii-st  time  that  I  left  Mr.  Gray  in  place  ? 

Senator  Wek-ker.  Tliis  wasn't  the  first  time,  in  other  words,  that  in 
an  adverse  situation  to  Mr.  Gray  he  liad  been  left  in  place,  is  that 
correct  ? 

]Mr.  EiiRi-UinrAX.  I  am  sorrj-,  I  don't  understaiad  your  question. 

Senator  Weicker.  Well,  for  instance,  during  his  confirination  hear- 
ings, when  he  ran  into  some  heavy  weather,  did  you  have  any  com- 
ments to  make  at  that  time  '. 

Mr.  Ehrlichji.^x.  Did  I  ? 

Senator  Weicker.  Yes,  about  Mr.  Gray. 

Mr.  EriRLiCHMAN.  Yes,  indeed. 

Senator  Weicker.  Can  you  remember  what  you  said  about  him  in 
the  confirmation  hearings  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Ehrligh>i.\n.  I  think  you  probably  are  referring  to  my  saying 
that  he  was  hanging  in  the  wind  and  should  be  left  to  spin  slowly' 

Senator  Weicker.  Yes.  Let  him  hang  there,  •■Well,  I  think  we  ought 
to  let  him  hang  there,  let  him  twist  slowly,  slowly  in  the  wind." 

ilr.  Ehrlichmax.  That  is  my  metaphor,  yes. 

Senator  Weicker.  And  he  was  twisting  slowly,  slowly  in  the  wind 
on  April  15  ? 

Mr.  EiiRLicnirAX.  He  was  being  investigated,  investigated,  and 
investigated  on  April  1?, 

Senator  Weicker.  I  have  no  further  questions,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Senator  Ervix.  Senator  Montoya. 

Senator  Moxtota.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

I  know  we  have  been  on  this  burglary  for  quite  some  time,  but  I 
wanC  to  clear  one  point,  Mr.  Ehrlichman. 

At  what  point  did  you  feel  that  the  FBI  really  got  into  the  investi- 
gation of  the  Ellsberg  case  in  a  manner  that  was  satisfactory  to  "WTiite 
House  expectations? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  I  cannot  fix  that  date,  Senator,  except  to  say  that 
it  was  sometime  prior  to  September  20,  because  I  do  recall  a  meeting 
either  that  day  or  very  close  to  it. 

Senator  Montoya.  Is  that  September  20, 1971  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Montoya.  And  the  burglary  occurred  on  or  about  Septem- 
ber 3  or  4  of  1971? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Around  that  time. 

Senator  ]Montoy.\.  Yes. 

And  I  believe  your  testimony  indicated  that  you  were  notified  by- 
Mr.  Krogh  and  Mr.  Liddy  or  either  of  them  while  you  were  at  Cape 
Cod  what,  2  or  3  days  later  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  ^VIoxtoya.  When  were  you  notified  ? 

Mr.  Ehrlichman.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  T  was  notified  after 
I  returned  to  the  city  having  been 

Senator  Montoya.  \Mien? 
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a  report  like  that  from  Gray,  I  would  pass  it  along  to  Dean. 
I  aiti  quite  sure  I  did. 

Then  the  next  conversation  I  had  vd.th  Gray  jiljout 
this  was  the  night  of  the  15th  of  April  of  this  year  when  I 
finally  reached  him  after  he  had  arrived  back  from  Connecticut 
where  he  had  been  for  the  weekend.   That  must  have  been  at 
ten  or  ten-thirty  in  the  evening. 

I  advised  him  at  that  time  that  John  Dean  had  dis- 
cussed with  you  gentlemen  the  delivery  of  a  portion  of  the 
Hunt  safe  contents  to  Gray. 

Do  you  want  me  to  recount  the  conversation? 
Q    Please  do. 

A    All  right.   He  said  substantially,  "John  Dean  can't 
say  that."   I  said,  "Well,  Pat,  he  already  has." 

Then  he  said,  "Well,  you  can't  let  him  say  that. 
If  he  says  that,  I'll  deny  I  ever  got  the  papers." 

I  said,  "I  don't  see  how  you  can  do  that."   He  said, 
"I  have  destroyed  them." 

I  said  something  of  surprise  in  response  to  that, 
and  he  said,  "You've  got  to  back  me  up  on  this,  that  I  never 
got  those  papers." 

I  said,  "Well,  Pat,  I  certainly  don't  want  to  do 
anything  to  hurt  you,  but  at  the  Scime  time  I  don't  hardly  see 
how  I  can  do  something  of  that  sort." 

I  was  probably  more  equivocal  on  that.   I  was 
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vaguer  than  that  in  my  response,  but  that  v/as  the  substance 
of  the  conversation. 

3  The  reason  that  I  recall  that  I  was  sojaewhat  equivo- 

4  cal  on  that  was  that  after  a  few  minutes  I  called  him  back, 

5  feeling  that  I  had  not  been  sufficiently  definite  with  him. 

6  I  said,  "Pat,  I've  been  thinking  about  what  we  just 
said,  and  I  wouldn't  want  to  leave  it  with  you  that  1  had  in 
any  way  agreed  to  the  suggestion  that  you  made  that  I  should 
go  along  with  you  on  this.   I  just  can't." 

I  saldL,    "If  I  am  asked,  I  would  have  to  say  that  I 
saw  you  talce  delivery  on  this,  the  contents." 

He  said,  "Well,  I  just  don't  know  what  I'm  going  to 
do",  and  that  was  substantially  the  end  of  the  conversation. 

Q    Sir,  let  me  ask  you  this.   Between  the  first  and 
the  second  call  that  you  made,  how  much  time  had  transpired? 
A    Ten  minutes,  perhaps. 
Q    Had  you  discussed  your  first  call  to  him  with  any- 
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one? 

A    Yes. 

Q    With  who  was  that,  sir? 

A    The  President  and  Mr.  Haldeman. 

Q    It  was  decided  that  you  should  call  back  and  made 
it  unequivocal? 

A    No.   I  did  that  on  my  c^n  motion-   I  expcressed  a 
lack  of  ease  about  the  way  I  had  left  it  with  him,  and  T  just 
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felt  that  I  had  to  get  that  cleared  up  right  then. 

Q    I'Jhat  was  your  ptirpose  in  calling  in  the  first  place? 

A    I  had  been  asked  to  do  that. 

Q    Can  you  tell  tha  Grand  Jury  as  to  who? 

A    Hell,  the  President  asked  me  to  do  thai:  based  on 
information  that  ha  had  that  I  did  not  have. 

He  wanted  \s&   to  tall  Mr.  Gray  this  information  which 
the  President  aalned   me  to  pass  along  to  him. 

Q    Had  yon  ever  heard  frcm  anyone,  prior  to  that  re- 
quest from  the  President,  or  from  your  conversation  with  Mr» 
Gray,  that  the  materials  had  been  destroyed? 

A    No.  That  day  was  the  first  day  that  I  had  heard 
that. 

Q    Apart  from  that  caae  oblique  reference  that  you  in- 
dicated took  place  in  a  conversation  vith  Mr.  Gray,  and  that 
you  passed  on  to  Mr.  Dean,  had  the  subject  matter  of  those 
materials  ever  been  discussed  anywhere,  at  any  time,  with 
jinyone  else  by  you  or  in  your  presence? 

A    Other  than  Dean  or  Gray,  I  would  say  not. 

Q    All  right.   Let's  go  back  to  after  the  transfer  took 


I  place,  which  you  have  described  to  the  ladies  amd  gentlemen 

li 

of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  prior  to  your  conversation  with  fir. 

Gray  on  the  telephone  inquiring  about  this,  you  already  men- 
tioned that  there  was  one  oblique  reference,  you  indicated  by 
Mr.  Gray,  to  tha  papers,  and  tliat  you  made  kind  of  an  oblique 
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office,  right  out  in  front  of  my  desk,  like  this  (indicating), 
catercornered,  right  out  in  front  of  it,  and  I  was  sitting  in 
my  chair,  back  here  (indicating). 

Q    Did  he,  in  any  way,  indicate  surprise  at  your  ad- 
mission, shock? 

A    Oh,  I  think  he  was  sick.   I  could  gather  that  from 
him,  but,  you  know,  he  didn't  say  to  me,  "Pat,  I'm  sorry  for 
you,"  or,  you  know,  anything  like  that.   There  weren't  any 
words  to  that  effect, 

I  mean,  he  could  see  me.   He  knew  how  badly  I  felt. 
He  didn't  have  to  say  anything  about  it,  I  don't  think. 
BY  MR.  GOLDMAN: 

Q    Is  there  anything  that  you  gave  you  the  impression 
as  to  whether  he  knew  previous  to  your  admission  the  true 
facts? 

A    No,  not  at  all, 

Q    Nothing  said  about  that? 

A    Not  at  all,  no. 


Q    Now,  you  mentioned  some  phone  calls  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday.  I  guess  14:,   was,  the  15th  of  April? 
A     That  is  correct,  Mr.  Goldman. 
Q     Could  you  tell  us  about  those,  please? 
A     Yes,  I'll  tell  you  about  those  to  the  best  of  my 


memory . 


My  wife  and  I  had  driven  back  from  Connecticut  that 
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night  and  we  got  to  our  apartment  about  8:45,  and  got  our 
things  upstairs  at  about  9:00  o'clock.   And  as  I  walked  into 
the  apartment,  I  saw,  on  a  little  telephone  table,  the  white 
light  -was  on  on  my  Bureau  telephone.   This  is  a'special  tele- 

5  phone  I  had  directly  to  the  Bureau  switchboard,  and  when  that 

6  white  light's  on,  it  indicates  that  the  Bureau  had  a  call  for 
me. 

8  So,  as  I  came  in,  I  picked  up  the  telephone  and  I 

9  asked  the  operator,  I  said,  "Operator,  do'  you  have  a  call  for 

10  me?"  And  she  said,  "Yes.   Mr.  Ehrlichman  called."   And  I 

11  said,  "Did  he  indicate  whether  or  not  he  wanted  me  to  call 

12  him  back?"  And  she  said,  "No.   He  did  not  indicate  that." 

13  So  I  hung  up  the  phone,  and  then  we  sat  around  the 

14  table  and  had  some  tea,  and  then  my  wife  put  our  things  away 

15  and  I  began  to  go  to  work  on  some  of  the  Bureau  papers  that 
](;    I  had  in  the  briefcase,  and  about,  oh,  I  guess  almost  45 

17  minutes  to  an  hour  went  by.   And  I  picked  up  the  phone  again 

18  and  I  asked  the  Bureau  operator  again,  and  said,  "Operator, 

10    are  you  sure  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman  didn't  want  me  to  return  his 

20  call?"   And  she  said,  "Yes,  I'm  sure." 

21  So  then  I  put  my  papers  together  and  ray  wife,  in  the 
52    meantime,  had  opened  up  the  sofa  fold-a-way  bed  type  thing 

we  had  and  gotten  in  bed,  and  then  I  got  in  bed,  and  I  guess 
I  got  in  bed  about  10:00  or  ten  minutes  after  10:00,  and  it 
was  about  10:30  when  the  Bureau  phone  rang  and  the  operator 
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said,  "Mr.  Ehrlichman  wants  to  speak  to  you."  And  my  best 
memory  of  that  conversation  is  that  --  gee,  I  guess  I  got  to 
say,  "Hi,  John,"  but  he  started  right  in  talking  and  said, 
"We  just  want  you  to  know  that  John  Dean  has  been  talking  to 
the  prosecutors  for  quite  some  time  now." 

And  I  could  have  asked  him,  although  I  don't  remem- 
ber --  I  could  have  asked  him,  "Do  you  know  whether  or  not 
he's  told  the  prosecutors  about  the  two  files?"   And  this  is 
all  I  remember  about  that  conversation.   It  was  a  very  short 
conversation,  in  my  memory. 

And  then  I  went  back  to  bed  and  it  was  after  11:00 
o'clock  --  shortly  after  11:00  o'clock  --  that  the  phone  next 
rang  and  my  remembrance  of  it  is  that  John  Ehrlichman  said  to 
me  that,  he  said,  "Dean  has  told  the  prosecutors  of  the  two 
files,"   And  I  said,  "John,  I  destroyed  those  long  ago." 

Now,  that's  my  best  recollection  of  those  two  tele- 
phone calls. 

Q    Was  that  all? 

A    I  don't  recall,  because  those  two  conversations  were 

really  short  conversations.   There  may  have  been. 

BY  MRS.  VOLNER: 

Q    Well,  did  he  yell  at  you  and  say,  "My  God,  what  have 

you  done?" 

A     No,  he  did  not. 
BY  MR,  GOLDMAN: 
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Q    Well,  would  you  recall  if  he  had  done  that? 
A    Oh,  yes,  I  would  have  recalled  if  he'd  stormed  or 
ranted  or  raved.   Oh,  I  know,  I  forgot  the  one  thing  that  I 
should  tell  you.   He  said,  "John  Dean  has  told  the  prosecutors 
about  those  two  files.   Check  your  hole  card."   That's  what 
I  remember. 

BY  MRS.  VOLMER: 
Q    What  is  a  hold  card? 

A    Check  your  hole  card.   That  comes  from  playing  poker 
when  you're  sitting  there  and  you've  got  to  check  your  hole 
card  before  you  bet.   That's  h-o-l-e  card. 

He  said,  "Check  your  hole  card."   And,  at  the  time. 
you  know,  it  didn't  mean  anything  to  me  but,  you  know,  thinking 
back  on  it  now,  I  think  what  Mr.  Ehrlichman  was  saying  to  me 
was,  "Check  your  hole  card,"  and  I  translated  it  right  away 
to  mean  the  files.   And  I  said,  "John,  you  know  those  were 
destroyed  long  ago,"  or  "John,  I  have  destroyed  them  long  ago 
BY  MR.  GOLDMAN: 
Q    You  just  said  that  sometime  afterwards  you  got  an 
impression  of  what  he  really  meant  by  that  expression.   What 
was  that  impression? 

A     To  check  your  hole  card,  and  were  you  still  holding 
those  files,  you  know,  to  use  as  a  lever. 
BY  MRS.  VOLNER: 
Q     That  means  he  thought  that  you  perhaps  still  had 
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1  those  files? 

2  A    That's  right. 

3  Q    And  after  that  coiranent,  you  said,  "I  have  destroyed 

4  them"? 

5  A    That's  right. 

6  Q    Did  he  indicate  surprise  that  you'd  destroyed  them 

7  and  that  you  were  no  longer  holding  them? 

8  A    No.   He  didn't  indicate,  as  I  remember,  surprise  or 

9  horror  or  anything  else. 

10  Q    Did  he  say,  "I  never  said  that"? 

11  A    No,  I  don't  recall  him  saying  that. 

12  Q    Did  he  say,  "Where  did  you  get  the  idea  to  destroy 

13  those  documents"? 

14  A    I  don't  remember  that  at  all,  because  these  were 

15  very  short  telephone  conversations. 

1(5       Q    Did  he  say,  "Well,  that's  a  good  thing  to  do.   I'm 

17  glad  you  destroyed  them.   That's  following  my  orders"? 

18  A    No.   No. 

19  Q    Did  he  give  you  any  response? 

20  A    Not   that  I  remember,  Mrs.  Volner.   I  set  down,  on 

21  yellow  tablet  paper,  on  the  following  morning,  my  recollection 

22  of  that  telephone  call  and  then  I  only  added  one  thing  to  it, 
n^  later  on,  and  I  think  I  made  that  addition  when  he  made  his 

^  statement,  as  I  saw  it  in  the  New  York  Times,  I  think,  or  it 
was  after  I  had  resigned  on  Friday,  April  the  27th. 
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In  think  on  that  Sunday,  in  the  New  York  Times,  he 
made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  had  not  known  that  the 
files  were  destroyed  until  I  told  him  that  in  the  conversation 
of  April  15,  and  then  I  added  that  to  my  notes. 
BY  MR.  GOLDMAN: 

Q    Do  you  have  that  note  with  you? 

A    I  think  I  do,  yes. 

Q    May  we  see  it,  please? 

A  Yes.  I  think  I  have  it.  If  not,  I'd  be  happy  to 
produce  it  for  you,  deliver  it  to  you. 

Q  When  he  said,  "Check  your  hole  card,"  did  he  mean 
see  whether  you  still  had  it  because  you  might  need  it  as  a 
lever,  or  did  he  mean,  "Well,  perhaps  you  better  destroy  it 
now,"  or  what  did  he  mean? 

A  All  of  these  are  possibilities,  Mr.  Goldman,  you 
know,  but  I  don't  know  what  Mr.  Ehrlichman  really  meant  by 
that  except,  you  know,  you  can  conclude,  "Look  to  your  defense 

That's  what,  you  know,  you  could  conclude,  and  I 
really  don't  know,  because  I  didn't  ask  him.   This  was  the, 
you  know,  the  kind  of  Ehrlichman  conversation  that  you  had 
with  John  Ehrlichman.   They're  short,  they're  to  the  point, 
and  they're  brittle,  and  these  are  the  kinds  that  I've  had 
v;ith  him. 


Q     Did  you  have  any  other  conversations  that  you  haven'  t 
related  to  us  with  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Ehrlichman  or  Mr.  Petersen 
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committee  would,  as  it  subsequently  did,  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  turnover  to  the  FBI  of  tlie  contents  of  Hunt's  safe.  Because  of 
the  instinictions  I  had  received  from  Messrs.  Dean  and  Ehrlicliman 
when  the  two  files  were  given  to  me  and  my  absolute  conviction  that 
these  files,  tinged  witli  j^olitical  and  national  security  implications, 
had  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  Watergate,  I  had  no  intention  of 
volunteei-ing  to  the  committee  my  receipt  and  desti-uction  of  these  files 
and  did  not  do  so.  I  would  not  and  did  not  make  anj-  false  statements 
under  oath  but  I  acknowledge  that  I  purposely  did  not  volunteer  this 
information  to  the  committee. 

I  justified  my  reticence  not  only  because  I  then  believed  in  the  recti- 
tude of  the  administration  whose  nominee  I  was  and  in  the  integrity 
of  the  men  wlio  gave  me  the  files  and  instructions,  but  l^ecause  my  brief 
look  at  the  file  of  State  Depaitment  cables  had  confirmed  for  me 
what  I  thought  wore  overwhelming  considerations  of  national  security. 
I  had  no  way  of  knowing  then,  of  course,  that  the  cables  were  fab- 
ricated nor.  I  might  add.  did  I  know  then  what  I  have  since  learned— 
that  I  was  being  left,  in  ilr.  Ehrlichman's  elegant  phrase,  to  "hang 
there  and  twist  slowly  in  the  wind." 

It  was  in  this  context,  and  knowing  that  Mr.  Dean  had  already  told 
Mr.  Petersen  about  the  files,  that  I  had  my  conversation  with  Mr. 
Ehrlichman  on  ilarch  6.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  message  I  intended 
to  give  to  Jlr.  Ehrlichman  was  that  he  sJiould  tell  Mr.  Dean  that  he 
slaould  not  disclose  the  delivery  to  me  of  those  t  wo  files. 

At  about  10  :oO  p.m.  on  the  evening  of  April  15,  1973.  I  received  a 
call  from  Mr.  Ehrlicliman.  His  remarks  were  very  short,  tei-se,  and  to 
the  point.  He  simply  told  me  that  Dean  had  been  talking  to  the  prose- 
cutors for  some  time  and  "we  think  you  ought  to  know  about  it."  It 
was  obvious  from  his  tone  and  the  manner  in  which  he  spoke  that  no 
questions  were  invited  and  none  were  asked.  T  merely  said  thanks  as  he 
was  hanging  up  the  jiiione.  I  may  have  said.  "Good  evening,  John"  or 
"Hello,  John"  when  I  picked  up  the  phone  and  it  is  my  firm  recollec- 
tion that  he  started  talking  right  away  and  made  no  response. 

At  shoitly  after  11  p.m.  Elirlichman  called  me  again.  This  time  his 
remarks  were  just  as  short,  terse,  and  to  the  point.  He  said.  "Dean  has 
been  talking  about  the  files  he  gave  you  and  you  better  check  your  hole 
card." 

I  said,  "John,  those  papei-s  were  destroyed  long  ago." 

Again  it  was  plain  and  obvious  from  his  tone  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  spoke  that  no  questions  were  invited  and  none  were  asked. 

Both  of  these  calls  were  of  extremely  sliort  duration,  less  than  15 
seconds  each.  Jlis  manner  was  fast  talking  and  he  seemed  tense. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Ehrlichman  has  testified  that  in  tlie.se  conversations 
I  told  him  I  would  deny  receiving  the  files  and  asked  him  to  support 
me  in  that  denial.  I  have  absolutely  no  recollection  of  such  an  exchange 
and  believe  that  both  conversations  were  substantially  as  I  have 
described  tliem.  I  realize  that  the  conversations  may  have  been 
recorded  without  my  knowledge. 

On  Monday,  \\m\  16,  1973,'  at  10:54  a.m..  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Petei-sen  came  to  see  me.  He  said  that  ilr.  Dean  told  tlie  piose- 
cutoi-s  he  liad  turned  o\er  two  of  Hunt's  files  to  me.  I  denied  that  I  had 
received  them.  Mr.  Petersen  went  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Dean  had  said 
these  two  files  had  nothing  to  do  with  Watergate.  He  also  said  that 
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to  such  evidence,  I  believe  that  we  all  know,  as  does  Mr.  Haldeman, 
I  am  sure,  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Gray  as  to  what  disposition 
has  been  made  of  the  documents  has  been  of  public  record  for  at 
least  many  weeks.   Without  waiving  any  rights  that  we  otherwise 
have,  I  will  let  the  witness  answer  this  question,  but  I  do 
emphasize  that  we  are  getting,  in  my  judgment,  well  beyond  the 
pre- June  17th  matters. 

MR.  DUNIE:   I  appreciate  that. 

MR.  STRICKLER:   You  may  answer. 

THE  VJITNESS:   Ask  the  question. 
BY  MR.  DUNIE: 


Q    Other  than  from  what  you  may  have  read  in  the  press, 
do  you  have  any  knowledge  as  to  what  Mr.  Gray  did  with  the 
package  of  documents? 

A    I  have  no  knowledge  other  than  what  I  have  read  in 
the  press.   I  have  hearsay  knowledge  that  confirms  what  I  have 
read  in  the  press. 

Q    From  whom  did  you  obtain  that  hearsay  knowledge? 

A    I  was  present  in  the  President's  office  on  the  evening 
of  April  15th  when  John  Ehrlichman  called  Acting  Director  Gray 
and  inquired  as  to  the  disposition  of  this.   It  was  told  by 
Acting  Director  Gray,  according  to  'Ir.  Ehrlichman,  that  he  had 
destroyed  the  material. 
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Q  Do  you  know  whether  he  told  Mr.  Ehrlichman  when  that 

material  had  been  destroyed? 

A    No,  I  don't  believe  he  did.   I  don't  believe  he  told 
hiiTi  when  he  destroyed  it.   Mr.  Ehrlichman '  s  shock  at  receiving 
that  original  information  I  think  precluded  his  pursuing  it 
further . 

Q     Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Gray  told  Mr.  Ehrlichman  or 
anyone  else,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  or  from  information 
you  may  have  gathered,  whether  he  read  or  made  synopses  of  the 
documents  prior  to  destroying  them? 

A    I  don't  know,   I  have  no  knowledge. 

Q    Have  you  ever  had  any  conversations  with  Mr.  Gray 
relative  to  these  documents? 

A     No. 


Q    To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  Mr.  Haldeman ,  when 
you  first  learned  that  there  were,  to  use  Dean's  phrase,  "sensi- 
tive political  documents"  found  in  the  Hunt  safe,  did  you  ever 
direct  anyone  to  find  out  for  you  v/hat  those  documents  were? 

A    No. 

Q     Do  you  know  whether  anyone  issued  any  direction  to 
Dean  or  to  anyone  else  to  find  out  the  nature  of  those  documents? 

A     No,  I  don't. 

Q  Do    vou    kno'.s'  v/hether    the    Presirlont   was    ever    infornied 
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